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Dr. Shahid Iqbal Kamran

Head department of Iqbaliat, AIOU, Islamabad

Iqbal's Proclaim of War against modern era

During the twentieth century, Iqbal was the only and powerful voice which invited

the west to a dialogue. The Persian book of verses, named Payam-e-Mashriq

which was published in 1923 meaningfully showed this. After fourteen years, Iqbal

proclaims war against the modern era and emphasizes the need to use the,

Zarb-e-Qaleem' to improve the present situation. Subsequently Iqbal also wages

war against the three main trends of that era, firstly against the understanding of

Islam of incompetent and ignorant religious scholars and their political strategies,

secondly, against  the ' war strategy' of the west and due to this their effort to

change the world order. And thirdly against Arab nationalism. Iqbal thought that

by using logic, proof and the ' Zarb-e-Qaleem' these three trends could be

overcommed.

_______________________

�,œ~ÅŠ~Š;ðÆz‰~©¬x6,WäzZáZDwÆZgŠzù·̄xLL¢[æóóÆuzgt6,Zq-Z´y

Šg`ìLZ´ykBóŠzgq¢ÆÜsÔZkZ´y~Zšr»Zq-˜ÈçãW!*ŠìXtù·̄xZL–qp%A$z±

˜Ñ]ÅâÎZzgse$ÆZ±gÐuŠgz»ŠÔŸiZzgZDwÆ,(„zgc*„zè<ØzçÑ]»�{ZÖgÌì
ZzgZkÎZw»ñçqÌ	WyŠzgq¢Æz{ÃyÐUZzg)~gD**]Åz{Ã́˜]�XÆÜsZDwäZ´ykB

™äÅ¢zg]CkÅZzgZkkBÆaz{¢[æÃ¢zg~ìw™gì�X
ZÏÚø~tÎZwÌZëì	�,œ~ÅŠ~Š;ðÆz‰ZzgZå,œ~Å«Š;ðÆZzZyÆ

ç5]z)b~HZ·Z»]0*ñYD�?Zzgt	ZDw»z{Z´ykBŠzgq¢~øg}a¾Šgse$g‚r

ìX?@*gõÆjZáÐK‰‹c*C_°]~ZëF,+Z%tì	pÔp~Zzg’uÅÑiòÔìizg¼Z”h+Zzg‰
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Zz‡]ZK̈ãZgZŠzVÆaj,ŒgëgZzgZkÆgc»99Z0+Zi{‡ìHYñXZ¤/ëZkZ%ÃÃZ0+Zi™,ÐZzg@*gõÃ
Zq-YæZzgZL¿ZzggŠ¿ÆZ±gÐ7Vìw™Dƒñ‹t™äÅÃÒ™,ÐÂ¸̈Zkytì	Šg„

}òJ-)ŠØZgƒYñXZq-œ~¬ZsxZzg›âVÆjZáÐZDwÅ¡÷»!*)̄“WzZáZñg~uz„

Š+ÅúÒÏ™äzZáñß~|Z]Zzg‰fYÅ**ŠZãÔ"̧~ÔÁdZzgZk»aZ™Š{¦gZsxåXZDwZk¦gZsx
»!*g;¶K:Ì¶Zzg[Æ:îVÅiŠ~WñX›âVÅ(ÏõòÌZDwÆa!*)̄¡÷¶XZq-Zzg(,ZX

›âVÅii0+Ï~ZsxÆ£xz™ŠZgZzgse$»åZzgtãCŠ~XÌåXZDw¬Ý²[~�Û�{]Æik,ZW,¸x
6,4Æç**uZzgIŒgDyZzgZkÆÑiò}òÐÌWigŠ{¸XLL‰ì;×**ñkŠ#èGEL½óóZÏWigŠÏ»ZÖg
ìZzgƒÐ(,|™ZDwÅ¡÷»!*)̄uÐácJ-ZU~¾tf[Å„~ZziŠc¤/Š~¶	�,œ~~

T»(,Z¶K:F,ÅÅ�µXÍc*�,œ~ÆZzZb~›**È¬ÝšZqÐiuÐá™cJ-ZU~¾tf[Å!
òŠc¤/Š~»Dg¸XZkz‰ÜŠc¤/Š~Å»gÐ›âVÆZ½¦z�ŠÃZsxäX1åXZå,œ~Æ

