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Contemporary Consciousness in Manto's Essays

Saadat Hasan Manto is a prominent short story writer. Historians of

Urdu literature can not overlook Manto due to so many reasons but

noteworthy reason is that his writings replicate the issues of his epoch.

That does not only relate to his short stories but it is fact that his

sketches, plays and essays also present the issues of his era .Manto's

work encircles variety of topics,  grave and humor  both but he does not

ignore the issues of  his society and describes  even in a few sentences

,that reflects his concern with society. In this thesis Manto's awareness

and conciseness regarding his society has been discussed.
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XŠ]ŒœZgŠzÆZ•ðZëZY:óg�XZYäÅ@*gõ%A$™Dz‰ÜËÌßg]œ»**xÃ
Z0+Zi7HYYXQkÆ-VÂ¹ÐZò[�p(,Z:L¸ì�œäZK’k,zV~ËÌ()Å
F,)ãÐgz¤/ŠZã7ÅXt!*]QyÆZYâVÆjZáÐ„Šg„7ìÉ|Âtì�z{ZY:ƒc*
{�ÔegZ)ƒc**yœÆ&4øFG

I
LÃåZCÇZzgZkÆ)b„gì�XœÆp}~CÙ§bÆ

ñç¬]�áï�XZy~¤{ñç¬]Ì�Ô9z'×ZbÌìZzg¡Z¶K6,ŠZi~ÌXpœËÌßg]~
ZL¤/Šz7ÃÃZ0+Zi7™**eTeìz{Šzc*egÓV6,„Zr™,1ZLÇÐQyÅzZÕCÙßg]ÈV
ƒ™gSìX

œäTiâä~™»W¸iHQkÇ~ZŠ[~Z·ZÅÃc*]ŠgWäÑ¸XZz[gzkÐ:

ÜsZŠ[OW,ƒZÉi0+ÏÆŠvˆ}(„ÔZOŠc*]Zzg�YˆÌOW,ƒñ¸XœäÌZKZŠ!
i0+Ï»W¸igzÏ&]ÆF,ZWÐHXZk§bZŠ[~Z·ZÅÃc*]ÅF,zó»Q,Vä',Z{gZ„_·
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ZyÅZëŠTÐè¸ì�z{gzÏZz[ÐOW,¸ZzgZŠ[~Z·ZÅÃe$ÅF,zóÆpZ×¸X HX
Z#œäZYä™ÑzqKÂSyÃc*]»ZÖgQyÆZYâV~ÌƒZXœÆp}ÆÀòñç¬]
�YPZzg(Ï"ì6,Œ�XˆZiZVQyÅ&]~eZËh�ÛZàÆ;CÃc*]Ì(0*äÑ

Zzg;C)bÅZßgÂVÃœä(,~"!*ÅÐZK&]»z¯c*ìX

f!Exz.yÅF,zóäÌi0+ÏÃZq-*iZz›ó{Šc*ZzgZ(ÏÔ�YZzgÕãÃc*]',RÆ�ÛÎŠ{
Zzg6,ZäÃc*]Ã$+%ÑZk§byz*yÆßÍV~WiZŠ~ZzgF,¹»ÅgËZgƒäÎXœÆp}Æ

ñç¬]~àqZk!*]ÅŠ?ì�z{i0+ÏÆÓx‡V»�ZZŠgZugnp¸XQyÆp}~gzb)Å
WzZi™s‹ðŠîìX}ZŠ[~Ñe$u¦ÆÇÐ„�áïƒ̂¶1ZÐ!*‡°{šgÆîg6,F,¹I
’q-äZCc*Zzg].h+c*6ZŠ[ÆeäHgKXZŠ[Zzgi0+ÏÆ!*bg*ÅZÌzZã™Dƒñczs
F,¹IÕŠZº@gZñ7g~ZŠ[»ãCŠ~ÑÒy™Dƒñ˜�:

ZŠ[»Ñtƒ**ec�z{Zy_.!*]ÅF,)ã™}�Š*ÃF,¹ÅgZ{Š3NXZy_.!*]6,Ð+
™}�Š*ÃWÐ7(,"ŠïZzgQz{Z0+Z¯ÒyZ(g™}�ic*Š{Ðic*Š{ßÍVÅ™~

