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In Muslim culture Seraglio is known as the part of the Muslims' house

particularly sultans/kings and emperors' or palace particularly reserved for the

wives and concubines. Contrary to this a number of tales about harem/seraglio

have been concocted on the basis of information collected by early modern

travel narratives and intuition. Such early modern (Mis)-representations are an

attempt to characterize the institute of harem as a legitimate place for seduction

within the Islamic culture. This topic has been attracting scholarly attentions for

many centuries for many cultural and political reasons. A tradition of such

(Mis)-representation of Islamic culture in Western course of historical and

literary texts on imaginative and intuitive specters is not new in its essence. On

the other hand, Western intellectual discourse at large does not reveal the

element of sensuality from its own tradition of courtly- love relationships.  It is

surprising to see that this relationship was reckoned sacred and existed between

erotic desires and spiritual attainments within the Western culture. In Islamic

tradition the harem or seraglio was restricted to the place where no strangers

were allowed to visit and only a home's selected male members and chosen

eunuchs were allowed to roam around freely. This study investigates how the

Ottoman seraglio was portrayed in early modern writings and how the creative

artists associated their cultural exotic phenomena with Ottoman Empire. How

travel narratives, stereotyping, fantasy, over-generalization and religious

biasness have contributed in fictionalizing the Ottoman Seraglio.

Keywords: Seraglio, Concubines Representation, Heram, courtly-love
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(Gofman,2004 Ù|#ƒ**¶óóX)
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G

ELZi].h+]Ç~',¤6Ð

2(Dawson-2008) 0Zq-;CFg~¶þóóX
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æÜÔk,�ÔŠêÔZŠÔä)Ô&ZŠÔ%+Z=ÔèZzg-g\ÆF´̧VJ-#ƒð¶XÎy·

Ã<z{‚ÑgåTäèÃ]Ò‹3ïEGL¢6»z¯c*Zzg@*gõ~Îy·Ã<Æ**xÐZ%ƒŠHXZq-
§s¢ãZkŠg!~Ð’gì¸ÂŠzu~§s',¤â~›âVÅÑÐ{`¸XtÓxf™
ZkaÌ¢zg~å�Zq-z‰Ü~t¢ãì¸�{ŠÄw$4èGELÑ<4ð XNZ™D¸XZkÐZyÅŠ+

ÐgÉZzgpDîg6,ZPxÃÌªCÙ™@*ìXpŠzu~§s@*gõ~Zq-Zzg¢ã!*Š�á{&›Š*
Æ**xÐc*Š™Cìä0251Ð6651J-  Suleiman the Magnificent ÎyÑyZzgf[

ƒÐîsz‰ÜJ-Ó#ÖÅXƒÐic*Š{ZÏÆÇÅ)ß(úÒÏÅˆXZkÆÇZzgZkÆû

The ÅÂ[ Peirca, P.L. ~pZ&Æ™ŠZgZzgwxuZÃf[ä¹ic*Š{It#»z¯c*X

�3991~èˆÆ  Imperial Heram; women and sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire

—��: Ithaca Šâd~

LLZ¤/ÎÛ,Zzg,ƒ,œ~{~~^ŒÒ3ïEGL¢6»wxuZƒÐúc*Vñçqg;ÔtÌ
sì�ZÏŠzg~ZÐƒÐic*Š{ßŒŠHX].h+@*g]Ò#/õ E

GZkgDyÃªCÙ™D�

 �ñgcwxuZÃZq-**Y,̂Ò¸ï:ZŠZg}Æîg6,úc*V™Æ]Ò‹3ïEGL¢6Æ
 4(Peirca,P.L,1993 çÑ}ÅZÜ¹!*:VÃêzb™**°ŠåþóóX)

ZkÐªCÙƒ@*ì�f[›âVÆZq-ÀòywpDZŠZg}&wxuZë¸ÃùB

¸XqÑèwxuZŠ*ÅCÙŠzp:V»œ�pDZÖgtìXyz*ã�`~ZÐi**:Ð™[HY@*
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EGL¢6~yÅpZ&Æ´u{£â]c*»VÃ˜V¬x%ŠzVÅg‚ðe:¶ÔÃwxuZ

¹Y@*ìXt¿Zq-)©à¿7ìÔŠ*ÅCÙpÄ~wxuZË:Ë**xÐñ�ŠìXpyZ"
ÅzzÜs›âVÆi**y{äÃIZc*ŠHX¬%{Yg3ãZKÂ[~—�:

