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Dr. Muhammad Khan Ashraf
Visiting Prof. Urdu, GC University, Lahore
Four Perspectives of Modernism

Modernism or its Urdu equivalent, Jadidiat is a vague, loose, but
comprehensive term which, on the one hand, implies ideas, modes,
methods, styles and artistic expressions, of or relating to the present or
recent times and different from traditional styles and values, and on the
other, also connotes movements in arts, literature, religion, politics,
science and philosophy pertaining to the last three centuries. In this
paper the author argues that the term has been used so loosely and
extensively that it has lost its critical and philosophical function to
identity a specific movement and a system of thought. The result is a
confusion of ideas and thought. He analyses that the term has come to
be used, variously, for four major and different phenomena in the history
of human thought and civilization which are entirely separate and
distinguishable from each other. He has identified these four
perspectives of modernism and has suggested the modification of the
term to label them.
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