INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY

(Office of the Director (Academics)
Sector H-10, New Campus, ISLAMABAD — PAKISTAN
P.0. Box.1243Telegram ALJAMIA FAX: 9257915 IlU PK, Tel: 9018617

No.llU/D.Acad (37)/2020- 23 66 June 03, 2020

Subject: STUDENT DIRECT STREAM (SDS) FOR FAST TRACK VISA.

Kindly find enclosed self-explanatory email dated 19.02.2020 received from Mr. Abdul
Hameed, Counul General, Counsulate General of Pakistan, Toronto, Canada on the subject

mentioned above. (07-pages).

Your goodself is requested to please disseminate the information across your faculty

and encourage the students to apply and avail this opportunity.

With best regards.

NAVEED EHTESHAM)
Director (Academ/i S)

All Deans, llUl

meb Master, Ul - kindly upload this information on IIlU website.




Consulate General of Pakistan
Toronto
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In its endeavour o Tacilitate the Pakistani students aspiring (0 study in Canada, the
Consulate General of Pukistan, Toronto has prepared the following intormation kit which brielly
touches upon the opportunitics available in the Canadian education nurkel. steps to be followed
and some usclul links. i

Why Study in Canada----Background

= Canadian government in its 2018 annual report on immigration announced plans w admit over
one million new permanent residents between 2019 and 2021, In addition to the skilled and
semi-skilled workers™ programmes. a major chunk of the new comiers in Canada traditionally
consists of International students.

- Canada is one of the most Lavoured educational destinations especially amony students from
developing countries. It is currently the fourth largest market for international students.

- As per ollicial surveys, 90% ol interational students recommend Canada as a siudy
destination while 60% of international students plan to apply lor permanent residence in
Canada.

- Major factors making Canada a Lavourite destination include the high qualiy of education.
open and welcoming Canadian socicty, permission 1o students to work part-time and the
option of post-graduate work permits. Morcover. these students, based on their L\DLHLHU... are
better placed to pet Canadian immigration,

There were 372415 international students in Canada in 2018 al all levels of study
representing a 154% increase since 2010, Countries with the fastest growing number of
international students in Canada (2017- 2018): Bangladesh (153%). lran (148%). Vietnam

C(140%). Colombia (141%), India (1 -40%), Philippines (129%) and Kenya (429%). As per
official data, engineering. business and the natural and social scicnces are the top fiekds of
study ol international students in Canada.

As of Deeember 2018, students from India made up 30.16% (172.625) of Canada’s
mternational student population, tollowed by students lmm China 23% (142.985), South
Korea 5% (24.195). France 4% (22.745) und Vietnmm 3.55% (20.330). The share of Pakistan
was 0.69% (3.965) and that ol Bangladesh was 1.1-4% ({;.5.’.();. It means that Pakistani
students are not currently taking advantage of the huge opportunity for better education and
prospects for immigration 1o Canada. )

= Some of the barriers which carlier hampered prospects of Pakistani students were visa refusal
for Pakistani students (which increased by 67 percent during 2016-18 as compared to 201 3-
L)< visa processing time for Pukistani students and exclusion of Pakistan from the Student

Ditget Steeam (SDS).
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= I July 2019, the Canadian government added Pakistan to Student l}ii'ccllm.\:u'u:utn (SDS) (or
fast wack visa) list. At present the list comprises Pukistan, India, China, Vietham, the
Philippines. Moracco and Senegal. This has now been posted on Canadian oftficial website
(https/www.canada.ca/en/immigration-re fugees-citizenshipservices/study -canada/study -
permitstudent-direct-stream.htinl ).
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- This is a major breakthrough for Pukistani students including those who want o take up
permanent residence in Canada. The opportunities associated with Pakistan’s inclusion in
SDS will benefit both Pakistani students as well as future immigrants.

Initial Steps—Applying through Student Biveet Stream (SDS)

- The steps involved tor inclusion in the SDS are acceptance by a designated Canadian learning
institation (DL, tition payment for the first year of study, purchase of a Guaanteed
fnvestment Certificate (GIC) of $10.000 (The Habib Canadian Bank is offering GIC to
Pakistani students), completion of an uplront medical examination. qualifying score ol at least
6 for English (1ELTS), or Niveaux de compétencel.inguistiquecanadiens score ol 7 for French
(TEEF). or graduation from a Cunadian-curriculum high schoul.

