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This is the translation of a chapter from a rather less-recognized Iraqi scholar and

historian Dr. Jawad Ali's monumental treatise on pre-Islamic history of the Arabs, titled:

Al-Mufassal Fi Tarikh-il-'Arab Qabl-al-Islam. In this chapter, he carried out a historical

probe into the prosody of Arabs, bringing to light the primary material that, after a long

time in post-Islamic era, was gathered in the form of what is known as 'Ilm-al-Aruz

wal-Qafiah (the Science of Poetical Rhythm and Rhyme). Al-Khalil bin Ahmad

al-Farahidi, to whom the honour of originating the Arabic Prosody is attributed, did in

actual collect and assembled the scattered terms and rules that Arabs had developed to

be taken as standards for their poetic versification, in which they appear to resemble, in

some way, the poets of colloquial languages in our times. To complete the picture, it is

worth noticing that Al-Khalil also benefitted from Syriac, Sinsikrit and Greek prosodic

traditions in addition to getting help from his knowledge of music (and mathematics).

This clearly shows that Arabic Prosody was not envisaged and devised by al-Khalil ex

nihilo as commonly believed. But, surely, it was to his genius that he ably and skilfully

carved out the figure of Arabic Prosody despite the paucity of proper measuring as well

as terminological material available to him on the subject passed on from ancient Arabs.

However, there are some metres, or metrical patterns, yet to be determined and

systemized, found in pre-Islamic poetry, which do not correspond with the metrical

system derived by al-Khalil during the prosodic survey he made into that time, and a

careful study of which may also shed some light on the early formational phase of

Arabic Prosody. The translator has added up some footnotes of his own hanging around

some points in the text, to which he loved to call the readers' attention.
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ÿ+?ç EL»ïþ ÅeâZgÃ{~¯c*ZzgZÐá™õZ~Ĥ: ÂøÛ†æeàÒö×%çÝ ÆZyZÃg~ÔTä uørØeàÞø–×øä ‰

æøeøþ³‚ø]]Ö$„ô°»Òø^Þøk»Þøþ³çø]…ö]*qøß$kô uøß$k»Þøþ³çø]…ö(æøŸøløâøþ³ßþ³$^uøß$kô

æø]Ö»Ëø†»'ømöÃ»’ø†öÊô±]»¦ôÞø^ðô(]*…øÞ$kô ÖøÛ$þ³^…ø]*l»Úøþ³^ðø]ÖŠ$þ³¡øÚø�»þ³†öæ»eþ³÷̂

ÿâZg)ZLyÅ|~i0+ÏÅ§sßUZzg³m,zVÐYÆa(]åIO‹ØtÐG,\Z_Xz;V
)õZÅg&ëG

Y
LgzZVÆZ0+g(z{ZkØt»ZÖg:™C)Â4åÔ�(ZL$+y»�¼zZkä

961



eJ7-g3åÔz{)ZkÅZkG,\Zzg"@*!ÆŠzgZy(úc*VƒŠHX)QõZÅŠzF,li0+Ï~(
Z#ZkäŠ¬�Zzï�Æ<Å9£Ðö EO»0*ãÁC7,g;ìÔZzg)ZzúÐïá‰(Í',Ã',@~vh
™0*ãqÝHYg;ìÔÂz{)**izÌÅ6,zgŠ{±Å(Y^Y^™gzäÐXþ

Æ HÎç]ð )ª¬^qÆWy~gÁ(Å¸]Á™Š~ìXÿ Âø³†æš »**xŠc*ŠHÔYV�Zkä HÎç]ð ZÐ
Å(( Ú�†æe÷̂ (Ã}ÐñN*Zzg}!*gq-ÕC�áï�þXZ¤/)Ä~ ufØ Åšð NE~çã~{àZzgZ`ƒ**Ô2gÏ)

36 7,JYñÂ^qŠg„ƒY@*ìX Úöjø�ø†$e÷̂

)ZzgZk‰ŠvÛ[(6,Ì!*]ÅìXz{)ZL„~^Æ HÎç]ð ~ …‰³^Öè]Ö³ÇË†]á ä œe³ç]Ö³Ã¡ð]ÖÛøÃø†ù°

Æ!*g}~Šgc*Ä™@*ìÔZzgQZÏÅi!*ã�Z[ŠêìXc~ZkÐHì: HÎç]ð Ð ]ôÚ³³†øæ.]ÖÏn³³‹ ŠzgZy(
ÿ

+?ç EL®é$ÿþ LLÿtÄþù7,JYñÇ:

qø^Öøk»Öôjø’»†øÂøßô±»ÊøÏö×»köÖøãø^V]Î»’ô†ô°»

