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This article studies the thematic evolution in Urdu afsaana (short story). It deals
with the beginning of the genre of afsaana and how the renowned authors of
afsaana captured the changes on the spur of political and social happenings in
the subcontinent in their eminent short stories. These stories have been
reviewedin this paper with the aim to cover the evolution in the themes of the
afsaanas penned down during the 19th and20th centuries.
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ñç¬]»mYi0+ÏÐìc*Q‚%ZYèã¤!VZzguâtŠZgzVÆ;ðVÕOzZá5VZzģñV
Æ)bÐìXZK̈yÅi0+ÏÆ;CzÒUÐc*`ÆZ¡àZzg4CÂxÆ:LaZƒäzZá
)bÌZy»ñçq¶XZyZY:ógzVäZgŠzZYäÃZYâ~®Å2Zzgñç¬CZ±gÐŠg<îE0¾w6,
àŠc*ZzgZLñç¬]ÆZÖg~̀P]Ô"!*ÅZzg7åEO]z&åENg]aZÅX

™×Pg»ÑgZgŠzÆ(,}Zzg4+ZY:ógzV~ƒ@*ìÔZrVäÒ]ÐZYä‘ñç¬]»
àqÔx@}ÅzÝZzgi!*yzÒyÅ®Äz.ZyÆZYâVÅS:]XZyÆ9ñç¬]i0+ÏÔ
âjwZzg`Ð0XZ’ZY~ZrVägzâã§iÆZYä‘ZyÆùĹLXìwóóÆZYäZÏ
âÎÆpz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚Bi0+ÏÆŠ›ëÔŠ*~gzúƒäzZáqÑ]zZu]ZzgZz!*]z
’k]ÆZW,Z]ZyÆZYâV~(0*äÑXZyÆùĹLÂg}óóÆZYâV~gzâ+MÆ‚B‚Bt
ZW,Z]ŠAYMhXLLILƒñ@*g}óó~Ì¸ªÃMCìX/Zzg}ÒpÐÌ™×Pgä¼
Š!*]KX}ZrVä‰Z,ZYä‘X~!*‡°{Ãðö7̂MXLLŠzÛÑ8-DvuóóÔLLi0+ÏÆñh
6,óóLLy~**î6,óóZzgLL¤/XÅZq-áxóótÓxZYäZÏK~MDXeZË¯itZÅÆ_.:

(Ð»x1ìT~0*k KOLASH ™×PgäZLFZYâV~qg~Å].h+2ÃÑ`)
ŠBÂ"g*•}h}):æENH}(CkƒDpŠzgÐŠBÂZyÅyc*ëM°M@
ÅwŠîìªPZµZµ@*W,Z]ÜsÑÏo9LÐZY:¯ñYMhÔLZy@*W,Z]Ã
5™ÜsZq-%±ï OE7HY@*ìZzgLZµZµ@*W,Z]ÃZq-!*gq-@*gh@*ƒZ¦/gY@*ìXLLŠz

8 &¾æ EOHóóÔLL¸>óóLL!*ÈãóóZzgLLi0+ÏÆñh6,óóZkÅVBX
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LL"g8-z1óóÔLLŒZzg³ZyóóÔLL¤/XÅZq-áxóóÔLLŠzÛÑ8-D7uóóÔLLZdÐMÐóóÔLLÝ«óóÔLL6,Zä
}.ZóóZzgLLQhZyóóZyÆZiZzg»x[ZYäX™×PgÆZYäLLëz“óóZzgLL?zgZÝöóóYŠZ]Ð
0XgZ+gIË~»ÑgÌZgŠzÆ(,}ZY:ógzV~ƒ@*ìXZyÆZYâV~…i0+Ï»CÙUZzg
Í̃Š3ðŠêìX/Zzg}ÒpÐZyÆZYä¹ÏpçVÆqïÔö^Æ‚B‚B™ŠZgóg~Å
pÒVZyÆZYâV»(,Zzìz{ZK̈ã;]ÅZÇVZzgÝ]ÃZL™ŠZgzVÆfg)(,~ÏÆ
‚B7™DXÔLLÑ„óóÔLL¤/xÃó̂óÔLL¤/‚óóZzgLLZLŠÄ=Š}ŠzóótÓxZYä;C!̀ÃÐË~Æ
ZëZYâV~ÑgƒDXZyÆZYäY)bZzgi0+ÏÅZåVÔ9VZzgŠÅVÅ(,~»x[“¹é OÏ
™DXZkK~LLÑgz}óóZzgLLÝòÔAc*ZzgYwóógVw7KYMhX