ÅZ˜b{mîg6,F,ÅwxuZÆaZºZqÅˆìTÆÑuzŠÅ Seraglio LL

T»pÑuZ\c*{{:ìÔZzgF,Å»Â serare ¶K0+„™**åXZk»â~.ZN*AÂ

T»pg�Å(ìÐ»g1ŠHìXZkZ˜b»ÑpZ&Ã{c*özŠ serai

Š3**åXOçf!Úø~wxuZÅ°p¼-Vì�z{(ì˜VpZ&ÃZµê

g;Y@*ƒX:ãCŠ~p{{:Æ„�Zzgˆ~T~{pZ&Ãë#ŒYä

5(Amira,J:2008) ÎóóX

Z(4ì�Qkz‰ÜÆ',¤â~ñgcZzgŠZøzggzðwxuZZzg<ÇƒVÐ”h+OW,¸ZzgZy  

ÆZL;VÅ¬ģ›ÅgzZe$äï™Z7›âVÆwxuZ!*g}6’k,™ä6,Z‚c*ÔtÓx
ç5]D6,»7ƒDIZi].h+ÇÐÑzqƒäzZÑt©**)W`ÌZLÂWIZ:³ZìÆ

‚BYg~z‚g~ìXZzgW`Ìf[ZsxÔZsò�Z+ÔÃ],ÔçÑ]ZzgÑ™*~VÅ§‹Ig�Zzg
†]Ð0CÙi{uZð™@*gLì@*�›âVÅ_.!*C”]ÃY™YnZzgËuJ-ÁHYn

pœ-V6,”Zk)ß(úÒÏÐZknÆúZïÐ›âVÆmÅ‰h+„ƒCg„ìZzg

f[ÆZL;VÐñgðäZK„)ß(úÒ7V»6,Š{euHìÔYèZq-§bÐZ,@*g]
Zzg�YÒ#/õ E

GZyÆZL�`Ã"z̧s¯äÆáZŠs¸ZzgZ(™**ÌZq-§bÐgc*4ƒZzg

gc*4ŸŠìÔf[ÆZC;V»�ÛŠÁZiÁZÐ(ÏÒâ~ZºZq‚i~»6,Š{eu™@*ìZzgZL„
‚%Z`ÃgŠ™@*ìX¯Å!*]tì�f!®+Zk§bÅZºZq‚i~™Dz‰ÜZk~ñ�Š§Š

‰�  ÃÈw„‰�**ŠZ·z{±o/õGZL„ÒEVÐZ�Zs™gì¸XZkÅFVBŠ~Y$Ë�X

 -**ã!*Š�á{C**[+kZzg6,ë�á{8k5é
EI

Ggc*   T~ 300 -**ãÚø~ƒàzzeÅ¯ðƒðZq-™
ÅkB»qwŠ3c*Y@*ìXZk~Š3ðYäzZáoø~Ð¼oø-**ãZzgZk,Zã< Xerxes 

{âVZzgwxuZ!*g}ÌX�ÎÒÒp¹úc*VŠ3c*ŠHìXc*Šgì�ZyŠzâV»Ç|]

}mZ?xÐ½ã0*õÎ',kI»ìXZk™~…-**ãZzgZk,Zã<{âVZzgwxuZ!*g}¥x
ƒ@*ìXZkgzZe$ÐtZ~.™**Â7�]Ò‹3ïEGL¢6ÆÜst)ß(úÒÏZq-ÒpÐ-**ãZzg
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gzðp:VÐ»g”{ÒEV»ZW,åT§b¬ģ›ÅgzZe$�ÛZúgzZe$ÐZ~.Åˆ¶X

 Imaging Arab ‰Zi+zgeGä¹å�LLCÙúÒÏßúÒÏƒCìóóX6¬%̀¾ãZKÂ[

~f[ZzgZ%MÆ¦g!*g}—�: Womanhood 

LLwx»¬xîg6,|x6,Š{1Y@*ìÔpwxuZÐ%ZŠz{(àYCì˜VpZ&6,Š{7
™'ÉŒV??ÏZgzV~ZzgßaàêËsÕ[KƒñÃxúg'ƒC

