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This article presents the recently found manuscript, Persian text and Urdu

translation of the Ruq'at-i Sarmad, the Epistles attributed to Sarmad Sa'id, the

last great master of the Ruba'i genre in Persian, whichhad appeared in print for

the first and only time in May, 1926, from Shah Jahani Press, Delhi.
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§"öEOZwyäuæZzg·Še$ÐZyÆmÆƒÐZL¬gsZzg‘»E+™{-VHì:
I discovered a text that has been known by many, but I believe has never before

been read in detail and for the information it can reveal to us. This is the Chapter

in the Dabistan, a 17th century work of comparative religion, written in Persian.

Each of its chapters is devoted to another religion. The chapter on Judaism relies

in Sarmad as informant and in the process provides us with information on his

life. In fact, it is the earliest, and therefore the most authoritative reference to

Sarmad, by a contemporary. Reading this text opened up a new perspective on

Sarmad. My close reading opened up the question of Sarmad's religious identity

and if and in what way he maintained a conscious Jewish identity. If so, I had

discovered a Jewish Sarmad, or Sarmad the Jew. As it turns out, Jewish scholars

had discussed Sarmad's Jewishness based on some of the text under discussion. I

believe, however, that the present study brings this question to a new level of

complexity and sophistication, and allows us to revisit the question of Sarmad's

religious identity.  31
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Lastly, but most importantly, the question of keep engaging with the Scripture

of one's previous faith tradition (reading, teaching, translating etc. as a

conclusive proof of being a "practitioner of multiple religious identities." I have

a completely different take on it and my opinion does not stem from my personal

predilection. In fact it is grounded in a long standing illustrious tradition of

Islamic scholarship that dates back to the Prophetic times when the Prophet
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would encourage the learned (in language and Scripture) among his

Companions who had come from the Jewish background to read and teach,

along with the Qur'an, the Tanakh in Hebrew. The most outstanding example is

of his Companion 'Abd Allah ibn Salam, the Jewish Rabbi, who later

accompanied Caliph 'Umar on the occasion of the surrender of Jerusalem and

helped him in demarcating the exact place of the Temple/Holiest of the Holy

which had been turned into a garbage dump by the Christians. 'Abd Allah ibn

Salam is known to have the practice of reading the Torah every day and had

brought his recitation in line with the customary Muslim practice of reading one

juz of the Qur'an every day thus completing the cycle in 30 days. Further to it,

the Prophet assigned the task of learning Aramaic and Syriac (the original

languages of the Christian Bible) to some of the younger companions who were

gifted for languages.

Two more points need to be added here before arriving at what I have to say.

Firstly, this practice has its Scriptural proof and validity in the verses that

declare, "We have revealed the Torah wherein there is guidance and light" and

"We have revealed the Injil wherein there is guidance and light." Secondly,

Islamic scholarship, especially the Tafsir tradition (Qur'anic exegesis) considers

the Hebrew Scriptures as the second best source of Qur'an interpretation (first

being the Qur'an itself) and the third source is the Hadith corpus. Hence its

practical need that stems from the fact that the Qur'an contains a lot of

references to Biblical history which cannot be understood completely without

having recourse to the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. Therefore, the Islamic

scholars were always eager to avail of the opportunity of learning firsthand

about these Scriptures and from these Scriptures. The most recent example (of

early 20th century) is of Hamid al-Din Farrahi, the great Qur'an exegete and the

founder of the 20th century school of Qur'an interpretation based on "internal

coherence", who had avidly learnt Hebrew from a Jewish scholar named Gabriel,

living in Aligarh at that time. The upshot is this: When the author of the

Dabistan made his request and when Sarmad responded to it or when Sarmad

imparted teachings of the Torah (along with other Scriptures) to Abhay Chand

they were both acting according to an established practice of Islamic

scholarship. Reading more into it and seeing a "practitioner of multiple religious

identities" at work would be, according to my lights, a misplaced judgment! The

author of the Dabistan is explicit about it when he says, "this writer never had

the chance of meeting the wise among the Jews and gaining information about
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(their religion) and whatever was found in the books written by the "others"

with regard to their beliefs did not attract him since ….".   
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LLŠzVÃzÁÎZŠóó´@ÿyz›yŠzâVþÆ;Vºƒñú›ìÑ]z¦gZ]Æ‘½øLŠw**5+k,Ð
Æ‚BZÚz‰ÜÜs™äÆ÷̂™r#»Šg•fsÄ7,"ÃYeLì: …ÎÃ^l ic*Š{¼7�X

ƒZì¬gÃÈàÃ²ÃyÌZz0+J

�CÙŠgz÷ìâgZƒZ“iþ
I
LZÞ»

ÅÃðqÅºé O73CX¹Vz{uæ»¬gÃ:'×Z`Ôf‚Å …Î³³Ã³³^l uæÜ**UgziÇg,ÐZy
%æEOZ¹Ô"C{DZzgfz¾&Ïî GNOZzg¹Vt-ŠgZÅ¯zKZ¶K6,ŠZi~!

