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Dr Muhammed Haroon Qadir
Urdu Department, G C University, Lahore

Art of Biography and Urdu Literature
Biography is one of the various genres of Urdu literature. It is the elaboration of a
personality and events of life. It is an off shoot of History.Managib, Rijal, Seerat
and Tazkira all are the sub-categories of biography.Renowned biographers have
widened the scope of Urdu literature by improving upon the caliber of biographical

sketches.

Eo P LI Bk I T b 413 E L $8 D L S Do s St
IS f S T Sao s 3t T 2180 G A S st Eo e (I F S 5
e i S L U A AP B 5t b in
"The history of particular man's lives." }
Bt D
"The History of the lives of individual man as a branch of
literature."
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"Boigraphy, narrative which seeks, consiciously and
artistically, to record the action and recreate the personality
of an individual life."
Biography may be defined as the account of and actual life." &
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"Biography is of teh vaious kinds of narrative writing, that which
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is most eagerly rend and easily applied to the purposes of life." 1
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"The new biography, in consequence was after the record of
the inner life, the relation of previously unsuspected aspects
of character." £
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"Which tell not how any man balance great but how he was
made happy, not how he lost the favour his prince, but how
he became discontented with himself." A
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"Most first-rate biographies have been written by persons
sympathic to their subjects." 8
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"Every biographer projects, his own prepossessions and
desires to his conception of the carrier of his hero." /¢
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"Most valuable are the subjects own writings of course no
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one else know as much about as he himself knew.
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"A diarist easily falls in the habit of recording certain types
of feelings and neglecting others perhaps equally common,

therefore leaving a record that is essentially unbalanced." J
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"Letters show a man in one from of interection with his
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contemporaries, and thus offer insights into his personality
that more self centred personal document do not." )"
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"Style is the man himself."|®
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"Heigt of style is the echo of a great personality." /"
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"Nor can one word be changed but for a worse." /9
e Sty i wsy
"Proper words in proper place." f*
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"The great charm of all biography is the truth, told simply,
directly, boldly, charitably." I
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John, A. Garraty, The nature of biography, p.198
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