7.(Amira Jarkamani:1993) �óóX

Z#�pŠF,ÃV»wxuZñH¦gìtŠ9Ì¢zg~ìXF,ÃVÆ;VwxuZÅŠzÕÿ�Ô

Zq-z{̂�âW!*Šc*CÁÜÆWäÅˆ‘Ð.5éGCIt#~uZá™Æ£òW!*Š~ÃZKgzZc*]ÔZŠZgÔ
pÄÔè<ØZzg‹ziÐ™zg™ŠîìXTÅVwF,ÃVÆczsÎ\§s&0*Îy~LL÷Z

ÎyóóÆ**xÐ7HŠHåÔ~ÃWCìXT~ÎyÑyÃjgxÎyÐ›™DŠ3c*ŠH
åÔf!®zVÆ;VZq-@*W,tÌì�›ykBÆŠzgZyXpZ&Ã{™D¸Z7ZLwx»

z¯D¸ZzgT§bLL÷ZÎyóó~Š3c*ŠHì�¾§b!*Š�á{Z#wxuZ~W@*åÂgZ@Zg~Æ
ŠzâVZ§Zs!*0+c*VZzgpzg]±HVZz6,ÒyK‰]kid$@K9~ƒC‰Ô!*Š�á{T{Ây
Æ‚Bï]™**eLåQkÆ‚tgzâwNŠc*™@*åÔ6�RkegZó~íHŠHåXt$›40î EGEL

z„âˆâW!*Šc*C‘Ð.5éGCUìT~âW!*Šc*CÁÜZW,5+k,~Æfg)ŠgWD�XtegZ)F,ÅÉ

-g\ÔZ¨Zzg²[˜´~Š¬ZzgIHŠHXpZkegZóäF,Å�`ÃŠz”V~„™Šc*Ô

Åg7g^Æ_.F,u!*Š�á{ÑyZzgZkÐ0wxuZ»6,�`~"ì0*ðˆZzg Reuters

ZÐgzZe$I6ä:ÜsšŠ™Šc*ÉZî`ÌHÔpŠF,ÅÆQkz‰ÜÆœgqZgŠzZyä

Šg`fsZÖp~ZkegZó~F,uÆ�á0+ZgâèÅßúÒÏÃgŠHå:

LLZkegZó~øg~5±ÃZL�á0+ZâèÅÂ�Ôøg}@*g]Z‚ÐÅE+?Zzgt
8(Reuters) §jÐŠÚÅÃÒÅˆìþþóóX

äÎyÑyÆwxuZ!*g}’k,HåÔZk~ Greaves t!*ÇZÏQÅúÒÏì�5361~
ÎyÑyÃ!*ÇÎ\egZ)~7K‰ÎyÅ§bŠ3c*ŠHåXZkÂ[~!*Š�á{ÆwxÔZk
Æzik,zVÔ�zVÔß&+-VÔç-VÉCÙQk¿Ã’k,HŠHìTÐ]Ò‹3ïEGL¢6ÆZÜ¹©**ó

Ã6,Zn{Š3c*ŠHìXZk~™�63~¤/-iqì:
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¯c*Y@*  )ª›y(  Turks LL.Zgc*V�4wxuZ~ŠZ4ƒC‰ÂƒÐ¬Z7

åXZkÆaZq-{m½d$»ZZŠHY@*åT~t.Zgc*VZKÞŠ]zZàZiZV

™tZÖpZŠZ™C‰)ÑZ!Zv·gÎwZv(T»ptå�Ãð}.Z7ÎZñZvÆZzg

(9 Greaves ,1635, p36 ·~VZvÆgÎw�óóX)

ŒVZkQ~'»Zsx!*g}D¹Ò¥xƒ@*ìX�Ûn™,�Zq-!*Š�á{���gf!
®+ÆwxuZ‰)ZÜ¹ywZŠZg}»â´ìÔz{!*Z(gìÔÍc*�¦§wxuZf[Æfg)M

ìz{ZsxÐÐƒŠxìÔÎZ¤/!*Š�á{ZsxÐƒŠxÃð÷uZ�xŠ}g;ìÂZÐ{~pZ&Ã

¯äÅH¢zg]¶?tZkZ%Å§sÌZ�ág{™@*ì�f[»¦§!*0+~Ì  Turks ›yª

**¢åX!*0+~»¦gZsx»ZºZq™Š{7ìXZsxÐI{~pZ&Æ‚BmKãmZq-

gzZe$åXZsxäÂ!*0+~Æ¦g6,Zâf)ŠZgc*V¬Z+™Š,�ZkÅ!*‡°{^¹¢»ƒ̂XtÌ
eì�f[TÆ;VMZÑizZ`ÅgzZe$7ìÔ›yÅMZ²z`çÑ}6,Zq-ƒ½~

