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Iqbal and Jamal-ud-Din Afghani 

This essay is an attempt to highlight the everlasting impact of Syed Jamal-ud-Din

Afghani (1839-1897) on Allama Muhammad Iqbal (1877-1938) in particular and

on the contemporary Muslim world in general. In this connection I have focussed

on Iqbal's Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam and portrayel of Syed

Jamal-ud-Din Afghani and discussion of his religious and political ideals in the

sphere of mercury in "Javed Nama". I have come to the conclusion that this

outstanding ideologist and political activist of the late nineteen century Muslim

world is as relevent today as he was in his life time.

_______________________
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',k¶X-V™*ñZsxÆZkgz×*g}»¾z[Zq-6Zzg@*¯uÎg`ÆƒqÅtKg]0ŠHXZjãä™*ñ

ZsxÅ§‹âÅ{§Z˜´~°zmc*{zÈÅi0+Ï¬™Dƒñ(,~;ðZzgZ•ðZìuÆ‚BZK%gÐ

�»x1åZDwä$Òï OGLZsðÅËZg~ÔMiZŠ~ZzgF,¹»	̧Û9ZL̄ÐuZ�xŠc*ìX

ZDwÅ„~ZzgÃc*C›zú~±)wZ−+Zjã»éyå»g	Ûâg;ìXZDwÆ4,Šq-LL±)wZ−+

âVÅâŠ~Zzggzqã?0+ÏÆñçq6,H]�ZCÙ́1zÆ óó› )1( y¸ ZjãFZ±gÐ’<å XLq¢ÆxF,+›

QVñ‰PÎZÑ]Æ�Z[~ZDwä±)wZ−+ZjãÃZLÇ»ƒÐic*Š{F,¹c*C›yŒÛZgŠïz‰Ü–å:

"Strange are the ways of Providence. One of the most advanced

Muslims of our time, both in religious thought and action, was

born in Afghanistan. A perfect master of nearly all the Muslim

languages of the world and endowed with the winning eloquence,
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his restless soul migrated from one Muslim country to another

influencing some of the most prominent men in Persia, Egypt and

Turkey.....He wrote little, spoke much and thereby transformed

into miniature Jamal-al-Dins all those who came into contact with

him. He never claimed to be a prophet or a renewer, yet no man

in our time has stirred the soul of Islam more deeply than he. His

spirit is still working in the world of Islam and nobody knows

where it will end."
(2)

Šg`!*ÑTg~ZDwäH]1zÃ&ZñgÅY+$ázHåXZÍwt�H]Y›âVÅ?0+ÏÐß

}òZ~.:™}ZzgSk|6,̈g	ÛâN�Zz!„z¿ÆZ±gÐ’<å XLq¢ÆƒÐ(,}F,¹I›yÔ)wZ−+

ZjãÔä™*ñZsxÆ?0+{F,+8Šõ
EOÔZjjîyÔ~6,zgl0*ð¶XŠzxt�±)wZ−+ZjãÅ"ugzbZq-Æ

Ẑq-›y�Ðj[zZgó]™Cg„1CÙ�~ZsxÅZz!gzbÃËZgZzgÖÅZq-)®)Ã»g™C
¬ˆXÎxt�CÙPM`)wZ−+ZjãSk™*~7�@*ëQyÅs[gzbM`Ì™*ñZsx~u¤/Ä»gìX

ZDwäZLo]qzVÆ**x¼Šèo~±)wZ−+ZjãÃyZ•o]7™Dz‰Ü’<å XLq¢»
ƒÐ(,Z&CåEOŠŒÛZgŠc*ìXšµQyÅi0+Ï™*ñZsx~(ÏZzggzqãZz[Å'.5é GEO~åZq-ZCZƒÚÐ

~ZDwSk|6, Reconstruction „g]g„ìXZsx~Š´„Å5úÆñçq6,ZKàÒMÃt"
**ÑVŠ3ðŠï��±)wZ−+ZjãÃi0+Ï½ZðzjyÆz{Ï]Lx:MnX~z{ZKZ¿Š~„Ã%1oZ0+Zi

~7™MhXQyÆìw~:

"The man, however, who fully realized the importance and

immensity of the task, and whose deep insight into the inner

meaning of the history of Muslim thought and life, combined with

a broad vision engendered by his wide experience of men and

manners, would have made him a living link between the past

and the future, was Jamaluddin Afghani. If his indefatigable but

divided energy could have devoted itself entirely to Islam as a

system of human belief and conduct, the world of Islam,

intellectually speaking, would have been on a much solid ground
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to-day."
)3(

