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Who speaks for Pakistani literature? This is the question which the researcher

has tried to critically explore in this article. Unlike other literatures, at present,

Pakistani literature is being presented by those who write in English, not Urdu.

To make the matter more complicated, many of them are not even Pakistani

citizens and quite a few of them have never been to Pakistan. Call it an irony of

history or an outcome of the hegemony of English, mostly whenever the phrase

Pakistani literature is used it evokes the idea of the writings availablein English

by such writers as Hanif Kureshi, Aamir Hussain, Nadeem Aslam, Kamla

Shamsie, Mohsin Hamid, etc.  This is an interesting oddity which we usually do

not find with reference to other literatures e.g. American literature, German

literature, French Literature.     
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ZÏ§bţòZŠ[„Âì�çÑ}~M}gziQàzZáÎZÑ]Zzg�`~gzúƒäzZá
zZu]ÆË~LZ7gZCZzgLÇZ0+Zi~WZzgkãÅZßgÂVÅú™@*ìX̧òZŠ[

ZzgëM°Ì  ~Z¤/pÎaÆàq»0*c*Y**Zq-ÑiòZ%ìpZkàqÆ!*z�ŠZk~Zq-zu]

54



 ZzwÔZq-œ�@*g]ZzgÕãzgXZzgŠzxÔZq-  Š@Y$ËìXZkëM°Zzgzu]ÅŠz(,~z�;]�:

ãZzg)Ckë  „�`~gTƒ}Zq-‰qÑ]zzZu]»‚oXZyŠzz�;]»Ñiò³Zq-

M°ZzgZ·Z¿„Æîg6,‚tM@*ìXZ%M„ÅVwkXZ%OZŠ[Z%MÅpDÙ|#Zzģò
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ë 6,HY}Âz{¸gC'ŒÛZg0*NÐXt¹ŠNßg�wì�̧òZzgZŠ!jZáÐ�Qßwè
XŠ]ŒœÆ!*[~ZCD�ÔZ#fzZ3g̈_Å!*g~MCìÂëQkQßwÃQ«Šï�X

 !*]D?»7ƒCÉ¹ÐŠzu}!{3¨4è EE
GEÅ§bfzZ3g¨_ÌZLM\ÃÅg~îg6,

0*Î+MÐ™zg™DÃMD�X5±�ÛâNQyÅZKgZ}X

|tì�÷}Šzu}**zw³m,{y»OZzg÷~¼¬ŠzgÅ>X»ñçq
yz*yåÃgh™~äLËºm×Æ!*g}~7–X=7¥x~¾
ñçq6,qƒVX÷~ÓxF,ÃÒ¼ìÑ]Ã−™ä6,%ÃigS„zgQyìÑ]Ð
~$]Šgc*Ä™

#-)4è
EGGµY@*ƒV@*�Zq-Z+gŠ‚|#ð™jV�÷}ÇÃ

MÎŠÏ�X=‚Ð°zm6,6gHŠHÔ�ZkŠggZtƒ_�~LyßU»¦g
31 Ì:™eX÷ZËoÐÃð¸òm7ìZzg:„÷}ZgŠ¤/Šñ�ŠŠ*ÐX

fzZ3g̈_ÆZkZ´yÆ!*z�ŠZ,¼Š–g~�MVäZKÂ1V~fzZ3g̈_Ã:Üs
41 0*Îã'Æîg6,”gs™zZc*ÉZyÅ’k,zVÃÌ0*Îã!{3¨4è

EE
GEÅ’k,zV÷B(Š~X

Zq-Zzg'�',¤â~ZzgZ%OZŠ!òV~0*ÎãZŠ[Æ¬gsÆîg6,YlD�z{

ðŒÛ7',¤6~aZ  ðŒÛ7�XÅ0*Î+MÌfzZ3g̈_Å§b{àë{ZzgpÐiqìX
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Ð ƒ}Zzgz�½qÝÅXðŒÛ7ÆzZ−Ì0*Îã7¸XÉQy»mægZk)yz*y(
åXtŠg„ì�M!*ðîg6,Qy»{0+Zyó]™Æ7491YÆˆ0*Îy`ŠHXpP„‚ßVÆ
ˆðŒÛ7ÆzZ−0*Îygh™',¤6vƒ‰XfzZ3g̈_Æ',@TäZKZ’Zð’k,zV~