XŠ]ŒœŠ|ógð»gìXZrVä"ÑgZYä‘X~i0+ÏZzg`ÆZUîV
Å“¹é OÏQìXZrVäçÑCÔ;CÔZÜ¹ZzgÒñç¬]Ã(,~ÏZzg'g]ÐZYäÆ‡̈~
eJÑìXz{¹ã&4/õ ENEEÔìZzg™»{Y…Ôö^Æ‚B‚B™ŠZgóg~~Ì(,~'g]gnpXLL*
‡âyóóÔLL!*…óóÔLL!*1Í8**BóóÔLL·óóLLM;óóLLÈ{óóÔLL7uÆ)g}óóÔLLZkJg~óóZzgLL!*1Í8**BóóZyÆP
4+ZYâV~Ñg}ƒDXœ»Zq-ZëñçqîZ̀ìîZ—VÆ!*g}~œäZYä‘
z{ZyÆ4+ZYä–weZË„Š]',w~:

œÆZ,ZYâVÃ7,|™îZ̀ÐĝŠ~ZzgßÂxZŠZgÐ—ZzgÐ]»Zˆkƒ@*ìZzg
DÐœÅ»x!ÅuÑzqƒCìœäîZ̀ÃZq-ZK̈ã‘tÅ§bŠ¬ìZkaz{QkÅ
äÂVÔZkÆäVÔZkÅ‹ÂVÔZkÅ**»ñVZzgZkÅâ-±VÆÓxUîVÃ"Õ[™@*ìÔ
Zkñçq6,œä-VÂ¹ÐZYä‘pLLQóóÔLL»àÏZgóóÔLLpâóóÔLLTyóóZkgDyÆ

9 ƒÐZi%äÔœäZyZYâV~ZKºm|óg~Ã¾wcZ`6,àŠc*ìX
{ØÒñç¬]6,Ìœä(,}½7gZzg»x[ZYä‘XZyZYâV~ZrVäZ̈KyÆ;C
UîVÅ(,~{?ÏÅìXz,ÌœZ̈Kãi0+ÏÆ;CU»(,ZZZŠgZuzÅgg‚råX¾nY|óg~Ô
Z̈Kãi0+ÏÆ;CUîVÅ»x[F,)ãœÆZYâVÅZëS¤ìX„yÆË~gzúƒäzZáYŠZ]
6,ÌZrVä¹¼–XZkK~ZyÆZYäLLÅwŠzóóZzgLL({qd/õ IGóóÆZY‘g{m‡.Þf™ìX

Ó,ðÆZYâV~i0+ÏZzg`ÆZUîVÅF,)ãìXâZy6ÆÔf6z„~Ô_.!*Cz
^ã)bZzg!*<má‰6Æ›yyZâVÆ±Æ±YVÆ)b{mîg6,Òz_.!*C)bÅ
»x[?ÏÅˆìXZke~ZyÆZYäLLÒsóóYwóóÔLLtZóóÔLLÈw(£Ò5é EGVóóÔLLLÞóóÔLLcóóÔLLáŠ~óóÔ
LL@*gOóóÔLL‹zóóÔLL³ZyóóÔZzgLLÚc*VóóÔ‡.Þf™ìXZrVäi0+ÏZzg`Zzg{mîg6,ZOŠ~;C)b~
«}›yZâVÔá‰6Åf6ZåVÔ_.!*C°xMÎŠ7VZzgçÑCYVÅ»x[¦k,ÉÅìXLLa¶
»hZóóÔZzgLLŠz;BóóÔG6,7óóZkK~gVw7KYMhX

