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Analytical Study of Edward Said's Critical Concepts 

 with Reference to Islam, West and Western Media

Edward W. Said is one of the great critics who presented the real and

clear picture of western especially American media's attitude towards

Islam. He admits that western knowledge about Islam is not based on

reality. Media presents Muslims and Arabs as oil suppliers or terrorists. It

has already decided what should west know about Islam and what should

not. Islam and the Muslims as faith community have been stereotyped

uncivilized and uncultured. He believes that if media reports about the

west and America in the same way as it present Islam, no one can bear it.

These reports and programmes are not only for common people but also

for governments and political persons and parties to make and develop

their policies. This article is an analytical study of Edward W. Said's views

about Islam, West and Western Media.                                   

_______________________

Zi+zgeG5391Y~šMZYk~aZƒñXZy»m¦ÆZq-|ðyZäÐåX¦»Úiq

Ñzq4ð XNZÂZyÆzZ−ZL{0+ZyÆ‚B‡CÙ{vƒ‰XZi+zgeäZKZ’Zð½šMZYkZzg‡CÙ{~²Zd

½Z%M~qÝÅXz{Ec*guÅÃ¼-Eg;~6,zWÆ�ÛZøZ�xŠ¶Æ‚B‚B"ÑgZ%O

-Eg-V~¶y6,zWÆîg6,Ì¼ŠïgìXz{-g\óZ¨Zzgæ¾z«Æ¼ŠZ¶gzV~˜

¸XZ,Väâgc*„ÆªxZzgZuZL~/VÆa',Z',~Æ£t6,izgŠc*X

Z,Vä9691Y~¦ÆjZáÐª*y–T~/V»½7gŠÃqHŠHXZi+zgeä!*K
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ÃKX»Š*ÅZi!*âV~F,À4ð XNZXf!SuéMMZ%Ozc*ÆZsxZzg›âVÆÜsJgzbÃ

@*gõópÄZzgCÙjZáÐßŒÛZgŠïƒñZi+zgeäZkZ%»Z‹ZsHì�zc*ÆZktgzbäúZxÆ

f~V~ZsxZzg›âVÅt¦k,QY¤/ÅìXZ,Vä›âVZzgZsxÆÜsf[ÅI¾Wö~ó:

psƒäzZàÎaZzg�~Š#»f™™DƒñZk|»Z‹ZsHì�f[Æ4,Šq-Zsx;ðâZzg

Šc¤/Š~»ŠzuZ**xìXZÏ§bŠ*½Æ›âVÆf~V~t!*]y™̂ì�f[ZzgSuéMM|ð

¸'ZsxÆÜsîskBÅµ/È~™g„�Xf[Zzg›âVÅZÏÎaäŠzâVÅŠ#Ã

�Z™Šc*ìXZ,~CÙf~ÅgÆf‚~tÎZwZ½@*ì�ZuZLäÌÂ›´̧V6,ïHìZzg¼²[

›´̧VÃZLo~i',Š4�áïÌHìXQf!¸'ZÐZk!*]ÅwZYV7Št?Wy›˜´Zzg

›úZx„YV›g]Zzg)áZiyzX:Yg¢A»¶K:‘W�XW`ßg‹qwZâyZ[ƒ_ì�f[

SuéMMZ%ÃVÅZÒe$ZsxÃYŠ»ŠzuZ**x9ìX

Zi+zgeÅgZñ~f!®+äætóæ¾z«Zzg›âVÅ�'V»_·{Å{5éGMM(Ï£œÆ&4øFG
I
L

ÃHìXz{qì:

"I doubt that it is controversial, for example,to say that an Englishman in

India or Egypt in the later nineteenth century took an interest in those

countries which was never far from their status in his mind as British

Colonies.To say this may seem quite different from saying that all

academic knowledge about India and Egypt is somehow tinged and

impressed with,violated by ,the gross political fact."
1

ætÐ0f[ÆDÆjZáÐZi+zgeGš@*ïHì�tD›ë6,FF7ìÉ¬Ð‡ì

”{ZkÃbÆjZáÐì�æ¹çÑ}f!çÑzVÐ„ŠZzgãCŠ~îg6,Zq-Šzu}ÐXR

�XZÏÃbäætÃf[Æa)v[¯Šc*ìXætÃf!�d$Æ£«~tjZáÐ7

HŠHìXZi+zgeä¤‰ÜZzgDÆâÎm6,Á™cÅìZzgæ¾z«óZ�ÛiZzgZ¨Å@*gõZzg�d$Æ

jZáÐf!gz-V»½7g‹tHìXz{zZã™@*ì�f!zc*›âVZzg²1VÃ%að™äzZáZzg

Šc¤/ŠzVÆîg6,7™@*ìZzgZyÅi0+ÏZzg_.!*]ÆjZáÐ¹Á¥â]�ÛZëÅYC�XZsòŠ*
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Islam Through Western Ð0özŠZzgZÆÐŠzg{Æ7KYD�XZi+zgeGZL*y

~qì: Eyes

"Very little of the detail, the human density,the passion of Arab-Moslem

life has entered the awareness of even those people whose profession

it is to report the Arab World."2

Zi+zgef!zc*Æ™ŠZg6,š/~W™@*ì�f!zc*„Zkq»ç™@*ì�HsìZzgHÑ^Zzgt�

zc*ä.e$özŠZ0+Zi~ZkZ%»ç™g3ì�ZsxÆ!*g}~f[ÃHY'ecZzgH7Xtzc*ZsxÃ

pZ&Æs[óO6,ḾÅwZóè<ØÆÜsÃ°äÆ)d¿óÑZ[Zzg�ñ6,0*È~Zzg�áŠ~ÐIZzg

ˆÆÒç5]ÆZÖg6,0*È~ÆjZáÐ7™@*ìXZqc*óayZzĝÃ”]Ió0*Îyó:Š~²[Zzg

ÎeZyÃ:â0+{f†ZzgßÃ~ó¦óòZzgZ&+zkÃ¬@Úi¬]»:L“WZzgF,ÅZzgZk,ZyÃZ•ðç**u

Zsò˜´Æîg6,7HY@*ìXZi+zgeä¶K0+„Åì�f!zc*7eL�úZxÃè−�Zsx~%ŠZzg

úg]',Z',�XZsx̀ZìZzgZyÅz�;]ÆD+ZguÆe~¹JìXtDZzg4~»è<Øì�ZK̈y

ÅZÜ¹F,šM6,izgŠêìZzg¸ðeg}ZzgZ�Š‰¢o�RZßßVÅ½ŠêìXçÑCîg6,Zsx°wZzg

Z»s»ŠgkŠêìZzggzqãîg6,Zq-åiè<ØìXz{Hì�f!zc*WiZŠ„ìÑ]ó/ge$ZzgF,¹Æ

**x6,ZsxÆÜsÑN*6,Z"Z™g;ìXZkÆf‚6,LLãCŠ6,4óó»„ì1z{t7Y}�ãCŠ6,4»ZsxÅ

Ú|áó·Še$Zzgyz#ÖÐic*Š{�ZmìXZi+zgeqì:

"Thus one thing about "terrorism" is the imbalance in its perception,and

the imbalance in its perpetration.One could mention ,for example, that

in every instance when Israeli hostages were used to try to gain the

release of Palestinians held in Israeli jails,it was always the Israeli

forces who offered fire first, knowingly causing a bloodbath.But even to

cite figures and make explanations is not enough-for the record of

hostility between Jew and Arab, between Palestinians and Zionist

Jews,between Palestinians and the rest of mankind(or so it would
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seem) between Jews and the West, is a chilling one."3  

