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 Dr Muhammed Haroon Qadir                                                                    

Urdu Department, G C University, Lahore 

Art of Biography and Urdu Literature

Biography is one of the various genres of Urdu literature. It is the  elaboration of a

personality and events of life. It is an off shoot of History.Manaqib, Rijal, Seerat

and Tazkira all are the sub-categories of biography.Renowned biographers have

widened the scope of Urdu literature by improving upon the caliber of biographical

sketches.     

_______________________

TgŠzZŠ[ÅŠvZ0sÅ§bÎZöóg~ÆZg»Y6,ÃeZàYñÂZ’Z~ZÐ@*gõÅZq-�ác¦gHY@*     

åXf[~ÌZq-æ]J-@*gõZzgÎZö~Ãð�ÛtgzZ:g3ŠHX,ƒ,œ~ÆÛWy~ÎZö/~ÃZŠ[ÅZq-

x�»ŠgzqÝƒZXegZàyª¿åTä3861Y~«!*gÂLLÎZö/~óó1CÅ°pÅXz{Òy™@*ì:
"The history of particular man's lives." 2C

WxgeeÖ~~ÎZö/~Å°pZk§bÅ̂ì:
"þThe History of the lives of individual man as a branch of

literature." 3C

ZK̈ebc*',&41¹é HGEZzgZ%k**~ÎZö/~Åfs~–ƒZì:
"Boigraphy, narrative which seeks, consiciously and

artistically, to record the action and recreate the personality

of an individual life." 4C

Biography may be defined as the account of and actual life." 5C

Y$jè
E

EÆìw~ÎZö/~ŠvZ0sÆ£«~i0+ÏÐic*Š{ŒÛd$ì:  

                   "Biography is of teh vaious kinds of narrative writing, that which þ
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is most eagerly rend and easily applied to the purposes of life."  6C  

Zy°¶VÐZ0+Zi{ƒ@*ì�ÎZö/~Ë,Æ̃ZjZw6,FFƒCìXÎZö/~Å].h+°pZK̈e

bc*',&41¹é HGE~-VŠg`ì:
þ"The new biography, in consequence was after the record of

the inner life, the relation of previously unsuspected aspects

of character." 7C

Íc*ÎZö/~Ë¿ÅaZöÐá™ñ]J-Æ{gYZzgŠZ½ÃZ̀)_.!*]zZˆ‚](6,ŒƒC

ìXÎZöógZq-FñgcÅ§b|ÃÉ™@*ìZzgZq-âCÙ!2gÅ§bŠÁd$cZt~Òy™@*ìXz{qÝ

ñZŠ»ZEwZk§b™@*ì�,èÃg{Æâz{wCðZzgŠc*-$ÅgzÝ~7g~W[z@*[Ð�{¤/ƒVX

Y$jè
E

EÆìw~»x[ÎZö/c*VñçqÔñZŠZzgZ0+Z¯Òy»@ZâZ`ƒC�:
þ"Which tell not how any man balance great but how he was

made happy, not how he lost the favour his prince, but how

he became discontented with himself." 8C

ÎZö/~~ñçqãCŠ~ZÌ»qïƒ@*ìXñçqÆZN[~ÎZöógÃŠZøÔŠc*-$Zzg)Y—Zg~Ð

»x¢8ƒ@*ìXÀ˜Z+,Ãñçq̄¯c*Y@*ìÎÎZöóg:ÜsY}ìÉXÐz{o]»ģÌg‚rìX
‰Zz‡]èImZzgY{zºÅpZéÌÎZöóg~Å’q-aZ™CìXŠ*Šzg~ÎZöóg~Æñç¬]À˜
),gÇÈŠ+ZzgqZ++Ó#Ö1̧z‰ÜÆ‚B‚B!*Š�á{̧òz(ÏZzgèI†]Æ‚B‚B�á²ÔZŠd$Ô3„Zzg¬x

ZK̈âV6,̄ZVä»gzZ`ƒäÎX
ÎZöóg»ñçqÃðÌƒZÐZLñçqÐŠpÔïmZzgĝŠ~Ì¢zg~ì:

