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The Modern Concepts of Freedom of Expression

Freedom of Expression is a very burning issue especially in the 21

century. This is an issue of immense topical value in these times of

intolerance and extremism in a society like Pakistan. In this article,

modern thoughts about the freedom of expression related to literature

have been discussed since freedom of expression is central to literature

and literary studies.

_______________________
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Æl)~¹: (Rounting) ¯xgì (Hosking) Ei~CÆÃåQZhgÍäƒ]½5ëEY

Freedom of expression is the first and last trench in the protection of

liberty. 
3

MiZŠ„ZÖgZK̈ãwe$ÆaªZzgMy~ñgpìX

MiZŠ„ZÖgÆ!*g}~It#gzi',zi(,_−Ygì�ZzgZkÅ!òÂWƒCYg„ìXZk

~ZK̈ãF,¹Æ:è6,Š{úZïŠg`fs�X

}ZXŠZ]Zzg¬@zc* 1X

Z½¦ÃlZzg£gZ] 2X

(Ïz‡âã].z4 3X

MiZŠ„ZÖg~£tZzg�ÛZø)�ÛŠZzgçÑ}ŠzâVÆ(�áï�pZyÃãCŠ~îg6,£tÆfs~

ËÌÐ]Z0½k,ÆOW,{Z�ÛZŠÅËuJ-ˆ°ÅY$ËìXZ¤/tÐ]zZà½k,‡âã gÄ™cÅˆìX

îg6,‡&ÿELñZ~.{RÐÁF,ŠgZ6,ƒZzg].h+çÑ{MiZŠ„ZÖgÆjZáÐZk�Yf)ŠZg~ÐùÇ{',M

ƒYì?

MiZŠ„ZÖgÆK~ƒÐ!íW,‡âã$ó~.ÎZŅ̃ZòZK̈ã£t»Z´y**)ìT»f™HY[

ìXMgçX91Å¥zÐ:

CÙ¿ÃMgZYgpp»Z(gƒÇZzgZke~ÃðæZì:ƒÏX 1X

CÙ\Bú
IEE

ÃMiZŠ„ZÖgqÝƒÏXZkh~CÙ§bÆÃc*]Æ!*g}~¥â]qÝ™äZzg¥â] 2X

ŠzuzVJ-àäÅMiZŠ~�áïƒÏXuu,ZkhÅgZ{~qb:ƒVÏXt¥â]’k,~^~Ô

i!*ã^~c*ËMĝÅ^c*ËZzg£/fg)qÝÅYÃÏX

Ô�2~Šg`hÅOMzg~ÆŠzgZy{m�ÛZøZzgf)ŠZgc*VÑÍƒVÏ®ZZkK~¼0*Èc*VÌ 3X

¬Z+ƒ$Ë�pÜsz{0*Èc*VÑÍƒVÏ�X»‡ây~f™ìZzg¢zg~ªYNÏX

ŠzuzVÅ³]Ôà]Zzg£tÐƒŠx:ƒVX Z³X

¸òsäÔZ!èEL¬)Ô¡¬)c*ZÜ¾¬)OW,ƒä»Z0+6:ƒX [X

Ô�2~èÃg{MiZŠ„ZÖgÆe~¥â]ÔìÑ]ZzgMgZYÃŠzuzVJ-%ËæZìÆà**ÔeìË
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ÌñZŠ6,FFƒVXñZŠ»)Y—Zgƒ**Ô!*ÖpŠvMiZŠ„ZÖgCÙZ‚ÏZßwÆîg6,ËgZñÔ�xÅâÎÅãCŠ6,