ZDwÅt'.5é GEO�»l±)wZ−+ZjãäZKÓxF,&&™*ñZsx~„zŠZø»Zz[',0*™ä~

Üs™Š~ƒ'�Ska‹]0™g{̂�±)wZ−+ZjãÅZÍBÂz$ÒïGLZsð~(ÏZz[',0*™ä6,
%Ãig„¶Xz{‰h+zZ§YÅ{§%ÍzÂÄ(„Å“zg6ÃZ•ðZëìw™D¸XOç(,~uJ-SÏÑÆ
”w~u¤/Ä¿gT¸XZKZ4u¤/ñVÆ!*)̄Q7{zÈÅZfe$ÐÌ¦/g**7,ZZzg°zmÆ±Z[Ð

ÌX~Ske~m9781Y~̂ÐQyÅ"Š½ÅVwÃ»°&ƒVXÂ=0*�á±)wZ−+ZjãZzgQyÆzW

7ÒªîG0ZW,Å$+zª}.$ðGLÅ̂µ6,́ƒñ¸XZMZg~MäÐ¬Â=0*�áäz°{Hå�z{̂~±)wZ−+

ZjãÅ?m,™Š{Z&q]**Ç™Š,ÐXSyZ&q]ÆÎfÅY+$ZÍBŠxZq-úÒ{ZÔ»ªxåXtZ&q]Xi{

ZÔÆfg)„**Çƒ**‰XZ#	ÛZ÷Zzg',¤6ÔCÙŠzä�ƒ™Â=0*�á6,Š!*îeZÑ�z{ËÌnÅúÒ{Ó#Ö‡ì:

™,ÂQkä-g\ÅSyZEg~¤!VÅpÛŠ~Å{§±)wZ−+Zjã„Ã̂Ðïw!*CÙHX

±)wZ−+ZjãIZsðÆZ˜´~Wñ�Ó#ÖZzgúÒ{0*gŸÆªxÃŠ*ñZsxÅ§‹

âÅY+$ªŠxŒÛZgŠï¸XZyÆìw~›ỹ´~].h+/g~ÂxÅF,zóZsxÅÇgzbÃZiaçLâŠgc*Ä
™äZzgu¤/x¿¯äÆaÑixìXZkÑÆ”wÅ{§ZrVäŠ*ñZsxÅdËZg~Zzg(ÏZg»Y~

@*g]™ŠZguZ�xŠc*åX›ysvzCuZzg›ỹ´~u¤/x»gf!‚%Z`ÔCÙŠzÔZyÅSyZ&kÔ‰h+~Zzg

Zz!u¤/ñVÐå{`gìXOçZ7Zq-ÆẐq-›yoÐ°zíƒ**7,ZX

~ŒV̂ÐZyÅ°zmÆZò[Òy™Šb»°&ƒVX̂Æ**ñg¬ÝŠ+·gægŸäZLik,

ZŠZg]̀h+{LLZ‚góó~–ì�LL±™r#ÆÜsŠZ#ÖIìcä&(,}(,}Z²Zâ]¬Z+K¸:ZÍw:z{�»
Dic*Š{gnp�XŠzx:z{‰Z,gÎxz�Z+Å0*È~ÐZïg™D��úZxÆ4,Šq-Š+»bzŒÛZg0*`�XÎx:Zy

ÆZÒcz»gè<ØÅ§sÐ"Âz�XZyZ²Zâ]»�Z[±gægŸätŠc*ì�Zk~ZyìcÅ‚—F,šM»
ŠZ#ÖIZzgÇ6,„fYÆ‚B‚B›y˜´~»g	Ûâ )4( ]gìX±™r#ÐgZ‚Zk»f)ŠZg7Xóó

‚%ZY¢ð
GO'Ì)wZ−+ZjãÆrT$Åf)ŠZg‰X

±)wZ−+ZjãZ¤/Zq-§súÒ{Ó#ÖÆªxÃ(ÏZz[»ª%³BÂ̧Šzu~Y+$ZK̈ã
Ex~æ¹Zzgf!Å„ÃßŒÛZgŠï¸XQyÅÃ~ÓxEx»”w›âVÅãCŠ~¢zg]ìXeZËZâg¦ä

