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This article takes a sustained look at Igbal’s intellectual roots in the conceptual
paradigm and poetic narrative of Islamic Spirituality or Sufism and navigates the
subject through the perceptive remark of Prof. A. J. Arberry, that,“Poets are the
unofficial legislators of mankind”, to investigate Igbal’s manifold relationship
with Sufism and to show that, through the poetic and metaphysical paradigm of
Sufism, he had played a prominent, in some instances indeed a leading part, in
that most exciting drama of modem times, the revolt against internal corruption,
and against external domination, intellectual as well as political. The article
argues that for Igbal, Sufism was a spiritual vocation and a system of repair.
Conflicting views about Igbal’s Sufi credentials and his normative relationship
with Sufi thought and praxis, as well as Sufi metaphysics and poetics have also

been examined.
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There is within us-in even the blithest, most light-hearted among us-a



Il
fundamental dis-ease. It acts like an unquenchable fire that renders the vast
majority of us incapable in this life of ever coming to full peace. This desire lies
in the marrow of our bones and deep in the regions of our soul. All great
literature, poetry, art, philosophy, psychology, and religion tries to name and
analyze this longing. We are seldom in direct touch with it, and indeed the
modern world seems set on preventing us from getting in touch with it by
covering it with an unending phantasmagoria of entertainments, obsessions, and
distractions of every sort. But the longing is there, built into us like a

jack-in-the-box that presses for release.r
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most exciting drama of modern times, the revolt against internal corruption, and

against external domination, intellectual as well as political.lr
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In the world of modern Muslim thought he stands alone. His Reconstruction of

Religious Thought in Islam aspires to a place akin to that occupied by

al-Ghazali's Thya Ulum al-Din ("Revivification of the Religious Sciences"). His

philosophical poetry is regarded by many Muslim scholars as a worthy

postscript to the Diwan and Mathnavi of Jalaluddin Rumi.!
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I claim that the philosophy of the Asrar is a direct development out of the
experience and speculation of old Muslim Sufis and Thinkers.......... It is only a

restatement of the old in the light of the new. "
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The twentieth century, the most barbaric in history, makes the myth of progress
read like a cruel joke. 160 million human beings slaughtered by their own kind;
more people dying of starvation in a single decade than in all of history up to the
twentieth century; epidemics in Africa and elsewhere; the widening gap between
the rich and the poor; the environmental crisis; the threat of nuclear holocaust-

the list goes on and on.

The crisis that the world found itself in as it swung on the hinge of the 20th
century was located in something deeper than particular ways of organizing
political systems and economies. In different ways, the East and the West were
going through a single common crisis whose cause was the spiritual condition of
the modern world. That condition is characterized by loss- the loss of religious
certainties and of transcendence with its larger horizons. The nature of that loss
is strange but ultimately quite logical. When, with the inauguration of the
scientific worldview, human beings started considering themselves the bearers
of the highest meaning in the world and the measure of everything, meaning

began to ebb and the stature of humanity to diminish. The world lost its human
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dimension, and we began to lose control of it.
ol
In the words of F. Schuon:

The world is miserable because men live beneath themselves; the error of
modern man is that he wants to reform the world without having either the will
or the power to reform man, and this flagrant contradiction, this attempt to
make a better world on the basis of a worsened humanity, can only end in the
very abolition of what is human, and consequently in the abolition of happiness
too. Reforming man means binding him again to Heaven, reestablishing the
broken link; it means tearing him away from the reign of the passions, from the
cult of matter, quantity and cunning, and reintegrating him into the world of the

spirit and serenity, we would even say: into the world of sufficient reason.
ar
This is echoed in Igbal in the following remarks:

The modern man with his philosophies of criticism and scientific specialism
finds himself in a strange predicament. His Naturalism has given him an
unprecedented control over the forces of Nature, but has robbed him of faith in

his own future.
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An other analogy can pull together all that we have just said and summarizes
the difference alluded to. If we think of traditional peoples as looking out upon
the world through the window of revelation (their received myths and sacred
texts), the window that they turned to look through in the modern period
(science) proved to be stunted. It cuts off at the level of the human nose, which

(metaphysically speaking ( means that when we look through it our gaze slants

downward and we see only things that are inferior to us. As for the
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Postmodern window, it is boarded over and allows no inclusive view

[AA]
whatsoever.

S G 7&»& (Jéﬁnwﬁd/lﬁ‘) S ufu.’?g b & Usedd Gl ﬂﬁ

P oot sf NS p e P umnIE LS p K670

Jt gl x Flre J'«u}u(}@é)ugu (Vo swe & 4L////‘L}‘.»t/=’f”

S g A U e UL o8 2o e ot Qo) i B 0T 5 B i e

SELGEUmg FE T Tk LS, fre $A S Ao

G faunlhi e fau Lo 8L &g z0ioa

W KU e NS L S AN S5 LA S 76 S i

U s

AL L8 S Pdide sb L QU (IS 9 e S i gy
Suri Zoas St F LF ek A1 Pt o e o S 1K B 136 TOUIGT
«cfnwl?u% S

$ee Gy Gy ULk U (Scientific) 5F Lotk SAE GAL e3P0l b L s 4
s e e e\ £ G ne i 68 200U L e < Scientistic
pe e b7 Pl des & FU f & K Qs sz 5615
ML Tl UG I ) €U e B &S 12 5P9 367 J‘[‘c’@ L
2K | St At Lot e e LUl b LA =6
(}% Sl :&lr fu! 23 ULz 2 s Tos f Z_Q @‘..E ‘U LL/‘)”@& 2Tl s
e UP a2 el £ G JEr e coamlb s aole andds 5oL 3 (511l
bt s Sl & oo dor P ol B st Ut 5 ol Uil
'

SEKU st L5 it Sl B i K i e S 6 S o 5 1,
ST e S Uit e L1 ssts 4 e 303515 Sl 1 S el 6 U1 -3 G Ul 314181
Gl b Fuy e o & el fale A E N S L 12 gt Lz sal & ey f
Mabu T Je 24
T FT I d 0,05 (60 60 st 2 S 2 5T idls Sl it



rr
U1 G 1 ol g K s st o 5 st BB 5 e T Do Gy ks
el
Qb o220 Fus e 10 St S5 2 - 5 T Qo 1 U et Jlov
Cp VLG D S (o Fn G0k (e P ol 2 I G IS ) e
&2y cep it L1 SR el dJ:Lbé/ Ve a2 &VL’ ﬁ teleonomy :usls Sluf
Fagbe o 7 Tdh e Mol = LG F*teleology /(‘a ETUE KoL T < tw LLi¥
U s Ay £ S e
AU e Fe o lnns 3 e cbb e Uied e gt el
-l
Lz I Uz Rl ks e L $ il s o
Sr 2SR S Ul gzl (n 7 e st L AP 5L E o ub
LK bbb L 1 (o Fe fe e
Cle A bhnuioty 2 e Qb U1 U (bt Mot e fo s e (0
e S Fns B sws ezt e b QL A g G5 s B
et U U ot o 2p S K AL (0 55 i e ot

Mt+ S Lﬁ))f

There is no doubt that the theories of science constitute trustworthy knowl-edge,
because they are verifiable and enable us to predict and control the events of
Nature. But we must not forget that what is called science is not a single
systematic view of Reality. It is a mass of sectional views of Reality fragments of
a total experience which do not seem to fit together. Natural Science deals with
matter, with life, and with mind; but the moment you ask the question how
matter, life, and mind are mutually related, you begin to see the sectional
character of the various sciences that deal with them and the inability of these
sciences, taken singly, to furnish a complete answer to your question. In fact,
the various natural sciences are like so many vultures falling on the dead body
of Nature, and each running away with a piece of its flesh. Nature as the subject
of science is a highly artificial affair, and this artificiality is the result of that

selective process to which science must subject her in the interests of precision.



Fr
The moment you put the subject of science in the total of human experience it
begins to disclose a different character. Thus religion, which demands the
whole of Reality and for this reason must occupy a central place in any
synthesis of all the data of human experience, has no reason to be afraid of any
sectional views of Reality. Natural Science is by nature sectional; it cannot, if it
is true to its own nature and function, set up its theory as a complete view of
Reality.
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In Igbal's view, if anything characterizes the modern era, it is a loss of faith in
transcendence, in God as an objective reality. It is the age of eclipse of
transcendence. No socio-cultural environment in the pre-Modern times had turned
its back on Transcendence in the systematic way that characterized Modernity. The
eclipse of transcendence impacts our way of looking at the world, that is, forming a
world view, in a far-reaching manner. According to Igbal's perspective,
Transcendence means that there is another reality that is more real, more powerful,
and better than this mundane order. The eclipse of transcendence impacted our way
of looking at the world, that is, forming a worldview? It was an issue of the greatest
magnitude in Igbal's opinion. He was convinced that whatever transpires in other
domains of life politics, living standards, environmental conditions, interpersonal
relationships, the arts was ultimately dependent on our presiding world view. This is
what was wrong with the presiding paradigm or worldview that his age had come to
espouse (/s 7~ #%). In Igbal's view, Modern Westerners, forsaking clear thinking,

allowed themselves to become so obsessed with lifes material underpinnings that
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they had written science a blank cheque; a blank cheque for sciences claims
concerning what constituted Reality, knowledge and justified belief. This was the
cause of our spiritual crisis. It joined other crises as we entered the new century-the
environmental crisis, the population explosion, the widening gulf between the rich

and the poor.
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For Rumi, Sufism was a spiritual vocation and a system of repair, a means of
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repairing the ills (Lﬂ( 7~ 23) of his times. Rumi took up the challenge posed by
rationalism in the mediaeval age of Islam. Can a similar claim be made for the
Igbalian project? Does Igbal, like Rumi, take up the challenge posed by the
modern age of secular modernity and materialism i.e. ¢/l 2* £3))? Would it be
correct to say that for Igbal, like Rumi, Sufism was a system of repair, a means
of repairing the ills of modernity, (¢l Vall £3) and by his criticism of prevalent
Sufism he was pointing out the problems within that system of repair? Here, as
earlier, the answer is a yes, unequivocally and unabashedly. His "confrontations

AA)
with Modernity", in his own words, read as follows:
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I broke the spell of modern learning:
vy

I took away the bait and broke the trap.

God knows with what indifference,

Y<
Like Abraham, I sat in its fire!
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Ajam  became young again through my songs/My frenzy  raised the price

of its wares

It was a crowd lost in the wilderness/The sound of my bell made it a caravan

S U B L e $F e L BL RIS Sy K S
Ut 15 LT 80 (E b b U e K 3P 5 32 1 G s BT A6 L2 s e
e, Pk

e & F B0l B L‘ngU:;U} ufa, J/\//.:ﬁ i e o f K i &

St e & U St P e A S e G S Tl U it U

& Koy o mu"i@a/,ﬁu‘fd/é_&tﬁ/_}ui&u!?é-wﬁgﬁuﬁﬁrﬁ

CELAFI L $N NG ol P SGSnLS

:A}:fjf% ../ﬁ/':’ s &)/&L’a: df Jﬁ@u'(lﬁé.b‘;:ﬁré el Iy
e e b WL L ez oo S Faotp S abm e U Al
U e i;,»;m



e

A AL et L e sz eat ) 1§ 5 5501 S8 QU315 01 £ v
RIS L P IR S AP EPRCYI I T LSRN (Y Y P
L oAt G Ao dninlnit Sine = b 4 6wt
L L2 ST Wik ok Sl T sl 0 ey e 6 St K g
NE = vd e F F e 1SS e Hobbtie & 1o Slioe bl
UslenfUl e el AUk -e S S ?/}bi' e L SEe S
(SH e B Tty £ ES U U sl g C1 0 2 P b5 gL
J’,g Sy o sl Sins e > 6 L1kl J',KJuuugu/, - U://JJJVJ(LL u:f'u"i;i!
W e e S UG r g G A S U1 U e Gt S £ Bt Sl e
Ly Ao e SIS NI &S50 Sl Jujjqfu: Jr J‘Zﬁwg&/
S RE LS v St s USSP oy, ds w/g,ﬁ%lu”’ﬁjt
BAEU e Bl LA SPL LG S P e g L e e S L
AL Finie Sty ZSBUe e Fodud s Brlsw e Sie
- z./wu}uf@;'u/u: LUl

S e uorl G St grn g fa b G B L Srd S UL Kol Uy
Gt S E S G S e Fe ST £ PL el e E e S el
U Lt e T § 8 170 s s FL Ut GASE
(L pittee Fe & e 18 FH T UG b e s K L G S 8100 §F L 4P
15 LT b LBl u{wwﬁ G 1Bt o O oy e L0k = 6 ol =)
LL:uZ ol

w2 P KLt es S Fud e e B Pl s Sl

Josroe 6o Sl BTA o Sun b« (T enflen sbde

U P S e i ]

Kulur 2 Ul 2 Gy QUP13 L ulee (uB 258 5ol S5 Ut Sy
AYNENE- LTI i P e L G St T = IIHL St S 25100
Sre i JPE SANE I sse Sk etz E oI a §f



1

e = Silay 2 P n# 5.»4";%/”}/ el L udel e zin gL Ko r s sl S
AAZL«;'/

W LWL Foon gy S N UL G ZE 2 1L s b

AU e 5 $2 & Kn B 6 65 S B Fot PSS AL

S LSSl L 17 U6 IE Ul L L Ut a6

20 (U I e bl e Ut B U -f&é_/u‘ﬁu: S5 Sy =

yrs g,!;yﬂ bl gt & U usWe £ u)’/g;"%é il ul’)i

CHENL LTSl i F e

K39 s st Ul &@@@4 A Al SN 2Bl § uLf{ Ul @/"”e'
gy S EE T TEE P ML ot ol e 37 By s (LB LS
L LS T L w1 3 N e E i o piie B
B3l GRS sl a5 AL bl s P S n F e S
Mo LS PURe (Geded

ot U B el “Uamal Y 3 Rl 315 B 5 Rliglim Y g g 3l B gl
(G2 1 H FP i, ot U 32 3 U Pt I PP bt

