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This article, translated from Persian, is an introduction to a nice sample of
colophony. It evaluates the significance of the colophone. Importance of a

colophone has been suggested to be measured by keeping "Siraj ul Lughat" as

standard.
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The book "Armaghan-e-Aalam" is a private selection of poetry of famous
political leader and literary figure Dr. Syed Mahmood. This selection of poetry
was composed in Ahmad Nahar Jail in 1944 in era of British India. The book
contains verse selection from Arabic, Persian, Urdu and Hindi literature. From
the prism of book, one can read the psychological condition of the compiler. We
can also realize that how in the period of existence in solitude one can draw his
feelings and thoughts before the reader. The paper critically reviews this rare

book.
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Qazi Siraj ul Din launched a weekly Chaudhween Saddi (fourteenth century) as
its editor on 1 March 1895. This newspaper has been serving the cause of the
Muslims for a long period. In this paper, the writer has shown how this
journalistic work and its editor served the language and people by giving voice

to Muslims of the subcontinent.
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Molana Arshi was a man who possessed multiple talents. His research work is
called as Gateway to Knowledge. His name and work are important in the field
of textual criticism. In this paper, the history of the state of Rampur and the
services of its rulers is given as a background to the study of Arshi's life and

works.
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In this paper the writer has evaluated Molana Haali's moral and aesthetic
consciousness in the light of contemporary sensibility. It has been asserted that
Haali was clear about the reasons for the decline of Muslim civilization in the
subcontinent. Therefore, he was able to prescribe a solution through his writings
for the problems Muslims faced. This prescription helped in nourishing not only

our literary tradition but also civilizational and academic.
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Sarcasm on AllamaShibliNoumani in connection withNadvatuUllamabecame
the part of history, but there was no less criticism on him in the literary world.
Although his literary contribution has been recognized; his abilities as a poet, as
a historian, as a critic and intellectual are established and proved by several
editions of his books during more than hundred years, but it is also true that the
criticism by Molvi Abdul Haque has gradually been converted as 'Shibli'sImage
Damaging,' and Hafiz MehmoodSherani, WaheedQureshi, Munshi Muhammad
Amin Zuberi, AttiyaFaizi and Sheik Muhammad Ikram tried to damage his
personality and literary work. There is no doubt, this series did notcommence in
Shilbi's life or after his death in 1914, but after the publishing of
"Hayat-e-Shibli" by Syed SulemanNadvi in 1943. In this article, it is tried to

figure out the reasons of harmdone to Shibli's image as a literary figure.
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In Iran the fourteenth and fifteenth centuriesareconsidered the period of social
chaos and literary decline.However,in the time of decline there came a great Sufi
poet and writer Sheikh Azari. Hewasthe savior of great Sufi Persian literature.
He had started his career as a poet of court but ultimately he left the praise of
Kings and turned into a mystic. This article presents a biographical and

bibliographical review of Sheikh Azari.
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Malik Ram and Dr. Waheed Qureshi are the well known personalities in Urdu
literature, who share similarities in abundance in their creations. They had warm
correspondence with each other for about thirteen years. The present collection
of letters is an effort to bring into limelight the literary essence of those letters

with valuable citations.
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Friedrich Nietzsche's seminal study of classical Greek literary tradition, The
Birth of Tragedy (1872) doesnot need introduction for most Western
readers.However, its importance for the oriental audience, especially Urdu
reader as in our case, is yet to be established. Since the Urdu literary tradition
has experienced the advent of modernity in early last century and then
post-modernity quite recently, a novel preliminary study like this seems timely.
Nietzsche's intricately layered text attempts literary theorization from a three
dimensional standpoint drawing equally from Greek tradition, music and
philosophy, and therefore, is impossible to review and analyze in Urdu without
some essential compromises due to our inabilities to fully assimilate aesthetic
experience, which at least in its manifested outlines, is essentially European.
Therefore, following study does not propose an objective framework but is only
aimed at presenting a preliminary sketch of Nietzschean reading of Greek
Tragedy for an Urdu reader. We believe that such a sketch can be used as a
launching-pad to explore new ways for looking at contemporary oriental
psychologies, which are no more bounded by specifically traditional or

modern-progressive literary traditions but are inherently hybrid.
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Feminism has emerged as a very prominent topic in Urdu literature since last
two decades. Feminism lays stress on women rights. The theory of feminism
stands for the whole feminist movement comprises of three different phases. In
this article these three phases of the feminist movement have been discussed as a
background. The major focus of the present article is to give feminist analysis of
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"A cultural theory acknowledges that there are important differences between



