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Feminism as a movement and intellectual discourse has to face many challenges

especially after 1960; the onslaughts have been mainly from intellectual,

cultural, social and religious circles. The paper seeks to critically review, the

nature and extent of these objections. The article presents a holistic view of

criticism offered on the feminist ideology and attempts to unearth its underlying

biases with reference to dominant social, cultural and religious discourse. The

paper concludes that most of the objections on feminism are primarily based on

misconceptions and biases of those who perceive it as a threat to patriarchy.
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gìXA$Zyg‚bäegŠ-Zg~~Èúg]Ã5ÎaŠ~X

Z¥/|Ð�†ZvZzgz©˜VÅi%æGLZŠZg]å3zZág‚áLL{Âyóó)6091(»ÂÑ„$›Í-ê
G

GL

²ZVÅZÌÃZY¤/™**Zzg
ÛzrŠbåXz©˜VHZ¥/|~±YVÆjwÅ!*ãZzg=‰Xg‚!
Ó8091~gZ”Z<~Åi%æGLZŠZg]Yg~ƒZXZk»ÑÌpZ&ÃÅgZzgWÇ„ŠbåX

�"ìGEL²ZVÔÓZzg{ÂyZkŠzgÆZ,g‚b��ZgŠz~@*"543ï EGIGGÆCÙZzwŠ5»™ŠZg
SDƒñÃWD�XZyg‚bä:ÜspZ&Æ_.!*]ZzgZˆ‚]ÃWzZiŠ~ÉZy~àŸzZà
’k,zVäçÑ}~pZ&ÅBàqªZzgZgqÃ$+sƒñdq«ÅXZ¹ZKfZ]Zzg

•»ÅgŠc*XZKë6,gZè/gŸg�zZàyz*ã{ÂyP‚zV~Zk‡.Þƒˆ�Z³èpZ&
èZsxÆPÃgxÐZkä8091~%ŠzVÅZq-Ðic*Š{�áŠ-VÆÜsŒÛZgŠZŠ0*k™Š~X

282



ZÞ,œ~Å2Júg]�,œ~Æa¸‚}J-Zk‡.Þƒ_¶�Ó,ðZzg
ŒÛZ>Z7Æ‡̈~eR™ZLZÖgÆnZµZzg»ŠgZ5É™nXÓ,ðÆ²Zã™ŠZg
ð”{ZŠZgZzggzZc*]Ãgz0+™ZLnZµgZ�ïsƒñÃWD�XŒÛZ>Z7ä%ŠzVÆ�á:
tK:½qÝ™DƒñZzgi0+Ï~)zZ]ÆD',ŠZg²Zã™ŠZgzVÃ
ÛzrŠc*X

�,œ~ÅWy~Š;ÇV~íg**‰Ô+{gc*nÔiZ@{¦ZzgÃÒŒ@*"543ï EGIGG»DZVñ5
ui�VÃì™CÃWg„�XZ¤/pøg}çÑ}~@*C„Ãz+5+k,Zð7B1QÌ¬@
ZW,Z]Æ pZ&Åqª~$+ÑƒaZƒg;ìX

þþþþ:::: @@@@****""""555544443333ïïïï EEEEGGGGIIIIGGGGGGGG6666,,,,ZZZZ‹‹‹‹ZZZZnnnn

ÃðÌÎac*„Z%½ÃÐÞZ7ƒCX1tÌ|ì�Ã~ZzgiZ%Ã]ÆË~
„Ãð„Z,ŠgZÃBì˜VçÑCZzg�R»çVÆ‚B‚BdZ@Zs»”wÌeƒ
nX@*"543ï EGIGGÌŠZ½Zzg{gYR6,ZZ‹ZŸ]ÅiŠ~g„ìXW`ÌSkÆZUîVÆ

‚t Synthises jZáÐIt#Yg~��Gj,Z‚ÛZßg‹qwì�ZÏ§bw~ÃðZ(
WYñÇTÐ@*"543ï EGIGGZLZ@ZsqÝ™Æic*Š{4çÑ{‡ì™ä~»x[ƒÏX

