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This article presents introduction on the critical literature on "URDU

DASTAN". In this article, the researcher tried to study different books

regarding the primary experience of dastan critics.Aleem-u-din Ahmed's

"Urdu Zubanaur Fan-e-dastan goi" is an authentic book on the art of

dastan. This book explains the elements and essentials of this particular

art.Syed Waqar Azeem's "HamariDastanein" offers credible research

material on various collections of narrative dastan. The tradition of

criticizing dastans is not old. It started in 5th decade of 20th century. Now

classical Urdu literature has a rich tradition of dastan critics. This article

presents an introduction to prominent critical books on Urdu dastan.
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™™¬NŠ¶ÐXeÆ^ƒä»‘å NEgHXipÃ:gZZzgZgZãŠ¶ÅÂ=
7XXXÔPZŠ~�Ûd$~WðXeg**yZzg·[Æ´z{Zù_AÐQ@*g™

71 Xóó jZáÅ

èÃg{!*ÑzZ§ÐªCÙƒ@*ì�ipÆaicÆˆtq,Qkz‰ÜÌQâ„¢gz~
‰Î�W`XÖÅ"äpñçq{mZÌÅqïìXYèrääpñçq
mÃ½7gZ0+Zi~7gZHX

ZKâÎZzgñçqÆÒpÐ»Š ]‰j³³³^Þn³6]æ…Ú³³ˆ]| eZËZ*Î:jÅÂ[
ìXZk~óNó{Ð�~ZzgàxŠZ*âVÐ'×ZbÆÁÜ̂l™äÅÃÒÅˆ

~ŠpÆŠvßZiâ]Æ‚B'×Zb»¿Š4ÌìX Â³r³^ñg]ÖÏ’“ ìX!5ÕäIMMŠZ*y
Š-»Æù-V7HŠHX

LLZq-Š-CT»Š»îw�k¦/»Zzgu',Z',°i8-!*gÆìXZzgW@ZkÅ
é!3¨ÿ
EGÆu�XZzgŠ;yZk»éŠ;y×x�ÛZcZzg>iyìZzgCÙZq-

81 ŠZ-$Zk»îwZzg²n~ŠzŠz¦/»Zzg!F,^ð N;yZzgcìóó

5991~wáŠ Â³^Ö³Ûo]‰j^áEivÏnÏoæißÏn‚pÚ_^ÖÃäD " WgiŠaŠO~Å" ì
ÆWy~Zk " 7ŠZ*y " 6,WðX7Â~–ì�¬@ŠZ*yÐ%ZŠ¯òŠZ*yì
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"ÅZÃŠe$Zk§bÒyÅˆìX

LL¬@ŠZ*yZgŠzßZ~ZzA»zlìZzgZkZ±gÐZkÅZÌZzgZÃŠe$Zzg
Ì(,|YCì�Š*ÅËi!*yŒVJ-�Zôm,~i!*yzZŠ[ÌZkÅÓx

91 F,zŒVZzg!�-VÆ!*z5@*qwZkâÎÅÃð"7Xóó

ZkÂ[~¬@ŠZ*yÃZ˜´ÆjZáÐ_·ïzW¯c*ŠHXtW~»zl
¬@ZŠ[Æ>ZzgñgðÆaÌjZá»»xŠ}ÏX

àqZzggóg� Þ%†p]‰j^Þç7Ò^‰Ë†]æ…æ‰†cÚ–^Únà 6,zWRZ�ÛZ�ÅÂ[
»qïù·p}ìXZk~ŠZ*yÅfs~’k,K‰p}lZg~ÁƒäÆ!*z�Š
£g~{àZÌgnp�Xtp}ózW~ƒäÆ´z{�~ŠZ*âVÅZq-ÒpÐ
@*gõÌ�Xt»Šl'ÆdfztZzg®Å�{VwìXÂ[»Zë*yLLXƒl

]ö…æ‡e^á]æ…Êà ¥!*Xâè@*qwóó~ŠZ*yÆ–qUzV6,WÅˆìXæZ−+Z£ä
ÅZÌ6,gzÝeZsƒñ–åX ›×ŠÜaçF…öe^ ~ ]‰j^á+çño