0*Îã�`Ãñçq¯c*ÔðŒÛ7äZKZŠ!i0+ÏÅZ’Z,ÅŠ;ð~,xN**xZŠE�ÛõÆ�

My~ŠiðŒÛ7‚w¬™ZcM}Zzg¿ªxÆˆzZ:',¤6ß^‰X 51 eóg~ÐÅX
gzi**)ÇgeM~‘‰ZLZq-»Ý~Qy»Iå�0*ÎyÆ0*kÜsZq-„Qy!*¹ìZzgz{

 ŠN!*]tì�N*ZG̃+ä0102Y~ 61 t�ZÐZLM\ÃzZ:yz*y~æ™ŠbecX

Zk§btÎZwZK 71 ðŒÛ7Ã�kñW,F,+ZŠ'VÅz„~Zq-',¤â~ZŠd$Æîg6,7HX
(ñ�Šì�ðŒÛ7¾jZáÐ0*ÎãZŠ[ÅúÒÏ™gì�Ôc*t�túÒÏ¾jZáÐ
QyÃÎ{ˆì?

ZkÐMPpËŠgÁë{qw¼Šzu~!{3¨4è EE
GE»ÌìXVwÆîg6,0+*ZÅaŠ{‚wÅ

/~{0+ZyÉ0*ÎyÐ',¤6vƒ‰Zzgz�xj-$Z(g™àX¬%ÝGg{‚wÅ/
~',¤6!3¨ÿ E

G
ƒ}Zzgz„xg;öZ(gÅXZÏ§b!*¹!{3¨4è

EE
GEÅZÒe$Ìc*ÂaZ„',¤6c*

Z%M~ƒðÔc*ZzZb/~~„z;Vvƒ̂XZkWÔ!*<mðŒÛ§ZzgfzZ3g̈_ÅÎZ¤
¥â]�ÛZë™ä»ÑCÙ¦/CÙ¦/0*Î+MÅÃðZ"àc*Z]ð°pF,ZÙ7XÉŠ*½~¸è

Æ%zzZzg=w•g]Æ�QyÆŠúò0*Î+MÅYõìX

f!ZzgZ%OZŠ!òV~Zy!{3¨4è
EE
GEÅ0*ÎãZŠ[6,ZYg{ŠZg~¾Šg¢oìZk»Z0+Zi{¤/Z†

Æ0*Îy
ÃŠN™l!ƒY@*ìX¤/Z†',¤6àŸzZÑczsZŠ!̀h+{ìT»W¸i³`-Eg;
Ð7991YƒZXZk~™zZáF6–g~ˆ~Y+TäZŠd$¶Ô}"5å HGHL‘Zzg]Òð Lc*&Ó4-	ð FGG){XZk

ÐZk̀h+}ÅZŠ!ZÌ»Z0+Zi{ƒ@*ìXÍ0102Y~Zk̀h+}ä0*Îy
�áùHT»Ñ
0*ÎãZŠ[ÃŠ*~”gs™zZ**åXp‡ç N†Ó˜tì�882,]6,ŒZkÑg}~X!{3¨4è EE

GEÃ
ŠZ*w¥Z−+ÔíqæÔaZÅÔ  �áïHŠHQy~ZÒe$Z,„!{3¨4è

EE
GEÅìXSy~uz„

ZkÑg}Å¬g°»gd$~Ì¸Ég�{Z�Ûzi  81 »nFÔ¬%@Ô·ðÔ0+*ZÅz){�X

ZkÑg}~ËZ,**ñg'»�áï7HŠH�0*Îy~gLƒ  ƒ}ÔZzgZLìÑ]»ZÖgHX
ZzgTäZgŠzÃfg=ZÖgÆîg6,ZCc*ƒXYV?HŠc*gèf[~0*ÎãZŠ[Å¼k,~Üsi!*È
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¸ÎZwFZŠ!òVÅ§sÐQVc*ŠHX  )„ÐÑbèMgizèì?

