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I have no knowledge of either Sanscrit or Arabic- but | have done what |
could do to form a correct estimate of their value. | have read translations
of the most celebrated Arabic and Sanscrit works. | have conversed both
here and at home with men distinguished by their proficiency in the Eastern
tongues. | am quite ready to take the Oriental learning at the valuation of
the Orientalists themselves. | have never found one among them who
could deny that a single shelf of a good European library was worth the
whole native literature of India and Arabia. The intrinsic superiority of the

Western literature is indeed, fully admitted by those memebers of the
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Abstract

Islam and West are not two similar terms and a comparison between
the two does not seem reasonable. However, in the past history, the
medieval term of Christendom was replaced by the term "West" after
the secularization of Europe which gradually included America as
well; while Islam has been considered a synonym of Muslim world
and most of all Arabs. The image of "Islam" in West has been
negative right from the medieval ages till today. The colonization of
almost 90% of the Muslim countries in the nineteenth century played
a significant role in creating awareness among Muslims of the
oppression of their political and human rights and thus causing a
widening gulf between the two. Carl W. Ernst in his book Following
Muhammad: Rethinking Islam in the Contemporary World has
discussed in detail the conflict between Islam and west in the
historical as well as contemporary context. He has suggested
rethinking Islam in the cotemporary world after forgetting the
pre-conceived notions and images given by the authors of the
Crusades period or the Orientalists of the period of colonization. The
article gives a review of a part of the book.
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