ZzZb~Šc¤/Š~ÅZkkB~›âVÆ‚BZsxÌ¶Kä6,ìZzgZkkB~Zq-!*gQ**ŠZy$ÕäO»§i„z¿

f!Ò¤/~»@zçzyU*"$ƒg;ìX
f[ÅÒ¤/~»Zq-Zzg(,Z1ZÜ¹ZŠZgÃZOŠ~)bÐ!*ÇZµ™ÆŠÚÅgzl¶X¸́4545ÿ GFGHZix»ZqÐiÌå

ZzgìÔZzgZkÃZDw7À.ïGL�ÛúãÆ**xÐ̈™D�Xi0+ÏÃZq-YìZ»ðÆîg6,¡LLŠ»yóóZzgLLo«óóÆeä
Ð7**0*YYX,(„zgc*„Åz{Óxßg'�}.ZÅÂÃŠ»y™™”wigÃ„§]ZK̈ã»Z‚ÏÑìw™C

ƒVÔZDwZyƒÐ"iZgìXZq-œ~¬¼Z+„ßg]qwÆÜsZDwäZ´ykBHåX
ZDwZk!*]»�ZÅggnp¸	›**È¬ÝZzg!*<m›**ÈætÆw»Z®gZ4çZ]Æ£.Þ

Z(gG‰§i„z¿6,ìXZDwÆ;VZy(,}çZ]ÆZˆkÅZKZq-@*gõìZk»Zq-uZrÂ…ZyÆ
: YÆ*yL¸òi0+Ïó~MìXZDwZk*y~˜� 1904

LLt$+ë¸xÓ#ÖÅùìÔÅÅùì,ˆg]ÅùìXZ[z‰ÜÆ
(1 »çVÐ¸…ZzgZ#kÅ!ŒZgÐêzbƒ™Zq-"pÂÀ»¡39~ìXóó)

: "pÂÀ»¡f™9~ZķxÆè<Ø»ZkÅZ½¦i0+Ï~H™ŠZgì?Zk*y~ZDw˜�	
XXXZzg!*'ÂíÔZÌJ-ZyÆèI4,ZúV»„ê7ƒZXWñŠyÆZq-*�Û‘aZƒ@*ì
�ZLW\Ã¼A»zZg_™™!*¹ÓxâqZK̈ãÃ3»ZgïŒÛZgŠêìX¾n	Zy�Û‘WgZ‘V

äíZÑ5Å‹Ã¼Z+',~§bx™Šc*ì	Z�ŠzuöÅÃðßg]Ã7WCXñß~
™xyÅtqªì	Z¤/Ëà~Z·tÐŠz¦ƒYNÂ§][zWc*]**tz™c6,c

™äÆa!*b**xz\xƒD�X
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ZzgZ¤/crYñZzg!*kxrYCìÔÂZ+�ZV~eZwj�ì	}.ZÅC{X6,Z**

Dza�fñZsx»{%å**xÃÌ7X;V›y»�ÛzVÅZq-z„ì	ZLŠ„{m

(2 Zk~gzi',ziZŸ†™DgT�Xóó)

Íc*ZsxÅúÒÏ.e$**ZIÔ¬E**Z0+÷Zzg**ŠZyñß~™xyÆ0*k¶Xtñß~™xy›âVÅ
Y~ŠØ 1910 (ÏÔçÙZzgçÑCF,šMÂH™D,ZÜ¹F,šM™äÅZqÌZLZ0+g7gnp¸XZ¥/|~

: ‰ZL\~ZDw(,}„@*ŠÆ‚BZk6»f™™D�X

" You know that the ethical training of the messes of our

community is principally in the hands of a very inefficient class of

Moulvies or public preachers, the range of whose knowledge of

Muslim history and literature is extremely limited."(3)