Kt Ut L e v 1 S Lot LS 2y 2 51t Sae B
Lo e N o gN 5 Qb e3P A Tt o TSt s e3P U1 S B 02
22 Qo b L v $F L G 1 32 S AP o i S AL
edlons Uit e BT ES S LTS i Bt Ugas St S b e g f S U
UL NS SN SE B 11 T2 G St it os B2 W6 I
Ll/uc'@uflug Lnd F e Zug u/{,l..gz(“wdjm:ﬂtgm;‘uﬁ’:ﬁ;&;&w
s -Gt et 3y St Ugar Sl 2 e &0 T LI prt S e bl s UL
Sl 5vd hz g fel Sz J:’(T:,),lﬂx”r&u! S S L L s
gL S

i E L TEA SUB1, 392 AL T U et B e N 4oy U
M gl G g

[ oY N - S



rr

S £ o el 2y U

Aot s g B

Jo Jo =, F 0 e

o S E S F LS

dut ot § ¥y 35

s o5 IS U 657 e i e 6 F s g Eror Pt St
Jbof e G S b Susii s « C b b i uy & et ddey o L2
sl Y Pt Q3 P Tt U @}Jupuff)<+ et Sl e Glo s $57 9 ST Sz
Lo § L e s U2 U el P by SECFESTUE U1our Zb 2 I
LG g S0 3PS Pl e P85 L ey G JG1 b 2 S s
g/;f”;)m.w;z,)‘/g.,f:)fb?vu/;u:u;?ugL/ﬁJJL,Lcw;,éggju:ﬂ
3 (FY e JO) 2 gt B A e LA st SU E SN s U ke
Pt S W E S U S ei e T M e F et G £ et 1
U e f et e Bl 4 0Ty sk il ol Qe ST EE e
crenm LSl FdinF e eobon LGB S uTioe b uTin e uT}
g Uit e N LA b1 Jr L e § iy %;y,;‘ﬁ;uf“‘%.@
SEL Tl Sebtfuia L1pd Jiak o 8 L3S e e 78S
Flite bl Sl e 2L u’urum,:u’u,}:g.éLt?/uu'uu’“é o
dfc,//d/.,,gw@zmw}éuf}/ﬂ/’bﬁgLu?@g,guf;c;oéu(u)u/(f"uﬂé
Jai,w//gﬁ;uﬁ}tsc;ufcuﬁuuémj:@“u@;'uu”@)Kf'u:,»w;/;'écﬁ/,u&ﬁ
§UGI KL L Kk SIS e S (F e bt f Uit P 0 e L B S
m@,méﬁ%&f; G/J{J@LL J"’;ﬁdﬁ,h(j&f{uh% U B i
ce Sl b M pein 06 s Pl Wb feirie bbd b
AU 1 GE L A S 20 s b et SO ot S Uy S5, 2

e (re e Fetb LEISE L F e Gkl 2, bie Es ol
J@?J‘?’/,uw;dum:@?h{uw &/Qu:gw'fg%‘agﬁl?d)gcUL’{ILULI_‘QJG
LF Glintels JB_c QLINF 135 6 T e Ui (b Lol pssss e o



et
VIR O T NSV I I T Y NIV P N A PRIy
T80 e Nre Qbbb LSl Kb G 0 U635 o L agr o &
Lag &/)/J‘iiuiu: jillé,ﬁ]ﬁ;l Jui &.}’Jlb‘é J! ?u:/bv Jx L@'d)’/é Ll
ST 2 o5 e blow LWk = JUE Bl s o2 Ui s LSBT 31 e
Mg VoS tsbnin L
In Igbal's view, the classical structures of Muslim thought and spirituality are
incapable of making an effective response to the issues raised by the modern
minds penchant for concrete thought, and this fact underscores the need for a
reconstruction of Muslim religious philosophy. Such reconstruction comes
under the general heading of tajdid, the Islamic technical term for a significant

'renewal’ or 'rejuvenation’ of Islamic religion. Igbal's Reconstruction itself may

be viewed as a contribution to the cause of Islamic tajdid.
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The mystical aspect is definitely the most significant aspect of Igbal's poetry. In
fact we should consider him a mystic poet and in this respect he is not different

from other mystic poets of Iran and Pakistan. .

In the course of his conversations with the great minds, Igbal, apart from
discussing the fine points and intricacies of philosophic thought and
agnosticism, brings in the social and political issues. Javed Namabh, therefore, is
to be regarded as the latest treatise on d mysticism, and Igbal has to be
accepted not only as one of the topmost exponents of mysticism, but also as the

last great exponent of Irano-Pakistani mystic thought ...

Igbal, certainly, is one of such eminent men and we can rightly call him the

prophet of poets a poet with a prophetic mission.
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In the world of modern Muslim thought he stands alone. His Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in Islam aspires to a place akin to that occupied by
al-Ghazali.s ........ Ulum al-Din ("Revivification of the Religious Sciences"). His
philosophical poetry is regarded by many Muslim scholars as a worthy

postscript to the Diwan and Mathnavi of Jalaluddin Rumi.
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3. Huston Smith, Religion-Significance and Meaning in an Age of Disbelief,
Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2002, p. 28.

4.  The verses of the Mathnaw represent a highly accomplished spiritualization of
Sufism while remaining completely true to Islamic orthodoxy. Their persistent
themes are the longing for the eternal, the reuniting with Allah, enlightenment

through love, and the merging of ones self with the universal spirit of the world:
The senses and thoughts are like weeds on the clear waters surface.

The hand of the heart sweeps the weeds aside: then the water is revealed
to the heart.

Unless Allah loose the hand of the heart, the weeds on our water are

increased by worldly desires.

When piety has chained the hands of desire, Allah looses the hands of
the heart.
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12.  A.J. Arberry, Aspects of Islamic Civilization As Depicted in the Original Texts,
Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2005, p. 378.
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13.
14.

15.

18.

Ibid.

Some of the contemporary scholars have even tried to see in Rumi a kind of a
political savior also, sent to rescue the Muslim society from its defeat and
decadence in the aftermath of the Mongol invasion. See, for example, Abu

al-Hasan, Ali Nadawi, Tarikh i Da'wat o Azimat, Tarikh i Dawat o Azimat,

A

Karachi, 1969, Vol. I, p. 333-354.

Robert Whittemore, "Igbal's Panentheism", The Review of Metaphysics, 9 (4),

June 1956: 681-699.

Igbal wrote this letter to R. A. Nicholson regarding the Tntroduction' and some
of the reviews on the Secrets of the Self. It was published in The Quest, London,
October 1920-July 1921, Volume XII, pp. 484-492. See, B.A. Dar, Letters of
Igbal, Igbal Academy Pakistan, 1978, p. 147. Also see Riffat Hassan, (Ed.), The
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Sword and the Scepter, Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1977.

<A S Peotaml L $ET UG (D e L3 o LUS JB1E
MY S JF

Sl J¥

SPALAPFer 1990 (8T JUFT 52 e gL LS JU1E

ol festres aml) BT S JF1 oD e L3l o LlS™ JJ1E
S0 S0 $8T (56 < L) LS JBIE
M9 Ll JF

OO Sl JF

NOVILA (Sl JF

WYL Sl JF

oy rere Sl JF

AN S JF

NP Sl JF

(i

()l

s

-

-l

-19

4

M

-ty

-t

_r

-

/2

-t

-1



5L

52.

55.

56.

o]
~LIMAR S JF
P2 o0 VA L0 11|
2890z Ll JF
APl Sl JF
ALl Sl JF
AL Sl JF
Al Felll JF
(i
(i
NS lel Sl JF
(i
AN S Sl JF
LN fe Sl JF
(i
SIAF e 1987 (o8 1 JBT (506 < L3 LIS JU1LE
(i
(i

F. Schuon, Understanding Islam, reprinted, Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2004, pp.
26.

Igbal, "Is Religion Possible", The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam,
Igbal Academy Pakistan/Institute of Islamic Culture, Lahore, 1989, pp. 147.
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No textbook in science has ever included things that are intrinsically greater
than human beings. Bigger, of course, and wielding more physical power, but
not superior in the full sense of that term which includes virtues, such as

intelligence, compassion, and bliss.

"Imagine yourself in a bungalow in North India. You are standing before a

picture window that commands a breathtaking view of the Himalayan



e

Mountains. What modernity has done, in effect, is to lower the shade of that
window to within two inches of its sill. With our eyes angled downward, all that
we can now see of the outdoors is the ground on which the bungalow stands. In
this analogy, the ground represents the material world- and to give credit where
credit is richly due, science has shown that world to be awesome beyond belief.
Still, it is not Mount Everest". Huston Smith, Religion Significance and Meaning
in an Age of Disbelief, reprinted, Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2004, pp. 187.
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58. Huston Smith, Religion Significance and Meaning in an Age of Disbelief,

59.

60.

61.

62.

reprinted, Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2004, pp. 197.

Muhammad Igbal, The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam,
Igbal Academy Pakistan/Institute of Islamic Culture, Lahore, 1989, p.
26.

Ernest Gellner defines Postmodernism as relativism- "Relativismus iiber Alles"
(Postmodernism, Reason and Religion)- but relativism is not an easy position to
defend, so Postmoderns do everything they can to avoid that label; Clifford
Geertz's "anti-antirelativism” is a case in point. The T-shirts that blossomed on
the final day of a six-week, 1987 NEH Institute probably tell the story.
Superimposed on a slashed circle, their logo read, "No cheap relativism". By
squirming, Postmoderns can parry crude relativisms, but sophisticated relativism
is still relativism. Postmoderns resist that conclusion, however, so I shall stay

with their own self-characterization.

Jean-Francois Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, Minneapolis, Minnesota

University Press, 1984, pp. xxiv, 3ff.
Alan Wallace, Choosing Reality, Boston and Shaftsbury, Shambala, 1989.
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I took... trap: Modern learning failed to ensnare me: like a clever bird I made

away with the bait from under the trap without being caught. (M. Mir)

God knows... fire! A reference to Quran 21: 68-69, where God causes the fire
into which Abraham is thrown by his ruthless opponents to become cool and
safe' for him. Igbal says that he faced an ordeal similar to Abrahams: he was
thrown into the "fire" of modern learning (Igbal was educated at some of the
finest educational institutions of Europe), but was unharmed by it; like
Abraham, he was saved from being "burnt" because, like Abraham, he had
strong faith. (M. Mir)

Ataullah, Igbal Namah, Sh. M. Ashraf, Lahore, 1946, Vol. 1. p. 78. (Image of
the Urdu text/mss. at the end). Revised one volume edition, Igbal Academy
Pakistan, Lahore, 2007, p. 112.

K PeB002U «$r8T JU T casls JL31 el s

Original letter preserved in manuscript in Allama Igbal Open University
Islamabad (Department of Igbal Studies); Igbal's letter to Sayyid Sulayman
Nadavi, 13 Nov, 1917

ST Gl £ S s

For a concise statement of how Igbal evaluated the genius of the Ajam and gave
it a pride of place in the Islamic civilization, see, M. S. Umar, The Pressing of
My Soul" (Some Observations on Igbal's Concept of the Ajam), in S. H. Nasr, A
Journey Through Persian History and Culture, Igbal Academy Pakistan,
Lahore, 2000, p. 1.
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Ajam: Persia; but the wider meaning of the non-Arab worldis intended here..

My frenzy ...wares: Igbals passionate, by which he sought to reawaken 'Ajam,
raised the price of 'Ajam's wares that is, gave new importance to 'Ajam in the

world.
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76. See B.A. Dar, Letters of Igbal, op. cit., p. 146-7, (Ibn Arabi and Sufism); Mu'ini,
op. cit., p. 155 (Ibn 'Arabi), p 161 (Sufism), p. 164 (Sufism); B. A. Dar,
Anwar-i-Igbal op. cit., p. 268 (Sufism); Hashmi, Khutut-i-Igbal, op. cit., p. 117
(Ibn 'Arabi); Sabir Kalurvi, Tarikh-i-Taswwuf, op. cit., p. 31 (Sufism); Ataullah,
Igbal Namah, op. cit., p. 53-54 (Sufism); Niazi, Maktubat-i-Igbal, 1.A.P.
Karachi, 1957, p. 10 (Sufism); Sahifa, op. cit., p. 165 (Sufism) p. 182 (Sufism).
The list could be expanded considerably. Addition of references from his poetic
works would prove our point and furnish further evidence. This is being left out

at the moment.
77. S.M. H. Barni, Kulliyat i Makatib Igbal, Delhi, 1999, Vol. 11, p. 282, 286.
S ST 6o G U & b e ok i UG P Perosd ST BT aals gL el ot e 25 2
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78. Ibn Arabi, Ruh al-Quds, Damascus, 1970, p. 21. For an English translation see
r.w.J.Austin, (Tr.) Sufis of Andalusia, reprinted, Suhail Academy, Lahore, 1984.

79. To be absolutely fair, Ibn Arab's opinion of Eastern Sufism was a good deal less
cut and dried than these two references, taken out of context, would suggest. He
himself, in the same pages, owns that authentic gnostics are also encountered in
the East, and he did not, finally, hesitate, once settled in the region, to adopt the
practices appropriate to Eastern rasawwuf whenever he judged this to be
necessary or advisable. We are in fact dealing, at bottom, with a
misunderstanding which was to evaporate as his acquaintance with Eastern

Sufism deepened.

Initially, nevertheless, he very naturally judged the Cairo Sufis on the basis of
Sufism as he himself had experienced it in the Muslim West; and while the two
Sufi traditions might have aims and doctrinal bases in common, they exhibited

wide differences with regard to form and methods.