1 WnXYV�¾qwi0+Ï»Ñ¸ì�ic*Š{Ðic*Š{ßÍV»ic*Š{Ðic*Š{>™nX

ZŠ[ÆZkZÃŠ~U»œfgZ—W}L~-VZÖg™D�:

CÙZŠ[0*g{Zq-{mcZq-{mZW,ÔZq-{mÑÆaaZƒ@*ìXZ¤/Zk~z{{mcZq-
2 Ñlg{YñÏX HYñÂz{Zq-"Yy {mZW,Zzgz{{mÑCk:

œÆ4,Šq-ZŠ[~gzb)»ZˆkÑixìYèZŠ[ZLÇ»?kƒ@*ìXF,¹IzVäZŠ[Ã Íc*
�Yi0+ÏÅaZzZgŒZzgZk!*]6,izgŠc*�ZŠ[Ã�Yi0+Ï$+%Æ‚B‚B$+ÜecXF,¹IzV»tÌI
å�ZŠ[W§]ƒäÆ‚B‚B�`~Zz!p~ÌaZ™@*ìXpHZŠ[ÃZLÇÅ?ÏÆ´z{
WÒ{»ÑÇ¿Šbec?ZkÎZw»�Z[Zº@gZñ7g~ätÈ™Šc*å�LLZŠ[ÃD+g$h4ï GGGÐÃðzZô

7XóóZÏ!*]ÅzŸs#œZk§b™D�:

ë‡ây‚i7ÔºÌ7XZï[Zzg‡ây‚i~ŠzuzV»»xìXëÓáV6,Nì™D
�ppŠqÁ7‘WXëqgÂVÆ'¯D�pzg7Xë%nCD�pŠzZ{âVÆ

3 z7X

ZgŠzZŠ[~Ñe$ÅgzŠgZÝu¦ÅZ&bI~Å’q-ÐÌOW,¶Xu¦Â¾qwZq-�Å
wgnp¸ZzgZyÆgNYÆ7ÃÌZ&b»_./„»g�ÛâåXF,¹IzVÆ;V¸Z&bI~Zq-
Zgz\~ªCÙƒðªZrVäZLWŠglzäKZzgQyÆ”wÆaZŠ[ÃZEw™äÅÅg~ÃÒ
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ÅXœ}Ì�7‘WZ&b™**LQy»<Ã7g;XZLZYäLLŠðZVóóÆlóÆe~Òy
Ìð~œ»IìXLL~äZk¹ã~Ãð$7Šc*ÔZÜª]6,Ãð¼Ì7XYè~pŠÃ**x.Š**Ûc*

4 yZÜt7&Xóó

F,¹I’q-äË™ÔZK̈yÆ¦gÆOñ(ÏZK̈yZzg¡~ZK̈y»¦gŠc*XZkÐIZK̈yc*
(åc*Q$+~»ìX}6,*P»„¦§ZK̈yŠNkXŸiè,ÅgZñZk!*g}~ic*Š{Š¯ì:

6,*PÆZYâVZzg**zßVÃáÊ-C4/õ GEJGXZy~ZK̈y(�Â¹„(�Ô',}�Â¹„
5 ',}�Ô¬xîg6,¾d$™ŠZgZzgÇîVÆ™ŠZg¹„9xZzgÈá¸áƒD�X

œÆçÜ+}™×PgÔË~Zzg‡Šz){Æ;VZK̈y»(Ï¦gìXZkÅ,»Z®g�YZzg
(ÏÂx6,ƒ@*ìXªÂx$+%6,ZK̈y$+wYìXZ%œÆ¦§ZK̈y6,!*]™DƒñŸiè,ZyÆ
¦§ZK̈yÃZg»Y5+k,Š�Xz{'×h+—�LLœ»ZK̈y¬¡~ZK̈yåX¡~ZK̈y�CÙnÅ�YZzgZÜ¹