LLCÙi!*y~Z‚:ZzgŠZ*âV»Zq-fí{ƒ@*ìXÄZZzgZ¶K6,ŠZiZkfí}ÅË

qzVÃZL¥s~ÑD�XŠ*ŠZ*âVÔZNŠzVÐÌqi}»^s
fe�XZ76g8-~7™D�ÕKZzg"ÑgÝlZzgÀVÐZK„g]
ÆŒ~ZŸ†™D�X-**ãZ‚:Ô-**ãŠ-@*îVZzgŠ--VZzgZyÅŠN

ZgŠz~ŠZ*yZ÷Ú{ZzgSîX ¹EV»ZW,-g\ÆCÙZŠ[~úc*VìX
02 ƒl¥!*Ð„^s1YYìXóó

8991~�áù  Î³’äÚ`†]Ê†æ‡æÖf†ißÏn‚pæi`„mfoirˆmä eZË�á@@Å"
ƒðXz{®Åi!*yÔ»©@*gõZzg—*C_·Ô#Yg¤VZzgZyÅ“zg6Æ:Lr
$Z�ÛzizŠ_Ã4+rŒÛZgŠï�Xr$Z�ÛziÆZbZñF,0Ìik,cÑñ‰�Xr
ÆW~Y,̂{ÐIïÅˆìXT~Râ~.Z]ZzgñŒÛ**Š+ÅWgZ�áïÅˆ�
X�á@@äZK"~—ãz	R_·™DƒñâèÅ	d$W\VÆ‚t¹
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QCŠ3ðìXPZŠ}ÅaZö»©Qkz‰ÜÅ	d$»WsŠZgìX

LL!*Š�á{¹plƒD�Zzg�Ûâc*�&ÃkZk(ÐàìX=~øg}²V
@*NÓxig$©ï EEGz!*Š!Æ0*Z0+ZiwYñXƒ�‚BÆøg}ßv�XÎZÏ

ÆZz6,ƒÆ−Wz,XXXXXWxZÚƒZåX�2+gZzgˆzg™äÃßv4,Šq-:V
12 Mh¸Xplzz~Šzg„Ðw¸Xóó

LLZgŠzÅi2+{ŠZ*3óóeZË¡„kÅ¿W~Â[ìXZk~ŠZ*yÆ®ZzgP
�XZy ÊŠ³^Þ³³äÂ³r^ñg Zzg e³^Éæe`^… Ô ‰g…Œ ŠZ*âVÃñçqc¯c*ŠHìXT~

ŠZ*âV6,W~It#̄È™DƒñB#ÖÐZA[HŠHìXZrVäWÃxZzg
!*ziy¯äÆa**Š+ÅWgZ»–gZ1ìXZYâ~�»:©Ô7©ZzgŠZ*y»®¿Òy
™DƒñúÒ{ŠZ*âVÅb×]ÃW~ù]ÐÚìXeZËgzŸF,+ÅgZñik,Ã
Â[Æ0Â[Æ1¡Ò3ï

E
GF6,Zk§b’k,ìX

LLeZË¡„kZgŠzÆz{ZëÕŠ�X2VäZLfztzØtÔœZzgÎÐ
ZgŠzÅCÙý�»:Üs_·HXÉZÐZq-2wJ-àä~ÌZë™ŠZgZŠZH
Xik,ÃÂ[ÌZyÆŠZ*â~ZŠ[Æ_¬ÅZq-4+VwìXZgŠzZzgZk
ÅZŠÒ]Å'×Z`ÙÏÔZ°gZzg.y»�Z_·Zy»4+‹tZkÂ[ÅZë
S¤ìXZkÂ[~eZË¡„käÜsZgŠzÅ&ZëŠZ*âV)ƒ
gkÔ!*rz·gÔY:ÚT$(Ã„Z‰7HÉŠÁÔŠ‹Zzg~Æ—ã	RzpD

22 Xóó gùVÃÌÜ™Šc*ì

‰³^u³†p(�³^a³o(‘³^ugÎ†]Þo(]‰j^á]Ún†uÛˆåÒ^Ú_^ÖÃäq×‚]æÙÞ¿†p
Æ'ÒZ°9.è WEÃgz¹�XZgŠzÅczsŠZ*y6,tW~»zlñçqÆÒpÐ Úf³^u&