It should be made clear that Ibn Arabi was neither the first nor the last Andalusi
to express disapproval of the sometimes rather ostentatious religious bearing of
Easterners. We might, for instance, recall the biting irony with which his
contemporary Ibn Jubayr, in his Rihla, denounces the Eastern ulama's taste for
solemn procedure, and the pretension displayed in their clothes and in the
pompous appellations they assume. Journeys, trans. M.

Gaudefroy-Demombynes, Paris, 1949, p. 344.
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83.
84.

85.

86.
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R. A. Nicholson (Tr.) Ali Hujwiri, Revelation of the Mystery (Kashf al-Mahjub),
Suhail Academy, Lahore, 2010, ch. 3, p. 44.

NP Fepteel sl ful;'fg d)(’dg"'c(uﬁ)c‘)l{é\ ULJJ/:JL';'j
M. Mir, Igbal, Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1989, p. 80-81.

Dr. Manzur Ahmad, "Igbal Awr Tasawwuf", in Igbal Review, Igbal Academy
Pakistan, Lahore, Vol. I, No. 2, July, 1960; also see Muntakhab Maqalat: Igbal
Review, Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1983, p. 35.

Igbal wrote this letter to R. A. Nicholson regarding the "Introduction" and some
of the reviews on the Secrets of the Self. It was published in The Quest, London,
October 1920-July 1921, Volume XII, pp. 484-492. See, B. A. Dar, Letters of
Igbal, Igbal Academy Pakistan, 1978, p. 147. Also see Riffat Hassan, (Ed.), The
Sword and the Scepter, Igbal Academy Pakistan, Lahore, 1977.

Said Nafisi, "Mysticism in Igbal's Poetry", Igbal Review, Vol. I, No. 1, April
1960, p. 5-9.

"Igbal, like other great mystics of Iran and Pakistan, believes that the
realisation of the self has to be followed by "resignation of the self". This
is the same as the philosophy of separation and annihilation propounded
by the Sufis. The first step is 'Self'and the last 'resignation of the Self'.....
"And there is no doubt that it is his teachings that have brought into
being the independent state of Pakistan. Pakistan, in my view, is one of
the miracles of Igbals mystic thought...."Igbal, better than anybody else,
realised this drawback of this style and once again brought back to poetry
the form, simplicity and flow of the symbolic school. For Igbal was now
addressing his message to the people of the East and the Muslims-old
and young, educated and uneducated. That is why Igbal's poetry in the
first instance awakened the people of the sub-continent and then gave a
new thrill to the Iranians. And now its influence is gradually growing

even among those people who do not understand the Persian language".

Robert Whittemore, "Igbal's Panentheism", The Review of Metaphysics, 9 (4),
June 1956: 681-699.
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Who speaks for Pakistani literature? This is the question which the researcher
has tried to critically explore in this article. Unlike other literatures, at present,
Pakistani literature is being presented by those who write in English, not Urdu.
To make the matter more complicated, many of them are not even Pakistani
citizens and quite a few of them have never been to Pakistan. Call it an irony of
history or an outcome of the hegemony of English, mostly whenever the phrase
Pakistani literature is used it evokes the idea of the writings availablein English
by such writers as Hanif Kureshi, Aamir Hussain, Nadeem Aslam, Kamla
Shamsie, Mohsin Hamid, etc. This is an interesting oddity which we usually do
not find with reference to other literatures e.g. American literature, German

literature, French Literature.
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Rashid Hassan khan is a well known famous name of Urdu research. His
research services cannot be summed up in one thesis. He retrieved the missing
facts through research, also verified obscure facts and supported known facts;
more than that he hold a tight grip on substandard research. They are primary
functions of standardization and promotion of Urdu research, which are carried
out with great courage and loudness. This article deals with Research ethics and

moralities which are linked up with his personal experiences.
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Dastan Amir Hamza, as a narrative, exists on two levels. One is mundane and
realistic, where Amir Hamza struggles against worldly enemies and moors
through a familiar world. The other is in which he goes to KohQaf to battle with
giants and ogres and becomes intimate with fairies. He also conquers tilisms

which are in themselves wonderlands inhabited by magicians and witches.
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The distinguished researcher, critic, writer and the Ghalib scholar Malik Raam
occupies a unique place in Urdu literature. He is considered to be an authority
on research on Abul Kalam Azad and Ghalib. Moreover, Rashid Ahmad
Siddique and his works are also among his interests. In this article, the
researcher has furnished important details about the contributions of Malik
Raam. Encompassing various dimensions of Malik Ram and taking his creative
and writing career into consideration, the researcher has also discussed his status
as sketch-writer. Malik Raam has shed light on some of the extremely
significant aspects of two of the great Urdu literary figures: Asad Ullah Khan
Ghalib and Abul Kalam Azad. He added new dimensions to the study of Ghalib
and, similarly, edited many works of Abul Kalam providing extensive
annotations and references. The researcher has taken into account all these
aspects of Malik Raam. The researcher has also pointed to some other articles
and essays by Malik Raam. The places, dates, and sources of these publications
have also been determined. Besides, the researcher has also focused on the
books written about Malik Raam. In this way, this article is a kind of annotated

bibliography of Malik Raam.
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Roshan Naginvi (1925- 1989) is considered one of the best poet of Urdu
language and literature. His poetry consists of different sub-genres as ghazal,
nazim, qita, rubi, geeth, etc. His poetry used to be published in the well-known
Urdu literary journals, but unfortunately, none of his poetic works have been
published. He has eight unpublished and one published poetics work. The critics
have acclaimed his status. All of his poetry which is lying scattered in hand -
writ is needed to preserve in the form of KULLYAT and to present his poetry

according to the principles of text editing.
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The present literary scenario of Urdu criticism introduces so many new literary
approaches and disciplines in the modern era of globalization. All these
approaches carry their social and cultural perspectives which provide help to
understand these prevalent phenomena. Besides Structralism, Post structuralism
,Modernism, Postmodernism, Deconstruction and Feminism there is also a
Literary Theory, which provides us a special and new way to understand a piece
of literature in which the reader plays a very important role to recreate the text
and generate new meanings at his own. Such type of Reader Response Theory
totally ignores the author and has no concern with the cultural perspective of
that text. It looks that this theory creates new dynamics in criticism but
practically its misleading approach, especially, in our eastern perspective. All
literary interpretations draw on a basis in theory but can serve as a justification
for very different kinds of critical activity. In the present essay, I discussed at

length its fall out in Urdu language and literature.
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Ghulam Abbas is a well-known, unique and epoch making short story writer of
Urdu. He has won highest critical acclaim, thanks to his realistic style and chaste
Urdu prose, even of native speakers of Urdu language. He was one of the
representatives of the realist school, however, in his writing he was always
indifferent any progressive or anti-progressive theory-mongering.

In the present paper, the author attempts to bring out Ghulam Abbas uniqueness
by analyzing his art of story-telling. One of his less well-known short stories
‘SAYA (The Shadow)’ is studied in order to discover how does it represent and
exemplify his subtle fictional temperament.

Like his other literary pieces, here also the story of SAYA is narrated in
suggestive indeffinitve style. In spite of having explained everything in the clear
cut way he tactfully leaves certain questions unanswered. Simultaneously the

unanswered questions generate appreciation and curiosity in the readers mind.
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Among all Urdu fiction writers Ghulam Abbas, has been considered the most
subtle in the art of short story writing. His camera like depiction with an
indifferent objectivity, his micro detailed scenes and focus on merely presenting
a character or situation is a hall mark of his art. Being an indifferent writer, his
art is presenting life and things as they are. One of the very strong techniques
applied in his art is that of irony. This technique mostly remains under the cover
of art but where this grip loose by the writer it turns into bitter irony. This article
is about his irony sometimes hidden sometimes hidden and sometimes very
blunt and obvious. This remains a fact that his bitterly ironical writings are

never considered among his best ones and, thus, they remain almost unknown.
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Flaubert's landmark novel Madame Bovary is not just a masterpiece of French but
it has also influenced the other genres of Western literature. Its story is apparently
simple but Flaubert's multifaceted style has created a unique symbolism in it.
Though before this many novels were written and even afterwards this realistic
approach influenced a large number of writers, no literary work could come at par
with it. It has thematic complexity, internal narrative density and an exuberant
style. It is because of these qualities that it is termed as a challenge novel. The
manner in which it has been written is a distinctive accomplishment of beauty and
artistry. In this novel, Flaubert has invented a style of writing which has knitted
together the disparate and antonymous observations and experiences. It has been
translated virtually in all the major languages of the world. The renowned Urdu
writer, and critic Muhammad Hasan Askri translated it into Urdu. In the
following pages, the literary worth and the experience of its characters has been
presented. The narrative style adopted in the translation has also been analyzed.

But, before anything else, a brief introduction of the novelist has been given.
Sl QP U1 o e LK G122 o) plal st s K 76
Ko s U U1 o ? § e it e Soste 2y QWS U e U 0 S5 St
S d Ui L G o IR ST L S et E S e S Fte
eIl S Jg: SUst e S -or s 30 ol AEUIUE @L“uﬂf"g//t[
KBTSl P e Y Ut e b S sl e L
Aol I f ol pl ol i o UG E b T it Ut -
23 e L sl e 5027 UL NI S s L/“/“J"Jg) Sl bl - lfuﬁ KU 5y
U S L A AL B AU S5 Vea P Sl et i G R
F Lo 6L 2 i b SABI & o L S g St f ST

—e e dlal LI s el St =



1M

L el Pl LT & Jiitst g el & S35 1821 518 i3S
P L Kb G 6 Bl bl UL By A5 U Ui 8
JIslB sy B G ULl & Jhr st § b (“U L SR b G
r S e G 18418 S Sl ey e N & S M e &
Ut et fud S Fle S 1t up- b Bl £ LS Fe (Pl it
UG &J‘%&Lfm@ Kst-:‘}wu;ﬁjﬂwu:;1844_p/g/.u b s uifun(ﬁt{"
Fa e gt RSk G L i Ted il Ao e 1§ 56 Jlust
L s Sl el sleld S0 e I bt e b)) S G L
e G b b U1 S eol $ 07U 1849-50 16w e

S L7 RE 6 L TE e st 1 SULE om § Sy oL e
LG r L 2t ES S S e S S Uk B Fuii ot
S Ushs b B 1846-1854 P 2§ 5 Fop e L2 F A 36 G pm- Lot
S S St AL L sl f e e ¥ el o fer S
7 é?/é./vff,cj ol s 22 A I3l 7S U 253

i ar L edBig s e 0 8 L UG U1 2 i o ]
el S FFT LI B L 58 L P Ul et S K E
Ll i b Qb p e 2 i 28 gt oo p b S Skt S
O LTos TS U1 31K e et N it Pt =502 0, Ul fELx N
Feta tTHTUE s phole (6L U1 216 Sesnd o S S ribory Sy S
S i g1 ks g b G B SEEE GIUt em§ ))pm pol
s B G K KLU B Pt UL Bl AL e i

Py

ce DG G el = L QU1 1857« ol phsls !
- J}l: f/t'/v..é,d/carthagec #1862 < g -F

- JWL uﬁl};"d/éiﬁ L/P/}'J{(}U':;186O Sentimantal Eduction -t



100
—e ot {»* €-1c, 1874« The Temptation of Saint Anthony -
U U L 1877 The three tales - 6
—c 5 .,g,:; 1874<The candidate failed after few performance -1
st GG st SFT. Ut er 1881 Bouvard and pechuhet <
S el g K S8 =38 b Und Uit o # Ll G =3 ) sl
JHpLE u{f,;v &L;/_La Kobi a3 0/ Sl & ui»-u‘ffd/ﬁ.{v G gL U1 als
Lo it eyi e S Eme o/ el Pduelm
by FA 2 nti AL S0 L LS S e b MG K E el Sl L
323 L el T2 B LS e s e Ut Tt furee o Sk <
A IR 5P (E S b JETS S 32 e (ES Gl
L'/JL“JZ,,L?J Ju;f»%v Ct“”?mru/(ﬁjm Sk AL =l /"(V"/oﬂé'?} S S5
2t i Fr GILAE AT 238 S L QT 6 S =3P
B (PR A S BV y-F I0 40 MO S Yy My e
FEE st 0B Eedopinsnt UL o) o els_u st SNE e b S e
e TP ate I el W B RSS20 6 e Ut b sgea
<SPS LS e gt st g S L G U 2 L ST
sl b U1 012 TG e (s U Q6 sty 21065 Ut 27 F U
1857 o & ey 2§ 1 e s et g 2 A ET 8IS s
it d il Loy F B e it 9 S L8118 S L rd i I3 Sy U
L5 S 1S um Uk Ut 21 S ol el B Uy
S WO fw L e t[(t& o S5 UTEN o8 G- Jotsust slewo U
j}t KT S L U S TN S Es il Sl bl 1 F
UL LU § T oo Uhd £ sttt U/
d/;}gﬂ’- S Ly e e e MER UL o Sl
TSV RLIPRY N E RSPV o NN o N I
_(Fy u.’?’u”i& AEsE J}J?,T/;!&y. J}d/.?,f stz Usl s



104

ek S KU o bt L T G B U S § s
3 Utk Sy e e Lip L sy W0 1 FFL P e ST M e
s (7L Uzl 2 T3 &y sty u“';u‘f&/ﬁ_w@? J-L €y P
S Fo 3L 3 s ST U S Bk 6 T U™ bl (4
ST T S PRy T [LFIY JY UYL (L1 00D AP AR I«
U = LAUIA S STk I S i
: ﬂ;;m\
Gﬁ““@z/@ Ku}i Jlerle Wil o Jufs::gtuu.u/f‘ s i_/f“/rﬁu: UB oy