ZÏ!*]ÃŠg}zŸs#ÐzZg_E~ 6 ÈØVÐWiZŠƒ™¡~85Ò3ð EEGVÆ_.WiZŠZ:i0+Ï¬™**eLìXóó
ä-V–ìXLLœZK̈yÃÜs(ÏZzgZOŠ~Z»ðÆîg6,7Š8Xz{ZK̈yÃQkÅ=~Ô¡]Zzg

t!*]Šg„ì�œZK̈yÆ¡~ 7 »Ñ]ÆÚø~Š8ìZzgQkÅ;CZzg<�Z×V”mìXóó
»çVZzg85Ò3ð EEGVÃZÌŠï�}›»_./œÅÃ~6Zq-¬x±Å~ƒYìz(„Zq-z¨Æ0*k
ÌƒYìc*Qßg]-VÌƒ$ËìLLZq-!*Óúg]ÆJg~›Ð¬g~ŠwƒYìZzgZkÆ

8 ',@.ÅZq-ZŠÌF,+z¨›Ð½7gŠwÅâ´ƒ$ËìXóó

�,œ~~6ZŠ!Ãc*]ÅF,zóÐIÀ$éMMyz*ãZŠ'VZzg�á²zVÆ4,Šq-ZŠ[i0+ÏZzg(„

ÐÃð´‘7g‚råX(Ï�Y)b»ZÖgZŠ[~ƒ@*„7åZzgZ¤/ƒ@*ÌåÂZkÅZÌ7¶Xª

Z½¦qÑ]ZŠ[Ð7ò¸Z%ZÐZŠ~i0+Ï»ZÖg¬xåX«kBxÆˆÆqÑ]äyz*yÆ
(Ï�YqÑ]6,�ZZW,eZÑZzgZk»ZÖ§ZŠ[~ÌƒäÎXF,¹I’q-äZŠ[Æ�ÛÎŠ{eä$+wŠbZzg
i0+ÏÆÓxñç¬]ZŠ[~',DYäÑXZyñç¬]~Ðœä&ZYâVÆaOz{½ìX½»
ñçqœ-VÐZŠ[~ZEwƒg;ìX-**ãÔ̂~Ôyz*ãZ‚:~c*ZAòÂ1V~ÌZk»f™ñ�ŠìX
úg]Zzg%Š»ģc*mZiàzZ$+~ìXÒ)b6ZŠ[»zYV¶?œ»ìwì:

ic*Š{F,Ò)b„W`Æ6ZŠ'VÅÂz»%œ/YV¶�XZk»�Z[¥x™**Ãðic*Š{Â

7Xtiâ:Ðz¾d$nÆZ¡ZŠ»iâ:ìXúg]ŒÛd$ÌìÔŠzgÌXXX}âŠgiZŠ',°ÃWC
9 ì}uÐá™cJ-,XXX}úg]%ŠÆï~Š3ðŠîì}%Šúg]Æï~X

Z#ZK̈ã;]Æˆkñç¬]6,’k,,‚tWNÂ**x.ŠZÜtÆõ‰Vä6ZŠ[Å„Zk¯
6,#¿Ñzq™Š~�t¡Ò)b„aZ™g;ìXŒVÌœ»�Z[!3‹§ö

EEG
ì:
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�B��6ZŠ[äÒ)baZK�t6,�XYè|tì�Ò)bäZk
01 6ZŠ[ÃaZHìXZk6ZŠ[ÃT~W\LLZC„@ŠÙ�Zzg]Z0�X

f!d$ÆZW,Z]yz*ãi0+ÏÆCÙ̂6,%¿ƒñX�YÔZÜ¹ZŠZgic*Š{OW,ƒNXœä„CÙ
"zwÃWäzZá�Y)bÃñçq¯c*ZzgQy~aZƒäzZáp»CÙŠzUîVÐY,̂{1X�Yi0+Ï
~ÌÔ¯z^ZzgúöŠgWð&œä}9UZzg}',Z{gZ„ñçq¯c*ìX}ZŠ[»„ñçq³ZŠƒ].h+
XqÑ]ÅaZzZgìZzgX$+rZŠZg»©**)7™@*ìGz{Zq-{mÃc*CRgppzZßVÃJw7åX

œäåêxÐic*Š{̀xÅâÎÃ$+%ÅÃÒÅìX}LLÓ�ÛzÙóó*y~ÌQy»ìwì
�Z,qÑ]Ã»HYñ�z¨ÃaZ™D�XœZk6,'×h+û{™Dƒñ˜�:

z¨aZ7ƒCÔ¯ðYCìc*pŠk�ìXTqÅâ8-ƒÏr~~¢zgWñÏX%ŠÅ^ã
pZ÷]Åâ8-úg]ìpZ{z{Ë^~ƒOçZkâ8-»ZW,tì�CÙà~Ãð:Ãð8¹Ïî F

