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Colonial Historical Discourse and Fiction: Similarities & Differences

The narrative of history and the narrative fiction are two different genres but

they have a number of similarities, parallels and sharing. Both of these narratives

are constructions of words and they intend to communicate some meanings to

the readers, therefore, they may be recognized as two identical discourse

patterns. They consist of the narration of real or imagined events and characters.

But they have a few basic differences and discriminations also since history

relies on the factual events of the past while fiction is based on imagined facts,

events and characters. History never claims to be complete but a piece of fiction

(both novel and short story) is understood to be a whole in itself. We have tried

to compare the narrative of history and narrative fiction in this article by

emphasizing on this idea that both of these discourse patterns share the styles,

techniques and insights of one another. The contemporary historians and the

fiction writers are well aware of this phenomenon and they try to benefit from

both in their writings. Especially in the subcontinent it has been a very tricky job

as during colonial era the history of the subcontinent was constructed and

re-narrated to suit the objectives of Empire.    
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The events may be "given", but their functions as elements of a story are

imposed upon them and are imposed by discussive techniques more tropical

than logical in nature.
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Ñi˜ZkºmÇÐo9LgBbƒVX

Xgx:Z%@*gõóg&¸gcÃZY:ógÆ',@ÒyzZu]~Z·tZzg¡Z·tÅ¸]ÃJw™heÅMiZŠ~
qÝƒCìX

Q:@*gõóg&¸gcÆatZq-6,.yÁXƒ@*ì�Zq-ºm@*g]ŠzgÅàz‰ÜÑ®ZŠzZu]gzúƒ
gìƒD�q@*g]Ò#/õ E

G~È¢8‰Zz‡]e74XpZ¤/z{ZyzZu]Ã!*ÇÃZ0+Zi™Š}Â
@*gõÅ‰Zëù'ÃÐZzÍƒYC�X

6~ð»g¢~î
G

OÒy™DƒñZLM\ÃÑ¢~î
G

OÐ!*CÙÌgÄYìZzgpŠÃZk»zÌ :::: `̀̀̀!!!!ÃÃÃÃ i:
¯YìÔ)‰XŠ]Œœ™@*ì(iâyzky~z{pŠÃZYâ~¿ÆŒÛd$c*ŠzggÄYìÔz{
zZu]Zzg™ŠZgzVÆe~¤/x�Ùc*uŠ$Z:Ih+ÏÔñçÎc*cz†J-ÃðÌgÍtZCYìXz{
(,~"'g]Æ‚BZL‡g~c*‚ìÃZYâ~¿c*™ŠZgzVÅi0+7V~Ñ•c*ZyÆ‚B•

qÝ™äÅF,(ÌŠ}YìXZÏ§bZYäÆZ’Zð¿„‡g~&‚ìÃZk£x6,ZèŠ{™Mh
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@*gõógÆ0*kZkÆ',@ªxÆaÜsZq-„£xƒ@*ì�Zk»ZCƒ@*ìÔZÐÜsZq-
)—gÍbÅZYi]ƒCìÔz{Üs›ëÆÒyÃZCÑ™YìZzgdz**dÐ8âzgZƒ™
‡g~ÆaËò)ZÜ¹ÔèIÔÃc*C(J-»$›4è

G
GOE™äÐv»0*Èƒ@*ìX

Â7ƒYpZÐ–wpZzZâyŠŠ~LLì.ÂZgõ¦/ó̧ó (truth) ZY:zZªœZ‰Ü :::: ŒŒŒŒÛÛÛÛ++++ªªªªkkkkƒƒƒƒ******** b:
ªÇi0+ÏÆzZu]Ðz̃ƒ**ƒ@*ìX¹ãeìÎÌªZyÁƒ)†êXƒlg!*ÔZ³@Ôc*
‚b6z){(ZkÆ‰zZu]Zzg™ŠZgZzgZy»Z0+Zi¢~î