_%ﬂ;&/ﬂégﬁdﬁj
e O Wiv ol L e Aie 8L E e pF KM
-eﬁguié:&uﬁ UrE Gk ofr- o €512k

e U S QI g €S 1 s
—e b JS:_A;ML jav_% = sl o by S Ul
ce e d Comts U E o ot e L Eie syl
1,5 sl
etk BT  ehal S st ot e Py
S AU eSS
Sedfdemde s bl
- Lg: S G o asl Sty gt e
e TS U
_Lgfzfé/ﬂu”gc;wfg/u:@a%it’ Ly

B ekbpise » L N1 B, ey
- b..’l' Kty L) 3 lass8y

e G S S UM e TS e U Jbss L S ok



104
ATy -
S o S b b o T 2070 a}'f&@md}:ﬁwuu/uuﬁ¢
o & ¥ ma i Aie M Upr¥fiun st Dt sgoe 2§ d™
Q- 302 by U s SIS sl G\ i i Wl Gu Ut 75 S S 2 e
ﬂj"? 4
sl GSIP L7 e S 22 22 s e 15 (U
14 u“‘v’u“’mcmﬁww Ll b J/J'H"fuﬂ 3]
LG Foatn 3 Esurd o2 U frn L ox
J/f'%u: éufuy,l}Lu i_/ufg = uw'%ufdé:, P G%/uﬁ v
LBt
SUEF SHE 5 Foe o Uy ol S 2 st oin £ (kb
Ut Fet§ 2 bie Jond 1AL untb et T FR S AE A T
ﬁfb;e+ B[] (3':{?/)1095 u?+ B K ULk shle UL £ Sl J;lﬁ-+ 6’49 0 /62
N
ced Ltet e o u{;;ifo,gtg‘é;@z_fu:m{ufuuzgd
Gl P LUK e d £ o3 & pkn ol Oy
LIPSk #f(( Konllosl 2 & e mf?u‘f.@,u G Aot Urtf
Fus b P U T U e by ST U e g Ta S
$ESUIze 3 enf, Uil Sutdd = e 73U 21l e
Sz &I S Jbw £ Sl &n sl S b U L Cg;/:, e 5 L
e Snc Qb st St et s # Ko S an £ s $ S bl f/z K ¥
U 2 € b A BINE Ut s Glo» ST 5 44 S Sl St )
_LZQnJLuyAL u;;‘i‘/'d/
e AFI3FE 1 1t S L s
it g e S 152 E S F G o GBS U



1OA

e el ros S L Lop ST L S ot (e 2

P S Shse 0TI g St 0 o o Ut e S U U

SEDE N2 T Asp st L T2sry i ST I U

MWeSnE oy o Gt P S sl P W LG e s P05

wE Qe Soe NIUter FbSpnict L FLS

U S b e e (o o e £ S st L 0% £
K G L U2 f M ¥ et UTA UL & myml Ut Jo L s UL
I 0 2l U B L 1 AT Ut 1 Um0 2t Qe il G5 22
e VUMW e Fo SBS S sl n a0 Z Uil it b St b1 o

UAEUIUsbn TS e I s f i Jh pp e L L Ll

Sus S POE S TS er 6N E T Ernlie 857

N e Uil FEa Y Ve sl S FF 5 7811 S

OGS b u:f,,v&”a.. s E S E G

2 PGS bl S U bl SE W 2o Sl s U by
= Grts S Wl s i e e WS E oLt b QL S s
Gl opul FEN LG e

s T Ll b1 0 § gfuiu,vqg J;u: P L S F e LIS

u’fn-/lé/‘fu(g‘; é-ﬂuﬁum':f"g Con Ll f et Sed s (e ot

CUP L WPl b gurm A A U sk & 2t

Gl K2 L Ut L e i
U U e Qe i Qa3 i s A et 0 2 s 1 S
_wum,;,f

SC R FTE b epP S abe oy 6 g P oK el

U UGS L et b ik o P € ezl e Gt S st 2 < (e
403 ISt B e pE it et 1L Sl oot 51y s S b P 2y



169
et Pl 8T 38 Flog 2t o ot L ol e e G
K&”é./,vu;?u&UvJ,t, < Ao U =5t S T E e e L sz
el P b W 1 s eszzr 22 /(’L?ui@/'uﬁ S5 Bl AP 2 ﬂuma»w
- o,fL":*Jf.fug ¥it b S Kd}i Qles! L 6ol

a);ﬁ/.?,t"%i/fuﬁf.édazi L Lot Sl Y2 $T 3 b

lec 1P L Uik e ah e lie B Bl 4 4

(o Ut st Ty B U S Ut B b oy LTL U i oste
Sk U o J/vrwuu% b it Syluml JoL um,/_bg Fuis
2k fg/ S pim X o Sl hm S st Lo U et L ae
G ELESL Ul S S e o s 0L U3k

KNl gbobeand Cin/ D dEg 3 8L i il
(39{,)/5! 193 th DAL Fel Ut o et Pl Ut s & bt
pstle L Ul-e Vfﬁg{)}& di‘;' u’/?/? /)’J”i? .f,./“‘yd/dt 2 uj&g&bﬂ/’" s
% Q//’/,gif/? & £//7”J'VJ»;//!;/(ZIHQ KUst I b p/’}}""//?”uﬁé:i $sea
dse o RSN (i T Sl sl i Uas U § St Uit U2 st
e &S QFS Sy L e I Fe Ui £ S iyt
ET 2§ e tobo st sl e (ot Gmsns Ut PG FU% £ st 2 5 s
bl ool St ...«/’/d/;a/:_,l?% &/’/J’fl}d/;,/u}/”/v ...«gu -2 STL J}l:_ba
-ty
ete L orioe b dL $Csymbolism) ceg Ut “ St sl st N L1l

SN 205 6 elis? L 21 1 L JJ’(Lfi § 2 NEINGIRTT &

At G S Th bbb el dl o2 e SV Ut
WLl U sl ol K UEE Gy e Bt 2T e e 2 2 e b U st
Lk'zfd/dzl}"« S okt ostle V- C':(p-fwgf/u: J:WJ/LL L“/’//;wﬂ:,:«z';(fw P
L UL o))t S E Ul & st s U 6 Lt 2B K 12§ S



e

S S L e Gt 12 (Bovine) pt £ ib Solioup o 6 e S
Foaumsud §B16 E o b W13V (B & a8t o) sl
e e =3P ora gt Fo s S QG I Gerdepr dibe
- /"la,/:,/gj.é

UL P8y ool plole oW J BL L FE 12 G2 (P et 18
|2 u"’{‘a £ U Jbse & QU504 ﬁi Ko BB 1% et e p33 0375 0
VU e e s 1 st tndZ L /_uw; LUt g b J
JL P G’(/d/;w‘:c% u%éﬂ;g?d/yﬁdfd/ﬁ vgé Juﬁ/"‘ii./glﬁ_ba
$uSUsir SAS DRk IS bl 0 PSSt Dt e St Sl
JQA}:,LVL ;,L;?I;JJG'LC;/‘:g Loy ijvéiu{u,ifng\ﬁ elsl st
NEY NG, Je Qudpe 5 G e cale t0f s e ?l Ut
Fose ol Ji 2 Suspdudife Fordetinge oL U7
e Qbx f}uﬁ Utk S S it

Cotin 2o SUFL L Ftoné el fd o o))l
SN2 S K st u”f'v/'m b df’u”j;.p e ML S &/,g A
Bk U o e a8 81 3§ 4B & £ 4 2 By 1 oo L G
AUt 28 VGG A1 et € Bl G Gy G578 e L
Wy (6t £ eipe AL PG ie G SF O L &snin i g F
& e SRS L L utes B\l P it pao 26K S 1947-1946_53
0% sl 3 e 8l ()53 plalae 3 AL L 228 g SUIRIL ﬂw
2 L LI LIl S g\ L Lasd L3 UGmF
TGl st unt S b I F TS

FLaliat$e Flr S m o AFL b P d st 2 38 S il
PRI S LS fai i e el SF e 1950-2 2T
Il 1947 5 KU L6 s (e S B 1 £ Y F e beren 7
sf b 2o /A UG W Gsba 2 d b S L P £ LT



Al

2 Eolr o sk St ol §UF A 2l b2 Ju AL gz S
UL dzfv.@ ufc- u”“)'/':/uo!/. P u,/v(f 2L Udst u”/'l/'}f_é

5 é?'c;:: Suk g5 '%v_wju(cﬁw%mba 211/ o 3 NS NS
o) AL Ut dsrt?futf. i Ul KL KSK S O A6 e
LFEL s e SL LSS b G 2 IR L L A s Ut e
L il Jh1k Jl/ulz.tg.éﬂquwé u%u!Ldﬂ+g;Ja& G LI
PR A S A SV 1Y

e IL F it JEE S BT ML LG e Ut U1
VAU Sl S UFT e Y6 e BB S Sl &S Bt &2 5 L1 =1
S L2 Ut P7 b e Qb & & diss otk 3208 Sl s b UE U Ul
W Ul e s 2 K2 S P WS, e 1 6F

e @ 5 s sl e m e bbby e HE S e 2

e G ATl Sl s Gl F B T20 me,cfw?‘),'_:_

LorZ @i Fyunl S z2ie 1 S Sl 92T s S JE U

LTl fd £ bt S S st e Gt uf

g engJopo e b AL L 6Ua YiTurl Uiyt

Sl L8 S §FHE I et g U ey &

b LI K S Sl S 2L
§ U1 I et n L esin Nle NS &L e 2 S € et
Bad . La?,z}(Ktﬁw\ﬁ sl SUL 25 e oo e S
St é;vaﬁwﬁ/ﬂs-wc/wL s

e dnfn 2y i KM S Pl s S

L G e ELT A e S T U LG s g F

A e S ea e et e Jo Kt BE K
S Jote o Fulg & Pl B i3\ kinl e bon € & 1 p b



Ny

s loy 2 G bl U U E S s e 1 2 ;@/;J,;wﬁu‘fé/
£(1896-1822) whnls S Uf - & B3 E N i Unsl e et sl (130 £ 2
LIS FE L sl Ll nlilsr §08 =3Pl Udun et
bl L & &S Skt s O S nin Flne Fe
S-F U = SIS S b by e p TS WU o U1 el = f
TS = B E VTS e Bosb\ SE AP B0 0 Kyt
S A B 8 NN igr S5 £ .G st G £
SEE OIS JE 2kt 3 Ko U UL '%u,w?‘ S6E s L b s 531 sl
Wl 8 e B et et b 6 b b I P Uy tTE 0 p
L)J;w Jéﬁ.,g B w_y,/,s/w:. U fE Ul Al (L?m J&/ﬂl %}J‘(Jgt.ﬂ
SEE e o LGP 1 Ko slor U S Jgrant § Qg pi e Uy
FEen i b Sulral p

MG S T & g8 Uy ol o el G U K Uy o

I e AL i 2l S B s

v § i@ uJ'/._La L7 T ol = s S =P Y
B g L PRl i gl Ji_+&J}Jg§;xﬁ
N I A DY M -2y e cond Lokl it Ll o))y plsls
GISEY by S =P L Uit 2 el e L Uy
L e e $p U ptin iy AA I e 5 S5
d/ké‘afabdﬁuﬁ,uu’m?uf{;%ufcg@_ug LIRS b P S e
2o UnGEGK P U L SFEJE ST tirae (TEU L bl §
WL U Lp s ZTHE T e e eare § sk SUPIae § 2 il el i
e bl bt e JB G 0 1 K oL s st e i 31

S92 st L Lo U oty (03 L e 81 330 2 ok F s £ S0 #21 U )
Sl Ut/ et F il - oy QU Uons 2 BE G Qe £ B DA S U2/ s
6 e PSS s ) U e toy LTS e L Sis o s



N

LJVIJ.{;'&@.‘DC}JJJH}J/%Vnﬁlgc—&bégfuﬁgc(@'b.g(ﬁlﬁi.
-t be /S

Silay £ JJJW:&;&@/@”C{,@@ e e i iz gt Poible z
4fJ:ﬁ:.37y K o U6 ey 2 ! 5 b sl sk aUL}L V-« a5 ¢
- D'f}jdlgﬁ/? el ek L}ﬂ.’fu_% tg @;{K:’%‘U 348

lf«_ﬂi./’/gj/{ u”d’?g/»c!g/’/&g‘upji:zf
il Jil. Ko ek 2 J%_ < Garz ij(uu'}/’/'%' &’lb‘é J}l"”ﬁ c)i/;lﬁu: J}l:

J/G'L PRy J:"“/;,Lf“‘}’bé cx,,]l.umbg 1% K:{/Lyo}-% l:'l.puif(u'g)}"
r\:L»J}t/?LzJ'_Lo?J/f" Kd.(pi.l/ & Kﬁfﬁ&;ﬁn&ﬁd@//v&ﬁu_uf
e ETEEA e Lo P Qs e3P ),

A o 28R V1= el (Al o U Uil g £ a1 1

A Jee 251856 St S G ETP L o) pols Ul T e s
3yl J}l:,: o cur‘d/c"./"c; (5’5 d/cigj)jfba JJ?U@J»/LU:;A Ku?ch'_J o
- g—ft".‘fj JU:

=l JIP
Ve l80vastle o a2 S5 £ 2 ) sl 56T
|4~u“;|qa~unﬂuaz?~."~(‘d’>f‘dﬁ?ﬁ/"“w\yr\>b‘5‘"/ﬁﬁﬂ5
18 s 0ot lep ip e e 57 e o)) ool 56T
‘14“1‘1uﬁ;!%wufzﬂ‘/&/‘?é‘(‘fj‘dﬁ:f’f/""d)‘y(‘\>Le‘§‘"/'7‘ﬁ5115
(D Fer 190 vesst e i ke u’ﬁ:ﬁ;‘:w\ﬁ r\;uil"f‘/’fw
IV Fer 190 scsnt g dp ke u’ﬁrﬁ/“‘:w\y r\;u‘;rf‘;ws
rvrvou“;tqawmu‘fwéf‘u”f‘dfﬁfﬁ/“‘u)\yr\>b‘5‘?y‘/’5115
qqu‘:@u/yigu&(u&/vﬁ:(ytﬁﬁj Ry s L oy
PPN Lk e by sl eSS

-9



(A

(U/hu{"/(g G/.L‘:)'d)g"&)j‘ LN > % ng_i_,“&w@ M&‘/b)/’j‘ﬁuﬂ’{f
Qr fereesaslT

m/\u‘:,r»/\:@ufju ..f/o/l}; Jﬁ%fr}!;;ff/"‘tw @yfu&:j}"
rrqu‘:;iqwr‘p,f&w!@}u‘f!‘w\ BOMOON ~\,é‘ufl‘wzcub?