7gz»YYX

th:ÜsÃc*]ÆñZŠZzg�ÛZë™Š{¥â]ÃDŠêìÉQyfgZùÃÌDŠêì�TÆÂ‰

ÐtÃc*]Zzg¥â]ŠzuzVJ-vÅYNXZK̈ã£tÆÎZŅ̃ZòZ´y**)Å¥zÐMiZŠ„ZÖgÅ

J-$CÙZq-¿ÃqÝì�z{ZLìÑ]ÔZKMgZYZzgZLmZ]eìz{èZ¾¬)c*gZñ¬)ÐƒŠx

ƒVÔgÄYìZzg;YìXtMiZŠ„ZÖg»ŠzCÙZUì	àz‰Ü˜V�ÛŠÆ£tÅÂ}™@*ìz�H

ì�Ãð¿ËÅMiZŠ~6,ÃðŠµ7ÎYZzgCÙ§bÅ¥â]ÔÃc*]T»Šzu}ZÖg™,ÔJ-g‚ð»

Z½¦hg‚rìXZÖgÜsZÖpJ-özŠ7ÔZk~ä́ZÖgøwKãw»]Zzgºmgz!îGOÌ�áïìX

MiZŠ„ZÖgÆi%}~¾®ZŠgppzZá¤/z{ÌQÏ§bÆ£tZzgf)ŠZgc*Vgnp�TŠg�

ZÒe$»hìX(ÏZ£Z[Y',Z:gc*4¤‰ÜZzg(ÂxÆfg)qÝHY@*ìZzgLLZ·¾gZñóóÂ&+Z‹

pŠZÑZB»ZÃMgZYÃŠ!*ä»Zq-w/ìXZkÐÃð�Ût77,@*�t)MgZY(ZÒe$Åìc*Z¼ÅX

ZkŸ~/ge$ÃZÌqÝìYèZÒîgZñ„Ÿ»ç™Cìp/ge$ZKZÝgzb~

ÜsZÒe$Æ�á0+ZgbCÙ}»**x7)/ge$~(ZÃNÃÆ!*g}~ÌĝŠZ:gz!îGO0*c*Y@*ìX

qÑèŠÚ~Mc*ì�ZPÃgx6,ZÃMzZizVÃŠ!*Šc*Y@*ìZzgfgZùZšr~Z,NÃÃúc*V7H

Y@*XEi~CÆ=Í«äƒ]½5ëEY¯xgìÆl)~¹ì:

Although the right of freedom of expression is not in every case the ace

of trumps, it is a powerfull card to which the courts of this country must

always pay appropriate respect.  
4

Z¤/pMiZŠ„ZÖg»hCÙlóÅßg]~F,\ÆíÅw7g‚rptZq-¤!gØìX

øg}oÅ°ZpVÃec�åZk»oƒZ�Zx™,X

ZÏe~',R,hgËZL*yLLMiZŠ~ZzgçÑ{óó~˜�:�ÛŠÅMiZŠ~»Z�Zxz;Vƒ**ec˜V
5 QkÆZqwÐŠzuzVÃÃð',ZÓgZ„zZãZzg)‡uvy7(X

ZK̈ã£tz�ÛZøÆzWF,Úø~Zk',Z',~ÆãCŠ~ìwÃ‚tÑ**ec	ZK̈ã£tÆãCŠ~

eJ‘Æ¤/ŠÕìX‡ây‚iZŠZgzVÐt_cHY**e34/õ XG
J�gc*„~¸òÔ#ÔèIÐ]Z0~	ZK̈âV
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êt HRA ÆŠgxyZqÐiZzģ&ç0+Z:gzbZzgŸŠ»:Lk�ì6,å0*È~ÎNXZK̈ã£tÆZl