Z,ñß~™xy»™ŠZgËßg]ii0+ÏÆuŠgz"g×:)bzrT$Æ£.Þè<ØÅZÌzse$Ã
U*"$™ä~**»xg;åXZrVäZLè<ØÃjZŠ“iâ:ÐôpgppÆaZÐZK**ŠZãÔÁdZzgÁ.Æyg~á
g3åXZDwZkñß~Ô$ÕäOZzgzZ÷Ð**ÑV�XZDwÃZk!*]»�ZÅgå	$ÕäOÅt**ŠZãZLZW,Z]ÆZ±gÐpŠZkfZ]

J-özŠ:gìÏÉ’™7g}çÑ}ÃZK�~ááÏXZDwäZKczsîsÄLL�Z[“{óóÆ"Vw§i

Z+Ñw»"gÌzZ÷¸xÅ¢ìàÐŠzg~Ã¯c*å	ZkzzÐ›yzä~»gòZzgÕy~~ŠÃWäÑ¸XZkgzb

äF,¹ÅZzgŒVJ-ÎeYäÎ	�áh+iâäÆ»çVÆëg»[½Æaè<ØÃii0+ÏÐ8{g̀„™Šb

ecXZ+cÅú~ŠvÆ´z{›âVÅ(ÏÝò,�Û8-Æ̧èzzƒ43ïEGGÆ¦gZ]2f[~|áÆ�g
YÆ[ZÈîWW!*Š~Z#ZDwtë�: 1930 è<ØŠ"Zzgii0+ÏÐZyZ`Æ:©äÌ�Zz1X

" Never in our history has Islam had  to stand a great trial

than the one which confront it today. It is open to a people to

modify, reinterpret or reject the foundational principles of their

social structure, but it is absolutely necessary for them to see

clearly what they are doing before they undertake to try a fresh

experiment."(4)

Â™sÃW@*ì	Z7ZÅ̂»ZŠgZuìXZrVäZKñ‹Æ‚tZq-)ãÎZwg3Zzg™s™s

: CŠc*	›âVÆWÒ{(Ï,�YZzgçÙw»Z®gZÏÎZwÆgZ„�Z[~�ìXz{ÎZwtå
" Is religion a privat affair? would you like to see Islam as
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a moral and political ideal, meeting the same fate in the world of

Islam as christianity has already met in Europe? "Is it possible to

retain Islam as in ethical idea and to reject it as a polity in favour

of national politics, in which religious attitude is not permitted to

pay any part?"(5)

ëŠÙ�	',R~›âVÆZ½¦(Ïz�Yz�ŠZzg].ZÇ:•ÆD»ZÈxZÏÎZwÆŠg„

‹bZzg9�Z[Æ!*)̄eƒZXª]Z0pZ\‹uZ%tì	�,œ~ÅŠ~Š;ð»ÎZwZå,œ~Å«
Š;ðÆZzZy~ZKÁz�ZÏ6,Zãßg]~øg}‚tñ�ŠìX�ÛtÜstì	�,œ~ÆZzZb~øgZè<Ø
Zsxøg}Z½¦z�ŠÆa¾e$»!*)̄¯åZzgW`Zå,œ~ÆW¸i~øg}è<ØZsxÃøg}aƒÐ
(,~$zg~¯äÅÃÒÅYg„ìXZq-œ~¬Zsxøg}Z»iåÔ²W`tøg}Z»z¯Šc*ŠHìXZk

Ð¬	ëZk!*]»Y,̂{B	Zsxøg}a$zg~»ÄZyù¯ÔW�ŠÙ�	ëœ~~ZDwäZkßg]

: qw~HgÉðÅ¶ZLœZgC\ÆWy~ZDwä¹å	
" Pass from matter to spirit. Matter is diversity; spirit is

light, life and unity.One lesson I have learnt from the history of

Muslims. At critical moments in their history it is Islam that has

saved Muslims and not vice versa. If today you focus your vision

on Islam and seek inspiration from the ever-vitalising idea

embodied in it, you will be only reassembling• your scattered

forces, regaining your  lost integrity, and thereby saving your self

from total destruction." (6)

Âz!V~Zsx›âVÅZ½¦�Å¡z’»ZÈx™@*ìÔZDwÆZk@*g]ÅgÐ_m,‹bä
ëœ~~›**È',R~i0+ÏÅZq-@*i{gzbY7-Š~¶Xp$+¬Šz§bÐ‚B‚B¹g„XZq-t	7,ñ
‘á‰ŠgZÆ¬x›âVÆáZi~Š*èI½Æqï5îVÅ)®)ZCZW,zgÎc(,JCg„X’q-0*Îy