Seu s
ot B

I Lt Sy ot
AL U e L S
= bl ($4r &Q}L@é U S

This article attempts to explore the similarities of 'Naeems' the protagonists of
these under scrutiny novels i. e, Udasnaslain, Londonkiaikraat and Gurez. All
three Naeems visit Europe and observe keenly the European civilization. While
comparing this civilization with their own civilization, they come across a
cultural dilemma on every step. It has been tried to analyze the common cultural
tendencies through the prism of particular colonial culture. Further, it has been
focused to identify that all these Naeems are victims of identity crisis and
cultural complexities. However, in spite of their staunch inclination towards the
Western civilization, they are unable to accept or reject it. So, it discerns that the
ambivalence prevailing in the minds of colonized people of that specific era is,

in fact, the direct outcome of the imperialistic rule.
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Urdu poem as a genre emerged under sufi saints in Dakken much earlier than
Urdu Ghazal, since, it was more suitable for preaching. Urdu poem blossomed
greatly in the hands of Igbal and it became a powerful medium to express the
inner feelings of the heart on a par with Ghazal. Nasir Kazmi, who is regarded
as one of the chief architects of modern Urdu ghazal, began his literary career as
a poet. He was greatly influenced by Akhter Sherani, therefore, his poems are
romantic, magical, idealistic and mystical. , Moreover, just like his poems, his
patriotic songs are also a masterpiece of literature as his selected words are
charged with utmost degree of expression. However, his poems were
overshadowed by his remarkable work in the field of ghazal. His poems can be
judged by the touchstone of both Eastern and Western traditions of poetry. Nasir
was a versatile genius and his creative work other than ghazal needs to be

explored by all of his fans and contemporary critics.
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Migration is one of the strong aspects of world literature. This subject has also
influenced Urdu literature, whether it is fiction or poetry. In Urdu poetry, the
influence of different types of migration can be traced easily from Wali Deccani
to the present age poets, may it be ghazl or nazm. The article deals with Ahmad
Mushtaq's experience of migration in his ghazl. If Nasir Kazmi went through
this experience as a result of the division of the subcontinent, Ahmad Mushtaq,
has the experience of leaving Pakistan for America. His poetry is full of the

traces of home sickness and the present article tries to deal with it.
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Dr. Tabassum Kashmiri is known as a critic, researcher and historian. But the
most important aspect of his personality is his creativity. He started poetry in
1958 and so far he has published five poetry books. He is considered as an
important poet of the form of poetry which was introduced in decade of 60s.

His poetry is his journey of his self which starts and ends at his own self. But
this journey is still incomplete. The agony of creativity can be easily felt in his
poetry. He speaks to the colors of nature, hears the sounds of birds and discusses

as life in its true shape.
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Mosque is one of the significant metaphors of Urdu poetry and poets have
expressed their social and religious views through this. Igbal has transformed his
various philosophical ideas in poetical form in his poem "Masjid-e-Qurtaba".
Sorrow over spiritual decline in modern age is a main theme of modern Urdu
poem and poets have shown their feelings of this sorrow through the images of
Mosques. An attitude of satire on religious establishment can also be observed

in those poems in which poets have used the metaphor of the mosque.
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Dr. Saleem Akhtar (B:1934) is known as distinguish critic, fiction writer and
psychologist from almost seventy years of his creative life. He wrote almost
hundred books including Urdu literature, criticism, history of Urdu language and
literature, psychology and satire. He wrote his auto-biography named:
'Nishan-e-Jigar-e- Sokhta' in 2005, which is in fact psycho-analysis of his
personality. This article is an attempt to peep into psychological effects in Dr.

Saleem Akhtar's personality with the help of his auto biography
‘Nishan-e-Jigar-e- Sokhta'.
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Baltistan is a place situated between the Himalayas and Karakorum ranges. This
area is populated of Tibetan origin people. Balti, a branch of Tibetan language,
is spoken here. In ancient time, Baltistan had religious, social and trade relations
with real Tibet (Lhasa) and Tibet Kalan (Ladakh). With the advent of Islam in
the 14th century, these relations came to an end. Under Islamic influence, Arabic
and Persian languages were introduced here and Balti language remained under
the influence of Arabic and Persian languages till 1840 AD. Maharaja Gulab
Singh of Jamu conquered Baltistan in 1840 AD and Dogra Dynasty continued
for over a century till 1948 AD. In the era of the Dogras, Urdu was introduced
for the first time and the Baltis became familiar with it. When Pakistan came in
to being, Baltistan developed its relations with Pakistan in different fields of life.
In this way, Urdu made itself popular among the common people as well. media,
educational institutions and employees (from other cities) played a vital role in
promoting Urdu. In this dissertation, I have tried to explain the beginning and

historical evolution of Urdu in Baltistan in a nutshell.
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This article uses evidence to establish the importance of letter in reshaping the
generally known history.

Since letter is a private and concealed form of communication, the writer does
not hesitate in sharing even much guarded secrets. When such letters, especially
those written to or written by prominent names in history, were divulged, they
revealed new and shocking information. Whilst some information gained from
these letters offered the missing clues of the history, others, completely
challenged the known series of events.

This essay talks about such letters and presents instances where the secrets

revealed from letters altered the known course of history.
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Russain Formalisam emerged in Russia in 1910 and remained active for only
twenty years. Russian Formalists laid emphasis on the functional role of
important literary devices. They advocated scientific method for studying poetic
language. The Russian formalists described general characteristics of literary
language and tried to analyze the specific devices within the text used in the
language. They introduced the term defamiliarization which became a key
concept for Russian Formalism. Russian Formalists advocated that literature
should be studied on scientific bases through objective analysis of the motives,

devices, techniques and otherimportant functions that comprise literary work.
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"Compared to scientific language,literary language will appear in some ways
deficient.It abounds in ambiguities ,it is,like every other historical language,full
of homonyms,arbitrary or irrational categories such as grammatical gender; it is

permeated with historical accidents,memories,and associations." (1)

e (53 sl go.«lﬁ]'Lb s U s di‘) Sl sl &/nbﬁ P J'f+ /fd’ﬁ'cal. -

P S LG et G 2o L e Wb b2 P e P ATK s £ i

U2 e B & Eblume arb il $b L $id et nS e Tl Ot

b ot S PG Fe 55 U e b Sl e W5 1

Sl L Sad ed u/!_é)g'gf_ L'}u(&uft?»'wﬁ o sl & e

Victor ) i P8 ol b 6 £ e £ Ut s
' WP (Erlich,B:22-11-1914,D:29-11-2007

"The question of ,Formalism versus Revolution,is not so simple as it may seem
on the surface.The charge of escapism,mercilessly abused by heavy-handed
bureacurats of ,social,criticism, ought to be handled with great care.If we define
this term as withdrawl from active involvement in contemporary political battles
, the label could scarcely be applied to such formalist theoreticians as O.Brik or
L.Jakubinskij. (2)
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"Jakobson,thinking in distributional terms,takesposition to be thecrucial
factor:since,on purpose laid,directly precedes,to make,he relates it
to,heaven,which directly precedes,that leads,.But the reader would make this
connection only if he approached the poem without paying any attention to
logical and thematic relations.position does play a role ,but not in the way that
jajobson implies;it is subordinatedto thematic considerations.The reader can
notice that the phrase,on purpose laid; ;which appears between,bait,and ,to
make,has no constituent correspondingto itin the final line of the sonnet.The
logical parallelism has been violated,and this has considerable significance:the

vituperative and accusory tone of ,on purpose laid, has vanished by the time we

reach the couplet.” (3)
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" Language must be investigated in all the variety of its functions .Before discussing

the poetic function we must define its place among the other functions of

language.An outline of these functions demands a concise survey of the constitutive

factors in any speech event,in any act of verbal communication. (4)
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To this device of enstrangement belong also constructions such as , Pestel and

the mortar,,or ,,the devil and the infernal regions,, (5)
e W nd AP K tl> ety {rorl i1 213 (David Lodge) &3U 393

"Habitualization devours works,clothes,furniture,one,s wife,and the fear of
war......And art exists that one may recover the sensation of life,it exists to make
one feel things,to make stony stony.The purpose of art is to impart the sensation

ofthings as they are perceived and not asthey areknown"  (6)
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"According to Shklovsky,the chief technique for promoting such perception is
,,Defamiliarization,,.It is not so much device as a result obtainable by any
number of devices. A novel point of view,as Shklovsky points out,can make

reader perceive by making the familiar seem strange.” (7)
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"The smallest,irreducible thematic element Tomashevsky calls motif."(8)
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“My death means their life”’: A Feminist Study of Body
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Abstract

In Muslim societies the feminist ideals of empowerment and
emancipation are regarded as “incompatible...imported...alien
and hostile” (Aftab, 2011, p. 121). In this regard according to
Saiti and Salti (1994) the works of Nawal El Saadawi have
generated critical responses to Feminism in the East and the
West. Saadawi has highlighted some of the very crucial feminist
discourses in the Arab world in her novel Imra’ah ‘indanugta
al-sifr which was translated as Woman at Point Zero. In this
paper we identify the character of Firdaus in Saadawi’s Woman
at Point Zero as a woman’s struggle to find her identity in the
socially and religiously degenerated society. As a mechanism to
break out of the confines of oppressed patriarchal structures
she is presented as a postmodern woman in the Muslim society
through the use of her body to control men. She grows up in a
dehumanized exploitative patriarchal culture, runs into severe
problems in her Muslim society so she has to work her way out
with different strategies, certainly not the ones set by her
culture that support patriarchy but strategies borrowed from the
West in the theories of third-wave feminism. Man-made
patriarchal culture and society are not compatible with what
Firdaus wants to be. According to Aftab (2011), the dangerous
tendencies of “fundamentalism and extremism in both [their]
religious and secular manifestations” (p.7) constitute many
Muslim societies and hers as well and so she tries to resist the
hypocritical structures of her cultural values. She is shown
struggling to subvert the stereotypical concept of womanhood



by highlighting the stance of postmodernist feminism which
enables women to realize the worth of their body and control
men through it. The paper also shows how she gets caught up in
the process of freedom finding with no solid space left for her
existence as the so called Muslim Feminism and Western
Feminism remain—as it emerges out in the novel—
inappropriate for her to define her identity as a woman.

Key Terms: patriarchy, stereotyping, Muslim feminism, post feminism

Feminism as a form of critical consciousness enables individuals to
critically analyze the dominant patriarchal social set up of the society. It
takes into consideration all the “existing ideas, beliefs, customs, and
practices, including scientific and religious knowledge” (Ramazanoglu,
2003, p. 140). Aftab (2011) is of the view that the current wave of
Feminism has “revolutionized the mainstream feminist discourse with a
variety of perceptions and opinions” (p.15) which can be identified with
postmodernist interpretations of contemporary phenomena. Third-wave
feminism presents “an intersectional and multiperspectival version of
feminism” and promotes “multivocality” like pluralism in postmodern
studies (Snyder, 2008, p. 175). In this context Caroline Ramazanoglu
(2003) states, “[t]here is ample evidence from all over the world that
women can and do struggle for themselves and for each other, but
women are still subject to forces of conservatism and religious obedience
in many areas which favour men” (p. 139). Such issues can best be
studied in the literary works as Aftab (2011) mentions Louis Pratt in her
work who thinks that there is always an “ideological dimension” (p. 10)
in the convention of representation in fictional works and hence Saadawi
brings the marginalized female subject in the center who challenges the
dominant patriarchal culture.

Firdaus, the protagonist of Woman at Point Zero, throughout her life is

seen as a ‘sex object’ and is reduced to body (Langtan, 2009, pp. 228-

229). Like third-wave feminists she moves towards using sexual power

as a resistance against oppression (p. 155). In her own version of feminist

struggle in South African society Firdaus faces certain set of obstacles.
6



Firdaus challenges the idea of womanhood as set by the patriarchal
structure around her. Her identity and selfhood is constantly evolving
throughout the narrative. She tries to use and have control over her body
and freedom to make her own choice. Third-wave feminists take body of
the woman as a strength to control men and achieve a comprehensive
sense of independence which otherwise would never be given to them by
dominant groups of the society. In this regard Firdaus deconstructs the
fixed identity of a woman in Egyptian society and transforms her body
into “a site of rebellion” (Butler, 1990; Saadawi, 1980, p. 166). She
secures authority by playfully engaging her femininity. According to
Saadawi (1990) herself, Firdaus's story is about challenging and
overcoming all the forces that deprive human beings of the basic right to
live with love, peace and freedom (p. 402).

Firdaus is inhumanly exploited by the men in her society and she realizes
that “[w]omen confined to the home are women controlled by men”
(Ramazanoglu, 2003, p. 148). Soft and sweet by nature, she is made to
accept that she has to be terribly hard to fight back as she is told, "Life is
a snake. They [men] are the same.... If the snake realizes you are not a
snake, it will bite you. And if life knows you have no sting, it will devour
you" (Saadawi, 1983, p. 54).

