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Abstract

Guldasta-e- Karnatak is a rare, famous and unpublished
Biographical Dictionary of Persian poets mostly residing in Madras,
South India by Hakeem Ghulam Musa Raza Khan Raiq
(1764-1832). It includes biographies of seventy Persian poets of the
age. All these poets were contemporary of the author and it was

written between 1794-1832.
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A manuscript of this Biographical Dictionary is possessed by Kutab
khana-e- Mufeed-e- Aam, Ehl-e-Islam in Madras. It was copied by
Mulana Muhammad Umar Yafai of Haiderabad and the last date of
copying was May 31, 1935. A highly reputed and distinguished
Scholar Dr. Mohammad Ayub Qadri (d. 1983), using this copied text
as a primary source, summarized and translated it in Urdu. Here this
unpublished and precised translated text with necessary

annotations is given as a rare piece of literary archival significance.
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