0+*ZÅÔp{yZzg»nFÅ’k,,ZKZKpÒVgBb�Zzg�ßvZyZŠ'VÆ6bÐzZ-
ìz{Zy’k,zVÐâ-k7ƒÐXpŒVtÎZwaZƒ@*ì�H¤/Z†~¡Zôm,~~™zZá
0*ÎãZŠ'V»Zq©YVH?

P;ðV~ÈƒY**pŠ0*ÎãZŠ[  0*ÎãZŠ[ÅúÒÏ»Zk§bi™Zôm,~™zZá
ÆjZáÐ.W$Zë�Z]Zzg}.�á]Ð{à7XZk»ƒÐ(,ZZzg6,.yÁ³Zq-Z,ZŠ[»

Å{0+ZãÈV (elitist) ÉZÑZB  (bourgeoisie) z�Š~MY**ì�ñç¬CZ±gÐá‰6

(crisis of Zzg�YZzg;C)bÃik,cÑ@*ìXZk»ƒÐ(,Z³Zq-úÒÏ»dZy

ZkZŠ[ÆZÒñç¬]Ã0*Îy~g	zZá¾d$6Ð¼uz»g  ìXYè representation)

7ƒ@*XZk~Ãð—7�Ù|#»dZyâˆâM!*Šc*]~Zq-¹(,Z!hÏîìÔptZq-¬x

0*Îã»!hÏîCÙ¦/7XZq-¬x0*Îã»!hÏî#ÂhCµðÔ"gziÇg~Ô¾"$ZzgŠc¤/Š~ìX
Z#Zq-Z%Oc*Zq-',¤â~‡g~Zy!{3¨4è

EE
GEÃ7,|™0*ÎãZŠ[ÆÚø~0*ÎyZzgZ„È0*ÎyÆ

Ãðm7ƒ@*X  ŒÛd$»(  !*g}~ÑÅg~îg6,Zq-¦g‡ì™@*ìÔÂQk¦g»|Ð)ÁZiÁ

»gzZ`0*Y**Zq-¬xÏ!*]ìTÅ(,~zz (clichs) Z,~Zy!{3¨4è
EE
GEÆ;V¹Ð®Ó4ið GIV

ZyÉgzV»¥â]Æ”wÆÉ45éGGyf!c*Z%O˜´ÆfgZùZšr6,Z®gƒ@*ì˜Vtz{Zq-

(The Map of »**zwËX(t»u  VwÆîg6,0+*ZÅ  à~ÅwÐg{gìƒD�X

ŠNBXZk~Zq-Zq-™Æz{Óx®Ó4fõ GIïYD��À˜f!ZzgZ%OfgZùZšr Lost Lovers)

Æ!*g}~X�XZy!{3¨4è
EE
GEÅ’k,zV»ù¦ (honor killing) ~0*Îy~)]Æ**x6,O

Åßg]~À_ìT»gz**czsŠZ›gZzg  (exotic stereotyping) ³Qk$++£�‚i~

Ãt‚iZi+zgeGäHìXZ(gztŠzu~¸ñVZzgp:VÆ!*g}~®Ó4ið GIVZzg¬x:¦gZ]ÃŠzZx
¿ìÎZÑ�RkãÅgZ�DzŠ™ŠêìX-VZq-zWW~Úø¹‚@*guZßmZŠ[

Zq-ÎZÊ-<åGXERZ·Zu~ÎŠqU*"$ƒäÅO}ÔvyŠ{U*"$ƒg; (diasporic literature)

ìX

ÆÄZyÃ³Zzg (The Reluctant Fundamentalist) íqæÆ**zwP&+[ãCŠ6,„

Š&ÀŸ/õ GG�tÄZy¾uJ-Zq-¬x0*ÎãÆZFÅúÒÏ™@*ìXZk»%œ/~™ŠZgZq-Ë
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ì�tªCÙ™@*ì�M`ÅâˆŠHg{mŠ*~Zq-›yâ�ZyÆ0*k (split personality),

ÜsŠz„gZ5�XZzwt�z{ÎZŅ̃Zò"5½3ð HGE™f$),÷}0™Zq-»x[i0+Ï¦/Zg}c*Q%æFNŸŠ
ð™@*ÃM@*ì�Ù|# (binary) èQÅp~ÒC{ááXZkÒpÐt**zwZq-"3ðIEe$