Firdaus suffers exploitation and victimization. For men Firdaus is the
metaphor for body (Bordo, 1193, p. 143). She is objectified and her
worth is measured on the basis of the body parts she has and her
personality is negated if she is incapable of being an instrument of
pleasure for men (Bartky, 1990, p. 26). She becomes an object of gaze
“continuously disappointed and abused” (Saiti&Salti, 1994, p. 158), is
denied her subjectivity and treated as inert, possession (Nussbaum, 1995,
p. 257), “Object of appetite” (Kant, 1963, p. 163), “luxuriant animal, a
beast of pleasure to the rich, a beast of burden to the poor, a poor
creature sacrificed to the pleasure of the male, ignorant and barbaric”
(Mabro, 1991, p. 15). Firdaus finds herself caught in claustrophobic and
suffocating norms of her society where she struggles to find “selfhood
and being” (Aftab, 2011, p. 16) through prostitution as a way to freedom

and liberation” but she does not compromise her essential nature of
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giving her soul and tries to settle herself in the society by using her body.
She struggles to break out of the confines in the form of prostitution.
This challenge of being a prostitute to control her body according to her
will take us to the current wave of Feminism which brings “new
subjectivity in feminist voice” (Ruth, 2000, p. 96).

The sense of religiosity and morality are disdainful for her as they are
used to serve the interests of patriarchy because as a result of the
patriarchy-morality nexus, she is left with two options: “house bound or
hell bound” (Khan, Saigol& Zia, 1994, p. 120). So she becomes an
object of male desire and fantasy because of her physical beauty; the
body becomes the “only significant qualification” for her (p. 39). Firdaus
describes the hypocrisy of her men as she states:

The men I hated most of all were those who tried to give me
advice, or told me that they wanted to rescue me from the life I
was leading . . . they thought they were better than I was . . . they
saw themselves in some kind of chivalrous role (Saadawi, 1983,
p- 88).

She further points to this double standard of her society when she
answers angrily one of her clients, “I am not a prostitute. But right from
my early days my father, my uncle, my husband, all of them, taught me
to grow up as a prostitute” (p. 99). Through her character it is highlighted
how “[w]omen as wives and brides” suffer “hostility and oppression in a
social order” (p. 113). Her determination till end proves her stance not to
be scared of men and exercise her authority. She realizes that “she is the
one who determines her value” (p. 55) and hence, challenges “what is
normal, natural, and desirable” (Ramazanoglu, 2003, p. 148) in her
society. She subverts the fixed and dominant norms of the society and is
shown to become a postmodernist woman using her body to dominate
men. But a closer analysis will reveal that the dwindling hypocritical
standards of the society that oscillate between religious teachings and
modernization (westernization) in the Egyptian culture as represented in
the text make Firdaus confused to choose a path of freedom for herself.
The misinterpretation of religion and radical ideas of western feminism

8



come in clash when it is applied on Firdaus’s body. Her character is
shown as a postmodern reframing of a woman who is ready to use her
body as a weapon to fight back and not a tool to be exploited by men.
One of the strategies she uses, thus, is challenging her subalternity. It is
not her voice that speaks but her body that answers and establishes an
authority to control men.

Firdaus’s story challenges what it means to be a woman. If her character
is examined drawing upon postfeminism, it may be seen that as she
foregrounds her body to challenge patriarchal males, the oppressors, in
the process she loses her soul. The question remains there and the recent
debates in Feminism are inadequate in resolving the issue of female body
versus soul. Is Firdaus happy to be a prostitute? No, because the ultimate
freedom is again in subordination to the male, though she uses her body
to control them but once again, it is the oppressor who is taking pleasure,
and the inner self of Firdaus is never satisfied. How can she be satisfied
when it is the oppressor’s money that feeds her? She has to look towards
the male to pay her so that she feels independent. This ambivalent
conflict of soul and body is the ambivalent characteristic of the concept
of freedom posed by the waves of feminism, be it the so called Muslim
Feminism or Western Feminism. Both the strands of feminism fight for
the identity of a woman but through a certain fixed angle where actual
woman soul is often neglected. Saliba (1995) in her article is of the
opinion that “[w]ith the hybridization of culture resultant from
colonialism, ... women's bodies [have become] sites of resistance to both
the internal "diseases" of the patriarchal class system and the external
"disease" of Western colonialism/imperialism.” (p. 133). In this regard
Firdaus’s body is constantly exploited as shown throughout the narrative
and she keeps on struggling to find her identity.

Firdaus seeks to find what it is to be a woman. Is her identity the
confined and deprived self, presented to her by the religious men of her
society? The body image she carries with herself? The fake and
compromised relationship of love with men? The free restless individual
being played by everyone? These all confused forms of identity leave her

to destroy her physicality by overusing it. She feels a subtle pleasure in
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using her body to reject men at times but tries to preserve her soul by not
submitting to men who are oppressors, and embraces death as ultimate
relief from the oppression. She is furious to hear a pimp say, “There isn’t
a woman on earth who can protect herself” (Saadawi, 1983, p. 92), and
in her “own ways of doing things” she kills him as soon as she finds out
that “the law punishes women like [her], but turns a blind eye to what
men do” (p. 92). She challenges the oppressors that no matter what
happens, her soul will never submit and that she is the ultimate possessor
of her innermost recesses of the body, the inner self, the soul. She also
challenges all the women who remain in state of oppression and intensify
the patriarchal dominance. She is determined to believe that “whatever
the future holds will be more acceptable to her than the life she has left”
(p. 188). Firdaus tells,

Yet not for a single moment did I have any doubts about my own
integrity and honour as a woman. I knew that my profession had
been invented by men, and that men were in control of both our
worlds, the one on earth and the one in heaven. That men force
women to sell their bodies at a price, and that the lowest paid
body is that of a wife. All women are prostitutes of one kind or
another. Because I was intelligent I preferred to be a free
prostitute, rather than an enslaved wife. Every time I gave my
body I charged the highest price...Everybody has a price, and
every profession is paid a salary. The more respectable the
profession, the higher the salary, and a person's price goes up as
he climbs the social ladder. (p. 91)

Firdaus never gives up and at the end she plays the last part of her life by
telling her story "to allow her individual act of challenge and defiance to
become part of the public record of social opposition to the authoritarian
political structures and patriarchal hierarchies of Egyptian society"
(Harlow, 1987, p. 138). Firdaus’s attempt to tell her story to be written is
a victory as "writing back" to fight the oppressors (Ashcroft, Griffiths &
Tiffin, 1989). She fights to transform from instrument of repression into
instrument of authority. In the processes of using her body to gain

freedom she discovers her soul that can never be conquered by male.
10



Killing a man in self-defense makes her feel light and elated that she is
powerful and can fight back if she wills. Destroying an oppressor is her
achievement though the price of which she has to pay in the form of
death sentence but it does not cripple her determination to embrace death
as an honoured rejection of perverted and distorted patriarchal structures.
She constructs her powerful identity by telling the “savage and
dangerous” (Saadawi, 1983, p. 100) truth that “No woman can be a
criminal. To be a criminal one must be a man” (p. 100). Men are afraid
of her for she has “torn the mask way, and exposed the face of their ugly
reality” and are afraid to let her live. She says, “My life means their
death, my death means their life...The freedom I enjoy fills them with
anger” (pp. 100-101). At the end she tells that death and truth require a
great courage to face them and truth is like death which kills and so men
“do not fear my knife. It is my truth which frightens them”. (p. 102)

For Baumgardner (as cited in Snyder, 2008, p. 177), “Feminism is
something individual to each feminist” and therefore, Firdaus takes
refuge in whatever form of authority she finds in a male-dominated
society and its related patriarchal structures. She struggles to break free
from the traditionally expected submissive roles that demand obedience
and self-sacrifice. She never wants to be measured and judged against
certain roles attached with her gender where she is expected to be
passive, enduring and self-sacrificing woman. She rejects submission to
any form of oppression of a woman that descends her to point zero.
Rather, she dismantles all forms of standardization of feminist stance that
teach woman to use themselves to become powerful and creates her own
identity as she chooses death as method of her liberation just to give a
powerful message that one has to be brave enough to confront the truth.
She is not willing to bear the burden of cultural traditions that degrade
and oppress woman. Barbara Harlow (1987) sees Firdaus’s willingness
to let her story written down as a way “to allow her individual act of
challenge and defiance to become part of the public record of social
opposition to the authoritarian political structures and patriarchal
hierarchies of Egyptian society” (138). Firdaus’s character adds a
significant dimension to the misery of all those women who are seen by
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the world as socially rebellious and independent as they secure control of
their bodies in a life of prostitution. But their inside stories reveal their
struggle to save the essence of their being; soul from brutal patriarchal
chains they get caught into. This also represents that a woman always has
to pay a huge price whenever it comes to gain her individuality; an
independent position in patriarchal society, and in the case studied above
the price is the loss of a precious life of a woman whose only desire was
to be loved and respected as a human being.
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Abstract

The controversy of the medium of instruction in Pakistan is old
and its roots date back to the pre-Independence Colonial
period. Pakistan inherited an educational structure from the
British Empire which was later largely modified but its certain
essential features are in place to date. The banishment of
Urduand, in its stead, the inclusion of English as a medium of
instruction is one such feature which, in its own right, is a well-
recognized colonial relic. The use of English as a medium of
instruction in Pakistan has its defenders as well as detractors.
However, what is crucially missing in this debate, is the expert
opinion and the evidence-based technical and dispassionate
analysis of the problem at hand. A large number of the people
who usually participate in this debate tend to come up with
unsubstantiated claims and opinion-based generalizations. This
paper intends to make a well substantiated appraisal of the loss
and gain of the medium of instruction, andexamines the
relevance and value of the first language (in our case, Urdu)in
the context of the medium of instruction. Finally, the paper
expects to bring about an informed understanding of the
process, context, objectives, and outcomes of the medium of
instruction from the perspective of language pedagogy and
planning.

Keywords: Urdu, medium of instruction, English, Pakistan, education.



“The medium is the message”i, said Marshall McLuhan, a Canadian
philosopher and intellectual. What McLuhan meant was that the form of
a medium embeds itself in any message it would transmit or convey,
creating a symbiotic relationship by which the medium influences how
the message is perceived."A medium of instruction is a language used in
formalized settings for instructional purposes. In a somewhat more
technical sense, it is the means whereby a message is transmitted with
reference to speech and writing."'Since the 1980s, a renewal of interest in
language-planning research has created anincreasedawarenessas to the
fact thatthe medium-of-instruction question in education hasdecisive
impact not only upon the academicoutput of students, but also on
severalkinds of social and economic (in) equalities.

Furthermore, because academic institutions play such a vitalpart in
defining and constructing societal hierarchies, economic opportunity, and
political power, the medium-of-instruction policies therefore play a
critical part in forming social identities and political systems.”The
question of the medium of instruction is crucial in any talk of education
and language policy. There is a near consensus among educationists,
psychologists and academicians that students are best instructed in their
own language (in our case regional languages) or at least in that language
with which they have social and cultural intimacy (in our case Urdu).”
Some of the expert opinions are quoted to this effect:

1. However, research findings consistently show that
learners benefit from using their home language in education in
early grade years (ahead of a late primary transition stage)."”

2. If the language of instruction is the same as the child's
mother tongue, there is a better chance for the child to 'fit in' and
continue with education.""

3. Parents will feel they can actually make a difference in
their child's education if they are freely able to communicate this
teachers and be able to help at home. "™

4. Recent research strongly supports bilingual education and
shows that students who speak, read, and write their first

language well are more apt to succeed academically.™™™
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5. Education or more properly internalization of knowledge
is a highly complex process and cannot take place so long as the
child remains pestered by the intricacies of medium.™"

6. It is axiomatic that the best medium for teaching a child is
his mother tongue. Psychologically, it is the best system of
meaningful signs that in his mind works automatically for
expression and understanding. Sociologically, it is a means of
identification among members of the community to which he
belongs. Educationally, he learns more quickly through it than
through an unfamiliar linguistic medium.™"

7. Many studies have found that cognitive and academic
development in the first language has an extremely important and

positive effect on second language schooling.™

So much about the importance of the first language as the medium of
instruction. All the points mentioned above underscore the value of the
first language as the medium of instruction. At the same time if there are
those who emphasize the use of the first language as the medium of
instruction, there are also those who criticize the imposition of English as
a medium of instruction.” Yvonne Freeman and David Freeman in their
valuable book, ESL/EFL Teaching: Principles for Success(1998)have
expressed serious reservations as to the use of English as a medium of
instruction:

...although learning is natural and happens all the time, we
cannot learn what we do not understand. Learning involves
demonstrations (we see people doing things), engagement (we
decide we want to do those things), and sensitivity (nothing is
done or said that convinces us we can’t do those things). When
the demonstration is given in English to nonnative speakers, they
may not understand what they are seeing or hearing. If they don’t
understand the demonstration, they probably won’t choose to
engage in the activity. And if they don’t understand what the
teacher says, they may become convinced that they can’t learn.
At all three stages, instruction in English simply may not be

comprehensible enough for learning to take place.™
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Sometimes,in the developing and postcolonial countries like Pakistan,
parents in a franticeffort to make their children speak English fluently,
start using English at home. This approach has been criticized for various
linguistic, psychological and cultural reasons. Linguistically, instead of
giving children some genuine help, it is more likely to end in the
impoverishment of communication due to an extensive exposure to
substandard language. Furthermore, it is one of the major reasons for the
loss of the first language. Psychologically such an immersion into an
alien language which is not backed by the home culture may hinder the
conceptual development of children.™"" This is how this approach has
been analyzed linguistically as well as culturally:

Ancestral language loss also may occur because non-English-
speaking parents, in an effort to help their children acquire
English quickly, talk to them in their second language, English.
Sometimes, unfortunately, this practice is catalyzed by teacher
pressure. Moved by the desire to have non-English speaking
students acquire English as quickly as possible, well-meaning but
ill-advised teachers sometimes recommend that language
minority parents use English with their children at home. When
this happens, the nature of the communication between parents
and children tends to become impoverished. Parents, for example,
may find it difficult, if not impossible, to share with their children
their most subtle, rich, and intimate feelings and thoughts in a
language that is alien to them.™""