ZL*y>ZyLL)wZ−+Zjã»£xóó~SkZ%Å¶K0+„Åì�LLZjãÆ(¦gZ]~ëZq-Z,�Å
¡ŠÙ�Tä«!*g›**È¬ÝÃ].h+‚³½Å”h+¶Å§sÂzŠÑðXZyÆ(»[~ExZsðÅ
½Æ‚B‚B6Ô¢]Ôm@*]Ôgc*èÔDy+z){6,Ì7gZ7gZizgŠc*ŠHìXZjãZyŠZ#Ö6,„ÔgzZîèI
fY~Ð7�̧òZ§YÆaÜs�Z+ÅŠg4c*„ŠZ]Å0*È~ÅS„Ãƒ¼™fe�XZjãTŠgŠ+
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Z,Â"–q}ŠvZ„

aVOVŠggÄYVŠvØŠ

YVaŠv”˜VŠvØŠ

éh©yzëaZ„Z,

i0+{z0*g{zÍc*„Z,

Z0+gz¼k,;ñ¾[zÑt

u“ïGLZ0+6aZÁa',t

)wZ−+Zjã™*ñZsxÅËZg~ÔZ�ŠZzgMiZŠ~Å{§QÞ,œ~ÅƒÐ(,~ÔƒÐic*Š{¢›é EOw

ZzgƒÐ(,~Zz!,¸X´)ZDwäQyÆ„z¿ÆéyÃ��,œ~„7ÉMäzZàFœ-VJ-
$ÒïGLZsðÆaéÈÚ¯äÅ{§ZLZz!ìÑ]ÃQyÅi!*È;F,)yÐÒy™ÆSk|»&4èEGOEo]

7Hì�Sk™*ÐQJYäÆÌ̂QyÆZ&kÔZ§ðZzgZz!${ð
G

OgZ]Å=q~gziZ‚ÛzVZŸ†ƒ@*`Mg;

ÆZ!ò From Afghani to Khomeini äZL£!>Zy (N.R. Keddie) ìXZ%Oe°&Àö ELÔMgÔO~

cZ¤/Zs~´)ZDwÆSkìwÅ'×h+@*G™C�XQyÆìw~:

"Today both liberals and Islamic revivalists find appeal in Afghani,

and publication of biographies of him and books by him has

revivalism, in Iran and elsewhere. His stress on Islam as a force

to ward off the West and to strengthen Muslim peoples through

unity, his call for reforms and changes under the banner of Islam,

and his attack on those who side with the West or otherwise split

the Muslim community are all themes that found a long and

continued succession after him. His activist, ani-imperialist

version of Islam is one that still has a great appeal among a wide

variety of Muslims."
(6)

‚%Z`ŠÔÔZ§áIZzgw"ìGOGS›âVÆa)wZ−+ZjãÆ�x~tæ-g\ZzgZ%MÆ
(Ï‹t»gzVÆa¡÷Zzgps»:L0_ìXOç&Àö ELMgO~É¼Šf!âCÙ#èGEL((])wZ−+Zjã
ÃZk,Zã5,ZŠÛU*"$™ä~™zgÅÃhc*VÑä~̂zs�X&Àö ELäZq-Ðic*Š{p}~ŠZ›ïŠïƒñtU*"$
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šµ±)wZ−+ZjãÓxF,	Û‘zZgZ:)´Ð—z!*Ñ$Òï OGLZsðÅzu]ÔMiZŠ~Zzgu—~Å{§’,ç N½u¤/Ä¿
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2. Speeches, Writings and Statements of Iqbal, Compiled and Edited by

Latif Ahmad Sherwani, Lahore, 1977, Pp. 230-231.

3. The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Edited and annotated

by M. Saeed Shaikh, Lahore, 1986, p.78

LLZ‚góó¢ŠzxÔ9981YÔ™542XfZ!egÖÏWŠòÔZsxZhâeg4,xZyZ+C43ï GEGFHÔZgŠzF,ÀZiñÑ**†ZØ‚´ 4

>ZyLLZsxZzg’q-‰Š̂~óóÔÑƒgÔÍ0+ZgŠÔ™9X

g‚!LLÎk,ZóóÔÑƒgÔÑg{52Ô™02 5

6. An Islamic Response to Imerpialism: Political and Religious Writings of

Sayyid Jamal al-Din "al-Afghani". 2nd ed. Barekeley 1983, Pp.xiii-xxii).

7. Incyclopaedia Iranica, Ed. Ehsan Yarshater, Vol.I, 1985, Pp. 481-486

&Àö ELMgO~äZLZq-Zzg*y~–ì:  

"Sunni Muslims are often reluctant to admit that al-Afghani was

raised in Shi'i Iran and did not tell the truth about it. In fact,

however, he was operating in a Shi'i tradition of self-protection

and apparent ly feared repercussions f rom an Iranian

identification. Moreover, he knew he would have less influence in

the Sunni world if he were thought to be from Shi'i Iran. There is
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no evidence that he internally identified himself as a Shi'i, and his

Pan-Islamic thinking involved the reduction or removal of

Shi'i-Sunni conflicts." (The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern

Islamic World, Editor in Chief John L. Esposito. New York/Oxford:

OUP, Vol. I, 1995, p.27)
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