HôÞ(þ³±»]Ú»þ³†öæ1‘øþ³†»Âôþ³±»Âøþ³×øþ³n»þ³Ôôuöþ³†ø]Ýö

ÿZzï�ä)QCÐ¸v™-V(6»N*�‰=¤/ZŠ}ÏXÂ~äZkÐ¹:Z(#Ö™z

))(Ô�~z{¿ƒV&¤/Z**'+£é
G

g}agzZ7Xþ

Æ‚B‡BŠg„gÅÐ?Šzu~ Îø³_ø³^Ýô Zzg uø„ø]Ýô ¼ÐÔZzg u³†]Ýô ™zÐ?c* HÎç]ð 7,ðÐÔZzg u³†]Ýö H?
'+£é
G

g}aY,̂ŒÛZg70*@*XZ%ƒZÅ¨4ø
G
Gÿ�Z[~þHì:øg}4,Šq- HÎ³³ç]ð gc*„Æ‰fYÆìw~

Zk){CW(ÐtªCÙƒ@*ì�c~Æ4,Šq-Y‹Šzg~ÄZYÆ;V 46 ™ä~Ãðw`7óóX HÎ³³ç]ð

**Ih+{7åÔÉZsòŠzg~ZÐÍ¤/ŠZ**ŠHX HÎç]ð

»Èì0Zzg!š5éESZq-‡¢/õ
E
GÃŠCÙZ**Ô!*,îg ]*æ›ø*̂ ÌfÐÄÆ;VZq-Z˜bìXZyÆ;V Hm³_^ð

7ƒÇÔZzgZÏ§bc†Zzgð{ Hm_^ð �‡Bc†Zzgð{ƒäÆÒpÐÌ7VƒXZ¤/ÂZq-ƒZzgpZÂ
ZkÂÆŠz!*g{ÑäÃë�&Zq-Ši‡B¯c*Y[ƒÔ‰Zq- Hm_^ð »Z%szZµƒA$ÌX‰Æ4,Šq-

Xt²1VÆ;VšZ%sÍŒŠHìXpZkÆ!*z�Šz{LZkÍÆ …q³Ø ƒÔZzgŠzuZÌ …q³Ø ‡BÂ
�á²Æ0*kñZŠ)ªZÖpZzgñç¬](Å¶ Hm_^ð Ã�KÅzztì� Hm_^ð %>ÌƒD�XZyÆ;V

6,ŠÑª™@*ìÔTÆ:Lz{ZL�}~Zq-‡B0Zzg!š5éESŠCÙZä6,6gƒZÔZzgt!*]ZyÆ4,Šq-)¯x
ÆZÝpt��WŠòZLgZ5~QÐZÏ(6,Šx Hm³³_³³³^ð ~("Zzg)T~(g»z^ÆáZŠsìX

Æìw~: œe³çÂø³Û³³†æe³à]ÖÃø¡ð gnpƒñ−�¬Ìi%æGLŠxW_ƒX‡¢/õ
E
GÅƒZg»|xZÏÐ�ŠgìX

Ò]ÐzZgŠƒÔ Hm³_^ð ²1VÆ4,Šq-Í7ÔZzgt‡¢/õ
E
GÆŠz!*g{ÑäÃë�óóX;VÔZ¤/�}~ Hm³_^ð LL

56 ÂÍƒÇX

071



Åw(Æ!*g}~fYÆ i–Ûnà »qïÄz{ìTÆpZŒÄ~V™7g}ƒVX) i–Ûnà

;VZ%s0*c*Y@*ìX‰Æ4,Šq-tÍìÔZ#�ŠvZÐÍÑg7™DX¸yZ™̄Zô[Æ_.
i³–Ûnà  ZkÒpÐ� ‰³Û^Å  �X În^Œ  Zzg ‰³Û^Å  ÃÐY,̂ŒÛZgŠï�XtŠzz�{ i³–Ûnà ²[ŠzzzÐ
ZyÆ  i³³–³³Ûn³à Zka�²1VäÄÃZkZ0+Zi6,zäH� În³³^Œ  ²1VÆ;VÒ]ÐzZgŠƒðì;Zzg