11 ñ�ŠìXZ¤/W`tâ8-ŠzgƒYñÂt.pŠlŠ¸T$ƒYNÐX

ZŠd$ËÌçÑ}»ƒz{QkçÑ}ÆºmgD**]ÐOW,ƒ@*ìXQk»ÅgZzgÑÅgc*Qk»
Óx!¿QygD**]Æ7Ãgz/¿ƒ@*ìZkaQyºmgD**]»ZÖgQkÆ;V!*Ç¡~¥xƒ@*
ìX�YZŠZgÅZìÅÃÌœñçq¯D�X„CÙtCkƒYì�z{ZK̈ãi0+ÏÆ(,_ƒñ)bz
)]ÃË!*‡°{Âx~Ñ™i™äÅpZé7gnpZ(!*Ç7ìpz{].h+œ1]ÃZK̈ã#bÆa
gZò™**eT¸:�Zka�ZK̈yZy»ÝxƒYñX}LLF,¹c*CG*yóó~Zôm,~d$ÆZW,Z]Æ
Zi',}UîV»f™ìXæ¹c*yz*ãµZŠZgÆZ%Zx~f!d$ÃœWh};ðVfe�Zzg
yz*ãçÑ]~0*ðYäzZà$+qàÌQyÆñç¬]»zìX(,}àzVÆ)b~ÐG*y~
(qÝ™**ÌZq-XìX}%Š}ÃŠ®™äÆa¬QkÅFg~Å¤&ÔQeZËÐñ]»¤&
**)ÔG*y~(»”wÔGzVÅŠgzÈ~ZzgQGÆ�»”wtƒ].h+d$„ÅÑZ_�XZ,„Šv
�Yñç¬]QyÅ’k,zV~(0*D�X}0šñ¶yc*úgÂVZzg%ŠzV»Zq-Šzu}ÃC**)Cp!*V
Ð¬YñZ‡ÔZzg¼7ìÂ°Zz]„�(Z¡wÔ�‚i~Ô¹WzgZâ»ZEwZzgQyÆZW,Z]Ô�Y
§ŠZ]z){6,QrVä¯ïZ0+Zi~û{HìXeZË�ÛŠzkZâg‡è»ìwì:

œZk!*]ÐzZ#å�ZK̈ãÑÅd$Æa¢zg~ì�ªCÙŠZg~ÔÑ^Zzg0*g‚ðÆ({
',́VÃQ@*g™Q¹ZyÅZ-^Š3ðYñXXXZzg‚B„Q¹f6îg6,ZkR6,Ñc*Yñ˜V
z{pŠÐ:ÜsWÇ„qÝ™ÃÉz{ZKZ-,Zzg_.!*]6,6,Š{eZ%ÅÃÒÌF,u™

21 Š,@*�QyÆ_.!*]™™ŸŠc*Ë)¡~^~%ŠZg:ƒVX

œÅfZCi0+ÏÐZq-!*]»”h+ZÖgƒ@*ì�œZ•ð6,ïmÔ̂kÔËuJ-_.!*CZzgZ**6,„¿
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¸XƒÐZë!*]t�z{ZK̈âV~Cðˆl™äÆpZéq¸ÔokQ7**I¶Xœ�`ÆZ,

„ˆkñç¬]6,̄ZVD�XZkK~QyÆp}LLÓ�ÛzÙóóÔLLÑpúg'ZzgMŠ*óóÔLLkH{Å
ÃÓVÔkH{Æ!*\óó{mîg6,‡&ÿELf™�X�`Tz�ŠÃ‡.Þè#ÖIZ@*ìœÃQkÐ^gŠ~ìz{ÂZ+

z�;]ZzgqÑ]»™ä6,izgŠï��Z,LL‡.ÞÐ]óóZK̈âVÅ6,zgl™D�XœZK̈+MÆt
UîVÃZ¸g™µZŠZgÅ§sáz™D�XœÆp}~}ÌÃÔz÷c*ZÜ¹ZßßVÅ0*‡Zg~

