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Analytical Study of Edward Said's Critical Concepts
with Reference to Islam, West and Western Media

Edward W. Said is one of the great critics who presented the real and
clear picture of western especially American media's attitude towards
Islam. He admits that western knowledge about Islam is not based on
reality. Media presents Muslims and Arabs as oil suppliers or terrorists. It
has already decided what should west know about Islam and what should
not. Islam and the Muslims as faith community have been stereotyped
uncivilized and uncultured. He believes that if media reports about the
west and America in the same way as it present Islam, no one can bear it.
These reports and programmes are not only for common people but also
for governments and political persons and parties to make and develop
their policies. This article is an analytical study of Edward W. Said's views
about Islam, West and Western Media.
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"l doubt that it is controversial, for example,to say that an Englishman in

India or Egypt in the later nineteenth century took an interest in those

countries which was never far from their status in his mind as British

Colonies.To say this may seem quite different from saying that all

academic knowledge about India and Egypt is somehow tinged and

impressed with,violated by ,the gross political fact."'
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"Very little of the detail, the human density,the passion of Arab-Moslem

life has entered the awareness of even those people whose profession

it is to report the Arab World.""
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"Thus one thing about "terrorism” is the imbalance in its perception,and

the imbalance in its perpetration.One could mention ,for example, that

in every instance when lIsraeli hostages were used to try to gain the

release of Palestinians held in Israeli jails,it was always the Israeli

forces who offered fire first, knowingly causing a bloodbath.But even to

cite figures and make explanations is not enough-for the record of

hostility between Jew and Arab, between Palestinians and Zionist

Jews,between Palestinians and the rest of mankind(or so it would
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seem) between Jews and the West, is a chilling one."”
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"According to the most precise calculation get made,approximately

780,000 Arab Palastinians were disapossessed and displaced in 1948 in

order to facilitate the reconstruction and rebuilding of Palestine.These

are the Palestinian refugees who now number well over two miIIion."rV
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"Neverthless | believe that even if we donot blame everything that is

unhealthy about the Islamic world on the west,we must be able to see

the connection between what the west has been saying about Islam

and West,reactively,various Muslim socities have done."®
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