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The Last Mughal: The Fall of a Dynasty, 1857

By: William Dalrymple, 2007, India: Penguin Books, pages 578
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So you get the picture of the court of the time. This is no dull, puritanical, wahabi

sort of centre of hypocracy. This is a lively court life.
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A dirty, miserable, old dog like this man!!

MG et AL S sl

The great Mughal still lives in the palace of his ancestors, if a ruinuous mass of
mud and dirt can be called such.
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The contradiction between these two opinions points to an age-old
ambivalence in the West's attitude towards the East. On the one
hand, it has been a source of inspiration, fount of an ancient wisdom,
a culturally rich civilization, which is far superior to and can be used
to reflect on the inadequacies of, our own. On the other, it is an alien
region of looming threat and impenetrable mystery, long lost in its
stagnant past untill rudely awakened by the modernising impact of
the West.
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Recent Hagiographical historiography has over-emphasized the participation and
the role of "Ulama" (Muslim theologians) in the Mutiny. While the influence of the
Ulama on the course of the Mutiny can be stated as minimal, some of them at
Thana Bhawan did put up some resistence against British, while some others in
Dehli, presumably under pressure from the Mutineer Bakht Khan, issued a fatwa
(edict) proclaiming holy war."
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Abstract

"The Last Mughal” by William Dalrymple is a historical narrative that
deals with a very sensitive issue of South Asian History. The War of
Independence, as it is described by some post colonial historians or
Mutiny, as called by most of the British writers, has been discussed
in this book, in the context of Dehli and the court of the last Mughal
Emperor, Bahadar Shah Zafar, the protagonist of the book.
Dalrymple has founded his thesis on the ideas presented by his
predecessors like Percival Spear and Aslam Pervaiz. He has a very
sympathetic attitude towards the Mughal King and has attempted to
prove that he, along with the elite of the Capital, was not involved,
neither interested in the riots initiated by the rebels of the British
Army. The reviewer has analysed his view point in the context of

past and present Indian and British writings.
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