X »Šgk7MZzg:„Z(™**Zy»f6c*„~Xå

ZL)ÅF,)ãÆjZáÐœ»tÒy.e$Zëì�QrVäZ£0+*‡ŠÆ**xZLZq-â~–

ŒVœÆW~ 31 LLi0+ÏÃQk^~7™**ecÜ�z{ìÔ:�z{Ü¶c*ÜƒÏc*ÜƒãecXóó
ÅgÃŠZŠŠØ�Z(™T$tg{‡Š™r#Ã„Šc*YYåXœÅZq-ZëÕŠŸiè,äYäYVZ¹Zq-

Ÿiè,»Z¤/ÂtIì�z{ 41 ZÜ¹2g–ìXQyÆZLZÖp-V�LLœŠg|Zq-ZÜ¹2gåXóó
ZÜ¹¸Z2zä™äZzgQy6,»gÈg�6,|¸Ât!*]â+~@*ïƒYìaèœÆaZÜt»ZYc*
',Zƒ**X7åXpZ¤/tŒYñ�z{�`ÅÃzV~¤/}ƒñ™ŠZgzVÐøg}Šw~ĝŠ~aZ
™D�ZzgËÌZÜ¹ŸÆú|sÃˆl™ä~øg~æŠ™D�Âz{GZÜ¹2gì�zZ÷Â
7ìp|Iì��7ì1Cð»mnìXœÆp}çÑC**Z»°ÐaZÎZÑ]d$
Ð7y�XQy»*yLL8kúg'óóc*LLÎZwaZƒ@*ìóóZkÅ�{Vw�X

œ»Ç(ÏZ_OgZzgçÙ“»ÇìXçÙ“Zzg(Ï©**ó~p~ÃZz[gzkäï

ÎðXœäZLÇÅZkƒÐ(,~(ÏÔ�YZzgZOŠ~’q-ªâgšx»_·NgHìZzgQyÃc*]Å
»x!c***»ò»Y,̂{ºmyz*ãqÑ]~Ì1ìXœqÑ]~ËÌnÅp~ÆaƒÐ¬
ZÜmÅñ�ŠÏ6,izgŠï�Xyz*ã(„~XâZ!!*rÆ‚¢äZq-!*#:caZ™Š~¶Xœä
Zq-aÅWçÐZk‚¢ÃŠ¬åXœÆ;V(Ïñç¬]6,ZYäÁ�Z%(Ïñç¬]6,QyÅ¹EV

~LL*‡âyóóZzgLLÎgZ`ÆaóóZë�XœäZLÇÆ(Ï©**óÃZLp}~zŸs#Ð7H
ìXŒVÌQyÅ!*gq-ÎZzgŠzgZ0+÷ó{Qyç5]»Å`ÎCì�yz*ãçÑ]~(„Æ**x6,
**Îg0`�XWiZŠ~ÐIÆñç¬]~yz*ã(„ZzgèI„ÅœäJ#¿ÅìXQ7
(+ZâVÐÐ]ìYèz{Qy~okÔÑ^ZzgZÜmÅ¶ŠÙ�XZy»tìwŠg„ì��`�¬
4]~„ìQkÅ'×h+„yz*ã(+Zyè<ØÅãCŠ6,™gì�ZzgZ(™**ZK̈+MÆavyŠ{
ìXLLyz*yÃ7gzVÐXîóóyz*ã(„~ñ�Š(ÏgÉîVÅzZã¦k,ìXœQyÅ**ZqÅ¦k,

qƒñ˜�:

tßv�ZLyzV»ÂxŠg„7™MhÔtßvX»™I"u-ƒ@*ìÔ(„ÆyZy~
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51 ZLzí»ÂxÇ™äZzgßÍVÃZÜª]»$Š¶Æaä3�XXX¾Šg5&qì!

