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Conventional 'Arudh’ means such prosody which is basically Arabic; it

was employed in Persian with modifications and additions, and then

imposed on Urdu. It has resulted in complexities, contradictions,

redundancies and deficiencies. No Arabic metre has been in vogue in

Persian and Urdu in its original form and variations. Persian metres are

original ones but justified by the Arabic 'Arudh’. All the popular Persian

metres are a part of Urdu prosody, but Urdu prosody not only covers

Persian metres, but also Urduised metres of Hindi origin. The realization

of the necessity to liberate Urdu from the conventional 'Arudh’ , the

reconstruction of Urdu prosody is the first rung of development of Urdu

prosody. In this paper, an attempt is made to study critically prominent

writings on traditional and reformative Urdu prosody.
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