In yet another book, Language Issues in Comparative Education
(2013),Carol Benson andKimmoKosonen voiced the same concerns,
“The idea that using English as a medium leads to improved English
competence emerges as a central but totally unsubstantiated belief.”**In
the light of these observations, it is very important to re-conceptualize
the question of the medium of instruction in Pakistan. In Pakistan, for all
intents and purposes, English is widely used as medium of instruction,
especially in the institute of higher education i.e. colleges and
universities. Mr. AltafHussain, former vice-chancellor of the Allama

Igbal Open University, stated in an interview that the official medium of
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instruction at graduate as well as undergraduate level in Pakistan is just
English.** Similarly, in a groundbreaking study conducted to map out the
sociolinguistic landscape of language planning in Pakistan, this situation
has been assessed in the following words:

Within the context of Higher Education, in all educational
policies and reports of education commissions and committees set
up between 1957 and 1998, [and to date as well] the official
policy has been to maintain English as the medium of teaching
and learning. It is important to note that this policy continues to
be regarded as an interim arrangement.™

However, although we have largely embraced English as a medium of
instruction, there seems to be little realization on the part of the policy
makers and government officials as to the loss and gain of this approach.
Most of the arguments given in favor of adopting English as a medium of
instruction boils down to one generalization: The global significance of
English and the availability of state-of-the-art knowledge in this
language. No sane person can deny the truthfulness of this claim yet
mere truthfulness of a claim does not make its adoption profitable in
every situation.Therefore, the real question for us in Pakistan is not
whether English is globally an important language or whether there is
state-of-the-art knowledge in it. Obviously the importance of English is a
given. These are, indeed very significant, yet secondary questions. The
real question is whether in Pakistan we have the requisite mechanism and
the necessary infrastructure to teach this language and to introduce it as a
medium of instruction. We must remember that the medium of
instruction cannot be that language which is likely to turn out to be
aformidable challenge in its own right. This would be, for all practical
purposes, a case of mistaking themeans for theends. It is common
knowledge that language teaching requires some sort of basic
infrastructure (such as audio visual aids, language labs), a large number
of qualified teachers,and a specialized knowledge base.

Therefore our real question is more pragmatic than pedagogic. In
Pakistan we do not have even the most basic of facilities at our schools,

19



let alone a viable mechanism to teach an international language or to
prepare our students for using English as a medium of instruction.
According to a report of News Pakistan, a web-based newspaper:

Not surprisingly a large number of public-sector schools are
lacking basic facilities, including clean drinking water and
seating arrangements....Although basic education must be top
priority of the governments, it is not the case in Pakistan. The
condition and quality of education government primary schools
providing in major areas of the country are worsening with every
year.Hundreds of ghost schools have been registered to grab
funds from the nation exchequer. In most of the rural areas,
school buildings have been used as drawings rooms and cattle
sheds by the local landowners. Students and teachers are forced
to sit under trees in the open fields...There are hundreds of other
educational institutions that lack infrastructure including toilets,
clean drinking water, playgrounds and furniture in class rooms.
Another dilemma of these schools is shortage of teaching staff.*"

In the midst of all these complicated issues and intractable problems, the
irony is that the Punjab School Education Department has notified the
conversion of all its schools from the Urdu medium to English medium.
This decision was taken in order to compete with the “globalized world
in the field of knowledge.”“ﬁiln a similar vein, The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa governmentmade a decision to adopt English as medium of
instruction in all the public-sector schools in 2014. The argument given
for this move to bring the public schools at par with the private
schools.Nevertheless, one feels that the provincial government did not do
any hard thinking before taking this radical step.Such questions as to
what the impact of this change of medium will be and what the first-rate
research has to say on the subject.

Therefore, such positions are exceedingly idealized and the ones which
exhibit an utter disconnect with the ground realities and the grass-root
problems. How far removed for the ground realities this position is can
be understood by consulting Julie Dearden’s study.In 2014, Julie
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Dearden, Senior Research and Development Fellow at the University of
Oxford, conducted a study titled English as a Medium of Instruction — A
Growing Global Phenomenon. The study was sponsored by the Centre
for Research and Development in English Medium Instruction, Oxford
University Press and published by the British Council. The study covered
51 countries including Pakistan.It is a very insightful study which lays
bare many perceptive perspectives which may help us conceptualize the
problematic nature of English as medium of instruction in just in
Pakistan but also in all the non-English countries, especially the
developing countries. Here are some of the major findings of this study:

In many countries the educational infrastructure does not support
quality English medium instruction provision: there is a shortage
of linguistically qualified teachers; there are no stated
expectations of English language proficiency; there appear to be
few organizational or pedagogical guidelines which might lead to
effective English medium instruction teaching and learning; there
is little or no English medium instruction content in initial teacher
education (teacher preparation) programs and continuing
professional development (in-service) courses.™"

Moreover, the study showed that the primary and secondary school
teachers across Pakistan are not even minimally qualified to use English
as a Medium of Instruction. The study tested the English language skills
of 2008 primary and middle school teachers in public and private schools
in 18 districts of Punjab using the British Council’s Aptis language
testing system —a modern and customizable English language
proficiency test prepared to meet the varied needs of individuals and
organizationsthe world over."*'According to the major findings:

1. 62 per cent of private school teachers and 56 per cent of
government school teachers registered scores in the lowest
possible band in the Aptis test, meaning they lack even
basicknowledge of English, including the ability to understand
and use familiar everydayexpressions and simple phrases.
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2. Most of the remaining teachers received scores that placed
them in beginners’ level.

3. Even in English medium instruction schools, 44 per cent
of teachers scored in the bottom Aptis band. In all, 94 per cent of
teachers in English medium instruction schools have only pre-
intermediate level of English or lower.

4. Younger teachers had a much higher level of English than
older colleagues. 24 per cent ofteachers aged 21-35 scored in the
pre-intermediate and intermediate categories, compared with just

seven per cent of those aged 51 and over.™"

These findings, which are also independently corroborated by
other studies, paint an extremely bleak picture. Look at the first
finding as it is somewhat counterintuitive. Usually we tend to
assume that the private schools in Pakistan have better qualitied
teachers than the government schools. But this assumption is
falsified by this finding. Even then the situation is very hopeless as
62% private schools teachers and 56% government school teachers
scored lowest possible band. This is very alarming. Even the so-
called English-medium schools fared poorly on the Aptis test. The
age variable is also interesting here as the younger teachers
performed somewhat better than their older counterparts. All in all,
these finding bring about an assessment which must rightly put us
on alert.

At the same time, we do have plenty of research-based evidence
which shows that the most effective medium for school education
is the language a child alreadypossesses and the one to which he or
she is naturally exposed in his or her culturalsetting.”""Moreover,
research has also demonstrated that students who are taught in
their first language tend to stay longer in schools
andperformbetterin exams as well as in classrooms. And what is
utterly forgotten is the fact that English is not the medium of
instruction even in such developed countries as France, China,
Japan, Germany, Russia and South Korea which have far more

economic and educational resources than Pakistan.
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Moreover, in Pakistan, today we are facing the consequences of
what we sowed in the 1980s when the unimpededbourgeoning of
private schools led the education system to be radically moved
towards“English medium”. Setting aside the commercial motives,
let us suppose that this move was motivated by the conviction that
learning English is indispensable in the contemporary Anglophone
world. But unfortunately the teachers recruited by such schools
had extremely questionable proficiency in the English language
themselves. This trend continues to date because these so-called
English medium schools routinely hire underqualified teachers and
pay them very meagre salaries. Even today one can easily
noticethe billboardspompouslypublicizing an English medium
school with semantic, idiomatic and syntactic blunders. It is not
hard to imagine the level and quality of education imparted by
such schools.”™""Rauf Parekh, a distinguished Urdu lexicographer,
linguist and columnist describes the complexity of the situation
anecdotally:

My personal experience is that even at the university level out
of a class of, say, 35 students, hardly 10 can express
themselves in correct English. And, since they take pride in
being educated at an English-medium school or college, they
announce arrogantly that their Urdu is very poor, as if not
knowing Urdu is an additional qualification. As a result, the
new graduates that the colleges and universities are churning
out every year know neither Urdu nor English. I am sorry to
say that most of them are semi-literates though they hold
degrees. Most of them cannot grasp even the basics of the
discipline they claim to have graduated in as one major

XXiX

stumbling block is language.

On the other hand, it is a well-established and well-documented
fact that during the 19™ and 20™ centuries only those nations could
manage to progress industrially as well as educationally which
took their own national language as the medium of

instruction.”*Pakistan could also have followed in the footsteps of
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Germany, France, China, Japan and other such developed nations
which adopted their own national languages as mediums of
instruction. But we decided to embark on a new experiment which
has been failing us ever since. Shan-ul-HaqHaqqee, one of the
leading lexicographers and scholars of Urdu,said in 1986: “Urdu
has forcibly been kept away from the fields of science and
technology ... we do not have confidence in ourselves and our
language ... it has been reduced to a status which has rendered it
useful for culture and literature alone.”'What Shan-ul-
HagHaqgee is saying is also corroborated by a report published by
UNESCO in 2007 which clearly recognized thatproviding
education in a child's own tongue is indeed a critical issue.”™"

To sum up, we can say that the foremost purpose of a medium of
instruction is to facilitate the learning and to enable to learners to
internalize the new concepts, ideas and theories. Hence a medium of
instruction is a means, and not an end in itself. No doubt, English has its
own value as an international language, but every country has a right to
make an objective appraisal of the loss and gain of its adoption as a
medium of instruction. The present researchersthemselvesare associated
with the teaching of English for so many years and have no animosity
towards this language. They are fully aware of its value and significance.
However, the real question is whether in Pakistan we have some viable
mechanism to make our students proficient in this language so that they
use it functionally as a medium of instruction. The answer to this
question is simply ‘no’. Unfortunately, we do not have such basic
facilities in our schools as drinking water, boundary walls, qualified
teachers, let alone English language teaching technology.

Moreover, it has also been noted that students learn better in their first
language. Plentiful evidence has been marshal to make this point.
Psychologically, culturally and linguistically, the use of the first
language as a medium of instruction is far more profitable and pragmatic.
In Pakistan we are nowhere near having even the most rudimentary
infrastructure to teach English in thousands of schools scattered in the

width and breadth of this country. Therefore, in the light of this
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discussion, it is recommended that the State should make arrangements
for the parallel introduction of Urdu mediuminstruction at all levels. We
should not abolish English medium but we must also furnish the
alternative Urdu medium option to those who cannot cope with the
intricacies of English. Parallel mediums of instruction are not uncommon
in the world and we can also try this in Pakistan.

References

‘McLuhan, Marshall. "Understanding media." (1965): p. 511

ii McLuhan, Marshall, and Quentin Fiore. "The medium is the message."
New York 123 (1967): 126-128.

iiiMalamah—Thomas, A. (1987). Classroom interaction. Oxford
University. pp. 186-188.

ivTollefson, James W., and Amy BM Tsui, eds. Medium of instruction
policies: Which agenda? Whose agenda?. Routledge, 2003. p. vii.

“Tsui, Amy BM, and James W. Tollefson. "The centrality of medium-of-
instruction policy in sociopolitical processes." Medium of instruction
policies: Which agenda? Whose agenda (2004): p. 13.

“"Muthwii, Margaret Jepkirui, and Angelina NdukuKioko. "A fresh quest
for new language bearings in Africa." (2003): p. 97.

Vi'Kosonen, Kimmo. "Education in local languages: Policy and practice
in South-East Asia." Asia-Pacific Programme of Education for All First
Language First: Community-based Literacy Programmes for Minority
Language Contexts in Asia. Bangkok: UNESCO Bangkok, 2005. (2005):
p. 96.

25



ViiBenson, Carolyn J. "Real and potential benefits of bilingual
programmes in developing countries." International Journal of Bilingual
Education and Bilingualism 5, no. 6 (2002): p. 317.

*Greene, Jay Phillip. A meta-analysis of the effectiveness of bilingual
education. Claremont, CA: Tomas Rivera Policy Institute, 1998. p. 167.
*Ovando, Carlos J., Virginia P. Collier, and M. C. Combs. "Bilingual and
ESL classrooms." New York: McGrawHill (1985). p. 84.

XiCollier, V., and W. Thomas. "Effectiveness in bilingual education."
Orlando, FL: National Association of Bilingual Education (1996). p. 99.
“iCummins, James. "Linguistic interdependence and the educational
development of bilingual children." Review of educational research 49,
no. 2 (1979): p. 230.

XiiCited in, Baker, Colin. Foundations of bilingual education and
bilingualism. Vol. 79. Multilingual matters, 2011. p. 284.

*“Heath, Inez A., and Cheryl Serrano. "Teaching English as a Second
Language." (1999). p. 11.

“Obondo, Margaret Akinyi. "Tensions between English and mother
tongue teaching in post-colonial Africa." In International handbook of
English language teaching, pp. 37-50. Springer US, 2007. p. 134.
“ifreeman, Yvonne S., and David E. Freeman. ESL/EFL teaching:
Principles for success. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1998. p. 212.
“iCymmins, James. "The role of primary language development in
promoting educational success for language minority students."
Schooling and language minority students: A theoretical framework 349

(1981). p. 36.

26



“iiOQyando, Carlos J. "Bilingual education in the United States:
Historical development and current issues." Bilingual research journal
27, no. 1 (2003): p. 19.

**Benson, Carol, and K. Konsonen. Language issues in comparative
education. Rotterdam: Sense Publishers, 2013. p. 80.

*Rassool, Naz, Kathleen Heugh, and SabihaMansoor. Global issues in
language, education and development: Perspectives from postcolonial
countries. Vol. 4. Multilingual matters, 2007. p. 90.

“ibid. p. 93.

