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This article initially takes an overview of Aristotle's theory of arts in
comparison with Plato's concept of imitation and its implications. The
Platonic approach has been criticized because of its strong ideological
overtones which involves a great deal of ambivalence and ambiguity.
His theory suffers from the bewitchment of the Ideal world which by
definition wholly other and beyond apprehension. It is impossible for an
artist to portray the reality as he lives in the world of shadows. Aristotle
rejects this approach as flawed and unnecessarily antagonistic.
Contrarily, he is more sympathetic and helpful in understanding the
nature and value of art. He uses the world imitation in a broader sense.
He has consciously replaced it with the term 'Representation' in order to
save his theory from the narrowness. Aristotle brings forth the
teleological aspect of the art by introducing the concept of Catharsis as
a justification for art in our socio-cultural life. In this paper we have tried
to extend the scope of discussion by introducing Susan Langer, john
Dewy, Collingwood and Schopenhauer in our discourse. It also includes
criticism of the view of the subject matter. Noel Carroll and Ann
Sheppard have pertinently objected against Aristotle's account of art
because it is limited to the sensible world. Both are of the view that
there is nothing in material world which could be taken as subject
matter of abstract painting, orchestral music and lyric poem. Therefore,
there exists nonrepresentational art also. We have also explained such
concepts as beauty, truth, good and utilitarianism in order to know how
they work within the framework of art.
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