"Most first-rate biographies have been written by persons

sympathic to their subjects." 9C

ïmZzgĝŠ~»ÈY—Zg~c*�{pZã7É‹zÆ™ŠZg»)Y—Zg~Ð_·Zzg,ÅE¦k,

‚tÑ**ìX)Y—Zg~ÆaWiZŠ„̄»ƒ**Z'çLÑixìX
ñçqÆZN[Æz‰Ü,Æ¦gZ]zÃc*]Ð_“»XÌÎZöógÃŠg7ƒ@*ìYèÎZö

ógZzgñçqÆÃc*]~°x_“ñçqÆõÍÃçT$~$+w$ËìXZkaÎZöógÅZLñçqÐf6

(William _“¢zg~ìXªË�á²ÅÎZö™Æn�á²~ÐŠpƒ**¢zg~ìXZke~z@!*],e
qì: Bayard)
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þ"Every biographer projects, his own prepossessions and

desires to his conception of the carrier of  his hero." 01C

ñçq�ÌƒÎZöógÆ_./zZˆk~”]ZzgW~Åg~�Zðƒãec@*�z{ZLñçqÅ
†]»îènXTÆañizVñZŠÆ‚B‚BZ0+Z¯Òy»ŠHƒ**Ì¢zg~ìX

ñçqÆZN[Æ‚B‚BñZŠÅZÌÌ7Ãg6ecZ,ñçqÆZN[ÐZA[',Úec

T~ñZŠ»”we:ƒXZk,»ZN[HYñ�úc*VƒX6,{§pZ{ñZŠñ�Šƒc*T»zZãZkyƒ@*

ìXZ+†]ÅÎZö/c*VŠNZzg$WñiƒC�XÅi0+Ï$ÒhÿÝz�ÛZiÐŠzegg„ƒXZkK~

LLÎZöógÃTn»ñZŠ�ÛZëHYñÇÎZö/~»£gÌZk0*ñ»ƒÇXóó11C eZËŸiÃy{—�:
ÎZöógZLñçqÆ0ñZŠ�ÛZë™äÆaZâ~.zVÐgZ‚™@*ìXpŠâ“’k,,Ô

gzi**ôÔc*ŠŠZÇÔèoZzgZÏâqÅŠv’k,,Zkfs~WC�XpŠ,ÆZ¸ZwzZqwÔ%gz™ŠZgc*®`z

øZ̀z){ÌæŠÇgƒD�XZx[ÔçÜ+ÔZ¶gZ]Zzgg‚bz){Æfg)Ì™r#ÎZöÆ0¥â]
�ÛZëÅY$Ë�XZkÆ´z{ÎZöógÅfZC¥â]Z¤/Zk»™r#ÎZöÐÃðŒÛRģg;ƒXŠzuzVÅ!*ÂV
6,ÌïÆˆZOŠHYYìX
Šg`!*ÑÒyK‰Óx–~.~ÐpŠâ“’k,zVÅZÌƒÐic*Š{ìYèZy~ZÒ(,~¥â]ïYC�1Zy

¥â]ÃWÅãK6,6,Ç%ZEw7HYYXYyXZ}X¤/ZLÒy™@*ì:
"Most valuable are the subjects own writings of course no

one else know as much about as he himself knew." 21C

»ìwì Verginia Wolf gzi**òVZzgc*ŠŠZ¤VÆ–g}Æ%,Ååye7Xzg�zz³

�c*ŠŠZÇ%A$™äzZÑc*ŠŠZ“~)ZgZŠ~îg6,ZLìÑ]Zzg™ŠZg6,ZÖgìw™@*ìXz{Òy™@*ì:
"A diarist easily falls in the habit of recording certain types

of feelings and neglecting others perhaps equally common,

therefore leaving a record that is essentially unbalanced." 31C

ÎZöóggzi**òVZzgc*ŠŠZ¤VÅæŠÐzZu]ÃF,KMzZg7™YìXpt¢zg~7ì�ZyÐqÝ

”{ñZŠ™r#èÎZöÅ,ÆCÙgcÃ7™nQÌzZu]ÃKZzg@*g:VÅ¤&~ZkñZŠÐæŠQìX
ÎZö/~ÆñZŠÅwÐèoÃætzf[ŠzâV(ZÌqÝìYèZyÐLL�ÛŠóóÅµŠgµ,