3391YÅŠi16QkZÖg6,0*È~¬Z+™Cì	ËÃp‚ÛŠ{™}T~**�á+i!*yZEwƒÔ	ËÆa

Â�MöƒÔTÆ!*g}~t¢ƒ�z{Ë¿c*Ë¤/z{ÆaZyÆg8-z±ÔèIc*¸òãCŠzV6,Zy

ÆaZ9wZ0ƒÇX

Ši131Ši16Å§b„êâ:÷Å°p™CìpZk~tZŸ°ZÖpMD��ËÆ!*g} /v

~Z9wZ0~»ZgZŠ{c*ËÐÜs$+{�c*ZgZŠ{Â��áï�X#©]ÆZlêt1791YÅgzÐ#°x

ÂZiyÅ§sZ&¼-Bï
EY
G
EGŠÑ**êâ:÷ŒÛZgŠc*ŠHìX

Æ_.MiZŠ„ZÖgÆ½™äÆ¿~ÂZiy',ŒÛZgǵÂF,+Z% (Burrows) Ei~CÆ',zi

ìXz{ë�:

If you don't regulate enough, unquestionably people can be hurt, If

you're too free, you can damage society, you can damage individuals.

At the other end, if you're too regulated and too restricted, the public

aren't given the information they need. It is the most difficult area in the

whole of the law to get right. There are just so many cross currents, so

many important interests in it, that to strike the correct balance that will

please everybody is virtually impossible . 
6

Z¤/M\ëwuJ-Nzw7™DÂ$¨45é GGGESßÍVÃœ)VYìZzgZ¤/M\¹ic*Š{MiZŠ~Š,Â

M\çÑ}ÃvyàMh�XM\Z�ÛZŠÃvyàMh�XŠzu~§sZ¤/¹Ï0*È-V»

DgƒVÐÂúZxÃ£/Z:¬]$4lç GO7ƒVÏXSk‡ây»t8~î O"Z0+Zi{)]g‚rì˜V

ZkÂZiy6,àYYìXZke~¹Ð#³×Y]0*ñYD�X¹ÐZë¢ŠZ]

k3ƒD�Ô9F,+ÂZiy6,)�	CÙZq-Ãpl™n$+¸îg6,**eìX

pZk»È‡t7ì�MiZŠ„ZÖgÆhÐŠSnŠZgƒYNÉSkZ%~'×h+¨gz„™äÅ

¢zg]ìXË«ÈçÑ}~MiZŠ„ZÖg**e‚¿ìYèZ,çÑ}~6ìÑ]zZ°g‡ì7ƒ

MhZzgYg~z%ÍzZ°gÅ!*ÑŠ4xZy¡‡ìǵeLìYèZ76Z°g**JwƒD�Yè6Z°gÆ‚B

„p~»¿ÌÑzqƒY@*ìZknZ(âjwaZHY@*ì�ßv!*Š�á{ÆÜsÎOJ-kH{−Zk§b
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)’*(ÅwZ(g™Y@*ìXtŸZkŠgîsƒ@*ì�ßv;Cîg6,ÝòZ(g™ Taboo tZŠZg{Zq-

fe�p}:}Z°gÅMiZŠ~»tŠgzZi{ÅÜ7,@*ìYèM!*Šc*Vz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚B(,f�Zzgz‚b

Ì(,_�Â�Y)bÌ(,_�X�Y)b»i(Ïp=VÐeƒYìX(Ïp~»',ZÓgZ„

mçÙp~ÐìZknZ°gÅMiZŠ~/g~0YCìXßvCÙz{q	QyÆ)b»:LƒCìÔQyÅ

Åg‚i~~æŠŠîìQt¿Üs‹c*Cßg]~7gLÉZ°g»gz\ŠJg@*ìZzgZLZ°gÆfg)�`

Åp~Æn�`ÃZLZ°gÐMÇ{™@*ìXZ°gzìÑ]ÅSkMiZŠ~Æ!*g}~',R,hgËë

ìÑ]Å@*iÏ 7 �þLLøg}ìÑ]ÅMiZŠ~Ð®Zzg�Å7g~Š*„aZ7ƒCÉ8jè NE»zjyÌÀ©8ìXóó

„Z°gÅMÒg~™CìZzgìÑ]Å¿~Ô,z„ÔDzŠZøZzgM’Æ‚Bï™8jèELi0+ÏÅgZ{0*D�X

‰ç5]Z,ƒD�T~Zq-özŠeä6,ZwZgÅ‡ìÅY$ËìXßÍVÃZLZ°g»ëìw

¯c*YYìX‰!*'Z+ÌƒC�	Z°gÅgzZe$Ã½™C�Ske~„ÅMiZŠ~Ð¬ZÖgÅ

MiZŠ~Å¢zg]ƒCìÍc*„ÅMiZŠ~ZÖgÅMiZŠ~Æ‚BæzoìXMiZŠ„ZÖgÆfg)�ÛŠÅZ&b»