Zi+zgeGäZuZLZzgZ%MÆZgZŠzVZzgµ1VÅ¶K0+„Æ‚B‚BtÎZwÌZVc*ì�²[

˜´/VÆjZáÐH™gì�?¦ÆjZáÐZy»Zq-ZzgÎZw¹ZÌ»qïì�·Š~

ZzgZ%O/VÆ!*g}~HÎaZzg™gì�ZzgÁZÜ¹Zzg(Ï£gZ]Æ�/VÐt»Ÿ

HY@*ì�z{ZL¸ò•ÐŠSnŠZgƒYNZzgZKi}ZzgZK̈ã£tÃ�ÛZñl™Š,X¦ÆjZáÐt

Óx)b.e$ë{�ZzgZyÆ:©~(,~¤‰ÜÅ(„�áïìX́‡ð×zVZzgÃc*C)b»Åg

„ŠgZÝâ’q-ÅãCŠìXZi+zgeÆ–w:

"According to the most precise calculation get made,approximately

780,000 Arab Palastinians were disapossessed and displaced in 1948 in

order to facilitate the reconstruction and rebuilding of Palestine.These

are the  Palestinian refugees who now number well over two million. "
4

Zi+zgeäf!zc*ÆÅg~îg6,Zsx~ãCŠ6,4Æ¦gÆ�ÛzrÅ»zØVÃ”h+W»¶K:¯c*ìXZk

»Iì�Zk§¿̄ÆË~f[Æf‚~Zsx»¦gözŠƒŠHìZzg›âVÆZZyóZsxÆ!*ãZzg

ZsxZzg›âVÆ0Zq-tÎaaZƒ̂ìXZsxÆjZáÐŸŠó?0+Ïóg‡I~ZzgŠc¤/Š~Å

Z˜q]ÅƒZgZkaÅYCì�@*�túZxÆf~VÐ":ƒÃXTnÅ!*'Š*ÆËZzgè<ØópÄ

c*úZxÆ!*g}~7ÅY'óf!zc*ZsxÃš@*ïZy»¶K:¯@*ìXZsxÆ0t§¯¿.e$)f)

ŠZgZ:÷ìXZi+zgeóf!**Š+ÅÁdÅ¶K0+„™DƒñHì�z{ZKÁdÃÖäÆaZsxZzgZk

ÆZ0+gñ�ŠDzÕÃFgf†»�áÄ:¯Æ7™D�Xf[ÅÃ~ZsxZzgãCŠ6,4CÙZkqÆ

',Z',ìTÐf[ÃZÏ§b£¨™**ì‰uŠkBÆZc*x~Ý4,xÐHŠHåXZi+zgeäf!zc*Å¼

ÃZ+zZu,ŒÛZgŠc*ìTäZKÂ[LLZsò (John Esposito) àÆ£«~6,zWYyZ3iW

~ëwZzgæÜZ0+Zi~f[ÆZkÃbÃ  The Islamic Threat:Myth or Reality ç{:ìàc*Çóó

 !*ëU*"$Hì�ZsxZq-ç{ìX

ZkÅgZñ~f!zc*Zk|ÃÃZ0+Zi™@*ì�Zsò¤/z7VÅZÒe$Z%MÅZ�Š~c*ZkÆi%çGL

ñªìZzgt�Z%M:Š~²[óZ&+zkó5Õîó0*Îyó^ó%Z¿óZgŠyZzgF,ÅÅXÓáVÅZ´6×e$
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™g;ìz{ZL˜´ÆúZxÐÏƒð�ZzgxZy¡Z¼~ì�›Z¤}6,¿ÆOñZK’Æ

