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Dr. Gulam Abbas Gondal
Lecture, Department of Urdu
University of Sargodha
Ketelaar's Grammar: Some New Discoveries

Jean Josua Ketelaar (1659-1718) was the first grammarian of Urdu
language. His book "Instructie Ofte Onderwijsinghe Der Hindoustaanse
en Persiaanse..." was written in 1698 in Dutch language but there were
too many misconceptions about his work. In Urdu it is generally
considered that it was written in Latin and some words are in Hindustani
script. It is considered a book of grammar but it contains a fair portion of
vocabulary too. In the same way it is believed that its only manuscript is
present in Royal Archives Hague. But now it is time to correct the
record, especially in Urdu. Now at least three manuscripts of this book
have been discovered and modern technology and internet have put
them in easy access. This article discusses the whole historical
development about the search and discoveries of more than three
hundred years.
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Instructie Ofte Onderwijsinghe Der Hindoustaanse en Persiaanse talen

naven hare declinate en Conjugatie, als mede hollandse maat en

gewigten mitsgaders beduijdingh vergeleykinge, der hindoustanse med

de eeniger moorse namen etca.
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"As for Urdu, John Joshua Keterlaer, the then Dutch ambassador to

India, wrote Urdu’s first grammar in 1715. Written in Latin, it was named

"Grammatica Indostanica’, as Indostan, Indostani, and Hindustani are

among the different names Urdu has had through centuries. But it could

not be published till 1743."7
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"John Joshua Ketelaer(also written Kotelar,Kessler or Ketteler)was a
lutheran by religion born at El-Bingen in Purssia.He was accertited to
Shah Alam Bahadurshah(1708-1712)and JahandarShah(1712)as Dutch
envoy. In 1711 he was Duth East India company's director of trade at
'Surat'. He passed through Agra going and coming from Lahore(via
Delhi), but there does not seem to be any evidence available that he
ever lived here.He wrote a grammar and vocabulary of the "Lingua
Hindustanica" which was published by Divid Mill in 1743 in his
"Miscellania Orientalia".We may assume that hey were composed

about the year 1715.12
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To us its principal intrest consists in the fact that in the Miscellanea
Orientalia he prints Ketelaar's Hindustani Grammar and Vocabulary
which as we have seen was written about the year 1715.He also gives
some plates illustrating Indian alphabets....Except for the plates of
characters all the Hindustani is in the Roman characters., body of the
work being written in Latin. Spelling of the Hindustani word is based on
the Dutch system of pronunciation.....He has no idea of the use of

'ne".On the other hand he takes the gujrati use of 'ap' to mean we... 14
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nieger moorse namen etca:
Door
Joan josuae Ketelaar, Elbigensem
En gecopieert door

Isaacq van der Hoeve, van Uijtreght

I
Tot Leckenauw A° 1698: '
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(introduction)+125+21 (index)
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Instructie Ofte Onderwijsinghe Der
Hindoustaanse en Persiaanse talen, nevens
hare declinatie en Conjugatie, als mede
vergeleykinge, der hindoustanse med de
hollandse maat en gewigten mitsgaders
beduijdingh eeniger moorse namen etca. Door
Joan josua ketelaar, Elbingensem En gecopieert
door Jsaacq van der Hoeve,van Uijtreght. Tot
Leckenauw Ao. 1698
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The name lan losua Ketelaar, Elbengensis, has been crossed out on

the title page and (without Elbengensis) on 2r. As a result, the existence
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of this manuscript of Ketelaar's grammar remained undiscovered for a

long time.26
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