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Composing of Chronogram (TareekhGoi) is a scientific skill based on
numerical value, which has been determined by its masters as an art. Like
a true historian, its aim is to give a true picture of the incident, past and
present, through an alphabet, a word, a sentence, a Quranic verse, a Hadith
or still a single line. The value of numbers has been in vogue in the East
and West through ages.The practice of using letters for numbers, is the
basis of Abjad (also called Jumal) used in composing chronograms.

A lot of chronogramic verses were composed in the 18th century. The
climax of this art was seen in 19th century in the Subcontinent especially
in the northern and Southern India.It was so popular that almost every poet
at that time was not only well-versed in it but also composed it in Persian,
Arabic, and Urdu languages to prove his poetic excellence.The poets who
were proficient in poetry but weak in composing chronograms, their ability
in this particular skill was taken doubtful.

The climax of this art goes to the glossaries edited by the poets (Tarekh go
shoara)in the 19th century. Many glossaries were published after the Battle
of Fredom 1857 in the subcontinent. These glossaries proved very
beneficial to the poets (Tareekh go shoara) of 19th century. With the help
of these glossaries, experts as well as the poets composed
chronograms.These glossaries were published almost during the second
half of the 19th century.These glossaries are more than a dozen.A number
of glossaries could even not be published, Hamail.e.Tarekh is one of
them.The writer of this Glossary was a famous Urdu poet AmeerMeenaiee.
This article is an elaborative study of the glossary (Hamail-e-Tareekh) of

the words edited by AmeerMeenaee with annotations.
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"The point we wish to make is that this controversy is neither new nor is in

our opinion unique. Our opinion that where ¥ is pronounced is & it must,

as a rule, be counted for 400 and where it is pronounced as ‘ »” it must

always be counted for five is more relevant to the tone, temperament and

needs of Urdu today than it ever was"™
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