ó{eZàƒZzgZÐ)ZÜ¹ŸÆÐÝHƒX-VÌ›âVÆwxuZJ-ZyÅg‚ð7¶Zk

aZrVä¹ÏŠZ*3¯BXZ’Z~Zk!*g}^**ó6,ZrHŠHX»ñZŠZÒ¦gZ]Zzg
IÅ˜õ

E6,FFƒ@*åXˆ~!*‡°{)ß(úÒÏZq-ÎcªZY6,È4ð XNZXìZvÍÞ��F,ÅÆZq-

czsèIe°Zzggzqã§ZŒYD�»wxuZ!*g}¦g¼-Vì:

LLwxuZYßVÆZq-Z,‡5Åâ#ì�àz‰ÜYwZzgZÜ¹pDZŠZgÅpÒ
',‚@*ìX‰�Zq-y~ZÐZŠ~ï]Ç{Zq-Z+(ƒCì˜VCÙËÅg‚ð7ƒC
�tZ•ðfZC(ƒCìZzgZkÅZq-{mw#ÖƒCìÔŒVJ-�Zq-„yÆZ�ÛZŠ
Zq-Šzu}Åï]Ç{~Y**I7™D�ZkÐZk»¼kªCÙƒ@*ìXZ,„

Ü¢ï
EGL¢6~wxuZÃZq-{m£xqÝå˜VyÅpZ&Zzg{ŠâîVÃŠvyÐZµ

01 (Fgulen.com/books) g3Y@*åZzgtÜsF,ÅgzZe$7ìóóX

ìZvÍÞZzgqZgŠzZyÆÒâVÐt!*]zZãƒCì�f[�§ÛzãâW!*Šc*CZÐZzg

�§£òâW!*Šc*CZÐCÙŠzRCÙ¢ãwxuZÅßúÒÏ~ẑsg;ZzgZkÆ"Ñg(ÏÔpDZzg
çÙ£œ¸X‰�¬ÒyHY[ì�ƒÐ¢oâW!*Šc*CÏgi!*yZzgpÄÃ*™**ƒ@*
ìXâW!*Šc*C��V~tZq-;CXì�£òpDZ»×VZL;VÆ§¯çÑ]Zzg§¯(„
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ÐÜZgŠ3ðŠï�ZzgâW!*Šc*CÁÜÆi%æGLZW,ÒEV?ZL£òÒ#/õ E
Gú™D�Ôf[F,Å

(Ï©**ó6,pVœ~ÆZ’Zð‚ßV~ic*Š{qz~g;@*ëÀòîg6,f[{mîg6,',¤6
F,ÃVÐp‚Û{g;Zzgª]Z0îg6,Zk,Zã$~!*Š�áƒVÐ©]4ZzgËuJ-',ŠgZ:‡ìgÇXZk

qì: Vaughan, Å¹Ïz�;]�ÔZy~ÐZq-Æ!*g}~

LLZk,Zã$~F,ÃVÅ§b|áÆaç{7¸XŠg|$~xZy{m™�á{
óó¸ p s e u d o - C h r i s t i a n s „k|ÇVÆ¹Šz„¸É4|ðLL

11 (Vaughan, 1954, 210; Matar, 1998, 130-31; Knobler, 1996)X

ZkÒ#/õ E
GÐtÌªCÙƒ@*ì�f[{m™',¤6¹Z’ZÐ„›âVÃ°xÙ|#Æ%µ

Ð¦/Zgg;åÔf[ä¾w'g]Ð›âVÆŠgxyZîuÅOñZ%sÃŠgc*ÄHZzgQk»

(ÏZEwHZzg]Ò‹3ïEGL¢6ÆÜsZC™ˆlHXŠzu~§sz{›âVÅZq-M9.3šï EGGÃZL
„pDÒEVÆÜsZ‚ä6,»x[ÌƒŠHÔ@*ëZkÆZL@*g]ZzgZºZ¦ÒEV~�Üåc*
§Šå&Õä ERyQkÆfg)›âVÅ*”{@*gõÃKÅÃÒÅˆìXt*yZÏeÅZq-š/~

ìX
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