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Einstein and Ouspensky's Four Dimensional Concept And Igbal
The article Einstein and Ouspensky's Four Dimensional Concept And Igbal”
brings to light the criticism that Igbal has done on both the philosopher's concept
of time as fourth dimension of space. Igbal is of the view that time as fourth
dimension of space loses its originality and creativity. Events seem to be already
present phenomena and future as fixed as the past and there from the concept of
determinism and traditional notion of Taqdeer strengthens. Urge for action
diminishes. To Igbal, Einstein's theory of time as fourth dimension is actually the
offshoot of his theory of relativity which deals phenomena mathematically.
Mathematics applies to objective realities only and time is basically a subjective
phenomena therefore it is subject to face failure when related to space.
Ouspensky, a Russian writer is also convinced to consider time as fourth
dimension of space.
He says that fourth dimension is outcome of the movement of three dimensional
space in a direction, not contained in itself. Igbal has criticized Ouspensky's this
theory of time on the same bases as he did in regard to the Einstein's theory of

time, as regarded fourth dimension of space.
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"Looking, however, at the theory from the standpoint that | have
taken in these lectures, Einstein's Relativity presents one great
difficulty, i.e., the unreality of time. A theory which takes time to
be a kind of fourth dimension of space must, it seems, regard the
future as something already given, as indubitably fixed as the
past."(')
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"Time as a free creative movement has no meaning for the
theory. It does not pass. Events do not happen; we simply meet
them."(w)
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"It must not, however, be forgotten that the theory neglects
certain characteristics of time as experienced by us."(")
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"It is not possible to say that the nature of time is exhausted by
the characteristics which the theory does note in the interests of a
systematic account of those aspects of Nature which can be
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mathematically treated.
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"It is obvious that Einstein's time is not Bergson's pure duration.

Nor can we regard it as serial time. Serial time is the essence of

causality as defined by Kant. The cause and its effect are

mutually so related that the former is chronologically prior to the

latter, so that if the former is not, the latter can not be."(q)
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"If mathematical time is the serial time, then on the basis of the

theory, it is possible, by a careful choice of the velocities of the

observer and the system in which a given set of events is

happening, to make the effect precede its cause."(")
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"It appears to me that time regarded as a fourth dimension of
space ceases to be time."(”)
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"A modern Russian writer, Ouspensky, in his book called Tertium
Organum, conceives the fourth dimension to be the movement of
a three-dimensional figure in a direction not contained in itself.
Just as the movement of the point, the line and the surface in a
direction not contained in them gives us the ordinary three
dimensions of space, in the same way. The movement of the
three-dimensional figure in a direction not contained it itself must
give us the fourth dimension of space."('r)
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"Since time is the distance, separating events in order of

succession and binding them in different wholes, it is obviously a

distance lying in a direction not contained in the three
dimensional space."("v)
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"As a new dimension this distance, separating events in the order

of succession is incommensurable with the dimensions of

three-dimensional space, as a year is incommensurable with St.
Petersburg."(m)
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and is not paralled to any of them."("’)
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"Elsewhere in the same book Ouspensky describes our

time-sense as a misty space-sense and argues, on the basis of

our psychic constitution that to one; two; or three dimensional

beings, the higher dimension must always appear as succession

in time."(”)
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"This obviously means that what appears to us three dimensional

beings as time, is in reality an imperfectly sensed

space-dimension which in its own nature does not differ from the

perfectly sensed dimensions of Euclidean space."(")
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"In other words, time is not a genuine creative movement; and

that what we call future events, are not fresh happenings, but
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things already given and located in an unknown place.
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"It is because of the serial character of time that Ouspensky was

able to regard it as a genuinely new direction in space. If this

characteristic is in reality an illusion, how can it fulfill Ouspensky's
requirements of an original dimension."(”)
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"Nor is it possible for us laymen to understand what the real nature of

.
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Einstein's time is." (Reconstruction P.31)
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