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Aziz Ahmad's concept of History and Civilization

This is an attempt to study the Aziz Ahmad,s concepts and context of Indian

history and civilization, popularly known as Indo-Islamic Culture. Aziz Ahmad has

passed through this journey, writing and compiling different studies on Muslims in

general and Indian Muslims in particulars. In his first book "Nasl Aur Saltanat"

(Race and Kingdom he traces the roots of racial sentiments, which developed into

harsh fascist nationalism of Hitler. His first important work "Studies in Islamic

Culture in the Indian Environment published in 1964. He elaborates the Muslim

interaction with Hindu and other non-Muslims Communities. In the continuity of

his concept of Indo-Islamic Culture, he brings out his another study "Islamic

modernism in India and Pakistan, published in 1967, he poses the question of

modernism in 19th -20th century India with special reference to Muslims. In 1969,

he comes out with a new brilliant study, on Muslim intellectualism in India, tracing

the intellectual contributions of Indian Muslims, In 1970, he published his first

compilation work entitled "Readings in Muslim Self-Statement in India and

Pakistan, giving insight of Muslims intellectual and cultural evolution. In 1971, he

compiled another work "Contribution to Asian Studies" with his own original

contribution, entitled "Religion and Society in Pakistan", a brilliant out come on the

subject. His last important work in the live was "A history of Islamic Sicily", which

gave new understanding of Muslim Christian harmony in European environment.
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The Crux of Aziz Ahmad,s message and concept was to bring history and

civilization of Indian Muslims to the crucial point of two nations theory.   
_______________________
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�á{zàZvÃtZ¿ŠÆ‡b¸Xz{è<ØÅÃgZ:ÇÆqò:¸Xz{Zk|Ãt™D¸�ÓxèZ<Ø
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¬xqÝƒÔZyÆÃc*]Zzg(ÏZ°gäZq-’q-Å̂Z(g™àXt’q-LLzàÉÐ:ö

WWXóóÆ**xÐ=wƒðX¦Z£',w~
: Zzg�á{Z�³Zk’q-ÆZëgÉ¸XXw~LL�ÛZ$|ö
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’q-óóZkÐ»°z̃ÔZkK~³m,Z£gBZi�

LL©]ZŠ[yzZ:!u¤/òÐz�Š~Mc*XèI’k,zV~ZyÅ‚ŠZ#ÖIZzg
',³¶T~ŠOx�á,zVZzg6,ZâVÅ=ôÅYC¶Ô1Zk~}}‘:̧6,FF

’k,,ÌQ�X)èI’k,zV~®�á²~ÔñuÔÃu�á,»ztÔ)Ò6Ä(7Ô**ô:z
Z&k>ÔegZóöZzg ~gzâyÌ�áï¸XZk‚g~!u¤/ò~›âV»Ãð

z:åXZºÆÇ~©]ExÅðh~¹u6,4ÅˆpúŠçâ~ÆŠzg~Zki!*y

ÅzZãVBQ�Xóó)31(
6,zW³m,Z£Ôyz*y~ÃgÏZŠ[Ã›pÄ»u*ŒÛZgŠï�Xçâ~Ç~Ñƒg~ÃgÏi!*ygZò

¶X&ŠÄ›yÃgÏÆ‚B‚Byz~)º!(Æ�á²ÌCñYD�XjßVÅOz¸g]¤/~ÆË~
›y'̀+ÅMæZzgyz*y~(ÏZPx»f™MìX'̀+äŠ6jgÔZ�Šï(È^z){»¥cHXMyÌ

Zq-(,ZpDZzg@*g]%œ/ŒÛZg0*c*XÃgÏŠ‹Å�Ri!*yÌ0̂X
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~ÃgÏZzgy~ÆmÐ¼ÎZÑ]ZVñ�Xy~ZŠ[ÆjZáÐz{™Õ�á²ÇŠZkÐá™Z&++D