»XåXZq-ÐiZh+èZ<ØÐà Multiple Religious Identities §"öEOZwyÆ&4øFG
I
LÃ

z‰ÜmgppÆZ6,gu‹uæÐZ7'×h+Z�ágZ]xWnc*7;Zk6,¼²n™**açLŠ„øg}
ae7Xøg~WgZY»ZÖgT§âI~HY[ìXF,3~§"öEOZwyÅæŠ™Dƒñ59',kˆ
uæÐ0Zq-Š*zm,¾qwŠz!*g{!3�ç EEL¬x6,WˆX¸Zkœ»qÝìXeìZkyZyÆ>

Zzgyz*yÅ„~@*gõÐŠpgppzZßVÆatËZ±gÐÆƒnXÃgÏZzgZgŠzQjZÙZzg
Âí]Ð!=çO~�;-jZßVÔß5:Z˜q]ÅÑbÔ½~Zzg@*g]ï]ÅCóZzgzŸ‚
Z0+gZY]Æa‡gMÃZôm,~F,3Ðg
qÅiØ™**ƒÏX

·¢/&eZË{−0+*

ÑƒgÔ	Ûzg~Ô9102Y

31



gggguuuu‹‹‹‹uuuuææææ
gZWèg°z™*Ô¤gz‚gÔ*gzFgÌ]Z„ÔZvzZuZ\êLfZ]Z„XZ} e³†]�…ÝÚvÛ‚…unÜ

³m,!Ì‹}.ZZifZ]Z„z,£xpYñ$™B5é
G
EE]Z„;¬ÔgZCÙgzigz¯ÏzCÙ‘^ïIEL',Z]Z„;Zi

±k5ÂîGŠZ*Šg5‡]Z„;:Šg"5å EEL§]Z„z:Šg¢5å G
GL˜]Z„X‡ßZ&éEOvzZ&éEOZDgZâyZ�ágZ]Z„;

zZ?x‘Ó45éGEzd„ŠZ¬GŠgZ.]Z„;@*{mz¬xŠZ#�Šz„gZ!*Šz„ZZ]Z„;ûðû;=z
ÑgZx]åIQÔ°ŠÓx]åIQX

gZWèZ}•ç Q$+{!*iZ,•ç Q$+{!*i~!',úiz!}Ðö Šp!*i~?/MZy$½èQEŠx!*i~ Ú†�ôÚû’×ùoÞÛ^‡+„]…
;!*i~!*i~',÷!*!*!*i~c*�!*',z‹¹gZy!*i~;Z}%›$Õä QOÔzZ}%›‡è!MZitB3ïEGL**½ÆZ„

gZè;¹ggZŠguZ„"*i~;ZiY�á@!*i~;:¤ÅïELig:!*§ZK̈y',y;:Ø¾F,Åz@*i~:é!*i~;
:â&ÿ

J
Lqw:¤ÅïELZLw:f°æLâè;g<¹ggZZ,§&Z„ÔZ}%›úi~!ûðûX

!@*PpŠúð;zZ}!*Še@*³õ M!*Šeð;zZ})WÙZíå QZxWÙðWŠZg~!*¬°È ]cì³³ç�Þ³Û³^
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1. Ataullah, Iqb?l N?mah, Sh. M. Ashraf, Lahore, 1946, Vol. I. p. 78. Revised one

volume edition, Iqbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 2007, p. 112.
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The authorship of the Dabistan has been much debated. Starting from Charles

Rieu, (see Catalogue of Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum, London,

1879, Vol. I, p. 142) names of many candidates have been suggested for its

authorship. Since some of the Persian manuscripts of the Dabist?n in the British

Museum had mentioned the name of Muhammad Amin Nama Nigar, Rieu

attributed it to him on the basis of the fact that the author of the Dabistan refered

to himself as in nama nigar (this writer, the author of this work, the scribe)

which is a common mannerism of Persian writers, something similar to what we

find as "the undersigned ventures to say….)! Since Muhammad Amin had the

nomé dé plume of "Nama Nigar" Rieu was misled by the similarity. Then from

William Jones (1798: Muhsin Fani) to Rahim Rezazadeh Malik, (Ed. Dabistan-i

Madhahib, Two Vols., Tehran, 1342 S.: Kaykhusrow Asfandyar, son of Adhar

Kaywan, the mentor of Mowbadshah the author) various names were suggested.

The scholarship now agrees on the name of M?r Zulfiqar Ali Adhar Urdistani 

AKA Mulla Mowbad or Mowbadshah. Encyclopaedia Iranica has recorded the

details of the controversy very accurately (http://www.iranicaonline.org/ articles/ 

dabestan-e-madaheb). While translating the Dabistan text and rechecking the

original sources, various manuscripts/old editions of the Dabistan and related

materials my views have also precipitated toward the conclusion that it was

written by Mir Zulfiqar Ali Adhar Urdistani Sasani AKA Mulla Mowbad or

Mowbadshah. The materials to which the Encyclopaedia Iranica did not have

access (like G. M. Khan, Ed. Shams-al-Dawla Shahnawaz Khan, Maa'thir

al-umara, Calcutta, 1888) and the Diwan of Mowbadshah, also complete this

trajectory: 1) Mir Zulfiqar Ali Urdistani AKA Mulla Mowbad or Mowbadshah

was connected with Adhar Kaywan while living in Patna and was trained by him

2) A collection of Mowbadshah's verses (ca. 3,000 couplets) is preserved in the
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public library in Patna (Askari, pp. 85-104). Some fragments from these verses

are quoted in the Dabistan, including the opening poem, which contains the

word "Dabistan" in the first couplet and the pen name "Mowbad" in the last

(Askari, pp. 90-91). Furthermore, most of the personal and place names

mentioned in Mowbadshah's Divan also turn up in the Dabistan, and the

opinions and beliefs expressed in both books have much in common. The

internal evidence also proves Mowbadshah to be a man of great erudition and

insight and also very well versed in Islamic learning.
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