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‹t',l%î0Û45ë XEYLW/
Farhang-e-Asifia is the first comprehensive dictionary of Urdu language that
consists of fifty five thousand lexical items,idioms,terminologies and proverbs.
It has been compiled within thirty years during 1867 to 1897. By discussing the
initiation and development of Urdu language, the elegance andrhetoric of this
language and l i terature have been described in the exordium of
Farhang-e-Asifia. By considering the amalgamation of Sansikrat and Persian,
BrijBhasha and PurbiBhaka (in the ancient history of the continent) as the base
of Urdu language, the impact of Muslim regimes, the role of colonial British
government in the propagation andadvancement of Urdu language and
literature,havebeen mentioned. Hence the exordium of the Farhang is a rich
source of information regarding various aspects of Urdu language. This article
attempts at critically reviewing the same muqqadima of the Farhang-e-Asifia.

±Z£ŠŠ~äZKîsZ=]»zlZzg„ozYì"LLÛ45ë XEYLW/óó»l)̄È™DƒñQgŠzi!*yÅZ’Zz
Zg»Zzgbs#zšº)ÃTŠNZzgñ*.çJIcZñ~ÒyHìÔZk»Zq-½7g‹t&4øFGIL}.#ÖìX¦Z£ŠŠ~Åt»zl

7981Y(~Š0*ðXZyÆÒyÆ_.Z’Z~i!*yÜs°Y!›ÐöWZzg - ZÞ,œ~ÆWy~&‚zV)7681Y
á~yW!*ŠŠ‹J-özŠ¶z{W×W×òÐgZk¾g~Zzg®Ð™ZcJ-âŠg~i!*y»Šgz0*ˆXZiZVˆ?zgÔÃ@Ô
d8-ÔZjjîyZzgyz*yÐ!*CÙ°yÔâ−x$ÔbZ%æJL+yÔ]dÔZ&+âyÔêg7gÔ;8-»8-Ô²[ÔZk,ZyÔF,ÅÔ̂ÔáxÔ
gzxÔ',¤6ÔgzkÔuÔY0*yÔZ%MỒ*ÔÛZ÷ÔW7´ÔZÛiÔZºnŠ*ÆCÙÃä~QgŠzi!*y1%zZáZ#ZL
çÙÔçÑCZzgèI£œÆj-$5+k,ƒñÂZy´̧V~QgŠzi!*y»1w!*ÑƒZXZzgt!*]ÂZ×ðZÛì
i!*ÈQgŠzäZq-‘oi!*yƒäÅwÐZZÅ)åEZ<ØÔZZŅ̃ZxZzgZZµ@*̀zVÔ(jVÔ!*ŠáƒVZzg
Šgz3VÆ!*béwÐÛzr0*c*X

¦Z£ŠŠ~Æ_.Ë5i!*yÆzŠ~Wä»Zq-(,Z:LÂtƒ@*ìZq-oÅi!*y~ËŠzu}oÅ
i!*yáïƒ**ÑzqƒYñXZkÅzẑg]c*QÃz<±»!*ëZ%ozZgnoÌƒYìXZkK~z{3911Y~6,
¶gZ`Æiâ:)$™<å EXLÞ[Z−+̈g~(~Zq-y~á²PÃ~Å"LL6,¶gZ`gZ‚óó~²!ZzgÃgÏZÖpÆZEw

8351Y(Å"~ - ÅVw7™DXZÏ§b\gßŠSÆiâ:8841Y~L"Y)x:8151Y(Zzg¤/z**7-)9641Y
²!ZzgÃgÏÆZÖpÆ0*ñYä»E+™{™DXp~i!*y»ŠzuZ:LËi!*yÆZÖp~pªZzgwzsÆ#g`
~Š‰Ü»7W**ì®ZËi!*y~—hÆ:L™ZÑŠZZÖpZzg#g`Zq-5i!*yÆzŠ»!*)̄0YDXZÏ§b
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©]Ð6,Z™]Zzg6,Z™]Ð0*àXZzgŠzu~§suc*ãÐ‡ZãZzg‡ZãÐ²!i!*y»zŠ¿~Wc*Xi!*y~
p~»ŠZ:LtìËŠgz÷ÔzàÔZz@*gÔèI§ZÔ$Zuc*9Åi!*yÐZŠZƒäzZáZÖpgZòZß‰Üi!*y»
z0YDXZ,ZÖpzª`ÔŠ¬îVZzg

