rre
YLyl

Jﬁ?‘y‘ @SJ‘ cl V:‘“ﬁ"’.)‘ WJM

z“_;uﬁ;@mfi&q

Dr Jawaz Jafri
Head of Urdu Department, MAO college, Lahore

Historical and Creative Aspects of Prophecy
Prophacy is the oldest profession that has been popular through-out the world.
Ancient people used to approach the Kahens (Oracles) in connection with minor
problems of their lives as well as the national and tribal issues. Kahens were also
a link between people and gods. They represented the divine institutions both
verbally and in writing. Their words were considered absolute and could not be
challenged at any forum, The great tradition of Oracles extended from Egypt,
Syria, Lybia to Greece, Rome and England. Scores of male and female Kahens
guided people in both religious and temporal matters.
Ancient Egyptians and Romans did not differentiate between Kahens and
prophets and used the words prophets and vates for prophets, kahens and poets.
The sayings of Kahens were considered as a form of superior literature. Some
Kahens used to compile the collections of their prophacies like books of poetry.
Such books were very popular among the masses. The range of the subjects of
their prophacies extended from natural beauty, contemporary sensibility, war
strategy, spiritual and political guide line and divine wills. These prophacies have

documentary value as one can get the realistic picture the society of those times.
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