Æ0¥â]Æ´z{çÜ+ZzgZx[Æ0ñZŠÌMìX
þ"Letters show a man in one from of interection with his
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contemporaries, and thus offer insights into his personality

that more self centred personal document do not." 41C

ÎZöógÃèoÐñZŠqÝ™Dz‰ÜZyèo»ZN[™**ec�',ZÓgZ„ñçqÅ,6,gzÝeZs

ƒVXgzi**òVÔc*ŠŠZ¤VZzgèoÆ´z{ñçqÅŠzu~’k,,Zzg½k,,ÌÎZöógÅçzyU*"$ƒ$Ë�XËÌ

2gÅ’k,z»gk,ZkÆìÑ]Å½7g?kƒC�XèoÔgzi**ôZzgc*ŠŠZÇZ¤/ñçqÅŠàÝ]ÅWsŠZgƒC�
ÂŠzu~’k,,„~Zzg/&6V»èŠî�XÎZöógñçqÐ0¥â]™r#ñçqÆ{0+ZyÆŠvZ�ÛZŠÐ

ÌqÝ™YìXSàîg6,z{ñZŠ�{0+ZyÆË�ÛŠä�gc*ŠÇg%A$HƒXÎZöóg“ª]Ã̄gU¯È™}@*�z{

ZkÆfZCg8-ÐOW,:ƒVXZ,Z̧ZwzZg�áŠZ]É™}XÐ™r#ñçqÆZ°gZzg™ŠZgz%g6,gzÝ7,CƒX
çÜ+ÅÞŠ]ZzgñçqÐ0Z¶gzg‚bÆF,ZÚÌñZŠÅ�ÛZb~æŠÇgU*"$ƒD�X1ÎZö

ógÃZy’k,zVÆ:6,Š{›zo]c*Ð]zŠÐŠZðX™ºƒñ)_.!*CZzg‹c*CZ0+ZiZ(g™**ecXYè

Zq-ZZ0+ZgÎZöóg‡.ÞŠgÕŠÌƒ@*ìX
ZK̈ãi0+Ïç5]ÔzZu]ÔqŠU*]Zzg)b»ù·ìXÎZöógÆaZL‹zÅi0+Ï»©àÐ©à

zZ§Ìæg‚rìYèCÙzZ§™ŠZgÆË:ËU6,gzÝeZmìZzgZÒbz~¬]ÌZëñZŠÅ̂~‚tW'

�X@*ëÎZöógÃÜsZyzZu]»ZN[™**ƒ@*ì�,Å½7gy™ÃXZ¤/ÎZöóguŠgzo]q~Zzg

Y—Zg~Ð»xfeƒñZ,zZu]É™}�ZkÅÃ~?ƒVÂZ+ÎZö/~œZ‰ÜZzgCðÆ£gÐ¤/

YñÏXÎZöóg»�Ûnì�z{zZu]ÃZkplZ|!ÐF,KMŠ}�zZu]~g*zö‡ìgì1ÈZzg"Yy

zZu]ÆÒy~CðZzgZÖgÒyÅp!Ïz{ŠÌaZ™}�ÎZö~¦k,ÉÅªaZƒYñXÎZöóg~~

®̈ñçqZzgñZŠÆẐÌZ|[ÒyÃ„qÝìX
ZkìwÐZ·t™@*ì�Z|[Æfg)ÎZöóg (Buffon) Z|[ŠgZÝ,ÆZ[k»**xìX$©è EEE

Å,ÆZU‚tWD�:
þ"Style is the man himself." 51C

Z|[ÒyÐ:Üs'Å,»ZÖgƒ@*ìÉñçqÅ,ÌZ|[„Æfg)‚tWC

ìX(,~Ð(,~,!*z�ŠzZ�ÛñZŠÅñ�ŠÏÔÎZöógÅÃ@*{NZzg§¯ZŠZÅ$+yÐêzbƒ$ËìXYèZsß¾
Æìw~Z|[„,»ZYF,)yƒ@*ì: (L - Lucas)

