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… thanks particularly for bringing to light that manuscript of Majmu'a-e Niyaz. I saw 

Professor Barker several times, and I had known him when he was still writing his

dissertation at Berkeley, but for some reason whenever I visited him at Minneapolis

he showed me hardly any of his manuscripts. Perhaps he would have after he had 

published his wonderful three volumes on Urdu poetry, but by then I was not going

there.                                                                                                                           

…to my best information, Sarojini Naidu was never known as Sarojini Das. Her 

maiden name was Sarojini Chattopadhya, as in fact the English article in the issue

tells us. Atiya was utterly wrong when/if she identified her Miss Das with SN. Also,
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as is well known, Sarojini knew Urdu very well, far better than Atiya, and might

have even known some Persian. I heard many stories of her appreciation of Urdu

poetry from Prof. Ale Ahmad Suroor when I wasa student at Lucknow U. Atiya,

sadly, plays with truth much of the time. Even the opening line of her introd. gives

the idea that she became ill soon after reaching England and remained ill most of

the time. Not true, as her book shows.                                                                       

Stephen P Cohen's name is misspelled every time it is mentioned. It is with an 'e'.

It's tragic that … (the reviewer) thinks his book should not have been translated into

Urdu or was done due to some conspiracy. Its first line mentions something called

the 'geographic wujuud'  of Pakistan and links it to Iqbal. According to his logic,

therefore, the Pakistan that came about in 1947 was not in accord with Iqbal,

because Iqbal had never included Bengal in that vision. At least the late Professor

Dani was more honest and informed in 1972. The review does not even quote from

the Urdu translation. At least that would have helped me get some sense of the

translation, how good it was. If he had a fight with Cohen, he should have written in 

English and published it in The Nation. He may not know but Brookings was set up

in 1916 by an individual; it has remained a non-profit, private organization, and

does not "work for the American Government" as … (the reviewer) says.                  

He quotes from Z A Bhutto in English on p. 352, then in Urdu adds something of

his own that Bhutto did not say. Bhutto was explicitly and exclusively speaking of

Pakistan, but… ( the reviewer) has to talk about the annihilation of the Muslims of

the sub-continent. I know that the Muslims of India are not quite Muslim in his view,

but surely the end of Pakistan, God forbid, would not mean the end of Bangladeshi

Muslims too.                                                                                                                

These are bad times, and sensationalism of that kind can be quite harmful to 

innocent people and young minds. Challenging the new imperialism requires new

and more balanced thinking, and not a rehashing of old slogans.                              

C.M. Naim

Chicago
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