(B3ð EEEVz){Æfg)¢JÁ¬x»Šgz0*YDX',xÅui}6,™×
PgZzggZxPgŠzZ,Zz@*g¦/g}èIZzgZÜ¹gÉƒäÆ‚B‚Bi!*y6,Ì7g~§bZW,Z0+ZiƒñX™×Pg
',`¸áZzggZxPg7g!¸»ÆÛzr»!*)̄¶ÔŒVt!*]Ì‡&ÿELf™ìpZ&%ŠzVÅÚgÎxzgzZ`Å0*È~
~u#Z·]ƒDƒñp~i!*y~7Šò™CXZk»aå:LtìŠṽ´Å(ÔZÜ¹ÔZŠ!Zzg@*g]
ÃÃá$ÿL»[™äÐÌi!*y~(,~uJ-p~gzúƒCìXZkÐU*"$ƒ@*ìi!*âVÆ“WZzgÛzr0*ä
~Zq-EZzgzÝCÙŠzg~»gÛâg„ìXZkK~»[ÒZÇæOÝÃgz¹»Šg`fsÒy‡&ÿEL¨gì:

LLi!*yÆ!*g}~ªZßwtìz{Ëx‡°}Å0*È7XqÅ0*ÈìZzgq)xÌƒY
ìÔÉZÒƒ@*ÌìXi!*yÆ!*g}~ŠzuZ‡°{tìZk~¹Ï!*'xZßwc*[Š?Å
0*ÈÌƒ$ËXZ,xZßwc*[Š?ÃªkëXpªkÃq6,̄E7XªkZÏuJ-xìÔ
TuJ-z{qÆÜs:ƒÔZÏÐt!*]ÌÇìi!*y¬kìZzgi!*y~¼gZòìÔZkÃŠN™

1 c*¸ZZ+c*ÜszèëXóó Syntaxc*Grammer ëZkÆ‡°}%A$™DXZy‡°zVÃ
¦Z£ŠŠ~@*g]›ëÆ&4øFGILÃŠHg{c*!*g{Î',kI[ënÆÇ~‚xÔ3,ZyZzgg0Å',x~WæÅ!*"$
Òy™DƒñëzZÅöL¦`ÎgZ`gZñäpÎZgg©]‡ì™äÅ¾nÐZK¸Ã̃gd-êGLŠ*yÆ‚BģY
ZiŠzZ`~Ý™Šc*XZkÆẐÛZ([»kDÙZgF,ÃVÃ',x~W!*Š™ŠbZzgQZq-z‰Ü~Zq-ÑÄÎZgzVÆ‚B
úWzgƒY**XZiZVˆ9Î',kIZi[',x6,gZz½]ÅªòÆŠzgZyZkoÆ9´̧V»ÝîkÆik,
gxXZkƒ¼Ã¦Z£ŠŠ~QgŠzÅãCŠ7,ä»iâ:ŒÛZgŠïXZyÆìw~ZÏŠzgZyf!”V~!-¡çGZÆZHq~
',`¸áZzg',xÆf!”V~7g!¸»zŠ~WðÔTäˆ~QgŠzÃãCŠÛZëÅX¦Z£ŠŠ~ÅïÆ_.“
{~Ð606',kIWgţxÆÇ~Z#²-Blç G

E
zÅÃgk6,Zzgh¾Å!*.Þ6,Ó#Ö¶ÂŠg,Zz!*Šá{²-Blç GEzÅW¯ñ

3Òh4ð XF.$)!*`gkÐŠgc*ñ|(6,xZãÐZkÆH~ñŠZk,ZãzÂgZã3‘VÅi!*yÑày6,ZW,Z0+ZiƒäÐXZÏ
!*)̄º[Zzg|Åi!*yÃgÏWöƒ̂X