"Heigt of style is the echo of a great personality." 61C

LLZ|[ÎZöógÅãKìXóó71C ZkK~eZËÃy{ŸiÒy™C�:
ÎZö/~~:Â‚Š{3^Z|[ÅRöƒCìZzg:„‡âãNÉÅX:
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„Z,Z|[ÅTÅãCŠÇ6,ƒXÎZöógǢ~@*iÏZzg(Òã„ÎZ¤
Z|[ÅÑiòÑoìXË£x6,tZˆk7ƒ**ec�z{ËŠ±c*ÈX

~Z{ƒZìYè,X„ŠHYV:ƒZ|[»7ŠgZ6‡g~ÅŠp»

™Š}ÇXZ|[~�áŠZ!Zzg.Æ‚B‚B¡%ZA$»7gZ7gZìwg3Y@*
LLZ|[~ZÖpÅF,KMzZN[»D(,~ZÌ ìX�gZ£Ãgz¹Æ4,Šq-:

g‚rìXóó81C

ÅgZñ5±ƒ: (Homer) ZN[ZÖpÆŸ~ƒ%

"Nor can one word be changed but for a worse." 91C

Î$©ï JEHäZ|[Å°pZyZÖp~Åì:
"Proper words in proper place."  02CC

ÎZöógÃZÖpÆZN[ZzgF,KMÅ§sSàÂzŠ´ecXx,¡Z|[ÅzzÐ"zwƒ
$ËìXáZiyZzgoƒZ|[˜VÎZöógÃ»x!Å2ßVÐë)g™@*ìÔz;VZÖpÆZN[ZzgF,KM~',C

ˆÑ6,zZ„,Ãêzb™}c*:™}ÎZöógÃ¢zggÎZ™$ËìX¿t�ÎZöógÃZq-ZiqgÅ§bÐ]z
o]Æ_.!*]Ð—ƒ™)Y—Zg~Æ‚B‹zÅ,Å9Š¦k,É™ãecYè–w�yZ}�ZL:

"The great charm of all biography is the truth, told simply,

directly, boldly, charitably." 12C

Šzu~Z0sÅ§bÎZö/~ÌZq-ZŠ!�ìZzgCÙi!*yÆZŠ[~Sà%ûÅqïg„ìXpŠâ“

ÎZö/~»ŠgzÌZkÐÁ7ìXŠzâVÅ=q7Vg„ìXpŠâ“c*W\m�ÎZö/~Åz{̂ìT~

ÎZöógÅw‹zÅƒCìXgzi**òVÔc*ŠŠZ¤VÔkKMZzĝ**ñVz){»ÑgpŠâ“ÎZö/~Æ{xñZŠÅ
wÐƒ@*ìXŠ9tì�pŠâ“ÎZö/~ÃÎZöóg~~H£xqÝìX

ÎZwtZ½@*ì�pŠâ“¾uJ-CðÅqïìXW\m�™zZáÐÀ˜tÂµÅYCì�z{ZKi0+Ï
~gzúƒäzZázZu]ÃË¶z�Æ%Òy™}Ç1Z(Á„z̧q5+k,ƒ@*ìXZÒ!{3¨4è

EE
GEZKfZ]»öèäÆ

aI¾WgZðÐ»xfe�ZzgLZÎg~~ZK,Æ9ÝlÃZ½ä»ñµ7ŠïXZ+†]{w„ÃWN

ÏMVäÅg~îg6,ZK$zg~6,6,Š{eZ%ÅÃÒÅìXZkK~eZËŸiÃy{Òy™C�:

LLW\m�Zkz‰ÜåÔ»x[ZzgŠHƒCìZ#‹zZLfZCqÑ]ÃšÁz»„Òy™}zg:

zZu]Zzg»g**ñV~I¾WgZðW\m�ÃW\m�7ÉZY:¯Š}ÏXóó22C
W\m�~Cð**¦/k,ƒäÆˆ�ÎZw‚tZ½@*ìz{tì�Wc*W\m�Ã¬xÎZö/~6,F,ßqÝìc*
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7XZkŸ~Y$jè
E