»ôöÆyzgÉîVJ-Ã›âV»#³ŒÛZgŠï�Xz{y~i!*yÅ@*gõÃZÞ,œ~ÐúáYä6,MâŠ{
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LLZkÅZÝ)].h+ÐmgBbì�¦/œ̧~ÆM¸i)ZÞ,(~Zôm,zVÆik,ZW,”gsƒðXZk
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äó�Zki!*y~èó̂ÓxZiyzîVÅÂzZK§sz™ZàXXXXŠzu~!*]t�Zki!*yäZq-¶Ã7gZ™Šc*X
ZkÐyzîVÃgZÆÅZq-i!*y)–Z�Û®(ïˆXZkÐŠzgŠgZiÆZß1VÆg�zZßVÃ›âVÆ**0*u

)ZyÆìw~(ZÖp»ZEwG%M:~!*]’A™äÅZq-gZ{ï̂Xóó)41(
yz*y~QgŠzÅ›zúÃ³m,Z£›âVÆ�RZg»Ð�h™ŠÙ�XQgŠzÃZCä»çnèI¬

ÐŠpgppzZáyzîVJ-özŠg;X6,zW³m,Z£ÅgZñ~yzîVäQgŠzÃ¹Á(Š~pz{Z�ŠèZ<Ø
ÐmgppzZà’rVÅQgŠzÐzZÕÃuZTÌ�Xz{�á²~~�ÛZtÍgOcg~Zzg6~g@**Bu�ágÃÃgÏ
gzZe$»‹zŒÛZgŠï�X

ZÞ,œ~Šzi!*âVy~ZzgQgŠzÆÚiúVZzg¿́Åœ~ìXyzf†QgŠzŠ#6,#h¶ÂŠzu~
Y+$u¦Z£{y»›eÏI~»gzt6,zZymJg;åXZÞ,œ~~ñÑ**·Z�CÙZzgñß~†Z/ÅÃl‡.Þ
f™�XQgŠzy~Úi·6,'×h+gz¹eZsƒñ³m,Z£˜�X

LLñß~†Z/Ô�1291ÐZ³F,¹QgŠzÆàÔ̧ZyÅĝŠc*V{µZzgzWe:6,̧ò‰Xz{ZkÓxæ]
~yz›(ÏZ%Ã]ÐQgŠzÆXÃZµgppÆáÃ�áVgìp7391~Ç0+SÐ"³It#ÆẐrV
äÌ¸x6,2VÐeÏZ(g™à@*ëZ³Æœguú@·Šg4z.e$̀Z]Æ‚BZq-Y+$QgŠzÆZ�ŠIqò
gìZzgŠzu~Y+$MiZŠìwÜ ÌgìXZ1ZæxMiZŠ�Z+i',Š„²!MöQgŠz˜¸�¬xyzÅûÐ!*Ñ¶Ô
Zq-̧x6,„)Ü (gZÉZzgˆ~yz*yÆzik,½ÅwÐy~ÆqñV~Ð¸Xóó)51(

~Z#u»g~i!*yÆîg6,ÃgÏÅ(Zôm,~ÃgZò™äÅÃÒÅˆÂ›âVÆaZL• 1835

Æã]aZƒñ²yzîVÆatp~ÃðZ+vyŠ{:¶YèZyÆaZq-)±i!*yÅOñŠzu~)
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±i!*yÃZ(g™¢8ÃðZ+t[!*]:¶X›âV»Zôm,~ÃJw:™**ZyÆavy»!*)̄¯Yèz{½Æ
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~›âVÃZKZq-Zµ)®)¯ä6,6gHXˆ~‡Z+ZW·Z»bÅªŠ]~›> 1906 Z4qÑ]ä
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LLLL³m,Z£Æìw~yz*y~Zsò�d$»Zg»ð¿ŠgZÝ¬@Zsò�d$ÅZq-