aZ%MÅu6,4qÝ™ä6,6gìXZ%MÅZÏæZìÆ!*)̄Zy˜´~je$IuZVgì

�XÃðt7Îø�LLZsxZq-ç{ìóóÅƒZgÐ›âVÅXŠwWiZg~ƒÏZzgZkƒZgÐCÙ›yt

@*W,áÇ�ZkÆZZyópÄZzg›úZxÃç**uŒÛZgŠ}™Zk»mÌzZãîg6,Šc¤/Š~óãCŠ6,4ZzgŸŠ

Æ‚B�hZŠHìX

Zi+zgeä¶K0+„Åì�ZuZLÆqòLLZsxZq-ç{ìóóÆ@*W,ÃZkaöÆ‚B;gì�

@*�Z%OZzg-g8!*°}ZuZLÃ¤xZzg›âVÃªÝYyBXZsxÃç{ŒÛZgŠ¶»Ñ²1VÆf~V

ÐZk!*]ÃŠ®Ñ**Ìì�ZuZLZzgZ%MZsxŠ#~H™gì�XZ4Šz˜´äÔ̂ZgŠyÔ�áxÔrÔ

ßâDZzg²Zt‰›˜´6,�g~ZzgiF̂çK�ZzgZuZLÂZkz‰ÜÌeg²[›˜´Æ´̧V6,

‡*ìZzgZ%MZ̧Zx�{~ZuZLÆZk¯YŒÅWî×e$™@*ìX

Zy›ëÅgzÝ~z{›âV6,ZkZ²ZxÃ"ãCŠŒÛZgŠêì�›yf[ÅLL].h+e$óóÐ',ë�X

Zi+zge»Iì�›âVÃZy¤!VÐDe$ì�ZuZLZzgZ%MÅ§bWiZŠ/ge$ƒäÅŠúh+Zg�1

$zgzVÆ‚BZy»|u/g~ZŠZgÆo°ZzgfZC¢ŠZzg$6,FFƒ@*ìXz{0Hì�Z¤/²Zt›o:

ƒ@*ZzgZkä%ÅŠzªÐâÑâwZq-Z,o6,ï:Hƒ@*TÆf{],Z%MÆaôp�ÂZk6,L

ú:ƒ@*ÉT§bZ%Mäf!)g}ZzgÍÑyÅNh-V6,ZuZ¢ŒZzgæ¹šMZYkÆZ‡xÃ

ÃZ0+ZiHì!*Çz,„²Z¹çÃÌÃZ0+Zi™Šc*Y@*Xz{qì:

"Neverthless I believe that even if we donot blame everything that is

unhealthy about the Islamic world on the west,we must be able to see

the connection between what the west has been saying about Islam

and West,reactively,various Muslim socities have done."5      

Zi+zgeGÆ4,Šq-ZsòçÑ}ÆjZáÐZˆµ²~ó—WiZŠ~Å°xñ�ŠÏóZ•I~ZzgãCŠ

6,4ÆÃc*]Å)Ç¦k,ÉäZsxZzg›âVÃf[Æ4,Šq-**Ih+{ZzgSQq¯Šc*ì²|tì

�f[äåZsxÃZL¢ŠZ]ÆaZEwHìXZ%Ozc*Æ4,Šq-ZsxZzg²[Zq-�ZzgZy6,

zMzMÐçKYMh�XZsxÐ0f!zc*Æt6,eg»³tì�Z¤/W`Z%O-Eg-V
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c*»œV~i%çGL½Z%O¥Ðt7YYñ�›£ë�ÂZyƒ».�Z[¸ƒÇ�ÈztØZ@*óŠZhS

