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This is the translation of a chapter from a rather less-recognized Iraqi scholar and
historian Dr. Jawad Ali's monumental treatise on pre-Islamic history of the Arabs, titled:
Al-Mufassal Fi Tarikh-il-'Arab Qabl-al-Islam. In this chapter, he carried out a historical
probe into the prosody of Arabs, bringing to light the primary material that, after a long
time in post-Islamic era, was gathered in the form of what is known as Tlm-al-Aruz
wal-Qafiah (the Science of Poetical Rhythm and Rhyme). Al-Khalil bin Ahmad
al-Farahidi, to whom the honour of originating the Arabic Prosody is attributed, did in
actual collect and assembled the scattered terms and rules that Arabs had developed to
be taken as standards for their poetic versification, in which they appear to resemble, in
some way, the poets of colloquial languages in our times. To complete the picture, it is
worth noticing that Al-Khalil also benefitted from Syriac, Sinsikrit and Greek prosodic
traditions in addition to getting help from his knowledge of music (and mathematics).
This clearly shows that Arabic Prosody was not envisaged and devised by al-Khalil ex
nihilo as commonly believed. But, surely, it was to his genius that he ably and skilfully
carved out the figure of Arabic Prosody despite the paucity of proper measuring as well
as terminological material available to him on the subject passed on from ancient Arabs.
However, there are some metres, or metrical patterns, yet to be determined and
systemized, found in pre-Islamic poetry, which do not correspond with the metrical
system derived by al-Khalil during the prosodic survey he made into that time, and a
careful study of which may also shed some light on the early formational phase of
Arabic Prosody. The translator has added up some footnotes of his own hanging around

some points in the text, to which he loved to call the readers' attention.
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