ZºZzge~Zzg¢xM!*Š~ÆZYäÌÒ6,*PÅgzZe$Ða}ƒñÔŠŒCi0+ÏZzgZkÆ
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çÙ)bZzgZkÆ‚B‚Bá‰à~6ÅF,)ãZºZzge~ÆZYâV~ÃMCìÔZyÆZYâ~
ùĹL©z:©óóZzgLLàVZzg»ŒóóLL·gÅŠ¸i0+ÏÅ{ZzgñW,¦k,É™DX¸q…¢x
¬$+~ÆZYâV~ÌÃMCìX–w6,zWz‡gx:

¢»âjwÌ·gÆŠŒ]pZrVäi0+ÏÆx@}ÔZˆkÅ_.!*C”]Zzg²:
Z0+ZiÃ®Å4,Z•~Zk‚ŠÏZzg¿ÙÐÈc*ìZyÅ¦:Ô²:Zzg2gZ:wZL

10 Šzu}ë)zV~»Š0ˆìX
¢xM!*Š~ÆZYâ~ùĹLZÑîóóZzgLL&¦k,,óó·gÅŠ¸i0+ÏZzgZkÅ(ÏzçÙ)]

Zzg)bÆF,)ã™DX
ZzGg**BZ—ÆZYâV6,ÌÒ6,*PÆZW,Z]ñŠXZyÆZYâ~ùúVLLâg@óóZzgLLúg]Å
¡]óó~áïZYäZk!*]»zZão]XZyÅZ&bI~»gDyˆ~Z¹Ty©glÆ4,Šq-
áMc*XZyÆZYâ~ùĹLeZcóóÆZYâV~YOZ&kZzgZÜ¹g8-H¤ƒZŠ3ðŠêìXZyÆŠv
ZYâ~ùúVLL$óóÔLL"yóóZzgLL—óó~úg]Zzgá‰yzyZâVÅçÑCZzgywi0+ÏÅF,)ãQìX
Z—ÆZYâV~Z’ZYÐMyJ-ZLiâäÅ(ÏÔçÑCqÑ]Å?ÏQìXZyÆZYâV~à
z‰ÜgzâãÔZ&kZzgZz!g8-H¤ìX

ZºZ»g~i0+ÏZzg`ÆŠZ½Zzg{gYUîVÃ(,~2gZ:éÆ‚BZLZYâV~7™DX
–weZË¬g%:{y:

ZºZ»g~ÅZY:óg~ÃZgŠzZYäÆZq-6ZjwÅwqÝg„ìXZrVä%zz
zZuC§iÐ¤/m,HìZzggzÏZY:ógzVSîäsZzgŠvZôm,~Z¶K×ógzVÐOW,ƒ™
@*W,ZCZYä»M¸iHZzg¹ãÃö^ÅÈlÐMiZŠHXZyÆŒV„ÅZðQìX/Ã̀
ÐZy»ZY:LLŠgc*Å§óó‡.Þf™ìXZyÆZYâ~ùúVLL**izóóZzgLLti0+ÏóóÆZYä;C

11 Š"ÅZhVBXt‹tZyÅZÐZŠe$ÆŸðóóX
pZzZ£„kZŠd$ƒäÆ‚B‚Bô°ÌXôÄÐ~zZÕÅzzÐz{ZY:óg~~ZK
&6V»½7gbCÙ{:™nXf6îg6,F,¹I’q-ÐZyÅ~zZÕg„ìXZyÆZYâV~ZÃŠ~Zzg
Ñ~g8-ÅŠNZzgŠHMölìX%iZqæá˜

pZzZ£„kÆZYâVÆùĹLi*ZyÆYwóóÆÐVîsZYäZ¶g~g7gR,»§i»ga
ƒñXŠZZY:LLZ0+ƒZZYÑóó~™2»»x[',@*î«!*gHŠHìZ#ZÏD+Û»g~Æ
LL›gZ]Å!*rV~óóá{»gìXpZzZ£„kÆŒVZq-§sÂLLe<Zzgz‰Üóó‰Ãï

12 ZYäZzgŠzu~§sLLagZ;óó‰aïŠ¶zZá™|#›ë6,FFZYäÌX
LL&bÅg™~óóLLñ}jóóÔLL[VZzg†[óóXZyÆ»x[Zzg‡.Þf™ZYäXZrVäYŠZ]6,
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ÌZYä‘X~LLuŠZgYóóÃgVw7HYYìX
Š-ggUg¶ÆZYäic*Š{F,ßuEVZzgŠ-âÑð]VÐ0XLLÑwŠOCóóÔLL]45Ñ÷

