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The present contribution purports to discuss the question: "What is the central
and crucial problem of Muslim literary tradition". We have, therefore, selected a
writing which deals with the notion of poetry and literature in the thought of
Muslim philosophers like Al Farabi, Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd. Although it
apparently relates to the nature and function of literature, however, the
philosophers identify Poetry's function according to its relation with the nature
of human soul, external and internal senses especially the rational and
imaginative faculties. In the opinion of these philosophers, poetry is an
imaginative discourse which grasps reality and universals through mimesis or
imitation.

The well-known Arabic adage "the best poetry is that which is most false" has
the support of these philosophers in the sense that poetry does not present the
thing-in-itself but its imitation. They say that the best poetry is the one that
presents the most perfect imitation of reality. According to Ibn Sina imaginative
stuff attracts people more than truth because the former contains an element of
surprise. Thus in order to make it more attractive and effective, poetry mixes the
commonly known thing (truth) with surprise and wonder and makes it strange.
Although good manners and morals has also been accepted as a function of
poetry, Muslim philosophers do not take it to be the primary function of poetry
but merely its consequence. The basic element of poetry, in their view, is its
touch with reality and universality and it performs this function through

imitation.
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