1D

women as writers: class, race nationality, and history are literary determinants as
significant as gender. Nonetheless, women’s culture forms a collective
experience within the cultural whole, an experience that binds women writers to

each other over time and space”
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In this article similarities and dissimilarities of literary ideologies have been
debated. Progressive literary theory is based upon Marxist ideology. Opposed to
this approach are two prominent literary theories "formalism" and "new
Marxism".So in this article, salient features of formalist and new Marxist literary
theories are discussed. It is also discussed how formalism and new Marxism

have been applied on literary text particularly on Novel.
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The advent of the modern literary movements such as progressive movement,
modernism, structuralism, deconstruction and post-modernism coupled with the
emergence of modern literary genres such as novel and short story resulted in
the downfall of Dastans and Fantasy. These literary movements and genres,
mostly based in rationality, realism and socially responsible writing ultimately
weaned the writers and critics from the freedom of imagination. In this paper, I
have attempted to explore the contemporary and future conditions of fantasy in

the backdrop of the emerging literary trends.
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Kazim Javaid Alam, known as Dr. Javaid Manzar is the honorary secretary
finance and literary affairs of Anjuman-e-Taraqqui-e-Urdu Pakistan. He is one
of the contemporary popular Urdu poets. He is known for his Urdu Ghazal
writing. Although his basic poetic medium of expression is Urdu Ghazal, yet Dr.
Javaid is also a good poem writer. Some of his poems are important sketches of
contemporary life. These poems have a reference value on certain social and
cultural matters.Dr. Javaid has also composed poetry in other genres such

ashamd, Naat, salaam, Elegy, etc.

Following, biographical historical approach, this paper critiques Javaid's poetry

and its relevance to the contemporary world.
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The aim of this paper is to explore MunirNiazi's uniqueness as a poet of modern
Urdu nazm. His poetry is a collective tapestry of images strongly rooted in
anthropology, mythology and surrealism. Munir'snazm develops an
understanding of the human experiences and broadens the human
consciousness. His poetic expression is a blend of innocence, simplicity and
bewilderment. An important aspect of his nazm is to reveal quite inexplicable
feelings and forgotten but most precious moments. He describes the fear and
insecurity of postmodern life in its primitive and archetypal perspective. By
virtue of his thematic diversity and stylistic variations Munir stands tall

amonghis contemporaries.
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Summer was past and the day was past
Sombre clouds in the west were massed.
Out on the porch's sagging floor,
Leaves got up in a coil and hissed,
Blindly struck at my knee and missed.
Something sinister in the tone
Told me my secret must be known:
Word | was in the house alone
Somehow must have gotten abroad,
Word | was in my life alone,
Word | had no one left but God.rv
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After the affiliation of Punjab (1849), the British needed human resource in
order to keep colonial system in its place. So the department of education was
established (1856) under the patronage of Colonel Hallroyid and Major Fuller,
and the preparation of text books began. Therefore, so many competitions were
announced time and again, and a text book committee was formed (1877) for
this purpose. After 1857, that was the very platform, the Urdu prose flourished
by leaps and bounds in the areas of education, literature and artistry from two
perspectives:subject matter and manner of writing. For the preparation and
accomplishment of standard textbooks, experts and intellectuals were invited
from Uttar Pardash(U.P.) to Lahore. Amongst which mostly were the capable
teachers and intelligent students from Delhi College, who not only knew about
the ancient and modern branches of knowledge, but also understood the motive
and purpose of British government. They established the curricular and
academic progression of writing and editing on best lines and proved themselves
the coadjutors in the completion of British motives. Although the prose of
textbooks is considered as functional prose, yet it provided the basis of literary
prose. This is the reason which increased the importance of education
department and its textbooks in colonial era to manifolds. This paper reviews
the historical developments surrounding Urdu and its spread in that particular

era.
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BIOREGIONAL STUDY OF THE POETRY OF FAIZ
AHMED FAIZ

Dr. Mazhar Hayat
Assistant Professor of English
Government Post-graduate College Samanabad, Faisalabad, Pakistan
&
Dr. Munawar Igbal Ahmad
Associate Professor of English
International Islamic University, Islamabad

Is it possible to conceptualise a universal culture which overrides and yet
does not obliterate the specificities of the diverse cultures of different
countries and their peoples?