GGEQ½ZóóÔ
LL»õ~óóÔLLhZ‚\óóÔZyÆ‡.Þf™ZYäXŠ-ggUg¶ÆZYâV~Ş̌Zzgà~i0+ÏZzg`ZLÓx
F,ŒÔgùVZzgpÒîVÆ‚B‚÷©8ƒZÃM@*ìXúg]Ô`~0*ðYäzZàçÙ**ûZgc*VZzgZK̈yÆ
;CZzgÒ)bUgCÆZYâVÆ{mñç¬]XZyÆZYâ~™ŠZgzV~LLâð&Òhé GVóó»™ŠZg"u
YyŠZgZzg»x[™ŠZgìX

Z£0+*‡ŠäZZzg–qñç¬]6,ZYä‘X~„yÔ'×ŠzgzV6,uâtŠZgzVÆbÝÔ
xZâVÆªÓ:gz-VÔúZxŠÔ’rVZzgŠŒCi0+ÏZzgZkÆ)bz){z){ÔŠŒ]ZyÆZYâV»{m
ñçqìXZ%ZyÆZ’ZðZYâ~ùĹLa0*wóóÆZYâV~gzâ+MQì²LLÑg÷Ms¼óóÔLLGóóÔ
LL¾kÆYwóóZzgLLâÏÉ!*âóóŠ¸ZzgËŠggzâãâÎÆZYäÔZy»ZYâ~ù·LLóƒqz¾z[óóÔZy
ÆZYâ~®»4+%:ìXLLM‚NÅ™Zâ]óóÔLL÷ZŠöóóZzgLLåkyóóÔZyÆZiÔ£g~Zzg‡.Þf™
ZYäZyÆZYäÅZq-p!Äe$Zzg®»g~Æ‚B‚Bx@}ÔŠ"ÔZˆkZzģ»ŠH!*b
ZâZ`ìXLL*Û;ŠóóÔLLoZ‚óóÔLLZ#!*ŠwQçMñóóÔLLyÐyJ-óóZzgLLXzZãóóZkK~gVw7K
YMhXYŠZ]6,Zy»ZY:LL6,yIóó(,ZOW,ÁZY:ìXZyÆZYâ~ùĹL8ßóó»ZY:LLZ0+âwóó
æ¹0*ÎyÅeÏÆZÝ**u‚+Aõ

EÆ:©~–ŠHìZzg4+ZY:ìXZ£0+*‡ŠñçqZzg®6,
7g~§b¤/ÄgnpZzgZyÆZYâV~Ñe$»U¹úc*VìXŠ¸Zzgà~i0+ÏÆ)bÅF,)ã
(,~ÏÐ™DX

§]ZvZ»g~Ì(,}ZY:ógzV~ÑgƒDXZy»gZY:LLMy~ÃÒóó2ÆÒpÐ
Ò6âÎ»ìpZkZYä~!'g]Zzg/p!ìz{Z¹—~«™CìZzgZyÆZYä~ZW,
Z0~»!*)̄ìZkK~ggzÏZY:ógäsÆZW,Z]ÌZK»gÛâðŠ3DXLL]¦/ZgM@óóZzg
LLâVgCóóZyÆ‡.Þf™ZYäX§]ZvZ»g~ZYâ~/ßZixÃ7ÃgnpX¡_.!*]~/™/
ÂZiyÐ;B7Šðä̂XZÏaZyÆZYäZW,Z0Ì®Æp[ßg]%äÌX

