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Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi: Minto and Muhammed Hasan Askari

Saadat Hassan Manto, Muhammad Hasan Askari and Ahmad Nadeem Qasmi

were the most respected names among the scholars, critics, creative writers and

theorists of modern Urdu literature. Their contribution in shaping Urdu literature

through their powerful ideas and works is unparallel. Manto was one of the few

Urdu writers who both shaped and flouted the prevailing ideologies of his time

and depicted his ideas in a fresh voice to contemporary readers.

Askari was an important voice within the modernist movement but after

independence, he became increasingly engaged in the transition to and

formulation of Pakistani national culture and literature and then, near the end of

his life, went to some philosophical religious and metaphysical issues.

Qasmi was a major figure in contemporary Urdu literature His poetry stood out

among his contemporaries' work for its unflinching humanism, and his Urdu

afsana work is considered by some second only to Prem Chand in masterful

depiction of rural culture.

The aim of this article is to trace out the underling reasons and causes of

controversy that broke out between these three figures of Urdu literature after

independence on account of the role of Progressive Writers' Association in

Pakistan.
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