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Allama Iqbal and today's Arab Spring

This essay is based on a critical appreciation of Allama Muhammad Iqbal's

inspirational role in today's Arab Spring. An attempt has been made to explore

the impact of Iqbal's poetry and prose on contemporary Arab youth. I have taken

into consideration studies of Iqbal's art and thought by Arab scholars. During

this process I have concluded that these studies together with translations of

Iqbal's poetry are a constant source of inspiration for the Arab world today.
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"To the Brotherhood, Islam requires democracy, free markets and tolerance of

religious minorities...The Islamic reference point regulates life in its entirety,

politically, economically and socially; we don't have this separation between

religion and govertnment." 

ZÏWÆŠzgZyQrVäZsxÆÂÄ(„6,'×h+gzÝeZàì:

"The Brotherhood believed that Islam's concept of shura, or consultation, meant

representative democracy. He said the group supported the right of those with

more secular vision to compete in free and fair elections. If differences arose

over how to apply Islamic teachings to public life, then society should rely on

democratic methods to settle any disputes."
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"This article on Muhammad Iqbal indicates al-Buti's source of inspiration for his

quest for spiritual change. Written around 1960 for young Arab-Muslim students

who were studying Islam and Shari'ah at Syrian universities, it was part of an
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initiative to introduce Iqbal's thought to a wider Arab readership in the period

after the Second World War. Its style is that of a eulogy composed by a novice

for his spiritual master: it portrays Iqbal as a guide whose views and

perspectives carry great authority. It vividly reflects the tremendous influence

Iqbal exercised over young Muslim intellectuals such as al-Buti, who regarded

Iqbal's poetry as a source of hope and comfort at a time of profound intellectual

crisis in the Muslim world."
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"Last night, I stayed Up with Dr. Muhammad Iqbal...and accompanied him on a

long journey around the world. I stood listening to his grief in the Cordova

Mosque.... I humbled myself along with him as he let out his grief and sorrow

atop the mountains of the Punjab, his heart rent as he gave sincere counsel to the

Arab nation....I followed him as he escaped to spring's luxuriant trees, drinking

intoxicants from the palms of their hands and watering them with cups of his

philosophy and feelings drawn from his heart....Then I accompanied him as he

moved in the direction of the Hijaz, his longing scattering the sand of the path

about and he himself imploring the caravan guide to slow down in his march

and have pity on his fast-beating heart__all this as there welled up, inside him,

profound feelings of love, the lyre of his poetry causing the countenance of the

desert to rock and sway.
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When I left his company, his poetry had affected me so deeply as no other poetry

had ever had. I found the live coal of his love in my heart as I felt the pain of his

grief in my throat. I came to believe that this was the poet in whose poetry one

would find the pleasant odor of his burning heart. I came to believe that this was

the  poet whose poetry deserved to be celebrated and venerated since his poetry

was a message (risalah), his love was faith (iman), and his feelings were a

spiritual awakening (intifadah rubiyyah)__these three traits making him out to to

be the renewer (mujaddid) of the world in which he lived.
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So, O youth, who search for love in the mire, O you who search for intoxication

in Europe's wine, and O you who seek poetry and literature at the feet of

women...O Arab and Muslim youth, come and learn the sublimity of love and

passion from Iqbal's heart. Come and drink wine from the sacred spring from

which Iqbal drank. Come and study poetry and literature in the school of Iqbal,

the school of your glory at whose ruins stands sobbing a non-Arab from India,

while you are dancing to the tunes of the lyre arising from the brothels of

Europe!
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The most unpredictable variable in the race is his leading challenger, Abdel

Moneim Aboul Fotouh, a former leader of the Muslim Brotherhood whose

inconoclastic campaign is now attracting the support not only of young Islamists

but also of a growing number of liberals, like Rabab el-Mahdi. "I felt Egypt

needs to hear the core ideas of the left, but through an Islamist voice so it does

not sound so alien," said Ms. Mahdi, 37, a Marxist and feminist who taught

political science at yale before joining the campaign."
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"The Arab Spring is widely presented as a regional, youth-led revolution on

behalf of liberal democratic principles. Yet Libya is not ruled by such forces; it

hardly continues as a state. Nor is Egypt, whose electoral majority is

overwhelmingly Islamist; nor do democrats seem to predominate in the Syrian

opposition."
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"U.S. policy will, in the end, also be judged by whether what emerges from the

