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Dr.Saima Iram
Lecturer, Department of Urdu, GC University, Lahore
Social Changes in South Asia and Earlier Urdu Short Fiction

The social change in South Asia which began in the latter half of the19th century
has left its imprint on every sphere of individual andcollective lives of its citizens.
The era combined the colonialadministration in South Asia with the technological
and intellectualinnovation which was taking place the world over. A strong agent
ofsocial change was the colonial administration's attendant need to turnthe
subcontinent into a region supplying agricultural produce to theBritish economy. It
led to deep transformation of the society. Thepaper tries to look into the impact

this phenomenon of social changehas made on the Urdu short fiction.
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Marx's view..... of the colonial regime was less benign. But as he
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saw it, while colonialism had brought devastation and much suffering

to Indian Society, it had also introduced capitalism into India and

thereby a new dynamic of social transformation that, utimately,

would be far more significant..."England”, he wrote,"has to fulfil a

double mission on India: one destructive and other regenrating___

The annihilation of the old Asiatic Society and Laying of the material

foundations of Western Society in Asia."(1)
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"First of all,in Britain itself, heavy protective duties were imposed to

keep the very competitive and high quality, Indian Textiles out of the

British market. The second factor was the closure of European ports

during the Napoleonic Wars that sealed off the huge European
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market for Indian textile..... a third factor, less visible, namely the

effects which the colonial conquest and appropriation of land

revenue by the colonial regime had on the internal economy and

urban demand inindia."(2)
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"On the Map of Mumbai Metropolitan Region Issued by the Region's
Development Authority, the Land beyond the eastern boundary is
marked as the West coast of India ...... It was not until the late
mineteenth century that Bombay started thinking of itself as an
Indian City. And even now there are people who would prefer it if
Bombay were a city state, like Singapore" £
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"Villages in the city, the visual shock of Bombay is the shock of this
juxta position ..... the continuous dim of the traffic, the stench of
bombil fish drying on stilts in the open air, the inescapable humid
touch of many brown bodies in the street, the searing heat of the
garlic "Chuteny" ....... The sea on all sides the palm trees, creeks,
rivers, hills, from the air, you get a sense of its possibilities" A
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"An Indian chronicler, writing in the early nineteenth century, who
remarked on the extent of Calcutta, the buildings of Jaipur, the
abundance of goods in Lucknow, thought that Dehli was chiefly
remarkable for its aadmiyat, its polished urbanity. And the culture of
Dehli was contained within its walls. Th culture ...... was ...... narrow -
mindedly urban, seeking protection within the city walls against a

surrounding barbarismJ!
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The "mohulla” sweepers went on strike again in 1889 ..... What gave
the sweepers confidence this time was the fact that there were no
bye-law under which they could be punished, and as education
(was) becoming more general and lawyers were plentiful, they were
aware of this" IF
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"Under British rule, the two cities acquired the typical colonial urban
developments of civil lines, with their tree-lined roads and spacious
bunglow, cantonments and a Mall Road thoroughfare .......... Lahore
was not only the administrative capital but also became the
headquarters of the North- Western Railway, of the third or lahore
Division of the Northen command .... Lahore was also the leading
educational centre of the north India" J©
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"Lahore's larger student and European populations lent it a more
cosmopolitan feel ... The city was the "Paris of the East". It ....

possessed a ... cafe society of students, poets, academics, and
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