´‡ðúÅßg]~åZzgtZK’ÆaâjwÆÒpÐp=VZzgÛzãZW,Z]ÃJw™@*g;
ìXz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚BÔiâ:Å¢zgÂVÆ�Zkäyz*yÅ)›âjw~æZf
Zzgr�ŠzâVÃZÌŠ~XZ’Zð%³6,ZkäZLãCŠ~gzZ*ÃŠ*ñZsxÐ{ƒä

7Šc*ÉjßVÆ.VÆ}.�á]äZÐÛzyyÅZkz‰ÜÅLZsòßVF,Å
ZzgZk,ZyÐ¹ic*Š{ŒÛd$™Šc*X!*ÆHy',¤â~Ç~ŠZgZÑsxÆ%œ/~ÃtÐZkÅzZÕ
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yz*y~Zsò].h+e$ÆÚø~7581YÐªx0*ÎyZzgZkÆˆÅŠzŠ;ÇVÃñçq¯c*ŠHìXZkÂ[Æ
Z’Zð!*[~³m,Z£äZÞ,œ~ÆM¸iÐá™7581YÅkBMiZŠ~J-ÆqÑ]»Y,̂{1ìXZkŠzgÅ
èIßg]qw»Y,̂{feƒñz{̂V$�-VÆZº6,ZW,Z]Æf™ÐZkÇÅèIMiZŠ{gz~»Y,̂{fe�X
ZºÆŠzg~„yz#ÖÔå#ÖÔig2è<ØZzgmÆŠgxyŠZ›gZ:kãÔèI',ŠZ“Zzg%ËŸŠÆCÙZq-

ỲÃ‹Y@*åX
ZÏŠzgÃ³m,Z£Ôyz*y~f!ZW,Z]»ỲM¸ië�XZglkÃgÏ~F,ÀƒðXŠzhZzgíÃã

äLLŠ{îyèZ<Øóó~¼ÔmÆ!*g}~Ì‘�XZyŠZ›gZ:gzZ*äyz*y~íVÆa',ŠZ“»
gztaZ™Šc*�ZVgƒ,œ~J-¸g;X

³m,Z£¬!*[~f!�d$ÆZW,Z]ÅZ’Zðš/~Z1¤̈{yÆ‚BY™�hD�X7671Y~
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¬Ý�á{U*ãÅ§sÐ',¤6»Ĥ�Ëyz*ã»ªŠzg{',¤6åXZkäÃgÏi!*y~LL–s**)zÑe$óóÆÄZy
ÐZC*̂*)̄ÈHXZk*̂*ó~',¤6Å(ÏZzgÕãi0+Ï6,Z"gÆ‚B1YìZ0+Zi~gzÝeZàˆìX

ZkäZq-§sf!Î‚ÌÆÛ[rZñXgz9ÅŠzhÔŠ*z~Y{éÔ−5VÅôZãZzgZï[ÐMiZŠ
ZÜ¹Šg,XZkäzZãîg6,yz*y~',¤6Å(,fƒðâ™�á;:Zzg#gú-$ZzgpŠ',¤6~ŠZ›gZzgâ™�á„6
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ZÜmÔ™sÍðZzg¶yâZi~Å¹°pÅX)71(

Z1¤[ª].h+›yåTäq-iz•ÃuZ;XZzgyz*yÆßÍVÃ',¤6ÆjZáÐCäÅÃÒÅ
�z;V‡âyZzgè<ØzZãîg6,ŠzZµZµZŠZg}�X

ZKÂ[Æ¬!*[ÆZk{~³m,Z£äyz*y~',¤â~°ZrÂxÆÎfZzgZkÆZW,Z]»Y,̂{
1ìXXz{13Šc0061Ã
Z²>Å§sÐYg~ƒäzZáZÆZ&+c*vÆegR,ÐM¸i™DƒñÔvZzgZkÆ
°ZrZg»YÅ¹ãÃZÞ,œ~ÆM¸iJ-ÑDZzgt³Z~.™D��',¤â~ZŠZâ]Ðyz*y~Zsò].h+e$
ÆgD**]Ã�ÛzrqÝƒZTÐyz*ã›„æ¾z«ZzgÑàZ�ÛiÐZèo6,Z2ZgƒðX)81(