Skz‰Ü@*"543ï EGIGGÆjZáÐ&§bÆZ‹ZŸ]‚tWD�X

dzW~(t~G‰Z‹ZŸ] 1X

�RZzgçÑCÚø~G‰Z‹ZŸ] 2X

èIãCŠzV6,G‰Z‹ZŸ] 3X

@*"543ï EGIGG6,ƒäzZáSyZ‹ZŸ]»
ÛŠU
ÛŠUY,̂{„…ËËÆZ5Z`~æŠŠêìX

ddddzzzzWWWW~~~~((((tttt~~~~GGGG‰‰‰‰ZZZZ‹‹‹‹ZZZZŸŸŸŸ]]]]::::

Zq-(,ZZ‹Zn@*CZŠ[Æ£gÆjZáÐì�Z¤/ZŠ[~úgÂVÆZˆ‚]zŠ!*]Ã
ñçq¯c*YñÂQk’k,ÆZŠ!£g6,HZW,Z]%A$ƒf?
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SÏŠZ½F,KMÔÂZiyzW}Æfg))1CúZzgZ]Oo»”weƒ@*ìX@*CZŠ[Ã

)1CZŠZgÆÚø~6,pp6,ZÜZg»�Z[eZË**Ü„k.$ðGNVŠï�:

482



LL@*"543ï EGIGGZŠ!áyÅ)1CŠgÐÃðuz»g7gBbXtQÆñçq»ZLºmÚø
~_·™Cì'ZÝtì�CÙ¹g~»Zq-Ã~
Û*zguƒ@*ìTÆZ0+gz{¹g~
QÐZ²™CìZzgt
Û*zguQÆ‰ÍØVÅºmZ0+Zi~‹bÅZYi]Šê
ìZzg‰UîVJ-g‚ðÐ‡Üƒ@*ìXóó51C
@*CZŠ[Æ£gÐ„ÝtÎZwÌì�@*CZŠ[Æ£gÃëÃc*C6ÅãCŠ6,
6,OÐc*ZŠ!ZŠZgÆ!*)̄X61C

SkÎZwÆ�Z[~øg}0*kF,¹I’q-Æi%æGLZW,ðƒäzZáZŠ[ÅVwñ�Šì�
˜VÃc*C6äZŠ!ZŠZgÃÃZ0+ZiHz;VZŠ[È{0™g{ŠHZzgXZŠ'VÆ;VÃbZzgZŠZg»
ZâZ`ñ�Šåz;VQ¹ZŠ!@*gõ~&Ò5å ENEwBXSkjZáÐ@*"543ï EGIGGÆÃc*CŠZ],}~gT
ƒñZŠ[»Y,̂{1YñÇZzgSkY,̂}~ZŠ!ZŠZgZzg/pçVÃÅpg3YñÇX

@*CWÆjZáÐZq-Z‹ZnzZgŠƒ@*ì�:

LLZ¤/ëttÌ™B�pZ&Åi!*yÔSyÆZ‚2Zzg¢�Ñi˜Zq-e{Hgnp
�XSkßg]~HpZ&ÆZŠ[ÃYiZzg6,ppÅã‹VùƒZŠ[ÅãkVÐ

ZƒVÏc*HZ(eì?HZ+ßg]~Zq-÷:æZgÐò™Šzu}÷:æZg
~ŠZ4ƒäÆZ²ZxÐXYnÇXóó71C
"!!*ÑÒy~ñ�ŠÎZÑ]@*CZŠ[ÆjZáÐŠzß�V»³�XSyß�VÅãCŠ

�R@*gõ~â»ZK̈yÅÃ¶ZzgBw~„ì�§»CÔ;CZzgçÙîg6,gZòZYâVÅgzÝ
~LƒCg„Xt9)Ïî ENLLZ¤/ëttÌ™B�pZ&Åi!*yÔSyÆZ‚2Zzg¢�Ñi˜Zq-e{