Ýx„käZLZYâV~®Zzg2ÆÒpÐ¹Ð»x[Š"KXÀ˜ZyÆŒVgzâyÔ
½Zzg(ÏzYqÑ]Zzg)bÆOñi0+ÏÆ"Zzg**iuUîVÐ0ZYäXXŠŒCZzgà~
i0+Ï»á‰¡ZzgZkÅçÑ]Ôi0+ÏÔ_.!*]ZzgZˆ‚]Zzg;CzYßg]qwÅF,)ãZyÆZYâVÅ
S¤ìXZyÆ™ŠZg!*‡°{ÎdŒZzgðKƒñ7ƒDÉz{ZgŠ¤/ŠÆâjwÐ©à6ÐZL
ZYâVÆa™ŠZgzV»ZN[™ÆZy~0*ðYäzZà',ZÇVZzgpçVÆ‚BZLZYâV~7g~/'g]
Æ‚B7™ŠïXZyÆZYâV»Z!x¬xîg7,"zZßVÃÎW6,6g™ŠêìXLL**u»UzZáóóÔ
LLM#~óóÔLLZzzgÃó̂óÔLL«42.ç XGJÈ+yóóÔLL‚tóóÔLLÁgkóóZzgLLZkÅç~óóZyÆúÒ{ZYäX

Œj~6,ÛZú®6,z„ÆZW,Z]¸̈XZyÆZYâV~Zq-§s¦rI™ŠZgÃMD
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ÂŠzu~Y+$)¡q™ŠZgÌXz{™ŠZgzV»‹t™Dƒñ}YÅg»ZÖg™DXÇ
].h+ÅizZw5+k,d$»ÛŠZyÆZYâV~‚÷©8ƒZÃM@*ìXLLbk,}óóZzgLLª#Öëg»[Mñ:
MñóóZyÆZYâ~ù´Ôj~äZLZYâV~ÅgÅgz»»x[Š/HìXZkK~ZyÆ
ZYäLLwZxYŠ~óó,·1491YZzgLLeñÅ\àóó,·Z6,s2491YÔ)ZŠ!Š*(ÅVB7ÅY$ËÔZyÆ
ZYâV~i0+Ï»;CUZzg¹e»gDy¸̈ìXŸi?»ÑgÌ»x[ZY:ógzVƒ@*ìX–w
%iZqæá:

Ÿi?ÆZYâVÅ(,~®ZŠâZy_.1VZzgZyÐaZƒäzZà;CZåV6,FFìXŸi
?ÆZYâV~Šz§bÆ™ŠZgZq-Âz{?ÆZc*xZãÅc*ŠŠÑD)}
ZgZN(ZzgŠzu}z{™ŠZgM`ÆÇÐ0)}MŠñn}(i!*y~{m§bÅ
=z^»ZÈxZzg2»àqÑzqÐZyÆZYâVÅYyìZ%i!*yÆzg@*g}~y~Æ
jZáÐàqqw„~‚tMc*ìX}Z*Zj~(LLZZyóóÔLLZ\}Z\óóZzgLL,~Ï
g„óó),·ZYäXŸi?Æ@*i{F,+ZYâVÅVw!*Çz+„ì‰6,*P»y~Å

13 Y+$ẐzgZL½7gZÖgÆa¹ãìÆaOkÃ;ä»X
Ÿi?ä6291YÆMk0*krÑzqHXZ¹;]Zzgð]Ð{mÎîìZzgi0+ÏÆZyŠzâV
UîVÃZ,VäZLZYâV~/'g]Æ‚B7HìXLLøg~‹óóLLŠzŠ·Îk,ZóóZzgLLÎg`IóóÔZyÆ
ZiZYäXZy»¾wtìz{ZL™ŠZgzVÅŠZ½Ý]6,{mÃgnpƒñZyÆŠwÔf‚ZzgÑÅg
ÅZÇV~|ƒñZ_OgÔ™[ZzgpZ÷]zZˆ‚]Ã"Õ[™D1(,~ÏZzg®»gZ:'g]Æ
‚BÔZyÆZYäLLÐ]óóZzgLLM0*óóZÏK~MDX