XZzgZ½¦ûZg~»Xiƒ@*ìXZÏŸ~
#-A.è
EE
EEZ+»gezië�:

Freedom of expression is the matrix, the indispensable condition of

nearly every other form of freedom. 
8

MiZŠ„ZÖgZq-‚çìZzg½ãCÙŠzu~nÅMiZŠ~ÆnZq-**¦/k,ÑoìX

ZŠZgZzggzZc*]ÆáZi~Zq-*„~˜y‡ì™**ÑiòbzìYèZk»#¥',ZÓgZ„�`ƒ@*ìXt

çÙ@*g]gzZc*]Ã½™C�ZzgZ°gzìÑ]ÅJqÆnMâŠÏaZ™C�XMâŠÏZkn‡ìƒCì

Yèºm(Ï�YÂx~g{™)b»i7À_ZÏa6„~gDyÆaMâŠÏaZƒCìXZkkB

~ª%³(Ï].z4Æfg)çÙZzg�Y)bÃ5ƒŠbìXxZy4]SkŸ~”h+'×ZØ»

bCÙ™D�p‡âyÃuƒÂßÍVÃgZ3$4lç GOMY@*ì(Ï].z4Æfg)z{ŒÛ!**VŠï�Zzgp~

ÆpZ;VƒD�ZzggËÆ_.t»Ÿ™D�LLøg~pZxZ¤/ŠzuzVÆan{ÁZzgç**u:ƒVÂ
9 QZ7MiZŠZ:ZÖg»ñµNecXóó

�`Å„~ZzgâŠ~›zúMiZŠ„ZÖgÆ%e7X7g~ZK̈ã@*gõSkZ%ÅÍZ{ìËÌŠzg~ZK̈y

Taboos {ñlÓ�áð7g;XXXz{@*gõÆ©**ó»g-N*U$™ŠZg7ƒ@*�TÅ¹ã¡%ÍzZÜª]Ô

)’Z](ZzggzZc*]˜�É)bÆjZáÐSy™ŠZgzV»‹c*Cf‚pŠZL™ŠZgÅâÎÃ$+wŠ¶»
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”h+pZéqƒ@*ìXtZÐZŠ~ZzģòR6,@*g]jZßVÐZq-�ÛŠc*Z�ÛZŠc*Z̧Zx»@*g]%³ƒ@*ìXZk§b

Z°gZLZÖgÅ»ïMiZŠ~Æ%ZLZkW~Ô‹c*CZzg!ÅgÅËZg~Ã¿~7ÑMhXZ¤/i^:Š~

YnÂZK̈y"rZzgâ-Ï»DgƒY@*ìXZK̈yÅ�Y‚|#Z+ƒCì�z{¹²0fÅïOGZzgäg~Å

i0+Ï¬7™Y®Z}òÅ6,zZ{G%cZoÔZ#îyÔZgTÔ»gwâg¾ÔeZgzyZzg�ÛZà‰ßvaZƒYD

�XZ_^Mí6í˜�:

Everything that is really great and inspiring is created by the individual

who can labour in freedom.
01

CÙðzZ.xìZzg	lz_."ÃQ¸gCìZ¤/ð»gMiZŠ~Æ‚B!w~Ã�áVgLìX

{Ø(Ïîg6,8héOk,z{ƒCì	ZLZÖg~ËÌZ¼»›w:Š3ñc*ZyÆ̃]»ìw

gÇXz{Z+gZñ»ZÖg™}	ƒÆaeƒXptùeì�M\ZKgZñ»ZÖg™,Zzgz{ƒ

Æn‡&ÿELJwƒXZkßg‹qw~M\ÅÃðgZñ7ƒÏXZ¤/s1%ÅÃZq-MÃ¹CðìZ¤/

ZÐZŠ~îg6,tgZñŠ~YñÂtfZCXƒÇpZ½¦îg6,Z¤/Ë{my6,¼ßv¦ƒD�Â{mnÅ

gZñgppÆ!*z	ŠZyÅgZñÆ#³gZñ7Š,ÐX

Z+Î‚Ì˜Vßv(Ïîg6,Šg„gxeT�z;VZq-XtaZƒ@*ì�Î‚Ì~p~zZµ7

ƒ$ËYèñ	Š{^Åp~„Zg»ð%ZiƒD�@*�ZL$©/î EG0M¸i7™äÆ¿~¤/x	ÙÃ»™**

¢zg~ìXŒVM\»Zq-ŠZ],{ìT~gTƒñM\MiZŠ�X

(Ïˆk,Z,ZÖpÔõzgZ]ZzgZò[XÐŠzu}¤/zƒVÅ›wMiZg~ƒZ7ZEw™ä~

Zôo',-�X4+ZÜª]z{ì	Šzu}ÃÁÐÁvyàC�ZzgM\ÅgZñÌ‡ìgSìZka

ZK̈yŠz„ZzgfZC¢ŠZ]Ãu™Æ„ËÅgZñÃD¯c*YYìXZkŸ~Ó!ïGLz‰ÜÆ‡ì™Š{

ygÆ!*z	ŠQyÅ0*ÎVÆÜsMzZiZVðYCìXÕYw˜�:

XXXg;�Yf)ŠZg~ÆŸ~Ó#Ö»ÎZwÂŒVZÚ²n™Šb»°ì�Ó!ïGLz‰ÜÐ

Z%s™**c*Zk»èZtZhZ**c*QkÐZ�Zs™**zíŠ#7ìZzg:„¼Zg~X¸z{qì&ë
11 Z˜b~LLMiZŠ„ZÖgóó»**xŠï�X

MiZŠ„ZÖgŠgZÝz{ãCŠ~ZK̈ãhZzgzaì�TÆfg)ZŠ[z.y[F,¹™D�XZK̈y
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Šz„®»gÖú.$Æ–w:

"The humanist stress on complete cultural democracy and freedom of

expression. It means that artists and writers should have the widest

latitude in what they produce and say. A free literature is an absolute

essential for a free culture.
21

ZK̈yŠz„)¤/z{(pD/ge$ZzgMiZŠ~ZÖg6,åizgŠï�XZk»Èì�2gZzg

ZŠd$�	z{ð™D�c*z{¼�	ë�zWÚø»qïƒ**ecXZq-å)Y—ZgZŠ[

MiZŠpÄÆaZ•ð**¦/k,ìX

ZÏK~eZË&bZ−+Šgz÷ë�LL¾nMiZŠ„ZÖg»hÓxF,ZK̈ã£tÆ”w»ãCŠ~
31 u*ìZzgZŠ[MiZŠ„ZÖgÆãCŠ~ZK̈ãh»!íW,zaìXóó