Hgnp�Xóó@*g+
÷
GE

L�"ìGELZK̈ãÐÜ½Ã™ä»³ìZzgQqgz!*Ñ„g]~LLpZ&Æ
ZŠ[óóZzgLLùƒZŠ[óóÅŠzâVZ˜²ƒZzg%ŠZ‚kçÑ}~‡ì”{eâVÅãCŠ6,ËÃb
c*ËgzbÃ6,ppÆ¿ÃªCÙ™C�XLLùƒZŠ[óóÐ£!ógÅ'ç NZŠtì��ZŠ[çÑ}~ð
ƒg;ìXð»g%Šìc*úg]SkÅH7XŠgZÝz{7g~â»ZK̈yÅúÒÏ™@*ì²SkZŠ[
»Z¤/W~Y,̂{1YñÂz{%ŠzVÆ$©)î EG

0ÃÐ%ŠÅdqÔZˆ‚]ZzgZqwÃ7™@*ìXW`Ð
Zq-el,|œ~IÂ¨ð»gúg]Æz�ŠÅz,„ÔƒCg„XZ¤/ZÖgÅ6g~QÐ¼™6,

6g™CÌ¶Âz{ZLz�ŠÆZm]Æ%âVÔec*ÇÆg¤VÅwÐ‚tWðX
f»tâ'ì��d$z')å GOyÅú~úg]{ñlÓ�áð0™Zq-!w™ŠZgÅßg]~7

¶ÉZq-dw™ŠZgÅqï¶XW`Z¤/ë@*gõÃâ»ZK̈yÅLLÛóóÆ%ŠÙ�ÂSkÅzztì

582



�@*gõâö%ŠzVä%ŠZ‚kçÑ}Æ£gzVÃZ(g™Dƒñ@*gõèZzgz„ù¦@*gõ7g~
â»ZK̈yÅ@*gõŒÛZg0*ðXpZ{Sk~pZ&»f™åc*7X

ZÏ§bLLùƒZŠ[óóÅZ˜bçÑ}~%Š™ŠZgÃdwZzgãCŠ~ây™úg]Ã¡QkÅ!
Å§sŠÇìXLLpZ&ÆZŠ[óóÅZ˜bZEw™ÆQyÃpŠZK̈+MÆŠZ],}Ð!*CÙ™Šc*ŠHX

-V@*CZŠ[ZzgQkÆ£gzV6,QVc*ŠHtZ‹Zn%ŠZ:Ò#/õ EG»Dgƒ™pŠZLgŠ»:LáC
ìXZ#Z3ÿXLŠZøtë��CÙr3ýELZŠ[©�CÙðZK6,ÄÆ£gpŠð™CìÂQ@*CZŠ[

ðƒäŠØXz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚BSk»Zq-‡&ÿELŠguâtgœzJqÆ%Zið™D™D
pŠ„£g~gA]Ã0*áÇX

@*C®ZAØzZßäSk%µÆaÇÅ™$lç
HExÅZ˜bZEwÅXQ,Vä',¤â~K̈ð

ŠzuZŠzg (Feminist) ªŠzg0881X0481)2(@*C (Feminine) ZŠ[Ã&%Zi~„HX)1(�
ŠZŠzg0291Ð@*qwX81C (Female) 0291X0881)3(âŠ´

ØzZßÆ7™Š{Sk{Æ~Wy~ŠzgÇÅ™$lç
HExÅ§sgÉð™@*ì��pŠ$½3§ö

GE
ìZzgTÃ

%ŠzVÆ¯ñƒñ£gzVÅ¢zg]77,CX
PZvLL@*C)1]»çóó~'×h+˜��Z¤/!*Á̧õw@*gõÆËñh6,SyÒÔ_.!*C

�RZzgZOŠ~)b»iˆl™1ŠHXÐ@*CZŠ[~“ZzgÚî»�Zi
ÛZëƒ@*ìc*WÒ{ë
ËZ,�`~ŠZ4ƒYN�ÜsZzgÜsZK̈yZ‚kƒZ+ßg]~@*CZŠ[c*@*"543ï EGIGGÆH
pg{YNÐ?