(Faiz Ahmed Faiz, 1949)

ABSTRACT

This paper invokes bioregional study of the poetry of Faiz in the wake of
neo-liberalistic agenda of trade liberalisation which is trying to obliterate
diverse cultural patterns of different societies in order to develop the same
system of exchange all over the world. Being a bard of masses, peace,
progress and harmony, Faiz envisions a planetary culture which overrides
but does not obliterate the specificities of the subaltern cultures of the world.
Keeping in line with the bardic tradition, Faiz glorifies his native land, its
farmer and its pre-imperial culture of collectivity and harmony and relates it
with other oppressed cultures of the world. Moreover, the poet calls forth the
legends of the native folklores to reintegrate and reconnect his people with
their past cultural heritage—the heritage which is distorted in standard
texts. This bioregional vision of Faiz invokes the literary accounts of
planetarity in the works of Gayatri Spivak (2003) and Paul Gilroy (2000)
who advocate displacement of global agents by the planetary subjects based
on post-anthropological and non-racial politics.

KEY WORDS: Bioregionalism, Subaltern cultures, Planetarity,
Homogenisation, Neo-liberalism



1. INTRODUCTION

Bioregionalism is a set of political, cultural and ecological views which enjoins
that cultural and political identities of the societies should be based on
bioregions. Bioregions are defined through natural boundaries such as
watershed boundaries and terrains. These natural boundaries are further
strengthened by the bonds of shared history and common spiritual experiences
of the people of the natural regions. Bioregional writers cultivate harmonious
relationship between natural and human worlds. They oppose ethnocentric
homogenisation of cultural and economic worldview. Bioregionalism has
gained more prominence in the aftermath of neo-liberalistic drive for
unbounded consumption of environment which is challenging the autonomy of
native cultures, the sovereignty of Nation-States and the workers’ rights.

Faiz does not agree with colonial representation of indigenous history and
culture in which the Orient is depicted as a pre-civilised limbo and a historical
void, and that progress, culture and history began with European arrival. Faiz
defines culture as the entire ways of social existence of a given society
representing mass participation in all walks of life. He glorifies pre-imperial,
pre-feudal cultural heritage of the sub-continent which in the words of Faiz,
“has naturally been better preserved in our villages and the countryside of
various regions than in big towns where dominative foreign influences have
introduced a cosmopolitanism composed of many elements and characteristics
which are not exclusively national” (in Majeed, 2011, p. 45). Faiz shares
postcolonial perspective that the growth of regional cultures was arrested with
the process of imperial cultural invasion. He discards the notion that call for
return to roots and bioregionalism is antithetical to the goals of national
integration and that love for past predicates love for the whole. Faiz argues that
as a country is a geographical union of its constituent units, so is the national
culture—an aggregate of regional cultures along with the bonds of common
historical and psychological experiences.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

The poetry of Faiz has been mainly received by the critics and researchers in
terms of its social and political content. It has been envisioned as a poetry of
‘romance and revolution’ and of ‘pain and cure’ in the critical accounts of Fateh
Muhammad Malik (2008), Dr Muhammad Arif Hussain (2010), Nosheen
Taugeer (2011) and Dr Muhammad Ali Siddiqui (2011). Faiz has also been
eulogised for his major contribution in keeping alive the Urdu romantic poetic
tradition which would have extinguished if Faiz had not moulded it according

to the contemporary realities. Gopi Chand Narang (n.d.) is conspicuous for his
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critical discussion on various stages of the growth of classical Urdu tradition
from an erotic diction to a political discourse with particular focus on Faiz’s
contribution in it. Moreover, there is no dearth of the dissidents of Faiz who
criticise him for his ambivalence. Most conspicuous among the dissidents of
Faiz is Shams ur Rahman Faruqi (2005) who has dubbed the blend of political
and lyrical in Faiz as an eccentricity.

While much has been said about the socio-political content and form of the
poetry of Faiz, less ink has been spent upon its anti-globalisation appeal and
call for bioregionalism despite the fact that the poet opposes a homogenised
economy and consumer culture with its lack of stewardship towards nature.
However, it seems befitting to briefly review the sporadic efforts which are
made in this direction. Dr. Zia-ul-Hassan (n.d.) in “Faiz ki Shairi aur Hamara
Ehed” (The Poetry of Faiz and our Age) has claimed that after the death of Faiz,
the popularity of his poetry has increased manifold on account of its humanistic
value in the wake of this unipolar world of universal capitalism. The critic has
also made a passing reference to the dialectical significance of the poetry of
Faiz in current politico-economic culture.

