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The tradition of Sirah writing in Urdu in the form of verse started in

eleventh/seventeenth century. Most of this literature was produced in Dakkan,

South India, where socio-political environment aptly nourished Urdu language

and literature at its initial stage. By the end of the eighteenth century, Maulud

Namahs, Mi'raj Namahs and Nur Namahs were being written in the form of

prose too. These initial prose works on Sirah share the same subject matter as

represented in the form of poetry. 1857 marked the advent of modernism in the

Subcontinent. Western culture and scholarship influenced the intellectual and

social development of the people to a great extent, resulting in major changes in

the approach towards religion. Rationalism got hold of the mind of intelligentsia

and the traditional 'Ulama' had to face a vigorous attack by the modernised

intellectuals of the educated class of the society. Western education had raised

doubts about the religious conventions and a new approach of re-evaluating the

old traditions was introduced. Sirah Literature accordingly went through a

radical change after 1857. Apart from the Maulud Namahs and books written in

the manner of the same tradition, several works were produced which dealt with

the subject in an entirely new manner. This paper gives an overview of the

trends and styles of the Sirah literature in the colonial period.
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