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After the affiliation of Punjab (1849), the British needed human resource in
order to keep colonial system in its place. So the department of education was
established (1856) under the patronage of Colonel Hallroyid and Major Fuller,
and the preparation of text books began. Therefore, so many competitions were
announced time and again, and a text book committee was formed (1877) for
this purpose. After 1857, that was the very platform, the Urdu prose flourished
by leaps and bounds in the areas of education, literature and artistry from two
perspectives:subject matter and manner of writing. For the preparation and
accomplishment of standard textbooks, experts and intellectuals were invited
from Uttar Pardash(U.P.) to Lahore. Amongst which mostly were the capable
teachers and intelligent students from Delhi College, who not only knew about
the ancient and modern branches of knowledge, but also understood the motive
and purpose of British government. They established the curricular and
academic progression of writing and editing on best lines and proved themselves
the coadjutors in the completion of British motives. Although the prose of
textbooks is considered as functional prose, yet it provided the basis of literary
prose. This is the reason which increased the importance of education
department and its textbooks in colonial era to manifolds. This paper reviews
the historical developments surrounding Urdu and its spread in that particular

era.
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