²-Blç G
E

zÆ001',kŠ̂ZgZ[Ãgk»!*Šá{¯Zzgt0*õÎ',kI[»iâ:åXŠZgZ[',
x6,úWzgƒZXZkÅH,uÐt!*]ªCÙƒCìZÐ',x~Šz§bÆßÍVZzgŠz§bÅi!*âV»‚o™**7,ZXZq-
»áZzģ~«ßv£òZzgŠgZzh~±Æ¸XZyÅŠgZzh~i!*yZk,ZEVÅ™Ð!*CÙ¶XŠzu}Íg}Zzgqk,}$+y
ÆWgt±ÆßvÔXÅi!*yÃgÏZzg©]»ZâZ`ƒäÆ!*)̄Zk,ZEVÆa‡.Þû¶X¦Z£ŠŠ~äZKïÆ
_.âèê~©]ZzgÃgÏÆZâZ`ÃQgŠzi!*yÅãCŠŒÛZgŠc*ìZzgZkÆØZ@Òy™Dƒñz{˜:

LLyz*yÅZ-i!*yÂ¶z{¶Yèz{WgtªZk,+̧xÆZq-Ši„W7,äZzgŠx)™Dek,}eZw
Š¶ÐZ-!*°zVÆ‚B‚Bgz7lƒC¬ˆXßvº[ÆÑàNhzV6,m|‰z{z;Vá
‰XŠÁÅ§sQF,‰QŠOáãXZÏzzÐZ¤/Š*i!*yÆ‰ZÖp»¼è¸ìÂÑwÅNh~c*
†[ÅŠ0Z̧Zx}@*ïÔÜÔQhc*Ô&Ò5½ð GEYz){~¸ìXXXZ%WgţxÅz{%Š{i!*yW`ÀÅ1wewc*
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£?Ðiâ:Å"Šg~ÔZLu6,2VÅ°xÂµÆ:LŠxlZCZzgZLW\Ã‡ÅïEL"Yy»]Zt
¯CìXZL²zYiâäÆExz.yc*èIÃÐgz¯gz×Å§btŠ3g„ìøgZÝ#Zk,Zy¼c*
ÂgZyÔZ¨ÆR%ECîc*tyzd-BðGyÆ(,}(,}yZyXXXøg}1%zZáZŠO„ÐWñZzgz;V
Åi!*yj0+0*j0+c*igÆiâäÐQƒðZL‚BÑñZzgZÏÃ́à6,mJ™©]c*Š-!*ãc*Zk
iâ:ÆÑÃzfÅ1wewpZ{Šg!*g~i!*yŒÛZgŠc*XXXqw~o|ÐZq-6,ZãÂ[Ë-gàÆ
;BWð¶ÔTÆZq-§s©]„g]¶ZzgŠzu~§sŠ*ÃgÏXZyŠzâV~¹ÁÛt0*c*Y@*åX

2 ZkÐÌ¸U*"$ì=7ZÍwZÍwÃgÏWö©]æ]J-y~ÌYg~g„ƒXóó
©]Æ²z`zizZwÅŠZ*y¼-VìZkÆÂZÖpZzgŠ‰ÜÔ#g`Å0*È~Ð<ÍZ™úZxZÜkä

6,Z™]Zzg0*àÃ©]6,F,ßŠ~X‚¿*ä345I[~$+|è<ØÃgZ`ŠOxŒÛZgŠc*Â0*àZzg6,Z™]Ã'×h+Ûzr5X1
',a©]ÅÝàÔzh+Å$+ZNŠ~ZzgfZÂVÅ×ÆQJYäÐ¹**ÑVÔ̧Gg{Î‚wÅ̂™öL#-:ê GFXÆ³~
©]ÃŠz!*g{i0+{™ä~»x[ƒ‰Zzg58',kI[~–â¢Aä©]ÃZiaçLâF,¹Š~XZÏŠzg~LLKóó–
ŠHXgZzá]‚)77Y(äÌZLŠzg~©]Zzg',6.3ð XEVÃŠgÅó{ÐŠ¬X',6.3ð XEVäW^,œ~{~~ZL
6,Zäo}Æ_.k,ZyÆ**xÐZVg{ÂÁ"XX1!*sy©]ÅpZmI~äZÐúZxZÜk~K‰:
Šc*Zzgti!*y',x~izZw5+k,ƒ™̀*~Ûzr0*äÐXz;VZkÆ1%ÔKZzg™zZá¹‡.ÞßvaZƒ‰ÔZd
0*ñÅÅ›é NE]%A$ƒä'X®ZW`ÓxŠ*ÅÚ̀*~©]»‡&ÿELŠgfí{ñŠìX