Dr. Asghar Ali Baloch (2011) in “Faiz Ki Shairi Mein Punjab Rang” (the colour
of Punjab in the poetry of Faiz) has drawn the attention of the critics and the
readers of Faiz towards the poet’s admiration for the landscape, crops and the
peasant of his native region. Dr. Anwaar Ahmad in his review of the aforesaid
work has also acknowledged the presence of the odour of the native earth in the
poetry of Faiz. However, the poetry of Faiz has not been received so far as a
literature of bioregional quality in the wake of bourgeois drive for unbounded
consumption of the environment. In order to fill up this gap, the present
research invokes bioregional reading of the poetry of Faiz.

3. ANALYSIS

Throughout his poetry, Faiz glorifies native environment, its culture of
collectivity and its hardworking farmers who work from dawn to dusk to attain
self-sufficiency and livelihood with dignity. He laments the distortion and
suppression of pre-imperial cultural heritage under bourgeois dominance and
calls for regeneration of native values through collective action.

3.1 Glorification of Land

Both the pre-partition and post-partition poetry of Faiz is at once a glorification
and a dirge of the captive motherland, its flora and fauna and its seasons.
Glorification calls forth the natural beauty of the landscape, its trees, birds and
its climate whereas dirge reminds the reader of the loss of freedom of the

motherland and its culture under foreign and local oppression. The prototype of
7



environment in the poetry of Faiz is his native land Punjab and its countryside.
In the words of Dr. Baloch, “the external environment, the subjective mood and
the portrayal of nature in the poems of Faiz spring from the dawn and dusk, the
forests, the birds and the beasts of the Punjab” (2011, p. 50). The poet not only
narrates the tangible beauty of the native landscape but also looks at intangible
exhausted murmur of midnight moon and listens to the incredible lores of love
through the breathing of the Milky Way nowhere else but in the dense woods
and the crystal clear skies of the Punjab. The poet gives vent to these strings of
heart in “Sarod-e-Shabana” (Nocturnal Rhapsody):
Look, the tired voice of moonlight
Is curling up to sleep
In the thick foliage of trees.
(tr. Daud Kamal, 2006, p. 114)
Moreover, Faiz borrows erotic imagery from the Persian-Urdu romantic diction
to express his love for the native soil as well as to cultivate harmony between
the human world and the environment. In his nationalistic poems, the poet uses
the analogy of ‘Laila’, ‘Jan-e-Jahan’ (Beloved) for the land which is a captive
in the hands of ‘Rageebs’ (Rivals). In the words of Gopi Chand Narang:
The underlying pattern of such poems is the age-old love triangle. The
first person of the poems is again the Ashiq (Lover), that is, the
revolutionary, the nationalist or the socialist. The ma’shuq (beloved) is
the country, the society or the people. The third element of the triangle,
the raqib (rival), is now the imperialism, foreign tyranny, or the capitalist
and the bourgeois. (n.d., p. 67)
Faiz’s evocation of romantic imagery to establish the bond between the land
and the masses invokes the literary accounts of the bardic poetry of Walt
Whitman (Leaves of Grass) and Pablo Neruda (Canto General) who use the
imagery of female body and the woman-earth equation to recuperate pre-
Columbian culture of harmony between man and the natural world.
The recurrent pattern of love triangle in Faiz which generates the tension
between the lover and the rival does not end on a pessimistic note. Resolution
comes through return to the cycle of nature and call back to the ways of Qais
and Mansoor who symbolise commitment, perpetual struggle and sacrifice
instead of compromise. The poet anticipates reunion between the lover and the
beloved and regeneration of past harmony between man and nature in “Nisar
mein teri galiyon kay” (To the streets of my land):
It is true we too now are parted,