“¸çLq¢ÅŠZøÂ¸9ì�i0+ÏÅ�µZzgC×VLLZŸsóóÅqï�Xz‰ÜÅZq-R6,
gTƒñ£xÔâjwZzgpÄ$+%Ð_.!*CZzgZOŠ~)bÅâÎÔ‚Zzg]åIO]~p~WYC

ìX®ZËiâãy6,Zy)bÆ»ƒä»Gz£Ì
&CÿLÃìX

˜VJ-@*CZŠ[~ñ�ŠÚî»�Zi»ƒä»ÎZwìÂSkÆZk**]Åu¥x™äÆa
…@*gõ~Ä„7,}ÇXZg»5+k,ZK̈ãçÑ}ÅCÙ%µ6,$+rƒð‚|#»_·™**7,}ÇX

Zkq6,FFŠ*D©çÑ}Ðig¦ZzgQçÑ}J-QkÐÌ¬ZK̈ãÑÅg~ôpZ‚:~
ZŠzZgJ-t!*]ÈVì�çÑ}~úg]ÃåU*â~Šgz5ZzgCÙŠzg~°x•ZzgÙ|#ÆdZy
»‚og;Z+ßg]~"!!*ÑGz2»|~$+%»ZkyÃ7W@*Xtè$¸„SkzzÐÌ
aZƒ@*ì�}:}Ë:ËR6,@*"543ï EGIGGÃâgšxZzgF,¹I’q-ÆáZi~gÄ™ŠÚÅÃÒÅˆ
ìXâg±h4ïGGZzgQk6,FFF,¹IZŠ[çÑ}~ñ�ŠaZzZg~g¤VÅ!*]™D�Xz;VçÙ

682



Ýòc*çÙ°x)zZ]Å!*]ƒg„ìXtÂeì�çÑ}~LçÙ)zZ]»@sqÝƒ
YñSkÆŠzŠ!*]Z¤/p{xßg]~„�ƒ7Áõ FN�1#Ö:¢ðGOÂVÆ%œ/~ƒäÅzzÐ
ŒVÌZk**]özŠ�X²@*"543ï EGIGGc*@*CZŠ[»mZq-r3ýELZK̈ãÆZˆ‚]Ô_.!*]Zzggzqã
)bÆ‚Bì�Zq-R6,çÙ°x)zZ]ÐÌOW,ƒD�1tZW,Z]bz~�®Ðö

N7Xù¦
wÐŠ¬YñÂ(ÏÔçÑCÔ�RZzggzZîúZïic*Š{zWeä6,@*"543ï EGIGG»ŠZ],{³™D�
É²Aô
N

FZ,kãZzgiâã!3‹§õ EGÌgì�Z#úgÂVÃ»°uJ-çÙWiZŠ~ZzgpŠZ®g~qÝƒð1
(Ï¤‰Ü:ƒäÅ¯6,tpŠUg~Q¹Ç)zZ]Zzgdq«:™mX91C

!*Án@*CZŠ[~Úî»!*)̄“WzZá_.!*C�RZzgZOŠ~)b»iˆl™Ì1YñÂ
QÌZKwÃ',ŒÛZggppÅÃÒÔZLz�ŠÆZm]Ã‡ìgppÅ].z4@*CZŠ[Ã�Zi
ÛZë™}
ÏXQkÆñç¬]»ç™}ÏZzgWÆ£gúŠ}ÏXÐeì�@*CZŠ[ù¦ZŠ[Å

wqÝ™á&éELÅ¹ÿ NQÏ§b‰W`»ZŠ[%ŠzV»ð™Š{%Š%œ/~™ŠZgzV6,FFù¦ZŠ[»£x
g‚rìX

tÂçnìGz£ßg‹qw~@*CZŠ[ÅðZzg@*CW»ÔŒVtÎZwÌuQV@*ì�
@*gõÆQkGz£ñh6,Hâè~ð”{ZŠ[ZCz�Š',ŒÛZggÄnÇc*7XSkÎZw»�Z[KX
ZöXZáÆZÖpÐ$ðGNVMì:

LL'Ç�á²~»£gtì�z{ËgzbÅ¬x=q$+%ÆÌ̂i0+{gSìXÉ
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