;̀{äzg»ÑgÌ(,~pZ&ZY:ógzV~ƒ@*ìZyÆZYâV~Ó,ðÆZW,Z]Š3ðŠï
Xgzâ+MÆ‚B‚BZyÆŒV½»ñçqÌMìXLL;ñZvóóZy»ªZYâ~ù·ìTÆ
ZYâV~Òñç¬]áïXLL;ñZvóóÔLLLÞZz^NhóóÔLLgZÄóóÔLLÈg»vîóóÔZzgLLuÍâVóóZkK~g
Vw7KYMhX;̀{F,¹I’q-ÐOW,‰ZkaZyÆZYâV~Zq-Ñe$ÃMCìXZrV
ä−ŠgZÆZ#kiŠ{6ÃŒÛd$ÐŠ¬å®ZZÏ−6Åi0+ÏÃZrVäZCñçq¯c*XYi0+Ï
Æ)bZzgY4CÂxÆÜsZî`ZzgŒz]»_./ZyÆZYâV~MìXZkK~LL"»góó
ÔLLtóóÔLL¸ßóóÔLL»gz!*góóZzgLLZq-ó̀óÔgVw7KYMhX„yÆˆqÑ]aZƒñZrVä
;̀{äzgÆ®Ã¹OW,HX;̀{äzgÆZYâV~!¸]Ô/ÔéZzgZ|[ÅgzZãÔ!~ÔH~ZzgØq
Æ‚B‚B/z}£gÌÃM@*ìXZyÆùĹLŠ~2wóóÆZYäZk!*]»zZão]XZk
ù´»ƒÐZYZY:LLŠ~2wóóì‰1691YÆ4+ZYä»ZÅx5åX

}."̃gäÌZiZzg£g~ZYä‘XZy6,F,¹IZY:óggæ˜V»¹ZW,ìX©Ðm
ƒäÅ¯6,z{i!*y6,Š,kgBb‰Xgzi%{Å¦S‚Š~i!*yZEw™C‰pZZázZáge$»{mìw
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gBb‰ZkÅVwZyÆZYäLL&úg'óó~Š@Y$ËìXZyÆ‰ZYä±Zzg%1oö^Å{
VB}ÔLLŠZŠZóóÔLLíBóóZzgLL"eg~óóXZ,VäÒñç¬]6,Ì¹*VKXgzâã§iÆZYâV~
LLöóóÔLL9xóóÔLLXóóÔLLZ[?YMhƒóóÔLLMu}óóÔLLªyñhóóz){áïX

Šzu~kBxÆˆŠ*~ZOŠ~dZygzúƒZZk6,}."˜gä(,~Zh¹*VKZy~
LL1g»óóÔLLezàóóÔLL‚;g}óóÔLLyðóóÔLLŠwÅ\kóóÔLLˆl@{óóÔLLŠZŠZóóÔLL¬8ÆDóóZzgLLŠk~óóz){áïX

7491Y~',RÅ„¿~MðZzg50*ÎycnzŠ~MðX„yÆ‚B„YŠZ]»Z\k
**uŸÑzqƒŠHXZkK~eZËÛâyì7g~ë:

MiZŠ~»Šc*7g~§bgz×Ì:ƒä0*c*åYŠZ]Æ**xÐ',tz!*Šä=Í1XÇîVÆÇîVZzg
àÆàOz¸g]ÅM0+ÉV~xÅ§bZh‰X!*ŠßVÐ0*ãÆOñpy',•ÎX‹Ãd
ZzgàVez[IXMŠòÆgz\~Šg0+}ò7,}X',ÎVÅc*g~Zzgä5¼»x:MðXøg}
gºMyÅMy~{ƒ‰X!*\Æ‚tœVÃZzg¸ðÆ‚t“VÅÆß^àIX

14 ÔŠg0+ÏÔwmzƒkÔß^âgZzgOz¸g]»Z(!*iZg¤/xƒZd$ZK̈ã0*ã0*ãƒ̂X

„ÆˆZgŠzZY:óg~~¼6ñç¬]áïƒ‰Xøg}ic*Š{F,ZY:ógzVäYŠZ]Æ
ñçq6,ZYä‘X™×PgZzgXŠ]ŒœäYŠZ]6,Ñ®ZŠZYä‘XZkK~LLÅwŠzóóÔLLm,h+óóÔ
LLI/fIóóÔLLÍgXIÅz¤óóÔLLMy~+ó̂óÔLLäZw»ÂóóZzgLLñfsóóœÆ4+ZYäX~œ
äYŠZ]ÅÇZzgñW,¦k,ÉÅì2LL({qd/õ IGóóÆÄZyÐ¿ZYâV»Zq-ù·Ì7HìX™×
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