ÆŠzgZyZKÓxF,[Æ!*z�Št)®)›âVÅZ½¦¼k,ÅgZ{~g»z^:0mpªx0*ÎyÆˆtèI
4]Y�ŠZgzV,j~ZÑZBZzg�Û�‚wzVÆwÆZ¾ZnÅŠÆaŠZ·Zzg**ŠZ·æŠŠ¶Æz°}6,âWiZŠ

�Æ]»gz!*g§]6,‡*ƒ‰ZzgŠ+Å̈™äzZá¬Ý„ZsòÆ’uÅgZ{~g»z^0™9}ƒ‰X
Šzu}ZDwäZÅ;5é XGW]ZsðÅú].h+ÅT¢zg]Å§sÂzŠÑð¶ÔZÐ$ÕäOÆ«z…ägz/¿:WäŠc*X0

Æh]Ã9Úø~�áh+:™nÔZDwÅzÃ]Æä Reconstrution tŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG	ÜsZkpsÐ	ZgŠzŠZy¡
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',kˆJ-¦2+k,*i~».e$z¯ZzgxZgŠzF,À�áù:ƒeÔZzgƒZÌÂZyh]Æ_]]Å§sz{Âz:Š~ˆ
TÅWgizZDwgnp¸Xú].h+Æh]ÆjZáÐßÃZzgJ�$ÕäOZkZÐWÐ7(,|e	!Z}~

²!Æ*y~Í®zwqÝ™äzZáZzgßy-Eg;~ZLZ*Š6,zWWg&Óå EHÅ(ÔZyÅ)ñ�ŠÏ~�Šw

Z*ŠÆîg6,²!7,JäzZáZDwÃ²!i!*yWC¶c*7?$ÕäO»tÎZwÎðÅâu6,àz‰ÜÖNhzZá�Û¤VÅ
®ZŠzZáÎZwÐMPìXŠzâVÎZw"pZzgZÝÎZwc*ÎZÑ]Ð¤/m,ÅZq-̂�XZDwÅ²!ŠZã6,ÎZÑ]

ZVäzZáZDwÙÎVäW`J-tÎZw7ZVc*	‰ÃåfY	�h]ÅZ�á®)6,Ÿîg6,**ÑVgìÔÃZôm,~

i!*yWC¶?~Y}ƒV	tÎZwÌË!*Ñdc»ÄZy70YpZkÎZwÅ"Ñe$¬ÎZwÅ|Ã
WDg™ŠîìXZÝÎZwtì	HZsxÅ:~w•Zzgp»ÃðZßwz�Šg‚rìc*7?Z¤/Z(¦gz�Šg‚rìÂQ
ZÐgz/¿Ñä~HZ%âúìXHgzi%{ç5]Æ0qÝGYäzZác*ŠØYäzZáëzò,Z¿ŠÇ»
�ŠwƒMh�?Høg~Z½¦i0+ÏZLZßw~’uÅñ�ŠÏÆxZ]ÐÃZ+{ZV$Ëì?Z¤/ëZsxÆ!*g}

~ZL¦gZ]ÃLzáZi~7¯NÐÔZ¤/ëZ¿ŠÃ¡Zq-dXìw™DƒñZq-içnKÅ§sâb
7ƒVÐÂŠzgq¢~è<Øøg}a¾e$»!*)̄“WÆOñr3šý Ez**ÂZã»ÄZy0YñÇX

¢[æÔ�Šz§q¢ÆÜsZDw»Z´ykBìÔÆ{LZsxZzg›yó~ZDwÅZq-ÄLZ¿Šó‡.Þ̈gìX
y~7À.ïGLŠ,Ãð¹VÐ¼

:}¯‹™ŠZg:Z°§r
IØt~z{̀Z‹Z0+6¹V

W{!õòzÇzizZwï

pŠ$+s7ÔŒÛWVÃ$+wŠï�
ƒñ¾Šgz¢©-<é

EG
GXÈwx"Â=!