EäW\m�ÃÎZö/~6,F,ßŠ~ìX¦Gy0+z~äpŠâ“ÎZö/~ÃÎZö/~Ðic*Š{
xCc*ìXOçz{LLkKM(óó%A$™DƒñW\m�Æ0Zk§bZÖ§ìw™D�:

LL@*g]ZK̈âVÆqÑ]Zzg™r#ÎZöÅi0+ÏY+»Zq-fg=ZyÅ!*Ç¤/Z°ZzgÎZö/c*V�X

pŠg|ÎZöóg»̄ZL‹zÅi0+Ï»�%µmìz{ÜsZkÆªCÙ~âz{wÅÕÙƒC
ìX¾»ÆZ0+g�gñizZuZg�ZzgXÐZÝ~LLZK̈+Móó„g]ìÔZyÅ¦k,ÉÆa�
g8-Šg»gìz{ŠzuzVÃx7WYXZK̈âVÅpŠâ“ÎZö/c*V)WI!*Ç¤/Z°(Zq-uJ-ZkÅ
ˆ°™C�Xóó32C

¿îg6,t¹YYì�pŠâ“ÎZö/~ËÎZöógÃ™r#ÎZöÆ!*mZuZgzgñiÃY+ZzgK~æŠ
ŠîìXZkÅæŠÐ,ÆCÙU»_·W‚yƒY@*ìXtz{WsìT~™r#ÎZöÅ,Æ}.z{w»@

Š¬YYìX‰pŠâ“ÎZö/-VÆ_·Æˆt³À_ì�Zy~)©àZÏsfZ]ZzgœtÍðÅÃÒ
ÅˆìXÇðÎZz‡]pŠâ“ÎZö/-VÃi0+{zYzh+™YCìX

‰ÎZö/c*V@*̀Z:£œÆ7ÃèYC�X@*̀Z:£œÆ��áùƒäzZàÎZö/c*VCÙi!*y
ÆZŠ[~zZ�ÛlZg~ñ�Š�XtgDy-g\~ƒÐ¬ZÞ,œ~~ÑzqƒZZzgZÏœ~ÆWyZzg�,

œ~ÆZzZb~ZgŠzZŠ[~ÌZkÅVB‚tWä'Z#Z,ñç¬]ÉK‰�¬Ð„̧òÔèIc*(Ï
à]qÝ™`¸XZknÅÎZö/-V~ÎZöógZKæÃ7Ãg‚rìXZknÅÎZö/c*VÃðÑÔ�Zðc*
_."ÅCðÅqï7ƒ'XZÒÎZöógñçqÆ0ñZŠ�ÛZë™äÅÃÒ„7™DÉ¦/ņ̃ZŠÃ‚tgÄ™5
ÎZö/~%A$™Šï�XZ%M~LLnóóZzggzk~LLšóóÅÎZö/c*VZÏfs~WC�²ZgŠzZŠ[~èI
ÎZö/c*VZÏ¼ÐmgBb�X

‰'Ó#Öz‰ÜÅpÛŠ~qÝ™äÆaÎZö/c*V%A$™D�XZkK~zAÔnÔ

Ç0+SÔ1zZzgZ0+gZÇ0+SÆ0’k,ÅYäzZàÎZö/c*VVwÆîg6,7ÅY$Ë�XZknÅÎZö/-V~

ÎZöóg®ZzgñçqŠzâVÆ‚BZ»s7™YZzgtqZyÎZö/-V~ÌÃWCìXLrg¼ßvZKÎZö
/~pŠ̄È™ZD�XZy»Ñ¸„**xz%ŠZzgà]ƒ@*ìXZk¼ÅÎZö~Ì'»ZLñçqÆ‚B

Z»s',Ú**eÏ!*]ìX
¬Ó:ÎZö/c*V̄È™äÆnÎZöógÃ‚A‚wñZŠÅ�ÛZb~Üs™**7,D�XzZu]ÆZN[

Zzgb×]ÆOîÆñWiâ%ZiÐ¦/g**7,@*ìXQÌ¢zg~7�z{Zq-»x[ÎZö/~ƒXZknÅÎZö/c*V
ZŠ[Ô(„c*ËZzgyZy~»g;ñúc*VZ�xŠ¶zZàoVÅèYC�XÅ,Zzg™ŠZgŠzâVåƒVXZ¤/