',x~Zk,ZEVÆˆ-**ãzZgŠƒñX723I[~\g0¢5Ò©ð EGGkgzò»Zzg323',kI[ZkÆYd
uÒ3©ðGGk)|¾(»',x6,mJð™**Zzg£ògZzPg&»n*z›ZkÅeÃÑ½izÛA>ZkÆûÒ3©ðGGk»
~d-Ÿè
G
E**òZq--g8ZfÃZK³m,eÆ0*kPg&ÆŠg!*g~ghY**ÔQ~d-Ÿè GE»Zq-îs²J-Zkui}6,

gxZzg-**ãi!*y~ZkoÅƒÐ«@*gõrÔZiZVûÒ3©ðGGkÆZq-Yd»qÁyZ‚yåÔ-**ãÓ#ÖÐ
Åsƒ™º[Zzgâß{z){6,‡*ƒY**XZkÆẐk´º»Zq-îsæ]J-ZkÆZq-zàÇÅxZã~gxt
U*"$™@*ìyz*EVZzg-**EV~Z¤/!*ëéwg;ìÂ—ãëW°ÌGg„ìXZk§bŒVÅÃgÏWö
©]~-**ãZÖpÌáïƒ‰X

',x~Zk,ZEVZzg-**EVÅWæÆœ-V²̂1VäÌZkui}»gcHZzgZk,ZyÅ§b',x~ÌZK
Ó#ÖÅãCŠgÄŠ~X',x~ZsòÓáVÆŠzgZy!*‡°{u»g~æZgkÂ:1̧)].ÔkA$Zzg{Õz){èIŠgk
ÇƒVÆîg6,»x™g„‰XZk§bZ#—ãZ±gÐ²!ZzgÃgÏÆZW,Z]¡pZmJ-özŠgÆ!*zŠ',xÅ
i!*y~7g~§bŠZ4ƒ‰Â̧ˆZiZVZôm,zVÅWæZzgZyÆŒV6,Šx)heÐu»g~R6,Zôm,~i!*yÃgZò
™äÐ£òi!*y6,ZkÆZW,Z]Ãðer|:gìYè¬xywpZ&XÆau»g~jßV~ik,½¸z{Ì
0*kÔ>Ô»8ÔRÔôÔ6,ZÎ~ÔçwZzgN*ìz){‰ZÖpÐl!zZƒIX¦Z£ŠŠ~',x6,ZsòZzgf!
ÓáVÆ!*)̄%A$ƒäzZá—ãZW,Z]ÃÒy™Dƒñ˜:
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LLçâ~{0+ZyÅŠzÎŠk‚wÅÓ#Öä679YÐ6811YJ-g„Ẍg{0+ZyÅäT»85',k
lZrgz×g;XÝñVÆ{0+ZyäXÅÝò~48',k¬ƒñX—Vä2Vä03',kJ-
yz*y~xZãÅX{0+ZÈoä49',kxZyg;X{0+ZÈ‚ŠZ]äTä63‚wÐic*Š{/:
0*ðX{0+ZÈßŠSä67',kJ-ZCeïO@*g;X{0+ZÈmä133',kJ-y»lZrgz×™@*g;XZK
ZKi!*yÆÃyÐZÖo¸y~:;ñXZzgy~i!*yÅÃyÏg›ÔZ˜²Zzg¬ŠZ]‰q
pŠZ(g:HX¾nƒÃ£ç™ÆÐȲ8y%“»g™Šc*XZÏiâäÆZí~{0+ZÈmä0*îV
mÑzq™ŠØ¸Xf!!*ŠáƒVäZ§hVÐyÅui}6,0*îVǵÑzqHXL6,&¿.ç GYGE-V
XXXXLzßm,-VäÔLeúguzZßVäÔLÛZ!VäZKZKel,|Z•MÅK¯ðZzg162',kJ-
ŒVÅƒZ3ðXXÃ(gZkWðzg{7,}ZzgZ[J-X1ZyƒÐic*Š{°wZzgZ4wÆ‚B
²:Ó#ÖWðz{Zôm,~Ó#ÖìXZkä$+Z*ÃS™Zð‡ìHXuíV»udZzg431',kÐZ[