ZzAìXZk~ŠZ*yÆi!*ãÒ6ƒä6,izgŠc*ŠHìXZyÆ4,Šq-ŠgZÝŠZ*yZ(Ò6
ì�i!*ã‹äÆn"HYñeì°Z^sƒpZ{̈gz„Æfg)ÐXª�Ì§
i"ƒp°ŠZq-„ƒ�Ò6Ãi!*ã_5é NEc*Y}QkÅgÎâ]ZzgßZiâ]Ìi!*ãÒ6Æ
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ƒVÐXÒZ°9.è WEÃgz¹Æìw~:

LLQgŠzÅŠZ*yZ÷Ú{i!*ãÒ6ÅZdF,+VßV~Âì„Xpaètèƒð
Ìñ�ŠìXZkaZÐ™*ÆîsF,+Zzg’k,~ÒEV~g3YYìX

þX" Zze+ " Zzg " Zdþ " Zzgƒ%Å " gZâí " i!*ãÒ6Ì(,ZZŠ[ƒYìXzZ
Å.5ÀöGÅ

i!*ãÒ6„Åßg]~z�ŠWñ¸XXXâÉ½iðIg~ŠZ*yZ÷Ú{Åà:
32 ¢,ù¦îg6,Zk!*]»7gZŸtgBb��Q7(,ZZŠ[¹YñXóó
~ŠZ*yÆ®6, ›³×Š³Üa³çF…öe³^Vi³ß³Ïn‚æi×ín“ eZË‡Z†ò�Ûh+~Å"

W~It#2+ḡK‰ZzgŠZ*yÅ3Ìcn’k,~ÑðˆXZk~ïic*Š{ZzgW

ÁìXïÆK~(,~NgÏZzgœÐØZ@ZopK�XŠZ*yÆ®6,W™Dƒ
ñ†Z£ÑgÆCñƒñegzVÁÜ6,W~ÃeZàˆX�Ûh+~Å»g™Š{3~X
ƒl¥!*Åi!*y»¯7g~§bñ�ŠìXZk3Å¢zg]ZzgŠZ*yXƒl¥!*ÅZÌ6,
gzÝeZsƒñ6,zWâgZdÝ~ä–ì:

LLþþþþþþþþþþþþþþþøg}),gÍVÅçÑ]ÔZyÆmZ]XZyÆìÑ]zC‚]ÔZyÆiâä
Æ§i†ÔZþkŠzgÅi!*yÆÓxg8-ÔÓx¥þz\XŠZ*yÅZkZq-Š*~X¹
ÏŠ*NW!*Š�XzWZzg**a)gÔøg~ŠZ*âV~�áh+ƒÐZëìÔŠZ*y
Z÷Ú{ZzgƒÐêƒl¥!*ZkIy»ÉuóXXX¢zg]¶Zq-Z+3ÅXT~

®ŠZ*yÍð rÌ',ŒÛZggìXZzgÃðZ(zgU:0*ñX�i!*yzÒy
c*çÑ]Å¦k,ÉÆÃ̀ÐZëƒXZk"uÂ»xÆaZOgåXZq-
Z,f~DÔ!*fztZzg§¿™r#¯»X�ZyDÙZgzV,]ÃDÙZg!*g7,ñÔZë

”V»ZN[™}XZzgQ7Zk{q~Ð�h}�k0+»g~»�á<J-:ƒÔ
‚B„ZkŠZ*yÃïzWÅãK6,6,pp»hÌZŠZ™}XQgŠzZŠ[ÅtZë
}.#ÖeZË‡Z†~í�Ûh+~Æ‚~¶XQrVät»xZ,)Ð™Š3c*X�

42 WÒ{ËÃZk§sÂz™äÅ¢zg]:g„Xóó
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~�~ ]‰j³³^á‰³1Þ³³^æÙiÔE]…æÒ³oÞ%³†p]‰j³^Þn6D eZËZ0.wÅð
ŠZ*âV»W~Y,̂{1ŠHXT~QyÆ–~.6,!*]™DƒñŠZ*yÆ®ZzgZ|[Å