œ»ìwì�yz*ã(+ZâV~Qk‡/Zzgïm»”h+hZyì�yz*yÃÇWiZŠ~Å§s
áYñZzgTÅzzÐŒVZðzW¹»çÑ{aZƒnXyz*y~Y^7,äzZáèIYŠZ]ÆúÌ
œÃZ4(ÏgÉîVÅfZC¢Š6,4»KÃW@*ìXLLZq-Z—WßŠZhóó~œZ,ÁÜÅ¶K0+„™D�:

tz{ßv��1ßÍVÅ',',e$ÃZiaçLâyz*yÅc~@*i{™äÆpZéq�Xtz{ßv
��yz*yÆCÙ�ÃD`Š9eT�XXX�ZKâŠ§zíÃWiZŠŠÚÆpZ×7XXX�

61 kg�Ô¼Zg�ÔXÅgvgvZzg÷÷~$+~»pyñbyìX

„yÆˆœäZK7g~Âz0*ÎyÆ(ÏqÑ]6,%Ãi™àZzg0*Îãç5]~(,fƒð
Z%OæZì6,ZK¡÷ÃZ§hVÐªCÙHXœÅŠzgZ0+7ä0*Îy~Z%OæZìÆZW,Z]»Ng

Y,̂{1ZzgZy)]»ÌZÖgH�ZkæZì»x³åXœä0*Îã(„Zzg�Yˆ6,Zq-{mnÅ
5áÆ(,_ƒñZW,Z]»ÌY,̂{1ZzgR‚xÆ**xèo~Zk»Á™ZÖgÌHìXuâtŠZgZ:Âx
äZK̈ãZŠZgÃT!~Ð$+ÑìZzgCÙZuÚÃâgLZ»âò~$+wŠc*ìœäR‚xÆ**xèo~
Qk»yCuZÖgHìXZÏ§bœŠ*½~Z%O0*ÎVÃÌ9»¶K:¯D�XQy»ìwì�Š*~
Zð‡ì:ƒNhÅzzÌºmZ%O7À.ïGLiìXZyèo~œ6WiZŠo0*ÎyÅçÙi1Vqà»!*g!*g
f™™D�ZzgZk»ñZi:Z%MÅp¥àZzg"C{ŠzªÐ™D�XpZkÆ‚B‚BœuâtŠZgZ:Âx
6,Ì”h+W™D�X

„ÐIÆqÑ]~»ôöZzg›>Æ(Ï™ŠZgÃÌœä9»¶K:¯c*XQ7SyŠzâV
)oVÆ¸wz÷Æ§Š6,Z‹ZnåXT»ZÖgQrVäZLp}Æ´z{ZLZYâV~ÌHì:

›>KìÔ»ôöqgìXßÍV»¸ìwìXZ¶gÌ¸ë�Ô»ôöÎgZ`eS
ìÔ›>ÌXpŠzâVÆgZ5].Z].Z�XŠzâVï7ÿEN™»x7™DXZka�qgZzgK
‚|#ÆZ±gÐÃð_“7gnpX÷Zìwå�t�YŠƒg;ìZk~yzZzg›yZq-

Šzu}Ð',u�gƒYNÐZzgSyŠzâVÆpy»5\�qgzVZzgKzV~7ƒ@*ñg-V
71 Zzg$+gîV~ƒÇX1ÀƒZÔZ#÷Ztìw!*ÇßU*"$ƒZX

0*Îy“WÆˆÌœ›>Æ(Ï™ŠZg?9™Dgì�XaèQkz‰ÜÆ›Ÿ9iqYW%Z:
§¿̄»bCÙ{™gì¸Zzg0*Îã(„~CÙ§bÆ({zCÆUgƒ`¸Zzg0*Îã(„6,›>
Æ7gzV»ïƒ[å:

tæZŠd$Zzg�á²¶QD�Z[ZyÃec�ƒl~WNZzgÃðÑd:&Z(g™,XXX
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7g0YNXXXÜs›>ÆXXXY;VÔ÷ZÈ¸å�ËZzg>»7gàCeì
81 "ueX

„yZzg0*Îy0YäÆˆZk6o0*Îy~ß^âg»�!*iZg¤/xƒZœ6ˆk2gQk6,

Ì¹Š_ŠZ¸ƒZ:

Ô',k-xZ4w6,Zq-™r#Î3ƒZŠg|#»^™yáYäÅÃÒ�Ûâgì¸~äZy
Ð¹ÔtW\H™gì�ÔtŠg|#»U»W\ÃÃðh7ÔW\ä�Ûâc*XLLt0*ÎyìÔtøgZ
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