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Colonial Historical Discourse and Fiction: Similarities & Differences

The narrative of history and the narrative fiction are two different genres but
they have a number of similarities, parallels and sharing. Both of these narratives
are constructions of words and they intend to communicate some meanings to
the readers, therefore, they may be recognized as two identical discourse
patterns. They consist of the narration of real or imagined events and characters.
But they have a few basic differences and discriminations also since history
relies on the factual events of the past while fiction is based on imagined facts,
events and characters. History never claims to be complete but a piece of fiction
(both novel and short story) is understood to be a whole in itself. We have tried
to compare the narrative of history and narrative fiction in this article by
emphasizing on this idea that both of these discourse patterns share the styles,
techniques and insights of one another. The contemporary historians and the
fiction writers are well aware of this phenomenon and they try to benefit from
both in their writings. Especially in the subcontinent it has been a very tricky job
as during colonial era the history of the subcontinent was constructed and

re-narrated to suit the objectives of Empire.
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The events may be "given", but their functions as elements of a story are
imposed upon them and are imposed by discussive techniques more tropical
than logical in nature.4
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