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         Abstract

In this article, an attempt has been made to give an historical

account of the evolution of Fiqh-i-Hanafi and ifta' right from the

advent of Muslims in South Asia till ninetieth century. It is observed

that mostly it got official patronage even during the British Period.

The South Asia has a unique significance that as the majority of the

South Asians are Hanafis, so, the fatawa given in the light of

Fiqh-i-Hanafi are tremendous and countless in number.                      

The first Darul ifta' in South Asia was established in 1831 and

eventually this institution spread rapidly all over the region. With the

introduction of new technologies, this institution is being influenced

and a new history is being made in the field of ifta'.                              
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