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This article has been divided into two parts. The first part deals with general
discussion of Dastan. The second part takes a holistic look at the work of Suhail
Ahmad Khan,one of most authentic critics of this genre. The word 'dastan’ is
Persian and can be translated as "tale" or "story". There are long as well as short
dastans in Persian. In India the genre was not only adopted but also transformed.
For the richness of imagination, the diversity of adventures and the interlocking
of the real world and imaginary realms, the best examples of Urdu dastans can
be rated as unique. Some of these dastans are short, from 150 to 200 pages, but
in a few cases can be as long as thousands of pages. In fact, "Dastan-e-Amir
Hamza", a very comprehensive example of the genre, consisting of
interconnected tales, is spread over 47 volumes in its published form on nearly
45,000 pages. Many equally long dastans exist only in manuscript form and have
never been printed. The nearest equivalents to Urdu dastans in western literature
are the Odyssey, The Golden Ass, The Arthurian Cycle, and the Nibelungenlied.
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