7581Å«kBMiZŠ~ZzgèIg›¿»Zq©™Dƒñ6,zW³m,Z£˜��',¤â~ZÆZ&+c*vÅ
yz*ãúZx6,Î‚!xZãCÙ§bÆŒ|uÐ¬g~¶X',¤â~ZfZyyz*ãúZxÅ#ZzgE+?~(,|m|™
zfe¸XZkE+?ÃyzîVÆ£«~›yÔ�‚.xZyÔ̧ic*Š{”]ÐCk™D¸XMy~‹b~¹
YYì�7581YÅŒz]Zq-ˆgCvÆZ¡w»³¶XZ¤/@*`',¤6Zzg',¤â~0*gúyäyz*y6,',Z{
gZ„Ó#ÖÅƒCÂ�áh+ßg]qwZƒCX)91(

u¦Z£{yÆ(ZŠZâ]ÔZy»C�d$ZÑÜtZzgZyÅÒI~äyz*y~].h+e$Ã6,zZy
mJä~Zë™ŠZgZŠZHpZyÆŠz2VÅ®ZŠÆ‚B‚B#5~ÌZŸ†ƒZX³m,Z£ZKÂ[ÆŠ}!*[

~u¦ÆÇ~].h+e$Å&ZëEV»Zq©Ì™D�X
ñß~lZrZ»Zz!c*Z•IZ:̀YÃ 1X

íZ<ÅgzZe$#³].h+e$ 2X

ñß~ŸiZÅ@*C’q-X 3X

gzZe$Œ].h+e$Iu~Z{yZHzsíZÅ)ë)7381X7091(2681Y~u¦ÐzZhƒñXu¦
Æ‰¦gZ]ÐZ%sÆ!*z�ŠÔZrVäu¦Å½7g×e$ÅX4681Y~‚4Î‚ÌÆgÁ¶Xu¦Æd
»ñV~ZyÅæŠÅXi0+Ï½ZyÐ%ZvÅ�Z¥/|’q-ÅãCŠµX0781YÅŠ;ð~C�d$ZÑÜtÆa˜

gìZ%3981Y~»ÒÅZOðÆZ6,ŠzâVÆŠgxy©àZ%Ã]aZƒñZzgâZ[íZ<›−‰X
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9981Y~z{Z*Z}Zz»ÒZ¥/|ÆóR,~HgƒñX¢„Z7tÇ{gh**7,ZYèZrVä-8ÆùÍg3,ZZã
ÐZ9ÆQgŠzŠÔZzgy~âZi0*ÎVÅe™̂#¿Å¶Xz{i0+Ï½u¦ÅgzZe$ÆFzÃŠZggìX)02(

ñß~ŸiZZzg·~H»8gzi{Z¶gLL�d$ZÉ4ið EZVóóïÜÔÍc*úg]ÃÍc*ðŠ¶ÆáZŠsåXñß~lZr
ZäÌZsò‡âyÆegzV$ó~.zkÔug$ÔZ)qZzgZ¿Š»‹t™äÅÃÒÅ@*�f6§Š»{ØƒnXñß~
lZrZäŒÛMy0*uÆZôm,~F,ZWÃW~Z0+Zi~Š¬X˜ŠÆjZáÐZrVäÇz«ÆpÐi·¦gZ]~
˜ŠZzg®ŠZizZ`Ã@*g]Úø~Š¬Zzg¹�˜ŠÜsZLŠÃq~Y,̂ìX

gzZe$ŒÔ].h+e$IâZ[íZ<Ìu¦ÆPZ°gÐZ%sgppÆ!*z�ŠZyÆ(,}qò¸X
u¦Æd»ñV~ZyÅæŠÅXñß~ŸiZä£t²ZVÆaMzZiZVðÔ³m,Z£ñß~ŸiZÆŠÑbÃYg~gnp

