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Dr. Shahid Igbal Kamran
Head department of Igbaliat, AIOU, Islamabad
Igbal’s Proclaim of War against modern era

During the twentieth century, Igbal was the only and powerful voice which invited
the west to a dialogue. The Persian book of verses, named Payam-e-Mashriq
which was published in 1923 meaningfully showed this. After fourteen years, Igbal
proclaims war against the modern era and emphasizes the need to use the,
Zarb-e-Qaleem' to improve the present situation. Subsequently Igbal also wages
war against the three main trends of that era, firstly against the understanding of
Islam of incompetent and ignorant religious scholars and their political strategies,
secondly, against the ' war strategy' of the west and due to this their effort to
change the world order. And thirdly against Arab nationalism. Igbal thought that
by using logic, proof and the ' Zarb-e-Qaleem' these three trends could be

overcommed.
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" You know that the ethical training of the messes of our
community is principally in the hands of a very inefficient class of
Moulvies or public preachers, the range of whose knowledge of
Muslim history and literature is extremely limited."(3)
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" Never in our history has Islam had to stand a great trial
than the one which confront it today. It is open to a people to
modify, reinterpret or reject the foundational principles of their
social structure, but it is absolutely necessary for them to see
clearly what they are doing before they undertake to try a fresh
experiment."(4)
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" Is religion a privat affair? would you like to see Islam as



AY

a moral and political ideal, meeting the same fate in the world of
Islam as christianity has already met in Europe? "Is it possible to
retain Islam as in ethical idea and to reject it as a polity in favour
of national politics, in which religious attitude is not permitted to
pay any part?"(5)
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" Pass from matter to spirit. Matter is diversity; spirit is
light, life and unity.One lesson | have learnt from the history of
Muslims. At critical moments in their history it is Islam that has
saved Muslims and not vice versa. If today you focus your vision
on Islam and seek inspiration from the ever-vitalising idea
embodied in it, you will be only reassemblinge your scattered
forces, regaining your lost integrity, and thereby saving your self
from total destruction." (6)
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"..... for Islam an apportunity to rid itself of the stamp that
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Arabian imperialism was forced to give it, to Mobilize its law, its
education, its culture, and to bring them into closer contact with
its own original spririt and with the spirit of modern times." (7)
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..... Islam is neither Nationalism nor imperialism but a

league of Nations which recognize artificial bourdaries and recial

disinctions for facility of reference only, and not for restricting the

social horizon of its members."(9)
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- The Muslim Community, a Sociological Study, Discourses of Igbal,
Compiled and Edited by Shahid Hussain Razzaqi (Lahore: Igbal
Academy, 2nd edition, 2003) P:62

- Presidential Address to the All India Muslim Leege, Discourses of Igbal,
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P:78,79

- Presidential Address to the All India Muslim Leege, Discourses of Igbal,
P:79

v- Presidential Address to the All India Muslim Leege, Discourses of Igbal,
P:99,100

Z- Discourses of Igbal,P:84
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9- Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam,
P:126
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