“iFaisal Faroog, “Schools with no basic facilities,” News Pakistan,
March 23, 2012, accessed October 2, 2016,
http://www.newspakistan.pk/2012/03/23/schools-basic-facilities/.

il Cited in Dearden, J. "English as a medium of instruction—a growing
global phenomenon. British Council." (2014). p. 13.

“Dearden, J. "English as a medium of instruction—a growing global
phenomenon. British Council." (2014). p. 2.

“YO’Sullivan, Barry, and British Council. "Aptis test development
approach." (2012). p. 23.

“ifpid. p. 24.

i akanRingbom. The role of the first language in foreign language
learning. Vol. 34. Multilingual Matters Ltd, 1987. p. 173.

il Rauf Parekh, “Urdu as medium of instruction and compulsory
subject,” DAWN, July 15, 2013, accessed October 2, 2016,
http://www.dawn.com/news/1029000.

XiXThid.

27



“*Burke, Peter. Languages and communities in early modern Europe.
Cambridge University Press, 2004.p. 135.

“Xibid. p. 149.

il TNESCO, “Results of the Seventh Consultation of Member States
on the Implementation of the Convention and Recommendation Against
Discrimination in Education”, August 17, 2007. Accessed October 2,

2016, http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001523/152344e.pdf.

28



FOLK LITERATURE AND HISTORY: A SURVEY OF
LITERATURE

Iftikhar Ahmad Sulehri
Lecturer Punjabi
Government Shalimar College Lahore

ABSTRACT

In this article the writer has reviewed relevant literature to
describe the relation between folk literature and the history. In
the beginning of the article the writer has discussed what
history and its sources are. After that the theory of oral history
has been discussed. At the end of the article the writer has
discussed the parallels and apart between folk literature and
history. Folk literature reflects the political, cultural, and social
lives of the people of any area. It has guided the people in the
field of psychology and sociology. But some historians say that
there is too much subjectivity in folk literature. So it cannot be
considered an authentic source of history. The history which is
derived from folk literature represents the common thoughts of
a nation. People get awareness of the past through it.

What is History?

History, in nationalistic terms, is such a type of knowledge which
persuades a nation to gain power. So the knowledge of history is
honored. Through this knowledge man can know his past and is also
linked with it. The knowledge of history helps man to understand his
present. Any nation can get guidance through her history and the coming
generations get lessons from it. Various historians have defined history
in differentterms. According to K.B Smellie: "History is knowledge
about the past which is to be found from records which now exist" (1947,
p- 73).

James T. Shortwellgives a more prescriptive definition of history as he is
of the view: “The word “history” itself comes to us from sixth century
Ionians and is the name they gave to their achievement. It meant, not the
telling of a tale, but the search for knowledge and the truth.” (1922, p.
6).For Archibald Robertson, history is the knowledge of joint part into



whole.“History is a link uniting each of us as an individual with a whole
greater than ourselves” (1952, p. 1).

According to The Encyclopaedia Americana’ experiential definition:
“History is the past experience of mankind” (1829, p. 226). On the other
hand The New Encylopaedia Britannica defines it in disciplinary terms
as:“History [is] the discipline that studies the chronological record of
events” (Guinn & Swanson, 1974, p. 949).

By keeping in view the above definitions, we can conclude history is
such a type of knowledge in which we can study the past. Present always
knows the past. We can make our present better by keeping in mind the
past. History plays an important role in the ups and downs of a nation.
History is such a teacher which tells us about our past mistakes so that
those past mistakes may not be repeated. We know the deeds of our
forefathers through history.

Sources of History:

Today sources of history are challenged by many critics. It is argued that
sources cannot be equalized to law because in history there is role of
historians, their own opinions, affiliations and passions. So it is
necessary to analyze the sources and historical biographical context of
the historians before making a final decision on the authenticity of a
work of history. Besides this, government documents, letters, secret
reports, commands and personal memories should be studied realistically
as they help the historians in writing the history. Contemporary records
are also considered the basic source of history. By using them, a historian
makes writings a part of history.

A contemporary record, according to Gottschalk is a
document intended to convey instructions regarding a
transaction or to aid the memory of the persons
immediately involved in the transaction. The instruction
document may be in the form of an appointment
notification, a command on the battle field, a direction
from foreign office to the ambassador, etc. Usually such

documents have little chance of deceit of error. However,
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it is absolutely essential to ascertain their authenticity
before accepting their contents. (Rahman, 2005, p. 20)

Another type of historical sources is secret reports.Although their
importance is less than contemporary records, yet they are considereda
source of knowledge of history.

The confidential reports are not intended for the general
audience and are less reliable than the contemporary
records. Usually they are written after the event to create a
particular impression. The military and diplomatic
dispatches are an example of these sorts of reports. (p. 21)

Personal letters are also considered reliable sources of history. As the
writer of a letter expresses his personal feelings, so the historic value of
the letter is less. But a historian gets help from letters in authenticating
history.

The personal letters, which lack the testimony of a skilled
observer, are another credible source of history. These
letters are usually meant for a particular person, or a
family and deal with all sorts of matters. Usually personal
letters possess the quality of politeness and esteem which
may mislead a reader not conversant with the customs and
traditions of the persons who has written the letters.
Further, there is also a possibility that these letters may
not contain entire truth. (p. 21)

European historians of 17th and 18th centuries have acknowledged the
government documents as a basic source of history and has stressed upon
the importance of Egyptian written mateials. As a result of this,
historians have considered that the history which depends upon
government records and basic materials is authentic.

Numerous government documents are compiled, which
are a source of vital importance to the historians. For
example, the government compiles statistics about fiscal,
census, and vital matters which can be made use of by the
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historians. But properly speaking these complications do
not constitute a primary source because they have been
compiled by persons who are many steps removed from
the actual observation. Yet it cannot be denied that there
reports are of first hand importance. (p. 22)

Historians have also found sources of history in the form of
autobiographies, agreements, charters and pamphlets. With the help of
these they can write better history. According to Charles Oman: “History
is to be studied from many other sources—all modern history mainly
from written sources—chronicles, autobiographies, speeches, pamphlets,
collections of treaties, charters, statistics, codes of laws, and so forth”
(1939, p. 26, 27).

Speeches, as stated in the quotation above, also help a historian in
documenting history. A historian can reach on conclusion by knowing
the psychology of speaker. “Collections of speeches are, as everyone
must acknowledge, the most tedious section of historical sources. Their
chief use is to throw light on the psychology of the speaker rather than on
the course of events” (p. 30).

Finally, folk literature, though somewhat controversial,is also considered
an important source of history as it represents the collective thinking of a
nation. That is why for writing the real history of people, folk literature is
considered the authentic source. “The folklores, which tell us the stories
of legendary heroes, are also an important source of history in as much
as they tell us about the aspirations, super stations and customs of the
people among whom the stories developed” (Rahman, 2005, p. 23).

This means that personal letters, diaries, secret reports government
documents, contemporary autobiographies, agreements, charters,
pamphlets, speeches and folk literature, are some of the sources that can
be invoked by a historian to document authentic history. While all these
sources are important, the present paper focuses only the role of oral
history particularly the one informed by folk literature in shaping the
course of history in general.

Theory of Oral History:
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The knowledge of history which is transferred from one generation to
others orally through person to person without writings is called oral
history. Oral history is as much old as history itself because history
develops through lives. Always the old family members have been
telling the deeds of their forefathers to their next generations. In this way
oral history develops. When we read the basic books on history of the
east and the west, we see the deep effects of oral history. We can find
easily the oral traditions in the historical books of Herodotus and
Thucydides. David Henige writes:

Only the works of Herodotus and Thucydides have
survived intact and the work of both, each in its own way,
presaged much later historical investigation. Both
combined the use of oral tradition with information
collected personally from informants. By his own account
Herodotus travelled widely throughout Asia Minor and
the Near East collecting stories about the past and
investigating monumental remains there, so that much of
what he included in his work purported to relate to periods
many centuries before his own time. (1982, p. 7, 8)

Herodotus collected Egyptian stories and folkloresspecially he searched
out information about South Asia. The work of Thucydides is different
and unique. In the words of David Henige:

Thucydides started recording almost as soon as the war
began and continued throughout the 27 years it lasted,
wandering from one Greek city to another interviewing
participants using these data helped him to include
numerous speeches in his work, about which he admitted
that he did not aim for ‘strict accuracy’ but preferred
instead to describe what he felt were ‘the sentiments most
befitting’ the occasion on which the speeches were
delivered. (p. 8)

They used the oral evidences as basic sources. Their predecessors have
also used oral effects in their writings.
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European historians of 17th and 18th centuries have considered the
government documents as a basic source of history and writings of that
era are considered important. As a result of this historians considered that
history an authentic one. For a long period of time the criteria of history
was government documents. And it is clear from the above writing that
the concept of oral history is present in all areas and eras. But this credit
goes to Professor Allan Nevin who put the oral history into a separate
discipline. He laid the foundation of this separate discipline in Columbia
University.

The oral history began at Columbia University in 1948
under the leadership of Professor Allan Nevin. The object
was to seek accounts that were never recorded,
explanations of motives that do not appear on paper, and
other elusive elements of history. (p. 9)

Herodotus has gathered the Egyptian stories and folklore. After
Thucydides, many Greek and Roman Historians have used written and
oral traditions in their writings.The writings of European historians of
middle ages are heaped with the use of oral tradition.Traditional families
of Bhat and Dhhadies were present in Europe in that era which knew
about the important matters of royal family.

An important early group of what we would call
traditional historians were the bards and poets of the Eltic
world wales, Scotland and especially Ireland. Like many
historians of the day, these people spoke about the past as
a way to earn a livelihood and to gain prestige within their
own society. (Kachroo, 1985, p. 257)

Those dictator powers who set up their reigns on other lands, they wrote
the history of slave nations by keeping in view their own benefits so that
they can prolong their rule in those areas.By keeping in view the folk
customs of these reigns, history is being reviewed. Allan Nevins calls the
folk literature as mirror to history.

Allan Nevins, the founder of Columbia University’s oral

history program in 1948, is among those who feel that
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folklore mirrors history, and he points out that folk songs
and legends should be considered in the study of
American history. (Motell, 1996, p. 179)

Can folk literature be considered the oral history?According to historians
it is also a controversial topic.George Laurence Gomme has given to
folklore the status of historical science. He says there is deep relation
between folk literature and history. We have found its evidence like this.

It will be seen that the problems which the two sciences,
history and folklore, have to solve in conjunction are not a
few and that they are extremely complex. They cannot be
solved if history and folklore are separated; they may be
solved if the professors in each work together, both
recognizing what there is of value in the other. History in
its earliest stages is either entirely dependent upon foreign
authorities, or it has to follow the practice of the earlier
and unscientific historian and to deny that there is any
history, or at all events and history worth recording,
before the advent, perhaps the accidental advent, of an
historian on native ground. History in its late stages is
dependent upon the person assets of or ability of each
historian for the record of events and facts. (1908, p. 35,

36)
Relation between Folk Literature and History:

Philip Jordan, Y.M. Sokolove and many other historians opine that we
can express the real picture of a society by viewing its folk
literature.According to Motell:

Russian historical songs have been excellent sources of
history when approached by the discarding scholar Y. M.
Sokolove described how the tendency of the people to
idealise Ivan the Terrible led to a departure from historical
truth in one of their songs. In the year 1581 Ivan the
Terrible, in a fit of wrath, murdered his son Ivan, but in

historical song describing the incident, the anger of Ivan
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was vented on another son who had been accused of
treachery. Other than this one radical departure from
reality, Soklov contended the song preserved a great many
of the real circumstances surrounding the event. (Motell,
1996, p. 179)

Philip Jordan who is a cultural historian presents his opinion in the
following words: “Folklore grows out of the national experience, Jordan
states, and an understanding of oral tradition would greatly contribute to
those who wish more clearly to understand the historical narrative.”(as
cited in Motell, 1996, p. 180)

The folklorist Knut Liestol studied the origin of the Iceland Sagas and
persuasively argued that under favoring conditions oral history can
preserve its core of reality over long periods of them. By a close analysis
of oral radiations that originated during the period 930 to 1030 and later
were written down in the record-keeping, different from written
historical accounts (Motell, 1996, p. 181). According to David Henige, it
is impossible to write the history of any era without the help of folk
literature.Every single item of folklore, every tradition, had its origins in
some definite in the history of man(Henige, 1982, p. 7).

Criticism of Theory ofFolk Literature as History:

Motell describes Robert Lowic’s criticism of folk literature saying that
folk literature can be used in other social sciences but it cannot be
considered as history.

He further stated that stories of war and quarrels are not
records of actual occurrences but are folklore, as attested
to by their geographical distribution. Lowic conceded the
point that tradition narratives are significant in the
understanding of psychological, social and religious
phenomena associated with a tribal culture, but he
categorically refused to allow any historical credence to
the details of the narratives. (Motell, 1996, p. 177, 178)

Homer Hockettalso goes against oral history and says:
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Historian can make nothing of them of any positive value,
in the absence of corroboratory evidence of a
documentary, archaeological, or other kind, for the simple
reason that they cannot be traced to their origins. And
without knowledge of origins the ordinary critical tests
cannot be applied. (as cited in Motell, 1996, p. 177)

Lord Raglon has also expressed similar thoughts by asserting that
characters in folk stories are not humans but gods.

Conclusion:

So in conclusion,we can say that folk literature expresses the political,
cultural,and social lives of the people of any area.So we can say, to reach
the collective thinking,we have to study its literature. Folk literature has
guided us in the field of psychology and sociology. But some historians
say that there is too much subjectivity in folk literature.Man expresses
his own thoughts in it, so it cannot be termed as history.

We can say that folk literature expresses our feelings. The history which
is derived from folk literature represents the common thoughts of a
nation or culture. We get awareness of the past through it.The people
who study other branches of knowledge can take advantage of folk
literature. So, folk literature, in part, is history.
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