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Abstract

'‘Early Urdu lexicography and bilingual versified dictionaries'’
By Rauf Parekh

Though Urdu lexicography does not have too long a history, it has
passed through certain early and preparatory phases. The earliest
phase of Urdu lexicography began around late 13th or early 14th
century AD with the appearance of local words in some Persian
dictionaries compiled in the Indo-Pak sub-continent. With the
compilation of bilingual versified dictionaries began the second
phase in, arguably, the 16th century. These bilingual versified
dictionaries were intended for students as word lists or learner's
dictionaries. These dictionaries explained the Persian words in Urdu
or the other way round.

A bilingual versified learner's dictionary was called ' nisab nama'.
Later, multi-lingual ‘nisab namas' were compiled which enlisted Urdu,
Arabic, Persian and, at a later stage, English words as well. The
basic aim of such 'nisab namas' was to help students understand the

unfamiliar and difficault words and increase their Persian and Arabic
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vocabularies.

This paper tries to resent an overview of early Urdu lexicography
with a especial reference to bilingual versified dctionaries or ‘nisab
namas' compiled in the early period of Urdu lexicography. The paper
also surveys the ways in which 'nisab namas' affected the course of
history of Urdu lexicography and the dictionaries that were to be

compiledin the later era.
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