1*yìwóó6,9p} LL pÒVÒyÅˆ�XZkÂ[~p}Å1Jã0*ðYCìX
~Z|[ÅpÒVrZðˆ�X¢[ZÑVwÃgÏi!*y " 1*yìw»—ã_· " �X*y

rz%u�Æ‚B‚BÀVZzgZ7gzVÐi!*yÃ'×+HŠH " CÙ�ÛúygZñ.X " Å�!5Õä IMM

XZÏi!*yÆ:L1*yìwÆ%¥Æ!*"$ " CÙZq-Æ¤],ƒlä$Ð6,zZiÅ " !5Õä
IMM

7VÍgÄ7g~˜�X

LLZq-ZŠ!»g**óÅwÐ1*yìw»%ûŠZ*yZ÷Ú{Ð—F,ìXYè
52 ZkÆQ|[Zzgi!*y~ZŠ!S:]ic*Š{�Xóó

~ŠZ*yƒgkþþÅZÌÆ ‰³³g…Œ]mÔÚ³³_³³^Ö³Ã³³ä ¦Šg]Ý~Å"
PZò[rZñ‰�X}Q|[óglÔr»Zâ36ÔZ0+ZiZzgi!*yz){XZkÆ´z{
Âí]ÃŠNZzgŠHcZñ~ÒyHŠHX™Kõ]ƒgkÃÌ‚tÑc*ŠHX

Šz”V~ËìXªzó e³ç‰j³^áìn^Ù]mÔÚ_^ÖÃä eZËZ0.wÅ"
zW~Zzg@*g]Zñg»qïìXŠzuZz	RZŠZg6,ŒìXZ0.wäâèÅ	R
ŠgzVÃ1*yìwÆÚø~F,KMŠ¶Å[ÅìX'Æ4,Šq-1*yìw»ƒ

Ü‡.ÞŠgŠZ*yÅg‚ð " 1*yìw " ÐZëF,ÀpZzZâyŠŠ~»ìXZÏF,ÀÆ:L
QgŠzzZßVJ-ƒmXZ0.wä1*yìwZzgâèÅ@*gõÆ	R%́V»».Þ™Æt
U*"$™äÅÃÒÅìX�1*yìw¡Zq-

+B5Ðö
GE

GŠZ*y7É	R@*gõìX

‰³³³^u³³†p(�³³^a³³o ŠZ*yZ÷Ú{Åfs~ÒZ°ÝÃgz¹ÅŠzu~W~"
ìXti " ]‰j³^á]Ún³†u³ÛˆåÒ^Ú_^ÖÃäq×‚æÝÂÛ×oÚf^u& Ô (‘³^ugÎ†]Þo

WÅY+$ZëŠxìXYèZk~ŠZ*y6,iIt#»�»xìz{ZkÐInzxìX!*
[Zzw~ŠZ*yÆŠÃF,Zzg¢,2+ḡÅˆ�XF,KMÆe~Ãgz¹ƒÐZh

» (chronological order) F,KMQÐ¤/ŠZ…�X�zZu]rÆz̧qÆÒpÐª
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ìwgÄ™¯ðˆƒXtÂ[W~eàÆÒpÐ].ZÇ:Z0+ZiÅqïìXÒZ°ÝÃ
]‰j³^á]Ún³†uÛˆå ‚w~Ô�á„Ô™r#ŒÛZãÔ " gz¹ÅŠZ*â~WÆK~Š~"

6002Y~©¬x6,WðX�~–ì�Zk¢ " Ò³^Ú³_³^Ö³Ãä(q×‚‰çñÜq`^áuÛˆå
~‰ZëzZu]Ô™ŠZgZzgS:]ZŠÔzÒ6Ã¿�Û}Å^~7HŠHìX'

äXXŠZ*âVÃ gjZ!ZEwHìÔQyÅz„äpZ³!*ð’k,ÅìX˜yÚ{ñ
çqZzgñZŠÆZ±gÐ¥â]Z‚ÛZìXŠZ*yZ÷Ú{ZzgZkÆ!{3¨4è

EE
GEÅ!*"$¥â]

Š~ˆ�X

7002Y~�áùƒð " ÊŠ³^Þ³äÂ³r³^ñ³gÒ^ißÏn‚pÚ_^ÖÃä " ¦;ŒŠŠ~ÅÂ[
ÃÇ%ûÐgzÙk™Z**CD�XY:Ú ÊŠ^ÞäÂr^ñg Xl)~'ZK"»Ñ