Æ+B5å FFG{TÃ({c*CÅÏ÷Æ‚B7™äÅ[¥xƒ@*ìXÎZwaZƒ@*ì�HZq-
»x[),÷}ZzgèI{ŠÅŠzZ•zVÆŠgxyÔ5äÆaÃð5w(7?²Šzu~§s

™zhzV0*ÎãZq-ZŠZwIZzgáZiyi0+Ï¦/Zggì��Zq-§sZLè<ØÃx§YyÌ¯}

ƒ}�ZzgŠzu~§sŠc¤/Š~ZzgZ•I~ÅÒÐÜZgÌ�X�áZ+íqæZzgZ,Šzu}
„ÅúÒÏ™C�X  

!{3¨4è
EE
GEÅ’k,,ÜsZ%MZzgf!˜´~}0*ÎEV

Qy»kèz‰Ü~ÈƒY**ìXZy!{3¨4è
EE
GEÅ  Zq-ZzgZë!hÏî�Z,!{¨4è

E
GEÅ;V0*c*Y@*ìz{

 ¦ggeÎìz{bwMZ/»0*ÎyìZzgQkÅãCŠ~zzt�Zy  ZÒe$Æf‚~T0*Îy»
ÉgzVÅZq-(,~®ZŠ¾wMÆ0*Îy~-(,SZzgˆ~Z%MZzg-g\Ã‡JgˆX¤gtZ
‰
!{3¨4è
EE
GEZk!*]ÅzZãVw�ZzgQZÏgzZe$ÃðŒÛ7ZzgíqæZK’k,zV~åóÃMD

�XZkÒpÐt!*]Zëì��’k,,0*ÎyÆ!*g}~,Ð³â}ÅŠ;ðJ-z�Š~MNÔ
Zy»´‘ñ�Š{0*ÎyÐ8

!3‹©ü
EG

ìX|tì�øVÆnÐ¹‚0*ãË[ìXZq-
Á0*gKÅ  ÃuZzgMiZŠ6,ZÇf$zc*Ô/ge$ÅbàÔ°DÅZq-i',Š„z̄’q-Æfg)bàÔ

� Ó#Ö»ZK/g~æ]ÅŠÆˆZN!¿Æfg=ZMZgÅ›>âZiÃÃ¹(,}(,}

é�Zzgâ'ƒÇ�M`»0*Îy¾wMZ/Æ0*ÎyÐ:Üs¹MÐò[ìÉ¹Z
ÌìX

ZZZZ!!!!xxxx++++BBBBïïïï EEEEIIII 5555XXXX

qgz!*ÑÓxWÐøgZÑZy**ñg!{3¨4è EE
GEÅ:Â**Šg~ì:„ZyÆZŠ!%ã»ZïgX

šµZy!{3¨4è EE
GEä.W$—0*tZŠ[ðHìXpÎZwtaZƒ@*ì�HZyÅZ‘Ðö WZŠ!&0VÆ

°p–™Š~Y}?c*HZyZŠ'VÅZy  Æa!*¹”VÆZŠ[ÐZµZq-  7Ã0*ÎãZŠ[
Š~Y}?Z[  )Z´6îg6,Z4ÃÎ,$  ÅZ‘Ðö W/&0VÆúnZq-¸òZŠ[Å‚g~Å‚g~úÒÏ

QZOg@ÔZËtZ£ÔØ•  tÎZwÌZëì�Z¤/0*ÎãZŠ[ÅúÒÏZy!{3¨4è
EE
GEÃÎ,$Š~ˆìÂ

œjÔ†Zv@ÔÝx„kÔZ£0+*‡ŠÔzik,M¸Ô!*âŠ²Ô+{gc*nÔíg**‰z){‰ÉgzVÅMzZi
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ë¹VÍ0*NÐ?ZzgZkhèúÒÏ~z{Ñq-YV7ƒ0*NÐ?Hzzì�ÑÄz~Zzg)