Æ�ZiÆ‡b7ÔÉZÐ�B�ÔZyÅŠ?tì��}»CÙ i–Ûnà 4,Šq-Y,̂ŒÛZg0*ñX@*ëÔ�ßv
ZyÆ4,Šq-�ŒÛZg i³–Ûnà ÐêÄZŒ»Z`ƒY@*ì(XZka i³–Ûnà Ä‡ì!*¯Z]ƒ@*ìÔ)Z#�

Z#�)²[‚ò 66 ÅVB7™D�X i³³–³Ûn³à 0*CìXZke~fÐÄ**UZzgŠvÄZYÆ;VÐ
Zq-czsz=wqìXZyÆÄzV~çãZk§bW:~ i³³–³³Ûn³à Z̧ZxÔ2Wgc*ð¸ñVÆ;V¸

(c*stanza / %1oƒD��Zq-Ä»ÈŠzu}Æ‚B5ñ%zZã7ƒ@*XZÏaZyÆ;V¿)È
(Zzgæð�á²~ epics (ÆZÃgZq-Šzu}ÐÝƒD�Ô{mîg6,giðŠZ*âV) poem / �})Ä

(~X lyrical poetry)
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²znY‹ŠzgÆ7g}²znÅúÒÏ7™@*X
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Æ‚¹V~ÐåÔZkÅÌ²zn6,Zq- ‰ônfçømä |(Ô� 221 |Ô 215) ]eç]ÖvŠà‰Ãn‚eàÚŠÃ‚é]¢ìËb
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)�ZsòŠzg~y{ ]Ÿ*eö³³³×$è He:ƒÇ�2äZL$©š5Õä

GE
G]Zyy~$©š5Õä

GE
G]ÐZ~.KƒVÔZ#�yZzg
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_“gBbìX¸zzì�Zk~õtÆ‚B‚B4+gU*×ŸZ+Ì¾‰XZk§bÑy{îãä+?ç EL

šÔgïÔu#Ô¾g[ÔŒZguZzg+?ç ELgbÆñµzZEwZzgZyÐo9LgppzZáp}»E+™{HìXÑy
{îãäZLèÃg{àxF,3~ZyŠkfg»ZEwHÔZzgZEwzo9L»f™ÌZ-J-özŠg3X

æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 363 ]ÖË`†‰kE 54X D(EÞ’gDó 761/1 ]Ö×Š^áE 44X

Otto Weber, Die Literatur der Babylonier und Assyrer, Leipzig, 1907, S. 35. 64X

æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 131 æÚ^eÃ‚â^DW5mç]áuŠ^áE 55/4 ]Ö×Š^áE 84X Dó 44/4 ]Ö×Š^áE 74X

D(]ÖÓçmkó 371/1 i^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 05X æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 136 (95 ]ÖÃÛ‚éE 94X

D(EÎ†æDó 293/10 i^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 25X Dó 354/2 i^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 15X

Dó 60 æÚ^eÃ‚â^DW]ÖÛç4xE 164/1 D(]ÖÓçmkW]ÖÃÛ‚éE 396/1 i^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 35X

(Ôªêzgw½gz~ŒV æøe³„ø]Õøìøf$³†øÞø³³^]Ö»³Çö‚ø]Íö]Ÿ»*‰»çø�ö ÆÍÆ‚B„èÃgì:) HÎç]ð %zzŠ-Zy~t̂q 45X
%̄q!*0+JŠHìX

(].ZðZzgŠzg~Æä́sV~1Y@*ìXZ#�%æELORÅ£òy~gzZe$ Æö³³†]h zZãgì�²[pÄ~ÃZ) 55X
)»Ç(WæZzgDÅ´#ÖŒY@*ìXZyŠz„ŠsVÃ%æELORÆ²!ÆZq-�á²ÝxZWiZŠìZòä  ~¸±ðOZ

fsÆŠzZÃg~Z‰Hì:ÿ+?ç ELîsþ
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‰øÛôÃ»köÆö†ø]hø]Ö»ãôß»‚mö–»vô±»Úöfø�(†]÷eôÃøþ³ç»�ôuøfôþ³n»gõ(møþ³^Öøþ³äöÚôþ³à»Úöfþ³ø�(†ô

]*Ÿømø^Æö†ø]hø]Öß$r»‚ô(]*Þ»kø�øÏôn»ÏöäöÊøþ³Ûøþ³^Öøþ³Ôøiöþ³ç,ƒô°»âøþ³^ñôþ³þ³÷̂eôþ³^Öj$þ³_øþ³n%†ô
ÿ~yz*ã»vÅWzZiù7ƒVÔÂz{=W$åL8[ÅtKg]ŠêH>4ìX1ZÏz‰Ü¦Æ•çENZ[Å†yZl
WzZi÷}»y~7,CìÔÂ~G,\™g{Y@*ƒVÔZzgL${ð G