T$Å™ŠZgóg~Ôk>VÔ©óg~Zzgi!*yzÒyÆjZáÐ!*]ÅìXZkÆ´z{Y:Ú
T$»	RZzgçÑC:©zZãHŠHìXt"ZkZ±gÐZëì�Zk~©ÅúÒ{

»ZŠ!Zzg@*g]%û**Š+ÅWgZÅgzÝ " Y:ÚT$ " ŠZ*y»ù¦îg6,W~Y,̂{feƒñ
6,²:gZñŠïƒñz‡gxä–ìX ÊŠ^ÞäÂr^ñg ~³HŠHìX

Zq-Z+§i~èˆìX�Zkiâä~ZzgZk{mâjw» ÊŠ³^Þ³äÂr^ñg LL
Ih+{§iìXpZk§i{m~uzgÅ,»g8-CÙ(Yc*ƒZìXZzgZk
ä¹ÐlVÆ!*z�ŠZk~‰ZqÐiZ]aZK�XXXpZyÐ

ZR!*ÂV~i0+Ï»g8-ZÚ�Zì�ZkäY:ÚT$ÃŠzu~ŠZ*âV~
ºtŠc*ìXZn’Y~'Æ)©àx@{ÔâjwÐ�}g*ÔZkÆ

62 ¡~'×Z`Zzg®ÄTÃ(,ZŠ4ìXóó

~ŠZ*âV»ÑCDƒñŠZ*âV ]‰j³^á‰1]ÊŠ^Þ1iÔ ¦z‡gxÅ"
~ŠpaZ™äÆcZñªCÙG‰XtÂ[ŠZ*â~W~ãCŠ~jZ!gBbìXŠZ*
yÆjZáÐZk~ðh}p}�1ñZŠÆÒpÐZÌÆqï�X¦z‡gxä

6»rÃ~Zzgjgsó„ÐY,̂{1XQy»ìwì

08



LLiâää2gÐ¹ãÅZq-Z+�»»ŸHåX�gŠâyÅgŒVÆO
ñi0+ÏÅ‚Š{z%æFN@̀zVÅqïƒXXXiâäÅZÏÔZzg»2ä**zwÅ

ðÅZzgW×W×ZkäŠZ*yÅ(áàXXiâäÆtƒ»2ZzgZK̈
72 yÅtƒ¢zg'¿ZY:ÅðÅãCŠFXóó

–qp}»ù·ìtù·góg� ]ö…æÒ³^]‰j³^Þçp]h eZËZYzh+ÅÂ[
Æ:LñZŠZzg¥â]»�·;ÜìXtÂ[¥â]Z‚ÛZƒäÆ!*)̄ZŠ[~¤/ZV

Æ ÊŠ³^Þ³äÂr^ñg ÔZzg e³^Éæe`^… Ô Þ³ç›†‡Ú†‘Ä ŠgZŸ†ìXl)~ZëŠZ*âV
0ózW~It#‚’k,$4è>Ññ‰ZyIt#~ŠZ*âVÆâ~.ÔF,ZWZzgQyÅ
@*g]z—ãZÌzZãÅˆìXl)~ZYzh+!*rz·gÆ0g¶™D�X

ÜsZq-ŠZ*y7XtÂ[',RÅDÙZg‚!	RzpD@*gõ» e³^Éæe`³^… LL
Zq-i0+{Yzh+îìXZk~Zk§iZˆkÅ»g�Ûâðñ�Šì�ß5:gzZc*]Ô
gzqãzZÜ¹ZŠZgZzg)1CÅgÅZkëW°Ð„g]ì�œ-VÆ	R

¿ÆgzqãZzg!z
+B5Ðö
GE

GzgZV$»qÝìXtZq-¶KºçÑ}ÅÃu¦k,
ìXóó82

~WÆ‚BóIt#ÃÌ ]ö…æ]‰j³^ái³vÏnÐæißÏn‚ ‡Z†ò�Ûh+~Å"
�áïHŠHìXù¦îg6,ZkÂ[~óg8-¸̈ÃW@*ìXZk~ŠZ*âV6,�WQ

ìZkÐ¡qWÅgzZe$¢zg‡ìƒCìXQgŠzÅZë�~ŠZ*âV6,W~It#
ÆQ|[Æ0’k,™D�X ÊŠ^ÞäÂr^ñg cn’k,~Ññ‰X

LLZq-DŠZ*y~ÑzqÐWyJ-Zk0¬:Z|[»',ÚZzg¢~î GOÍðÆ�ÛZø
ÐÇ{',Zìƒ**W‚y7XZzgt!*]Ì¶Ky{§gì�Zk§¯ógläZq-

