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Steps taken for Urdu by First Elected Assembly of Pakistan.

A Review

In 1950, the Province of West Punjab was renamed as Province of Punjab and as
a result of the general elections held in 1951 under the Pakistan (Provisional
Constitution) order, 1947, the Punjab Legislative Assembly consisting of 174
members was constituted. It held its first sitting on May 7, 1951 and met for the
last time on March 31, 1955. The Assembly held 114 sittings over 10 sessions
during its life of 4 years 5 months and 8 days and ceased to exist on the formation
of the Province of West Pakistan with effect from 14 October, 1955 under the
establishment of West Pakistan Act 1955 (PLD 1955 central status 277).
In this body, like its predecessor institutions Lieutenant Governor Council's (1897
to 1920), Punjab Legislative Council (1921 to 1936), Punjab Legislative Assembly
(1937 to 1946) and West Punjab Legislative Assembly(1947 to 1949), the
language question was raised and discussed by the representative. Majority of
them were in favour of adopting Urdu as a medium of expression in Assembly.
However, the Speaker's contention was that section 85 of the Government India
Act behind the members to express their view in english.This Article briefly

reviews the effort of the Punjab Legislative Assembly which it made for the



r
promotion and advancement of Urdu language. The article also highlights some
of the arguments that took place during the meetings of the Punjab Legislative
Assembly and presents the points of view of some of the members of the

Assembly regarding adopting Urdu as a medium of instruction as well.
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Mr. Speaker : Why don't you speak in urdu?
Mian Muhammad Shafi : Sir, | can express myuself better in English.
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If the honourable member declare that he can express
himself better in the English language, he can speak in
that language.[A]
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Minister : "l may be premitted to answer the question in English today."
AT Sy I a2
Minister : | will definitely make it a point, in view of the ignorance of the
honourable member of the English, in future to give answers in Urdu. But today |
should be allowed to answer the questions in English.
Chief Minister : | Would like to know in what language the honourable member
asked the question?
Malik Fateh Sher Jhumat : In urdu (laughter)
Mr. Speaker : Can the honourable Minister manage to do it now?
Minister : Not a present.
ug»ujjb/g,uuru!.?,ffgfanL/J?/MjimLﬁguﬁﬁéduyﬂw
[+]-ur s
l:/;g"’ugid?)/ﬁ);uf
Qe wzs 26 L S 15869 Lo F el S FIIS Pthin
I LS st E P LS &L e S s 12 Pk B
/,!J%ﬁjd/;g4diyut+@/ L ,»tgtu:upm&tww ;%r@f it ézc'_“()l"/( L rg’};d%mi%‘ﬁ
:Léug,,{JrfjJu’-pé_‘}‘w,.,mKu’-ggmrdjldjlguummyu
L el E S S P ST B
Chief Minister : | will be able to let the honourable member know a little later i
have made the enquiry.
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Mr. Speaker : Disallowed.
Chaudhri Muhammad Afzal Cheema : What special measure has the
Government adopted to see that intensive and extensive study of Urdu is taken
up in schools?

Mr. Speaker : Disallowed.
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Mr. Speaker : It is not for the Honourable Minister to do that.
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGE COMMITTEE
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGE COMMITTEE
Mian Abdul Bari : Will the Honourable Chief Minister be pleased to state whether
any arrangements have been made by Government for printing the translated
departmental books and official terms and phrases, including translations of other
books, done by the Official Language Committee, and enforcing their use in
offices and among the members of the Punjab?
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RULING REQUIRING SUPLEMENTARIES TO BE ASKED AND ANSWERED IN
URDU
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The rule is that members shall address the Assembly in the Urdu
language, but any member who declares that he can express himself better in the
English language or in any other recognised language.....
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Mr. Speaker : Resolution moved is-

This Assembly recommends to the Government to establish a Translating
section in the Punjab Legislative Assembly to transact all important books of
reference like May's Parliamentary practice and all Parliamentary terms and
phrases to facilitate the transaction of the business of the Assembly in Urdu
language.
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Mian Muhammad Shafi : Sir it is a matter of great pleasure for me.
Uble ep Are gnlunt/esThd Lol S80S Fro s TTesy 8P,
Ly Sesi S
Chaudhry Muhammad Afzal Cheema : On a point of order, Sir, | would request
the HonourableChief Minister and the Leader of the House to tell that honourable
memeber that he should not try to behave in a "Thanedar like" member from
which post he was dismissed long ago.
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The motion was carried.
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The motion was carried.
Mr. Speaker : Now that the motion to refer the draft amendment to a select
committee has been carried by the House, that next question is to elect 8
members of the Select Committee from among members of the Assembly
according to the principle of proportional representation by means of the single
transferable vote. These eight members will be in addition to the Deputy Speaker
and the mover of this amendment. | fix 4 p.m. on 26th November 1954 as the
time by which nominations for election to the Select Committee will be received.
In case it is necessary to hold an election, the same will be held on 3rd
December, 1954, during the meeting of this Assembly.[4+]
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