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Revolt of 1857 and Ghalib's Pragmatic Attitude
Adaptability is an intrinsic characteristic of a human being. Ghalib as a genius had
a tutelary spirit to deal with issues in the perspectives of their practical
requirements and consequences. He treated the holocaust of the revolt of 1857
with reference to its practical lessons. His pragmatic attitude is reflected in his
diary of the otherwise dreadful events of the revolt and its aftermath entitled
'Dastanbu’, in absolete dialect of Persian language to avoid the shattering
consequences.
'Dastanbu’ is referred as a controversial account of the upheaval as compared to
his letters which were written to his intimate friends during that critical times of
Indo-Pak history.
He was compelled by the magnitude of the miseries and incarcerations to assure
the revengeful British rulers of his loyalty to them.
He was particularly concerned about loss of identity and self-respect in the back
drop of colossal loss of lives and property inflicted by ruthless and reckless
conqurers of Delhi.
Instead of bowing before the storm, Ghalib took the circumstance as they
unfolded before him which affected all walks of life of the society.
This paper is an attempt to bring forth the evidences and references to reflect

pragmatic approach of Ghalib towards life in extremely volatile and hostile



N
conditions. In those trying moments, he avaluated assertions by their practical
consequences and bearings to safeguard his own specified interests and yet

succeeded in maintaining self-regard and cognitive consistency.
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" Should the Supreme Government not do some thing for me;
What is to become of me?" (7)
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