G
OÆZkºmZYâ~âjwZzgßg]èqw

~ZyÅ7¿ÃZ(‡.Þ¢ƒ**e34/õ XJG�‡g~–w»°`lÙZLLL°x¢óóÃgŸ»gZ:îg6,Ø™
Š}XZkÆ',@@*gõóg:Â‡g~ÅplZNŠ~ZzgIÆ_.™ŠZgzzZu]Zzg@*gõÃeJwYì
Zzg:„Ðz¾d$@*g]›ëÃââkZzg‡.Þ¢¯äÆ!*g}~ÎaYì@*ëZkÆÒyzÂ±

~ZkäZK'g]ÃZk§bZEw¢zg™@*ì�ƒ¼‡.ÞûƒYñX

CÙ¹ãpŠZCZq-ŠZ½c*Z0+gzãz‰ÜgBbìXªwVÔ‚oVÔŠâVc*',ÎV»ŠzgZ6�ZYä :::: ŠŠŠŠZZZZ½½½½zzzz‰‰‰‰ÜÜÜÜ o:
ÆM¸iÐZ�xJ-ÆÒ6ŠzgZ#/õ E

G~¦/gY@*ìZzgtZYäÆiâÈŒÛP]Ð!*ÇZƒ@*ìª
',ÎV6,”¹ã¡PœV~7,SY$Ëìc*QZkÆ',@wVÆzZ§»Òy[RV6,”ƒ
Y)8-,ç EGE�Zõ»-É4lç GE5±ƒ(XpLL@*g]Ò#/õ E

GÆçA~tÎZwZzgic*Š{ë{ƒY@*ì�LiâÈ
LiâÈÇóÐH_“g‚rìYV�6Æ',@ŒVtŠzâV${ð

G
OgZ‹iâVZq- (story time) ZY:ó

5 Ðmgnp�Xóó (time sequence) „Ÿz‰Ü

´z{Zi,@*gõógZzgZk»‡g~ŠzgZyz‰Ü~ZLZL£xÐMÇ{ƒD�ZzgZ7@*g]¹ãÆ
Æâ´ƒD�X (historicity) ŠzgZ6!z‰Ü»Ì!3›4è
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GOEDƒ@*ìZzg-Vz{ŠzâV„Zq-Zˆk@*g+B3ï GE

GG

t!*]ZY:ógZzgZkÆ‡g~~œu7ƒ$ËYV�z;V$›4è
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GOEiâVe7ƒ@*XZkÆ´z{@*gõ
ÆjZáÐZq-ÇÆ'Zzg‡g~~ZˆkÑZ•ƒYìªz{œ�@*gõÆâ´ƒMh�c*
ZkÆ',@ƒYìZ%tÌ|ì�@*gõZzg×»Z·ZuZYäÅƒÃÌM‚y¯ŠêìX

Zq-ZYZY:'Ze7-»ƒ™"³7g{Y@*ÉZk»Z!xZkÆM¸iÅ§b(,~ZôoÐ ZZZZ!!!!xxxx:::: ~:
p&~ZzgZ�áge$Æ!*)̄ÉHY@*ìXt¹ãÆM¸iZzgz‰ÆzZu]»ÑiòZzgx³Ckƒ@*
ì)c*ZÐCkƒ**ec(Zzg7g~¹ãÅse$ÅŠc*ZÏs™@*ìX²@*gõógZKÓxF,pZé
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CÙ¦/7ìYV�Ÿ!@*gõ~Zyl@*g]™ŠZgzVZzgCÙÇÆZK̈âV»Zt{MC_ƒ@*ìZzgZkÆ
ZylŠJÐ!*ëZ‡ƒñƒD�XZka@*gõógZLÒy™Š{zZ§ÅåÂ±7™„7YX
LLëZkz‰ÜJ-Ë@*g]zZî»99Òy™„7MhZ#J-�ëZkÆ}òzúẐÜÐåîg6,
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�
6z�Š~Wc*ZkäŠ*gzâ÷ÔŠZ*âVZzg¢{ð