‹zÅ,!*¿ZzgÃu:ƒÏÂÎZöógÃZkÆ0ñZŠÅ�ÛZb~Š‰ÜƒÏXLLñZŠÅic*ŠCÌÎZöógÆ
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a)]aZ™CìXZôm,~ZŠ[~egÖeZgzyÅÎZö/~**oƒ¬]Æ!*)̄)ŠNg„²Y$jè
E

EÅ
ñZŠÅ½âgÆ!*z�Š¬]Zzgb×]ÆZN[Åp!Æ!*)̄®ÅcZ`0̂X (James Bose well) ¾!*kzw

ZgŠzZŠ[~qàÅLL§]èYzh+óóZzg(ÅLLZÖgztóóZÏîg/õÍÐ_m,ÎZö/c*V�X

c*ŠŠZÇÔgzi**ôZzg%Zs]ÎZö/~~{xñZŠ»»xŠï��ñçqÅpŠâ“ÎZö/~c*ÎZö/~
Å°xñ�ŠÏ~ZyÐZ.Š{HYYìXZy~Åg~c*)Åg~îg6,'Æ™ŠZgz%g6,gzÝ7,Cì²èoc*
%Zs]»tŠgz7ìXèo~¯[ZDZzḡ[ógÆ!*b©]Å½7g¡ƒCìZzgCÙ¿¸̈"7ƒY�

èo~ZKf]Ã7æ{:gÄnX
c*ŠŠZ“~zZu]ÅwZŸ°ƒCìX'ZKi0+Ï»CÙZëZzg)ZëzZ§̄È™@*Y@*ìYèc*Š

ŠZ“âöÃtZ0+67ƒ@*�tËŠzu}Æ_·~WÃÏXZkaz{ZÒZL˜qÑ]Ì"ŒÐ̄È™@*Y@*

ì�Zk¿ÅÎZö/~Æa{xñZŠ½™ä»ñZ#‘W�X
gzi**ôZzg̀9c*ŠŠZ¤VÅÚic*Š{iƒD�Xc*ŠŠZ“âöÆ',@gzi**/ógzZu]Ã@*gõzZḡ

È™@*ìX‰Zz‡]gzi**ôZKŠpZzg6,»g~~c*ŠŠZ¤VÐÌic*Š{ZÌÆqïƒYD�XZôm,~ZŠ[~

Ægzi**ô42CZgŠzZŠ[~ZkÅ¡¦1Z�w~Ægzi**ô~ÃWCìX (Evelyn) ZzgZ-Þ (Pepys)î

zZu]ÅF,KMöZzgZ]ŠÆÒpÐtågzi**ôÅwg‚rìX
_5¼

÷GF(scatch) —%î»f™ZÒÎZö/~Æ‚BHY@*ìXtZôm,~ZŠ[Ð»gìXZôm,~~Â

ÆaZgŠzZŠ[~{�Ô—%îc*N¦k,z){ÅZ˜²gZò�XÎZöóg~Zzg{�óg~»/£gZq-„ìXÎZö
/~~{ÆÅRöƒCìp{Æ~ÎZö/~»Z0+Zi7MXÎZö/~~�ÛŠÅ§]Æ½ãÓxUîVÃZY¤/H
Y@*ìXZkÆ´z{ZkÆf~ZW,Z]ZëŠTZzg{gYZW,Z]ZzgZyÆgŠ¿ÆÒyÆ´z{¹ÐzZu]ÔqŠU*]�
ZŸ°wgnp�Ôik,cWYD�p—%µZk»37ƒYXZk~‹zÅi0+Ï»ÜsZq-c*PºmU

X�XeZË�á{ZÎZöóg~Zzg{�óg~»�ÛtZyZÖp~zZã™D�:
LL§]Zq-ŠxWŠx¦k,ìZzg—%îÜsn}ÆËZq-gcÐZq-Ñ

¿¡�ic*Š{F,%µógÆZL¦gÅF,)ã™CìXpt¦k,ZkÅÎú
1úZzģ]!-B5Ïî
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