- Inclusion in the SDS program will fast track the visa application processing.  Students can
apply online to get a study permit through SDS system as there would be no paper

applications required,

Steps in obtaining a Guaranteed Investment Certilieate

- A Guaranteed Investment Certificate (GIC) is an investment account that ofters a guaranteed
interest rate over a lised period ol tine,

- Following are the steps involved inopening a GLC account:

Lo The applicant will submit application online to Habib Canadian Bank at:
' hebsdshabibeanadian.com

i, Once application is submitted, a representative from Habib Canadian Bank will contact
! the applicant in order to open the Student Direct Stream account. A conlirmation email
with account details will be sent w the applicant.

i, The applicant will then transter funds to his/her Habib Canadian Student Direet Stream
Account by a wire transfier with the wtal amount ol deposit (e, CAD 10,000+ CAD 200
fees) from hiszher local bank account in Pakistan.

iv.  Conlirmations email from the bank i.c. “"GIC Contirmation”™ will be seat to the applicant
upon reeeipt of the amount.
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v, Fhe applicant will then submit completed Study permit application and GIC confirmation
| Py T i - " " SR U . 3 < . .y o .
“1@ the Canadian High Commission in Pakistan Tor processing ol his or her visa.
i~




vi. On arrival in Canada, the applicant will visit a Habib Canadian Bank brunch i
Mississauga, Brampton or Scarborough o activate the SDS acéount and receive initial
payment ol $2.000 to cover initial expenses. The remaining $8.000 will remain in the
GIC Account and the applicant will receive the full amount, plus interest in equal
monthly payments over the neat one Ve,

Settling down in Canada---A Brief Guide for Pakistani Students

Before Your Arrival

- Arrangements such as housing and linding a supportive community are important. You should
make these arrangements before your arrival in Canada. Below is a list. of things you should
consider before your arival,

Residence

- Housing is w must-hane betore your arival i you wish o be cost-efficient, You cin save
money il you share an apartment or house with other people. Rent costs are dillerent in
different parts of Canada and within cities. Usually, rent costs are higher near the contre ol
major city or close 1o twansit. Learn as much as you can about the rental market before you
arrive. To search for housing. use community sourced websites such as wwaw Kijiji.ca to find
long term housing for rent.

- I you have already arrived and are looking lor urgent housing. you can also find housing at
s - . ] . . g PR . 3
= owswwanthnb com. Airbnb is generally used Tor short term rentals piven its price point.

- Ask yoursell these questions before you rent a place:

* Isitelose o a bus route or subway station®?

* Isitclose w other services? (schools. stores. laundromats, parks, play grounds, cotnunily
centres, medical clinies, places of worship)

* s there a place to park a car? Do 1 have 1o pay extra for paking?

* Isitclose o vour university or college?

* What are the other tenants like?

+ Do Ihave to pay extra for heat, air conditioning and electicity

Documentation 3
Ensure you have the follow ing documents upon your arrival at the Custonis:

- Valid passport. including valid Canadian lemporary resident visa il required;

- Letter of Introduction or Study Permit (issued by Citizenship und Immigration Canada):

- Original letter ol admission from the relevant universities or colleges:

= PProol of funds available: :

- &Medical records and immunization records, translated i applicable (uselul but not
acquired); and

- Any other documents pertaining to or required by your Student Direct Stream application




As a non-Canadian residing in Canada for no less than six months, you are required (o lollow
these requirements as specified by (he Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA). When you
arrive in Canada, you will be met by an oflicer from the CBSA at the airport where hefshe will
ask 1o see your travel documents. Make sure they are not packed in your luggage and that you
have them with you. Hcshie 4

You should also be prepared o answer some questions. A few of the most connmon guestions
asked are:

- Atwhat institution will you be studying? What program me are you enrolled in?

- Where will you be staying?

- Do you have any items to declare? (¢.g. Tood, medication, ete.)