3 J-F,¹6,F,¹™C¬YCXóó
',xÅyz›Z̧ZxÆ!*ëZgnozZîu»³tƒZ›y!{3¨4è EEGEäZ¤/',`¸»Zzg©]~'g]qÝÅÂ
yz–g-VäÌ²!ZzgÃgÏZÖpÃZK£?~7g~§b',@*XZkK~Z¤/Zq-§sZ÷ÆzÆŒXŠzîÔ
ŒVZzgÈ(*V‡.ÞŠZŠZzgèá{Îg~ÆÇ~·Y2ÆŒZzgŠzìÔ{y{**VÆZÏuÔÔ7ŠVZzg
wwz){&4øFGILÃÂZkÆ‚B‚BL"YZzg¤/z**7-ÆŠzƒVÔ«zVÔ‚ScVZzg¤/ZV~Ì“ª]»ZEw
‡&ÿELdzWÛ+ìX´Z−+IZzg·á{oÆÇèÓ#Ö)W^,œ~ó~(~Igi{yÆZgZŠï^6,|]

3231Y(»Zq-Šz¦y~ZzgÃgÏi!*y~5±ƒ: / ÑsZ−+¹g0*ãì)x:427|
$+−Z+g+ÅÈg—S:ƒñ ?eg}YNÐZzg2%,Ðgzñ
c*ZÞ!@*ª#Ö',:Wh+Wë[ ðïxc*§ðÛŠZgzŠgZÓ¶[

5231Y(Ü**UYgziÇgÆ¯x~y~ZzgÃgÏ»ZâZ`5±ƒ: - ZÏŠzg~Z÷Æz)3521Y
',z¢ïGGLKÆXYwL}i yz/̂Á=ŒŠO}i

7g[ÆgzZá™Õ’q-ÆƒÐ(,}á²Zzg¤/z**7-Æ§ZL")x:8151Y(ä²!ÔÃgÏZzgF,Åi!*yÆ
ZÖpZEw™Dƒñº[Ðá™·gJ-1àYäzZài!*yÃi0+{z0*Ò{¯Šc*XZkK~eZËÕYw»Iì:

LLL"ÆZˆyÃQgŠzZŠ[Å@*gõLÛZñl7™$ËXL"äZq-Z,iâä~Z#t¤/~7,~i!*y5
R¸ÂVÆ–g}QàÆa;B0*îVâgg„¶ÔZkÅzÝzZÌÃCk™ÆZK&6VÆ
ZÖg»fg=¯c*Zzg/WzZ¯—Z´yH:LL©]ìÃ\VÔ¸ác.XóótúZxÆ6ÅgÅWzZi¶Zzg

w»Îg`ZÏ§sÐƒqƒg;åX@*gõá@ì@*gõ»Ãð¿ÔÃðzZ§c*ÃðqŠXš:LZe7-
zŠ~7WY@*XQgŠzi!*yÌZK].h+̂~Ze7-zŠ~7WˆXœ-VÆçÑCÔRÔ(ÏÔ
çÙZzg—ãqÑ]zúZïäZki!*yÃ–gZŠc*Zzg¢zg]ä›âVÆîsZMZgÆ‚BZÐyz*y
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4 ÆZq-ÍÚÐŠzu}ÍÚJ-àc*Xóó
Z·.çELZWÆÇ~Z#yz›!*ëèz]ƒ‰Â—ãZgnoÌ!F,ƒŠHXẐiZVá~yäá~yW!*ŠÅãCŠ

g¿Zzg!*syZkH~i!*yÃQgŠz»**xŠc*ŠHZzg°!›ÑõWÆÑƒg~ŠgzZi}Æ‚tQgŠz!*iZgÆ**xÐZq-!*iZgÌñÎxH
ŠHXZ[QgŠz~F,ZWÆeÌÑzqƒñXŒÛWy0*uÆF,ZWÔÞŠ]**óZzg¢~î GOXgŠgz÷z){‡&ÿELf™XÃgÏ
õzgZ]Ãy~~F,ÀHYäÎX²!ZzgÃgÏZÈVZzg]gzVÃy~]gzVÅ´#ÖÎ™QgŠz¯1ŠHXZÏ§bÆ
Z¿Š~Z÷ÆzÆ;VLL»óóÐLL7Ò5å FGyóó¯™ÃgÏ~ZEw™äÅZq-zZãVwìX

