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Abstract

This is a travel account of a fact finding mission sent to Hejaz by "All
India Central Khilfat Committee"”. The mission was comprised of
Zafar Ali Khan, Ghulam Rasool Mehar, Shoaib Quraishi, Muhammad
Irfan and Riazul Hassan. The author has gathered details from the
daily "Zamindar" and "Central Khilafat Committees" report in 1926.
The journey was started on 1st November 1925 and ended at
Rabigh on 18th November 1925.

It was the first phase, later on members of the mission stayed at
different Arabian cities till 25th January 1926; Arabia was divided
among wavering Shaikhdoms in the early 20th century. The main
contenders were Sharif Hussain of Hijaz and Abdul Aziz Ibne Saud
was a follower of Muhammad Bin Abdul Wahab.
When the civil war broke out in Arabia in September 1924, Indian
Muslims, including "Central Khilafat Committee" appreciated Ibne
Saud's move to oust Hussain from Hejaz.After capturing Taif and
Makkah, Najdi forces deservated the shrines and demolished some
graves of Prophets' companions. The sacrilegious activities created
uproar in India and most of Muslims were turned against Ibne Saud
and Najdis.

"Central Khalafat Committee" sent a Mission to Hejaz with specific
purposes of maintaining sanctity of Holy shrines, repair or rebuild
desecrated shrines and tombs and discuss future plans of
governance of Hejaz in accordance with Khilafat Committees’

resolutions.
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