92 Š{îyÅúÒÏÅìXóó

ZLñçqÆÒpÐZq-»Š»xì ]‰j^Þn6]æ…unç]Þ^l eZËGZ£Å"
XYèZrVäŠZ*âVÆTUÃñçqW¯c*ìtËuJ-¯„åXZk~¯g^

18



z@»ÒÅ¿ZzgîsŠZ*âVÐ´äse$ÆÒpÐYâgzVZzg6,0+zVÅVB‚t
~ÌZë³Zã™ŠZgpZz e³³^Éæe`³³^… ÑäÅ»x[[ÅìXQgŠzZŠ[ÅczsŠZ*y

Œ6,„»ÂìXpZzÆŠzâVq¸ðpZzÃ.,~¤/ZD�ÂÂpZzÅYyX@*ì
XtÂZLâ´ÃXäÆnŠgc*~ê8-Î@*ìXpZz»Òyì

LLZã~**î(,|̂ZzgŠgc*ÅØ=}Ð}áˆẌð6,̈ð3@*åZzgñ
�V~`Y@*åXXXZq-!*gÏãq6,;B7,ZÔWçÅw™Š¬Â¸ÂìX
�áh+TŠx=Šgc*~eZÑ÷}‚BtÌÃŠZZzgc@*ƒZ÷}‚Bt©`Y@*å

03 Xóó X~äZkÅ™xñàXZväZkÃ÷~i0+Ï»:LH

~" )W¸iÐ0181YJ-( ]ö…æ]‰j³^Þ³ç7Ò1ÚßËoÒ†]… }iÃW,ÅW~»zl
t™ŠZgzVÐ0Š*z].h+${ð GOg7HŠHX¬@ZŠ[~t™ŠZgzVÆY,̂{ÃKÅÃ
ÒÅˆXZzgQgŠzÅZëŠZ*âVÐt™ŠZg‚tÑñ‰X¬@ŠZ*yÆ™ŠZgzV~F
§bÆtgD**]©¬x6,Ññ‰ZkÂ[~™ŠZgóg~»»ŠUzZäHŠHXZk
ÐU*"$ƒZ�ŠZ*â~ZŠ[ÅtâzgZðŠ*ZLZ0+gçãZzg_̈ÆYäÄ˜Vp

gBbìXZkÂ[»_·t™ŠZgzVÅƒÆnÆìX

~OZg=ä	d$ÆÁÜF,0Ì�ÛŠU�ÛŠUÒyK� enj³^Ùµ³3nŠoi`„mfoÚ_^ÖÃä
X')1ZzÑ(ÆÎZ¤ÃZ̀Òy™äÆ´z{	R_·Ãñçqc¯c*ŠHìXW
y~!*[ÆW¸i~gZYîVÔgZEVÔàzVÔ6,0+zVZzgpÒîVÆ**x’k,K�X‚âyWgZö»

Zq-§sùYßVÅbìXZLZL LL f™™DƒñpÒîVÆ**xzZãK‰�X}
ŒÛ¶Ð7ŠZyÔ0*0+ZyÔ5,Ôay}ZìgZ3GƒñŠO}�XaZÔPyÔZgAÔÅg~Ô

óóÆÄZyÐ enj³^Ùµ³3nŠ³oÒ^i`„mfoÚ_^ÖÃä Íg-V~½ZƒZŠOZìóóeZË¤CÙÂ²~
LL7Âóó~eZËÐZºäOZg=Å ’k,Kƒñ!*[ÃÂ[»œgŠgzZi{ŒÛZgŠï�X

"ÃyZ`d7HìX

LLOZg=ägzZîZ0+Zi~¡ŠZ*yÆpZmZzgpÒVÑg™zZäÅgzZc*]

28



Ð?Ø™ÔÏCwß»	d$z×ÆÚø~Ñc*ŠHY,̂{‡.ÞÂzZzg‡.Þd
ìXóó13

4102Y~©¬x6,WðX " eZË¢„k{yÅ»zlLL!*rz·g÷ZðŠŠ~:ïzW
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