: ƒñ˜�
LL›yz*y~�áŠc*V{0+ZãZOxÆ�Zzg›Ð{àƒC�XØCÙÆƒÃZq-Zy7,|úg]!*ŠÁ

**pZ3ZK¼k,™™Jw™ä6,6gƒCì²½c*C{ÂyZÐZq-)²:ßg‹qwÆ�**‡.ÞJwŠ/™™Zk

ÆÜsMzZi—™}ÏX6,Š}ÆÎZw6,ŸiZäŠ?Š~�ŒÛMyË{mñµ6,ZkÅ0*0+~¬Z+™@*ì²ËZzgñµ
6,z{MiZŠ~ŠêìX6,Š}Å0*È~»m²[ÅŠ*�Y',ZÇVÐåXZÐ¬x¬»Šgz7Šc*YYXñß~ŸiZÆ
_.6,Š{ZLñ�Š{qÑ]~Zq-5Zzg£òßg]ìXZzg8-id$Æ¬Ð%A$ƒäzZàëzò¬K~~úgÂVÃ
ZLn}Zzg;BAgppÅZYi]Š~ˆìX'ÅgZñÆ_.úgÂVÃÕ[Zzh"6,6g™**?**Z»°ZzgèI
‡âyZzgZÜtÅÜszgi~ìXóó)12(

Â[ÆZŒ&Z1Z[~³m,Z£äZsò@*gõâ+ÔZsòkKM„ÅbàZzgZIug$ÆâgzZc*C
‰ÆjZáÐFZëÎZÑ]Å¶K0+„ÅìXZsò@*gõâ+ÆjZáÐ(ˆãÃZë**x¤/ŠZ**ŠHXLL§]Z#óó
~ñÑ**(ˆãÔZsòÃtY�Ø]zZÜª]Ãik,cÑñXZÏ§b|]/ñÅÎZö/~~ZrVäZsò(„Ô

çÙ̂Zzg)ÇVÆ‚Bï™g�ÆZßßV6,cÅìXñÑ**(Æ4,Šq-Z»ZàÇz«Æ¯xZzg].h+èI
ªkÆ[UÆŠgxyãCŠ~gZ‚�X

u¦ÆZq-Zzgg=»g¦Z÷ZÅ@*gõâ+»Y,̂{feƒñ6,zW³m,Z£CD��2291YZzg1691YÆ
Šgxã²!~ZyÅczsÂ[L4^MsZsxóÆâZi+c�áùƒñXZÏ§bZyÅŠzu~Â[LØ~Ms§Z̄ó
9881YZzg1691YÆŠzgZy¾{!*g�áùƒðX)22(

¦Z÷ZäZsxÆñç¬]6,FIt#C}Xz{D»ôö6,°xZOŠZzg›âVÅeÏI~Æ
jZáÐu¦ÆìÑ]Ð5¸X¦Z÷ZäÛZzg”Zsx»@*g]ÚøÔ#ñgZ”+ÔZsòâˆZÅŒ43›é EG]Ô

ZsxZzgmÔZsx~£ñV»ÎZwÔÝòZzgÝñV»XÔÒ‹ZizZ`ÅcÔZsx~úgÂVÅwZzgZsòizZw
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ÆXÃik,cÑc*ŠHìXZÏ!*[~Ô³m,Z£ÔñÑ**qàZzgZyÅ@*g]ÄLLDkæzb§ZsxóóÃÌik,cÑD�X
Â[Æ0*v,!*[~gzZc*CZ§ñè<ØÃñçq¯c*ŠHìXZk~³m,Z£äyz*yÆx0(

%Zœ/ZzgâgzZe$I~ªZIug$‰„»-Y,̂{fe�Xz{ñÑ**‡Ì**âÂ~Æik,ZOxŠZgZ‰xŠ-ÈÆªxÃ
ik,cÑD�X³m,Z£Æ4,Šq-ñÑ****âÂ~ZzgZyÆ‚¶ñÑ**gæZ£{q„Æ£œt¸�Zq-¬x›yZzgŠ*
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