Z¤/ÓxßvSZq-¿ÆZq-gZñƒVZzgÜsZq-¿Šzu~gZñg‚rƒÂSkßg]~z{ÓxßvÌ

ZkZq-¿Æ/ƒi!*yÈ™ä~ZkŠg',açLhƒVÐTŠg�z{Zq-¿ÆoŠg]ZyÓxßÍVÆ

{ñl™ä~ƒ@*XËgZñÃgz1~	ºmyZ!ƒCìz{t�ZkÐ®ÿ NµâqZK̈y»vyƒ@*ìpZ{z{

ñ	Š{±ƒc*MäzZàhƒVZk~Qy»vyÌì	gZñ9ìÂz{ZKtÅo™äÆñµÐøzx

gT�XZ¤/ßìÂz{¡ÆzZãF,ÇÐsZzgtÆ£ŠxÐaZƒ@*ìÔ;BŠðä̂�Zzgt½ãZÏ

ŠgœjìXTgZñÆƒUgzÆYäÅÃÒÅYg„ìz{¹eì�9ƒSÏ~µ7�	ßv

ZÐgz)eT�z{ZkÅ¡Æa„qƒD�pz{¼)æ5+k,7�XZ¹tÃðh7�z{Ë

X»ê™,ZzgŠzu}ßÍVÃSkÆ0ZÖ§gZñ»h:Š,X

(,}(,}ÇZèysvc*z{ßv	p�áæÆ¬Š~ƒD�XZ¹½ãÓxç5]~ZKgZñ6,Z(

„ZOŠ́ƒ@*ìp	ßvZyÐ4qª~�ZzgÎZKMgZ6,czuÆGg»ñµMìZzgT

z‰ÜZyÅtU*"$ƒYCìz{ZÐtÌ™fe�Xz{Skn»ZOŠ́ZKÜsQyMgZÆ0gnp�X

~ZyÆ¤/Šz7ÆßvZyÆ6.3ð XEZƒVXYyZ:g^$ÿ LóôÆ!*g}~˜�:

óôÅÓxx]»ÅïEL][ZyP/V~ìXz{¹™@*å�)®)Zq-�ÛâÈZÞìZzg

t0*õnÆ©]6,‡ììXqÁzg¬c*Ô3+gz�Ûi0+Ôiyz{z0+Ô',ZŠgzZ#gXZy~qÁÔ3+gÔ{z0+
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Zzg',ZŠg»hìZ%ZZzgg¬c*Ô�Ûi0+ÔiyZzg',ZŠg»�ÛnìZ¤®)X¬Š¶zZßVÃec�z{hZzg

Z»sÐ»xBZzgZÏ§bZ¤®)™äzZßV6,Ì�Ûnì�z{hZzgZ»sÃÅpgOXŠz2V
41 ~)zc*:©]ƒäeÂ	hZzgn6,‡ìƒVX

§‹ZK̈ãÆZ¾ZnÆaæ¢Å¢zg]ìz{ñ	ŠìX…ZLZqwzZdwÆnZKgZñÃ

9â':ÜsY,̂ìÉ¢zg~ìZzgZ#ëMŠñVÃZ+MgZÅZ�á®)ÐgzÈ�Îë)®)Æa

µB�ÂÌë¼ZkÐic*Š{�Ûn7™DXYyZ:g^$ÿ LÆ–w:

ZKgZñÃgŠ™äzZÑßU*"$™äÅ7g~MiZŠ~Šb„ÂZq-Z+ÑoìTÐë¿ÅOîg

6,ZÐ9t™Mh�ZzgZkÆ´z{ÃðŠzu~ßg]7ìTÅ¯Y6,ÃðZK̈ã=zûgpp
51 zZÑZKgZñÆ9ƒä»ÃðëwZEy™nX

Z#ëgZñÅ@*gõc*ZK̈ãi0+ÏÅ¬xqª6,¨g™D�Âøg~™~t7M@*�ZyÅqªÜÌì

ZkÐ$+F,YV7ì?tÂ¢ì�tûZK̈yÅ¡~¸]»³7ìYV�ËZq-çn~	!*Ç$+¸

7ìÔ'â}Z¾mZ,�	Zk6,pŠlŠê™äÆ‡.Þ7ÉÜsZq-ƒ@*ì	Zk‡.Þƒ@*ìZzgZk

Î,¿Å‡/ÌZŸ°ƒCìX

ZkZ%ÐtM‚tM@*ì�ZÐZŠ~wZ½¦wÐic*Š{Zë£xgBbìpZq-ÎÆ£«
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