ŒV8291Y~7™Š{qƒúŠèZã»ÃtLLº[~QgŠzóóÌ(,~ZÌ»qïìXz{QgŠzZzgº!Å_“Æ
7g~ïÆ‚BU*"$™DŠzâVi!*âV~‚J‚Ðic*Š{ZÖp!*ëœuXŠzâVi!*âVÆ
ZzZdwÔE+Pz@*-MZzgZÌZág{z){ƒZq-Ð®ZQgŠzi!*y',`¸áÅÚº!i!*yÆic*Š{ŒÛd$ìX

QgŠzi!*yzZŠ[Æ—0*tÄZzZŠ!*Å—ãzZŠ!}.â]Æ!*)̄QgŠzǺài!*yÃo~z„£xqÝƒŠH æ
èZiÅi!*yÃZk,Zy~Ô²!Ã$Âî O~ÔÛZúÃck~ZzgZôm,~Ãßy~qÝåXt|ìËi!*y~)i!*y
Æ"éZzg"ÇhŠgZÝ²+CéE[~N*^Æk0+ÆáZŠsƒDƒñ**pÎZgZzg)¢oƒD1QgŠzi!*y
ÃZkÅéZzg¢ïÆ!*)̄i!*ÈgãŒÛZgŠc*ŠHXfs~czsÄZÆZÃgi!*ÈgãÆ¢Ô¢oZzg‡&ÿELg—
ƒä6,ŠZw:

)÷"( Z[WyWyWyÆtgã¹ ¾¾§bÐ÷"ä»N*ì/Ã
)¸̈"( &Ÿ̧"Zq-!*g7,|™ZÐ‹-V t¾gãYðƒg]ëILÃgÏ
)¬gs"( Š-ZyôzV%}Zk,ZV.‰ ¬gs"tgãÌ7ÃgÏÐÁ
)¬gs"( ¬gs"7Š@ìtyËä tgãz{ìÃðeJ7Y

QgŠzi!*yzZŠ[~ZgùVÆZâZ`Å!*"$eZËz©ŒÛ7»Iì:
LLQgŠzi!*yzZŠ[Åú~XÁÜä»x1ZyÆŠzUZë:)Z³(yWgc*ðgzZe$)[(z‰Z¨ð
QgzZe$XQgŠzi!*yzZŠ[ÆZg»~W¸iÐá™7581YJ-Z4ŠzâVgzZìVÅWölQìXW¸i
£òyWgc*ðZW,Z]ÐƒZZzg7581YJ-ííZk6,z‰Z¨ðZW,Z]qz~ƒ‰ZzgZŠ!Z°gÔgzZc*]

5 Zzg—ã‚vV~’A.3ï EGGúc*VgDyŒÛZg0*ðXóó
¦Z£ŠŠ~äZkl)~Z0½Äz~ZÞ,œ~J-ƒäzZàAF,¹ÃÌZq-F,KMÐ7HìX®Z

QgŠzi!*yzZŠ[ÅZ’ZzZg»Å!*"$Zy5/›ë»@*g]ZzgÎZ¤Z±gÐRƒ**ZzgZÍwZÍwZq-x¹âöÅY+$
Ð¹Æl)Åßg]~ÛZëƒ**Z•ð‡&ÿELŠgìXÍˆ~Zy@*g]›ëÃQgŠzZŠ[Å@*g:V~HHÒyH
Y[ìZzgŒVZ¹ŠCÙZäÅ¢zg]Ìáh+:¶1l)Åßg]~%A$K‰ZkŠ*F,+â~.Æ‹b~Zk
ZÍAZzg7OqÐZâÃ̧gzZ:gnpƒñgZ³äZ¹Òy™**¢zg~ŒìZzgt¦Z£ŠŠ~ÅŠ±Z‹~»
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o]ÌìXQgŠzi!*yÅF,¹zF,zóÆZTÞƒäÅ!*"$¦Z£ŠŠ~»Šg`fsÒyÌ‡&ÿEL5±ìX
LLøg}iâäÅRZzgÑd:i!*yŒ̧ÛZg0*ðXÍW:Æ×}ZzgpŠ¾Ÿ:0*ŒZÐvyàä
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