zZÑïŠc¤/ŠTÅi0+Ï»ÑZLxŠÔZ%MÃn{™**ìóZÐ›yë�Xf!zc*ä˜ŠÆ

jZáÐZ+"Ñg̀¯ð�X»Z0+ZîoìZzgX~tCc*ŠHì�Š*½~›yŠc¤/Š¹V¹V

“ƒñ�XZ+IV»ÑZ%M~˜ŠÆpsÃZ¸g**ZzgZÐZL¢ŠÆaZEw™**ìX(,}eä

6,Z+_̀»gƒg„�X»Ñ›âVÃZK̈+MÅRÐ¤/ZƒZ-yU*"$™**Zzgf[ZzgSuéMMZ%MÃ

Zã̀P]qZzgi',Š„‹zÆgz\~7™**ì�Zy›âVÃW‚ãÐO™YìX²[Zzg›Šc¤/Š

ÃZ,zÞÆgz\~7HY@*ìTÅÖZgW\V~Z%ÃVÃO™äÅpZéèìXZ+IV~

Óx›âVÃšZqÐiÑZ0Zzg{ŠŒÛZgŠ¶Æ‚B‚BzZZ#ZÅ©5ÿ
GG

IZc*Y@*ìX

Zi+zge�°ZixÅŠúh+Zg¤!V6,a^™@*ì�ZyÅ].h+e$Zzg�°Zix¡Š3zZìTÆ6,Š}~z{

ZsxÃ²U*"$™äÅèIkB±DƒñZKÑdZzgßÒã6,|�Xf[~ZsxÆjZáÐæÜZzg

ÇìÑ]¹ÁÃWD�YèâgLZq-Z,ZsxÃ7™Cì�×zgZzgŠzuzVÆaç{ìZzg

‚iØVÆ–g}VYwg;ìXZsxÅZ+¦k,É~âŠ~ÃZ+}Æ‚B‚BÌãªÌaZÅYCì

�¯heÆaÌÅY$ËìZzg)±',ZðÆÜs_.!*]Ã¿»**ÌZk»ÑƒYìXZi+zgeGä

ÃZq- Islam:The view from the edge ÅÂ[LLZsx:Zq-)g}ÐY,̂{óó (Richard Bulliet) gle&Ò3ï EGH

)©àó%Zzg4+Â[ŒÛZgŠc*ìT~Zsx»)Y—ZgZ:Y,̂{1ŠHì1Z¹Z\kì�Z+CÙÂ[Æ

£«~"ÑgÂÁZzgp}‚tWYD��ZsxZzgŠc¤/Š~ÃZq-Šzu}Æ‚B�hŠï�X

Zkä',**geCõÃZsxÆÜspDkB~ƒÐic*Š{u¤/x,ŒÛZgŠc*ìT»ÑgZy',¤â~

à:~ƒ@*ì�ZsxÃ|áZzgZKWiZŠZ:gzlÆÜsç{B�XCõäZK’k,zV~Zk!*]6,

¹izgŠc*ì�ZsxZk¥xóââkZzg‡&ÿELJwŠ*»z„7ìT~z{gLìXz{tŠ?7™@*ì�

›yaèf[Ðm7gnpZkaz{Ziƒ„7MhXZi+zgeÆ4,Šq-CõZLZkìwÆ‚BZk

',~§bô4ð XNZì�ZÐ¼Zzg¿ð„7ŠêXZi+zget™@*ì�f[~Zsòç}ÃTuJ-(,JmJ

™7HYg;ìóç{ZÚ7ì@*ë›âVÐZsxÆ**x6,�ZÖÅYg„�Zy~Zsx»**xZEw

™ÆZ%MZuZLZ�ŠÆÜs'×ZØÃ¿»c*ŠHì1Zy»ggzZÇV»QtZW,t4ð XNZì�Zð‡ì™äÅÃ@V

„Ð»g~¢[@ìXZsòŠ*ÆZ0+gzãœgÅñ�ŠÏ~ZsxÐËç}ÅÃðRö„

7XZ¤/pŠ¿çZsxÐç}Å´#Ö�ÂQtÃðç{7ìYèZ,VäZuZLóZ%MZzg›Š*~
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ZyÅ™ÓáVÆ;B¢o™äÆÎZZzgÃð»x7HXZsxÅ¦k,ÃT*”{Z0+Zi~7HŠHìZzg