= Have you traveled to Canada belore?

- Do you have any family members in Foranto?

- How much money are you traveling with?
= Onee the CBSA ofticer has completed this Secondary Inspection. they will print a paper
copy of your Study Permit. Please do not leave the Port of Enlry Without your Study
Permit!

You Have Arrived

This section will take you through what you need o have in order to be able o sustain yoursell”
in Canada.

Upon Arrival

A number of cities and towns have Newceomer hiformation Centres (NIC) when you st airive,
NICs refer you to the community agencies that can help you o scule in these arcas. Visit
Ontario’s Ministry ol Citizenship, Immigration and International Trade (MCHT) website to find
one in your area or cheek online to find an NI1C in your arca.

How Much Money Will I Reguire Per Month?

The average monthly costs for a student are as folows. Please note that these categories have
been estimated based on average costs in the most economical range ol options, based on shared
services wherever possible,

Commuting/ T ravel

Cost: $120

Description: A monthly pass by the Toronto Transit Commission (11C) provides unlimited

aceess to commuting wround the city via bus and subway. In other cities, the amount may difler,

Hoveever, Toronto is considered to be inore expensive than several other eities of Canada,

Thdanost cconomical means of transportation within cities is local public transport. Consisting ol

sub\\g:ﬁ'}' and bus routes, public transport offers monthly passes which can be purchased at a
=



discounted price for students with o valid student 1D from your school. These monthly passes
allow unlimited trave! throughout the city tor the month.
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Additional ride-sharing services such as Uber and Lyftare also available. e imeomnt g
Food Hsagrt 4yl
Cost: $400 : : St <‘
Description: Home cooked Tood and occasional takeout meals will cost an estimated $400. Your
-ampus may depending on the city where one is based, also have a tx-free and/or prepaid
payment system lor purchasing on-campus food,

Housing

Cost: $400-$1000/month

Deseription: Housing in Toranto will cost signilicantly more than in housing around the rest of
the country. Your lundlord may request @ first-and-last-payment in advance. his s an
amalgamation of your first and lust month’s rent payments. For example, i your rent s
$400/month. then you will be required 1o submit $800 in advance before moving in o your
residence. i

Average Fapenses
The average monthly expenses for a single student are approximately $ 1000-$1.500 per month
per student,

At School
Health & Dental Insurance: Health and dental nsurance is covered as part ol the fees students
pay to an educational institution. All students must have health insurance Tor the duration of their
stay in Canada. Health insurance covers most of the basic health services such as consultations
iln;J blood work. Dental inswrance varies from school o school, but will me

eas ] (i R B

Finding Help -

[ you have questions about your immigration status aller you wrive in Canada, call the
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) Call Centre at 1-888-242-2100 or visil
the IRCC website. You can get information tfrom the recorded message, 24 howrs a day. 7 days a
week. 1T you want o speak (o a peeson, call from 8:00 wm. - 4:00 pan.. Monday to Friday.

v Pakistmi students are advised 1o register with Pakistan Consulate, Toronto or register

: with Pakistan Tigh Commission, Otaws or Pakistan Consulale Vancouver so that
assistance could be provided o them in cases of urgeney. Please visit website of
Consulate General of Pakistun. oronto for consular services during your stay in Canada,
Le. www.pakmission.ca
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Uselul Links il W
..l‘.
- Consulate General of Pakistan, Foronto: www.pakmission.ci AT Gl Sk titeili
- Help Centre Student Direet Stream: hitps:/awww.cic.peca/cuglish/helpeentre/results-by -

topic.asp?st 15,7

- Student  Direet  Stream-About  the  process:  https://www.canada.ca/en/imnigration-
refugees-citizenship/services/study-canadw/study - permit/stadent-direct-strcam. html

- Designated learning institutions  list: hips:/swww.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/services/study-canada/study -permit/prepare/designated-learning-institutions-
list.html

- Guaranteed  Investment  Certificate:  htps/awww,canada.civen/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/services/study -canada/study -permit/student-direet-
stream/cligibility huml#GIC

- Habib Canadizn Bank: htps:#/habibeanadian.cony/
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