GOVÆâ¯tZ[~Z0+ZiÐ¤/m,™ÆZK̈yÅzZªi0+Ï6,Âz
%6ÅYV�t¶K>Z{6ÆˆÅ-g8dÔ�RZzg�Yßg‹qw»ãCŠ~»Ÿå�ËÌâˆZÅŒ43›é EGCZzg
â¯tZ[~|ÆOñZ+k̂�Y|ÃZÌŠ~Yñ&ZK̈yÆjZkZK¤/Ä~ÑMh�Xt
].h+‚³Ex»ãCŠ~Zßwå��YEx8-ö

GW�5ZŠ!Z0s6,ÌZW,Z0+ZiƒZX@*gõÂí¬„ZÝ@*g]zZu]
„ÆÒyÃãCŠ~ZÌŠî¶Z¤/p@*gõÆŠ*øgÆpŠZLZNŠ]Zzg${ð

G
OgZ]ZkÆÒ#/õ E

G»zÌ0
»**xŠc*X (Histories) YD¸p6Æat5!*]¶�ì8-ZzggleÍz){äZL**zßVÃÂZgõ

uzZße^ä-g\Å¦/¸@*gõÆÚø~@*g]**zw‘�Š*@*g]|ÅúâÆ6Z0+Zi
¸X¦/@̧*g]zZu]Æ@*g]Ò#/õ E

GÐŒÛd$F,g�ÅpZéÆ!*z�ŠuzZße^Æt@*g]**zw£/@*gõ
cz†»:ÂŠúò™D�Zzg:„Z7@*gõŒYYìZÏ§bCN*&ð»à{WÃt**zwLkBZzgZð

zAÆgzk6,ŠJz}ÅZ+|IZ:qg~™äÆ!*z�ŠÔ�T»Ãð@*gõóg (War and Peace) þó
pZ[J-7ŠNYZkÇÅ@*gõ»�Šw7ìX

',R~].h+6äŠ*ŠZ*âVZzgZ0+Z¯¢~î
G

OÍðÅ(¢8ÑzqÅÂŒVßg‹qw-g\Ð}ic*Š{
ZZzgë{¶XŒV:ÂQZz[»W¸iƒZåZzg:„6uâtŠZgZ:ÂxÅÑz¬]Š3ðŠî¶ŒV»
õx�`�pŠZKŠ*èIZzg�RgzZc*]ÆöV~«ZƒZåZkWiZŠZ:‘:ÎaZzgWiZŠZ:d[ÐÌ

WÙ7å�{mîg6,ZÞ,œ~Æ-g\»ZÝZÑßw0_¶XZka-g8(Zzg�RZŠZgzVZzg
(ZŠ! Indiginous) âW!*Šc*CZEgÅ¢zgÂVÆ
�5ZŠ!Z0s‚tÑðYg„‰z{œ-VÅL£ò

Ð(mimicry) Zzg�RgzZc*]ZzgZ0sÐZ‰ZkatÑzq~f!Z0sèZŠ[ÅÕàZzgl/‚i~
ic*Š{¼7‰Zkayz*ãZIŠZøÆ‚B‚BpŠ',¤â~ßÍVÃÌ»°¼5&„@‰pz{YV
�‰ZEg~£œÃ7gZ™ä~çzyƒ$Ë‰ZkaZ’UŠgÏ¢zgc*]Æ7èÃ£òi!*âV~è

¤ÏÐÅYñ (mimicry) YäzZàZyÅ5Â1V6,u»g~ZÅâ]Ì«KYDgìXZŠ!ð~Õà
ÂtpŠqS»ìmZäZzgQk»5QhZä»fg=Ì0YCìXg@**Bu�ágÔÒ=Š@ÔâZ[WiZŠÔÒ
u�ÛZi@Ô†Z>Ñg©�ñß~2+k,Z£Æ‰**zßV»ZkZ0+ZièÃÐ_·¹ŠNƒÇX)ZºZ!W!*Š~Å
�á²~»Zq-(,ZzÂzZãîg6,5f!�d$»5QhZ@*ì(

Zôm,à:äZÞ,œ~„~{mîg6,yz*ã@*gõÔ×ÔèZ<ØÔZ‚:ZzgŠvZdzZŠ!
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