Z´6îg6,0*ÎãZŠ[Åµ6,z„ßvèŠb‰�X»Qh−–**Zôm,~ìZzg�0*ÎyÃf!
fgZùZšrÅ8ÆŠÙÃMD�?HZ%OZŠ[ÅZ+úÒÏÔZ%MÆZLÇgZŠ!òVÆ

a‡.ÞJwƒÏ?HZ¤ß~ZŠ[ÅZ+úÒÏÔpŠQkoÆZŠ!ßÍVÆ;VÑsJq0*nÏ?
HÃðZ%OÔ**zg}~gTƒ}Ô**gz

+B54è
GEGJEi!*y~Z‘Ðö W0*}»ZŠ[ð™ÆLÌQkÃZ%OZŠ[

»zŒÛZgŠ}0*}Ç?T§b0*ÎãZŠ[Æñçq6,»Ð²V~0+*ZÅÔ¬%@Ã�gã~Hg

Æñçq6,Ë»Ð÷~ËZ,Z%O'»æúHY**ŒÛ+  Zk§bZ%OZŠ[  æúHY@*ìÔH
‡kì�VwÆîg6,�ÛZ÷~}ƒÔz�»à~ƒÔZzgTÅ‚g~’k,,�ÛZúi!*y~ƒV?c*Q

fzZ3g̈_c*ðŒÛ7T§b0*ÎãZŠ[ÅúÒÏ™D�ÔHÃð)Z%OÔZôm,~Æ´z{Ë
 i!*y~É™Z%OZŠ[ÅúÒÏqÝ™0*}Ç?tz{ÎZÑ]��Zkz‰Üøg}ZŠ!Zzģò•

ZzgëTuJ-ZkÎZw»�Z[ˆl™ä~»x[  Q¬6,Zq-�}‚}Å§b!5å NEHÑg;ì  Æ
ƒD�ÔQÏuJ-ZLZŠ!•Å!*ic*ÄÅZy‡ì™Mh�X

jjjjZZZZÙÙÙÙzzzzjjjjZZZZ!!!!YYYY]]]]

˜V¸xæQjVÔ  M¸i„Ðt!*]zZãgì�̧òZŠ[Ðøg~%ZŠu»g~ZŠ[CÙ¦/7ìX̧ò 1X

x@zVZzgŠ1V»!ZÖgƒ@*ì²u»g~ZŠ[xZy6ÅzpZãZzg�{uZð6,ZŠ[Å»g~Å

7ƒCX (artistic value) È&+~ÃÒìTÃÃðŠk,0*2gZ:zw

Ô™Ô,·�èé:ÑƒgÔm82 iv†m†m62ß‚ Z®sÍCÙÔ 2X

3. James Bryce, (1886) The Holy Roman Empire London: Macmillan Publishers.

p. 134.
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about - pakistani-literature-an-interview-with-snehal-shingavi

»ì�çMsZµZhZ%k (Snehal Shingavi) t@*W,Ë¬x0*Îã»7É]4-<é EGXw]4ºé IEz~

·m,Ô-Eg;Ms
"5½mø
HGÔMVÔZ%M~ZÁÏZf$6,zW�X¸@*W,¹ÐŠzu}!{3¨4è EE

GEZzg>»

~0*ÎãZŠ[6,Ãgnp�X (academia) Ìì�Z%OZzg',¤â~òV

0*ÎãZŠ[Å°pÔ™ZcZi+cÔ™7X : Ô†g~XZŠ!•gZ] J]á ZOg@Ôgzi**) 9X

Ð Z¤/pt!*]*yÆZ0+gÌ™Š~ˆìpŒVÌZk»Z¬Š{¢zg~ìXZk‚g~Å‚g~c 01X

 øgZÑZy‡.ÞŠgÉgzVÅ»zØVZzg
+CÒ3§ö
GE

G
E

&0V»Zïgc*"Šg~CÙ¦/7XÎZwÜstì�̧è

Æ�Zy!{3¨4è
EE
GEÃ0*ÎãZŠ[ÅúÒÏÎ,$Š~ˆì?YVgziZ‚ÛzV¸ (canon) c*ZŠ[Æ¾Qßw

ßv0*ÎãZŠ[»¬gs‘WYgì�ZzgŠzu~§s%zV0*ÎãZŠd$ÔŠZ›gÔZzg!{3¨4è
EE
GEZq-)Z´6

Zzg)CkZ0+Zi~ZkúÒÏÐøzxGY`�X

VwÆîg6,tŠzzd$‚Q5±�ÛâNX 11X
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