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Beginning with a backdrop of the conventions & devices of Urdu poetics and
the study of culture which acclaims a piece of poetry to be "valid," Hafiz Safwan
has detailed the study of Khwaja M Zakariya's Aashob into four parts.
Elaborating its style, topics and genre of the poetic craft, the author identifies it
as 'Sabk-e-Pakistani' (the Pakistani style). He argues that Khwaja's poetry is a
broad continuum of the robust tradition of classical Urdu poetics and points out
comforting homogeneities of Urdu poets who have flavoured their diction with
classical music. He concludes his article by comparing the substance of

Khwaja's poetry with noted classical and modern Urdu & English poets.
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I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence;

Two roads diverged in a wood, and 1

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.m
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At the foot of thy crags, O Sea!

But the tender grace of a day that is dead

Will never come back to me.”"
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Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future
And time future contained in time past.

If all time is eternally present

All time is unredeemable.”
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You know where you did despise...

Yet what more than all we prize

Is a Thing of little Size,

You know where.®'!
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Footfalls echo in the memory
Down the passage which we did not take
Towards the door we never opened

Into the rose-garden. or
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In the disfigured street
He left me, with a kind of valediction,

a0
And faded on the blowing of the horn.
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When old age shall this generation waste,
Thou shalt remain, in midst of other woe
Than ours, a friend to man, to whom thou sayst,

"Beauty is truth, truth beauty," — that is all
*

Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.
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