O§Y**Vó»‚gZ¯¸g]ƒ™g{Y@*ìXZz¦zsiÆ
¾Z[!$ðGNyÆZk±ðO}»¸ð„ÂìXNËŠwiŠ{ÐHÛì�tZ¤/ZÐ(ÃwŠ}™pl™@*ìÔÂ¯gU
$ðGNZÐZK$+ÎãÐŠÄàä4ì?!þ

æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 59 D(E5]…]Ö%Ï^ÊèDW]ÖÛç4xE 190 (39/1 æÚ^eÃ‚â^DW]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 209/15 ]Ö×Š^áE 65X

Dó 146 ]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 85X Dó 60 ]ÖÛç4xE 75X

gzZc*]ÆZk§ŠÃZ´̧VÆ²1VÅ!*ëîÔZzgZq-Šzu}Ã—Š3äÅVwÆîg6,Š9ecX2 95X
ZsòŠzgÅÈVäÌZy~ZCzeZÑÔZzgZknÅFgzZc*]ˆZiZsxÌzäZzg�gƒNX

Dó 375 DWeÇnè]ÖçÂ^éE 156 DW]ÖÛ’çáE 17/1 DW5mç]á]ÖÛÃ^Þ±E 10/3 -Þf^å]Ö†æ]éE 06X

D(E5]…]Ö%Ï^ÊèDó 39/1 ]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 26X D(EÎçæDó 307/10 i^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 16X

Dó 320 …‰^Öè]ÖÇË†]áE 46X æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 39/1 ]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 36X

Dó 41/1 D(Eæ›®DW]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 135/1 D(Eæ›®DWi^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 200/1 ]Ö×Š^áE 56X

D(Ee^h]Öj–Ûnàæ]¦q^‡éDó 84/2 D(E•ÛàDW]ÖÃÛ‚éE 265/9 æÚ^eÃ‚â^D(E•ÛàDWi^t]ÖÃ†æŒE 258/13 ]Ö×Š^áE 66X

Dó 40/1 ]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 96X Dó 223/3 ]Ö×Š^áE 86X Dó 193/9 ]Ö×Š^áE 76X

~èˆ¿>q²1VÅW~Z˜b~�}ÐZµÑg …qˆ Ôª+?ç EL ].…qç‡é ¦ œ…]qnˆ Å¦Ôc* …qˆ 07X
»**xŠc*Y@*ìX …]qˆ ~ÄìzZáÃ�á²Å(Z˜7éS …qˆ HY@*ìÔZzg+?ç EL

Dó 471/2 ]ÖÛˆâ†E 37X æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 42/1 ]Ö9Ã†æ]Ö9Ã†]ðE 27X Dó 139/1 ]Öfn^áæ]ÖjfnnàE 17X

æÚ^eÃ‚â^Dó 49/2 ]¦Ò×nØE 57X Dó 54/1 (i^…mî]¢5h]ÖÃ†e±E »gw',zÜy 47X

Dó 185 (]ÖÃ’†]Ör^â×±E Ø¹œ 67X

Dw 184 D(]ÖÃ’†]Ör^â×±E 189 y5mç]ÞäE Ânß^Õ�ÚÃã^‰r^ÙVVÒªá�ªÞnãÛ^œæ�^Ù Š&ÀŸ/õ GGZk»�{: 77X

Dó 185E 18X]§‚. ó ]§‚. 08X ó ]§‚. 97X Dó 184 ]ÖÃ’†]Ör^â×±E 87X

æÚ^eÃ‚â^D 70 ]ÖËã†‰kE 58X D84 ]ÖËã†‰kE 48X Dó 71 ]ÖËã†‰kE 38X ó ]§‚. 28X

John A. Haywood, Arabic Lexicography, p. 8. 68X

Dó 66 (ivÏnÐÚ^Ö×ãß‚ÚàÚÏçÖèE Z̀zã 88X Dó 76/1 DW]ÖÛˆâ†E 343/1 (-Þf^å]Ö†æ]éE ZÅ©©Šö
GE

78X

D(EÊÃØDó 65/8 i^t]ÖÃ†æŒE UT!

081