ZyÝñV»tÝì	**³ìÂ[

	2C7ñðÃÝòÆ§&!

)Z¿ŠX¢[æ(
ZDwä¢©-<é

EG
GXywxÅZk"Â?,õòzÇzizZwïÆÜsZ´ykBHåX~W`W\Æ‚ttÎZw

ǵeLƒV	Šzgq¢~ÌªZå,œ~ÆW¸i~ZDw»Zq-œ~¬zZÑZ´yZÏ§bñW,ìc*7XHõòÔÇÔ

izZwïZzg¢§;5é
EGXGywxÅ"Â?~¼�ÛtWc*ì?¢[æ„ÅZq-ZzgÄZ}cwx6,ÂzoƒgìÏÔÄZyì

38



Z}cwxgÌzgÓ{
$§:ö
EGXgh

°Š™÷~âZñH~»
ZvgÇ¾}�ZâVÃs#Ö

Š}ZyÃ$pŠ(Ë,pŠô~»
ÂZyÃ2{g{”°Æ§j
f[ä2c*Z7®h¤/~»
ŠwÂhˆZy»Šzœ-VÅÝò
ŠZgzÃðÎaZyÅ6,.VÃ~»

pŒÛãZq-œ~»Š/t!*zg™Z@*ì	cwxZC§i¿ps™ä6,WâŠ{z»g7ìXÂHëcwxÃZsx
»ZYg{ŠZgt™Mh�?Z¤/�Z[Ô~ìÂQ…ZDwÆZ´ykBÅZÌZzg)~se$6,̈g™**ƒÇXZkK

~…„ZDwÅgzÝ~¼ZŠZâ]Å§sÂzŠ´ƒÏXZDwÃZkZ%»(,~”]Æ‚BZˆkg;	›yZÒe$

Æoc*çÑ}Ã�Û‘zZgZ:ãCŠzV6,‡ìèI¤/zƒVc*èI(Ï)oVÆ¦gZ]ÆjZá7HYYXZsxÅÇ

gzbWiZŠpŠUgi0+ÏÆ$+s»çVZzg].h+Exz.yÅ½,ZXŠZ]ÆZW,Z]Zzg}òÐÇîg6,WÙ›yçÑ}

ÆZ½¦f‚~WDg{ƒ$ËìX:Z½¦ù]ÐÐƒñZzgŠZ#ÖÆyg~¤/ëgèIgÉÔ	MVä**ŠZ·
îg6,�Zsx~ÌZq-§b»LLGóó‡ì™1ì	TÅZ¤®)¾îgÑixƒXZkz‰Ü0*Îy~$+¬Ð�Û‘zZgZ:
ãCŠzV6,Z2ZgZzgÑ<ZsòÆZLZLZzgÎZz‡]Zq-Šzu}ÐJg[¦gZ]gppzZáèI¤/z{‡ìZzĝzs

�XZrVäÔª]Z0|tì	›yZÒe$ÆoÃZsxÆ**x6,k,âw¯äÅÃÒÑzq™g¿ìÔ"E

ñ-ÔZsxÆ!*g}~**¢¦gZ]Zzgh•&ZUÅyÔtZyèI¤/zƒV»ÀZU*XìZ7Šg6,Š{ZyÁÜÅ
u6,4Ô@*GZzg×e$qÝì�0*Îy~Zq-WiZŠpŠUg/g~Zzg#kçÑ}ÆªxÆZkyJ-»™ŠbeT
�XZDwäZk§bÅWiZŠzpŠUggc*„Æªx»pZ[Â7Š¬åXZyqÑ]~�Û‘zZgZ:ãCŠzV6,Z2ZgZzgè<Ø
Æ**x6,(„™äzZàÓx)oV6,0*È~¬Z+ÅYãecXZq-›yçÑ}ÅCÙ(Ï)®)Ô›âV~Zq-

gZñÅbŠZgƒCìX›yZÒe$Æo~Ë(Ï)®)»LLZsòóózZ**Ìoƒ¥x7ƒ@*XZk§sÂz
Š¶Å¢zg]ìXŒVZk!*]ÅÜZs#¢zg~¥xƒCì	ZDw»Šzgq¢ÆÜsZ´ykBÜs**ŠZy$ÕäOÆ
**³¦gZsxÆÜs„Z´ykB7åÔZkZ´ykBÆŠvUÌ¸XZy~ŠzU{mîg6,‡.Þf™�ÔZq-