ZkÆ0ÎßxVaZ™Š~ˆ�ZkÆ!*)̄f[~:ÂZkè<ØÃKZzg:ŠÚZzg:„GgÅ

pZé!*¹g„ìXZsxÆ0Zy¦S!*'™äzZáßvZ**h~ZzgÏÐ¬g~¸ZkÆ!*z�Šf[

~�ßvz̧VÐŠpgnp�f!zc*Z¹ŒäÆaŠc¤/Š~Åz̧VÃ›âVZzg)].Å

¦k,zVÆ‚BZ,�h™7™@*ì�ZsxŠ#ZzgÑdÄYg„ìX

Z%O8zn,yÆûzVÆjZáÐZi+zgeHì�Z%M~8zn,yÆÓx(,}–+Zk!*]6,

izgŠï��›yZkoÐÐ]™D�ZzgZ#tW�á²Z:Z0+ZiZ(g™gìÂz{ë��dZâV»

hwZq-îÃyÅ§bu!z�áŠZ[´̧VÅ§s(,|g;ìXQZ(…Š3c*Y@*ì�ZvZºÆÈ}Î@*ìZk

Æ‚B„tÒyHY@*ì�…ÆZ(ì»ÑZ%MÐÐ]»ZÖgìXZ#Zk,ZyZzgÛ»f™ƒ@*ìÂ

‚B„¦k,~Z,â�ZyŠ3ñYD��â?™DZzgpŠÃùgìƒD�XZkÆ¯gùMMˆZ(6,z¤/Zx7

HY@*ìT~Z%OjßVÆ¡qaŠ3ñYD��:Â6,Š{™D�Zzg:„BÃ!™D�Zzg

Zy~Ãðñß~Ì7MX

ætZzgZsxÐ0Z%Ozc*Åg7gãÅ{ñVÆjZáÐZi+zge»‹tì�Z¤/ZÏ§i6,f!

-g\Åg7g&45ë HEEYÅYñÂZÐÃð',ŠZ“7™YXZ¶g~ô°Y…��8zn,yÆúÒ}CÙgziZ+

¹*V7™Mh��ŠzuzVÃZK§sáz™,XOçz{‡gMÃZKY+$áz™äÆ§jÎ!�X

¸“Z¹ÇÃgóZzg9g7gãÐ™zg™ŠîìX8zn,yÆ6,z¤/ZxÜsZyßÍVÆa7ƒD�

¸,ú7eT�ÉÓáVÆaÌƒD�Zzg(ÏòVÆaÌXZÏZˆkäZ%MÆg7gR,zVÃ

özŠZzg¿Z0+Zi~ÎW6,6gHìXZºn-g\ZzgZ%M~úZxÆaZsxZq-**pÎZģìTÆ0

zc*óÓ#ÖZzgâCÙ+ƒÅ.gZñ¸ì�Zsxf[Zzgf!�d$Æaç{ìXZsx»t¦gf[

~ic*Š{7HŠHìZzgz;VTZsxÅ!*]ÅYCìz{ZsxÅÇ^zßg]7ìXZsx6,Ãð¤{ZŠ!

Â[�áùƒCìÂZk6,PZq-û}Z,Z¶gZ]~�áùƒD�XÅuÃøözŠƒCìXZkÆˆ

Â[¸T$ƒYCìXstì�ZsòpÄÃÅg~îg6,)ñizV¯ä»³tì�**Š+äic*Š{�Zð

~Y,̂{heÆOñZÏgzZî»xÃYg~g3�¬Ðƒg;åZzgzc*äZsxZzg›âVÆ»gIâVÅ

Z�á®)Ã„ZsxÙÏ™1X
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Zi+zgeGäZsxÆjZáÐf[Zzgf!zc*Æ÷:Z0+Z¯„z¿ÃT|Zzg̀P]Æ‚B

W»¶K:¯c*ìZkäZ¤/pZi+zgeÃf[~Zq-pÐi·,¯Šc*ZzgZÐHz!ûzVZzg"YW»

‚o™**7,Z1dzZŠ!Š*~Zi+zgeÃZq-Šc*-$ŠZgó"!*uZzghÍ'Zzg**ŠÅwÐåc*Šg3Yñ

ÇÔTÅ’k,zVÆNg_¬ÐZsxÆjZáÐf[Zzgf!zc*Æ÷:§¯¿ZzgZkÆø»]

.e$zŸs#Æ‚B‚tWD�X

jjjjZZZZ!!!!YYYY]]]]
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