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Efforts for Implementation of Urdu made by West Pakistan

Legislative Assembly after Constituted One Unit

West Pakistan Legislative Assembly Constituted under the Establishment of West
Pakistan, Act 1955. It helds its first sitting on may 19, 1956 and dissolved Urdu
Proclamation of Martial Law on 7th October, 1958. The Assembly had a life of 2
years 4 months and 19 days.[!]] Rules and Regulations were formulated for the
smooth running of the Assembly. Use the language of the Assembly as per rules,
had been Urdu. However, in exceptional circumstances, the members were
allowed to express their views in English, Punjabi, Pashto, Sindhi and Balochi
languages. The members of the West Pakistan Legislative Assembly emphasized
the need of adopting Urdu language for framing of the resolutions, question,
legislative bill and other business of the house. This article focuses on the
proceeding of the Assembly from 19, May 1956 to its last session 25-28 August,
1958.[t]
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Recitation from the Holy Quran not part of the proceedings.(A)
Mian Muhammad Shafi: On a point of order, Sir. In all the parliaments of the world
the recitation from Bible or other religious books forms part of the proceedings.
Last time when | raised this point, you were kind enough to observe that you
would consider this proposal whether recitation from the Holy Quran should form
part of the proceedings of the House or not. | hope Sir, you will be pleased to give
your ruling this time.
Mr. Speaker: We have made new rules of proceedure which will come before the
House. You can move an amendment to this effect at that time.
Rana Gul Muhammad Noon alias Abdul Aziz Noon: What is the procedure
according to the present Rules.
Mr. Speaker: Proceedings commence after the recitation.
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51. Members shall address the Assembly in the Urdu Language, but any member
who declares that he can express himself better in the English language or in any
other recognised language of the province may address the Assembly in that
language.
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In the cultural field, the Budget provides for a grant of 2 lacs of the Board
for Advancement of Literature at Lahore, and grants of 1 lac each to the Sindhi
Adabi Board and the Pushto Academy, and a grant of 1,10,000 for the Abasin
ArtsSociety, Peshawar, Bazm-e-Igbal, the Institute for Islamic Culture and
Pakistan Arts Council, Lahore, will receive grants of 25,000 each. A sum of Rs. 10
lacs has been provided for the building of Cultural Centre at Bhitshah. This sum
will be in addition to the grant of 5 lacs already sanctioned during the current

financial year.
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He cannot dictate the house that it should be in Urdu.
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Urdu as Medium of Instructions in Karachi Schools

Mr. G.M. Syed: Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state:

(@) Whether it is a fact that over 4 lacs of Sindhi speaking people are residing
in Karachi;

(b) Whether it is a fact that the Karachi Administration has closed Sindhi
Schools and has thereby compelled Sindhis to adopt Urdu as the medium
of instruction;

(c) Whether Government have made any protest to the Central Government
in this matter; if not, the reasons therefore?

Sardar Abdul Hamid Khan Dasti (Minister of Education) : No information on the

question is available in this office as Karachi is being administered by the Central

Government.

Pir Elahi Bakhsh Nawaz Ali Shah: Does the Minister know that Karachi from part

of West Pakistan? The representatives of that place are here. Have we not got

the right to know as to what is going on in Karachi since it from a part of West

Pakistan according to the Establishment of West Pakistan Act?

Minister: Every correspondence concerning the Education Department does not

come here; it goes to Karachi. This is because the educational institutions and the

Department of Education in Karachi are being administered by the Centre. We

cannot campel them to send us papers or any information because they are not
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under our administration. So far as the presence of members from Karachi in this
Assembly is concerned, it is because of the legislation that they have been
allowed to be here. We on our own part want that we should take part in the
administration of institution that are at Karachi, but we cannot do that.
Mr. G. M. Syed: May | draw the attention of the Minister to question No. 37(c)
where | have already asked whether the Government have made any protest to
the Central Government in connection with this matter? What is the reply to that
question?
Minister: We shall make a protest.
Mr. G. M. Syed: The question is as to whether Government have made any
protest to the Central Government in this matter and, if not, the reasons thereof? |
want a reply to it.
Minister: To that question | have already replied, in answer to an earlier question
of the member, that whatever we consider is for the good of the educational
requirements of the people, we are ready to intervene, recommend and protest.
We cannot, however, act as an agency. We can recommend or protest in any
such matter.
Mr. G. M. Syed: Have they protested? That was my definite question.
Minister: No, we have not.
Mr. G. M. Syed: May | know what is the decision of the West Pakistan
Government in regard to Karachi which is being administered by the Central
Government?
Minister: How can | answer that question? It is for the Pakistan Government to
decide as to whether Karachi is to be administered by West Pakistan Government
or by the Centre. It was legislated and decided in the Constituent Assembly that
for the present Karachi shall continue to be administered by the Centre and it was
done on account of the agitation, recommendation and such other doings of your

own people from Karachi. Now, West Pakistan Government cannot interfere with



190
the decision of the Central Government.
Mr. Najmuddin: Sir, may i make a submission. Those people who agitated against
the merger of Karachi into West Pakistan have been declared by some members
as traitors. Mr. Gazdar was the man whose signature was on the scroll which was
presented to the Speaker of the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. Mr. Gazdar
was an agent of the Chief Commissioner of Karachi. And now it is said that those
who voted and agitated for the separation of Karachi from West Pakistan were
traitors and were agents of the Chief Commissioner.
Pir Elahi Bakhsh: Is the Chief Minister prepared to make a representation to the
Centre that since Karachi, people do not pay tax to the West Pakistan
Government they should have no representation in this legislature, that Karachi
should be either with West Pakistan or it should not be?
Sardar Abdul Hamid Khan Dasti (Minister of Education): Sir, | am sorry, it is
beyond my power.
Pir Elahi Bakhsh Nawaz Ali Shah: Sir, | ask this from the Chief Minister.
Dr. Khan Sahib (Chief Minister): Yes, | agree with the member. This Government
will try to clear the position with the Centre about Karachi.
Mr. M. H. Gazdar: Sir, the honourable member has mentioned me. He said that a
scroll was presented to the Speaker of the Constituent Assembly, which bore my
signature. | deny that the scroll which was presented by the Chief Commissioner
bore my signature.(rz)
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| can express myself better in English when | am putting questions and | shall
continue that practice. Let the honourable speaker translate it if the Minister do

not understand English. | cannot help it.[r9]
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