Arab Spring improves the reformed states' responsibility toward the

international order and humane institutions."
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"!!*ÑZ½k»Zôm,~QŠg`fsì: )1(

"Experience has made it abundantly clear that the political integrity of the peoples of

the Near East lies in the immediate reunion of the Turks and the Arabs......The Arabs,

who religious consciousness gave birth to Islam (which united the various races of Asia

with remarkable success), must never forget the consequences arising out of their

deserting the Turks in their hour of trial.

Secondly the Arab people must further remember that they cannot afford to rely on the

advice of those Arab kings who are not in a position to arrive at an independent

judgment in the matter of Palestine with an independent conscience. Whatever they

decide they should decide on their own initiative after a full understanding of the

problem before them." (Syed Abdul Wahid (Editor), Thoughts & Reflections of Iqbal,

Lahore, May 1964, p.371)

g‚!âegyg--)®(~H]�ZCÙ́1zÆQVñƒñPÎZÑ]6,ZÖ§ìw™Dz‰Ü´)ZDw

ä›ysvÃ›âVÆizZw»ƒÐ(,Z:LŒÛZgŠïz‰Ü–å:

"The gaze of Muslim kings was solely fixed on their own dynastic interests and so long

as these were protected, they did not hesitate to sell their countries to the highest

bidder."(Opcit: p.279)

)2(LLZDwøgZóóÔMyÔ1102YÔ,]101@*231X

Democracy, his way, for influential Egyptian )3(gzi**)ZÚD‹®R,&43ð GEGy!*"$31âga2102YÔ

Youngstown State University, USA Ô¢3Ô	2Ô™1Ô3002YÔ Iqbal -Namah )4(

)5(ZsÔm5

)6(ZsÔm5

)7(ZsÔm6

)8(ZÚD‹®R,&43ð GEGy!*"$51âga2102Y

01(ZsÔ!*"$2XZ6,s2102Y - )9
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YNEG¤/Zk61XZÆ',7291YÃZq-7ÅøLIX̀ð{0+Zy~aZƒñ¸XQyÅ�á²~»ªù·6591Y~�áù )11(

ÅZ�á®)u)&U*"$ 'The Tin Drum' ƒZåXªegZ)7591Y~nHŠHåX9591Y~QyÆ**zw

ƒð¶Xz{Zq-**ñg�ógÔ�á²ÔšógÔ"ìENGF,ZlZzg!{ðOgÌ
X9991Y~Q7â.ÞZÅxÐâZiZŠH

™Ð~�áùƒñ¸XZ½‚] Gulf News åXQyÅi%æGLÃÄÆŠz¿Z½k9XZ6,s2102YÆgzi**)

Šg`fs
:

Excerpts from poem

"What must be said"

it's the alleged right to a first strike

that could destroy an Iranian people

subjugated by a loudmouth

and gathered in organised rallies,

because an atom bomb may be being

developed within his arc of power.

Yet why do I hesitate to name

that other land in which

for years-although kept sacret -

a growing nuclear power has existed

beyond supervision or verification,

subject to no inspection of any kind?

This general silence on the facts,

before which my own silence has bowed, 

seems to me a troubling lie, and compels

me toward a likely punishment to moment it's flouted:

the verdict "Anti-semitism" falls easily.

........

But why have kept silent till now?

Because I thought my own origins,

991



Tarnished by a stain that can never be removed,

meant I could not expect Israel, a land

to which I am, and always will be, attached,

to accept this open declaration of the truth.

Gunter Grass

Translated by Breon Mitchell

Source: http://www.guardian. co. uk/

X¤gtZäZC*yŠg`fsTg6,»Hì: Counterpunch )21(gzi**)e~N*ZÑƒg!*"$21XZ6,s2102YÔfZ!

"German citizens should ponder the following: it was not the Palestinians who were

responsible for the murder of millions of Jews during and Second World War. Yet they,

the Palestinians, have become the indirect victims of the Judeocide. Those to whom evil

is done, do evil in return to others. So why no sympathy for the Palestinians? "
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