¾[iŠÏªf[6,4ÆÜsZ´ykBZzgŠzu}²[iŠÏªZsxÃ²[CKz÷:ÆZW,Z]Ð0*u™Z**

2²[̧x6,4ÆIZsð6,ZíZtWöZW,Z]»{ØX›**È',RÆaZq-e{,WiZŠZzgpŠUggc*„»_c
: ™DƒñZDwä¹å	ZkWiZŠ›gc*„ÆªxÐ

"..... for Islam an apportunity to rid itself of the stamp that
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Arabian imperialism was forced to give it, to Mobilize its law, its

education, its culture, and to bring them into closer contact with

its own original spririt and with the spirit of modern times." (7)

ZDwÂZsxÆgz×n}Ã²[÷:zCKÅ¤/ŠÐ0*u™ä»pZ[ŠNgì¸ZzgŠzu~

(Zzg 8 §s)ZDw~�Û�{]Æik,ZW,„²[ä±6,4ÅgzlZC™Íc*gzbZsxÃsiẑÐïw!*CÙHX)
: Íc*ªtƒð

Õf[ÐIÅtªƒC
•}•}T§bÎäÃ™ŠêìÇi

)ågZ{,!*8-ŠgZ(

ÜÄZsðÆÜsZ�Û8-Å@*Gz×e$Æ‚B²[̧x6,4ä¬ÝZsxÃT§b•zV~„HÔ¬Ý
ZsxW`J-ZkÆaZ™Š{rT$z)]ÐÖgZqÝ7™eX²1VÆZk(Ï§i¿äZsxÅzu]&

: ¸]Ãêzb™ÆgÄŠc*Zzgz{Zk|Ã�ÛZñl™ÆTÅ§sZDw!*g;áz™D�
" ..... Islam is neither Nationalism nor imperialism but a

league of Nations which recognize artificial bourdaries and recial

disinctions for facility of reference only, and not for restricting the

social horizon of its members."(9)

£xZ\kì	Šzgq¢~Ì¬Ý²[CHVÆik,¥sìZzgtKÐ‡‡Üì	z™ÁÖ~»
(10 ÑiòÈZíZt1Å;-ö XEƒZ™@*ì**	ZâZ`1Å;-ö XEX)

ZDw¬ÝZsx~#zzm¸x6,4ÆgDyÆÜsZ´ykB™D�XŠzgq¢~tkBZK7g~

se$Æ‚BYg~z‚g~ìXZDwäZKczsš~L:p!*h+™ŠZ}Z̧ZxÑtó~$ÒïGL²ÔÆgcZzggDy6,Zq-

ÄZyz-HìXwsP!*Z#Ö²Ô,ZkÄZyÆ'ZDw²1VÃZyÆ�á0+Zgâè»jZ!ŠnqwÆ	Z�Û8-ÐG

: ™gì�
Z}iZ\È�Û�"¸

	;ŠgWZZzô
7À)4ø

GI
CÙ¸xgZ"eg{™Š

zu‹Z²ZÒVœ0*g{™Š

@*²[ŠgIŠZOëŠ
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W�Vq-ŠxZâVZzgZ0+ZŠ

)w±P!*Z!ïGL²ÒV,:p!*h+™ŠZ}Z̧ZxÑt(

Šzgq¢~Š*ñZsxÆZ½¦rT$»{Ø™äÆaZzAŠxÆîg6,›y˜´~CK,
÷:ZzgCÙ§b,—W%Z:ÓáVÅ(gZñ/gÐ‡ìWiZŠzpŠUgÓáVÆªxÃe¯**ƒÇXŠzu~kBxÆ
ẐEgCÅ@*Gz×e$Ðz�Š~W}zZà²[!*Š�áRVÃgŸ»gZ:îg6,ZMZgÐŠSnŠZgƒ™ZMZgúZxÆjZá™
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