But it matters little: tomorrow we’ll be together
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Our separation is no longer than the night
It will pass and so we bear it.
(tr Khalid Hasan, 2006, p. 204)
3.2 Solidarity with the Sons of the Soil
Faiz defines liberation from British Raj in terms of cultural and economic
freedom of the toiling masses of the land from foreign bondage. In the words of
Faiz,
The people wanted freedom from the British and the Bania, not because
these two were personally undesirable but because they were committed
to support everything that was retrograde and undesirable in our social
and economic existence and to stifle everything that was progressive and
radically beneficent. (2008, p. 24)
Faiz believes that the greatest wealth of our motherland is it people and they are
the real heirs of its material and natural resources. The prototypes of the
humanity of Faiz are the farmers of the Punjab, the factory and railway workers
and the destitute mothers who work from dawn to dusk to earn their livelihood
and to contribute to the progress of their country. In “Intisaab” (Dedication),
Faiz pays tribute to these prototypes of real humanity. Exalting the struggles of
destitute mothers, the poet says:
Let me write of the Mothers
Whose children sob in the night
And cradled in tired, toiling arms
Will not tell their woes.
(trShoaib Hashmi, 2011, p. 21)
The poet eulogises the peasant of Punjab as ‘the vice-regent of God on earth’,
‘provider and sustainer’ in “RabbaSachaya” (Supplication ) and “Aik Tarana
Punjabi Kisan kay Liay” (An Anthem in Praise of the Punjabi Farmers). He
produces wheat, rice, cotton and milk. This peasant of the Punjab does not
aspire for the worldly riches and luxury. He only yearns for bread and butter
with dignity as he produces goods to satisfy human and social needs, not for the
sake of their capital value. In “Rabba Sachaya”, the poet glorifies this pre-
imperial culture of self-sufficiency:
Who cares for Wealth or power. All we want
Is honourable bread And something
To cover our nakedness.
(trDaud Kamal, 2006, p. 180)
However, the poet is extremely dismayed over the dichotomy of

existence under bourgeois hegemony. On the one hand, there is hustle and
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bustle of life in cities along with luxury and comforts and on the other hand,
there is the issue of daily livelihood and the wish for death. In rural areas, the
fields are full of crops but the farmers are starving. The poet gives vent to his
agony over this dichotomy in “Mauzoo-e-Sukhan” (poetry’s theme) in the
following words:

The multitudinous creatures of these glittering cities

Why do they keep living only in desire of death?

These lovely fields, whose bloom is bursting out,

Why does only hunger keep growing in them?

(tr. Kiernan, 1971, p. 93)

The poet also castigates the exploitative role of aristocracy and the repressive
state apparatuses who deprive the farmers of the fruits of their labour. In the
preface to Sarvat Rahman’s 100 Poems by Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Dehra Dun (1979)
says, “Faiz was soon disillusioned by the lack of progress in democracy and
social justice in Pakistan, and he used both poems and ghazals for covert and
overt criticism of the oppressors of the people” (p. 15). The poet takes
exception to the economic plunder of the land and the peasants at the hands of
political and administrative hierarchy in “Intisaab”. He questions why the
peasant does not enjoy the right of the ownership of the land he and his
forefathers have been cultivating since generations. The legal rights of the land
are reserved for the absentee feudals. As feudal class is the author of cultural
values, so it is obligatory upon the peasant to obey and submit to the authority
of his master. The life, honour and belonging of the peasant are at the will of his
tribal chief. In the aforesaid poem, the poet says:

Let me write of the farmer

This lord whose fief was a few animal — stolen

Who knows when

This heir who once had a daughter — carried off

Who knows where

This chief whose turban is a tattered rag

Beneath the feet of the mighty.

(tr. Shoaib Hashmi, 2011, p. 21)

The poet is equally critical of the non-existence of state patronage for
the farmers who work with singleness of intention to bring fertility to the
salinity-hit regions of the native land. An excerpt from “Ye Fasl Umeedon ki,
Hamdam” (This Crop of Hope) testifies to the miseries of farmers without
patronising role of the state:

This crop of our hope
10



Will once again be laid to waste;

All our work through night and day,

Will once again have turn out to be vain

(tr. Khalid Hassan, 2006, p. 266)

In the words of Dr Balooch, “This Crop of Hope” “tells the whole story of
decaying plants and crops, the futility of labour and hope of livelihood of the
farmer in salinity-hit field and deserts of Punjab” (2011, p. 51).

However, this narrative of plight of the farmer is not without future
hope. In “Aik Tarana Punjabi Kisan kay Liay” (An Anthem in Praise of Punjabi
Kisan), the poet calls for unity among the agriculturist tribes of Punjab — the
Rajputs and the Jats to secure their rights.

3.3 Indictment of Homogenisation of Native Culture under Bourgeois
Hegemony

Faiz is extremely critical of materialistic nature of bourgeois culture in which
pre-imperial values of collectivity and harmony are displaced by the same
system of exchange. The poet is equally critical of much publicised fagcade of
growth, prosperity and enlightenment under capitalism. He castigates bourgeois
historians and writers who have established history as a march towards social
emancipation, economic prosperity and intellectual freedom. The poet says that
the path of history is highly enigmatic because the dominant class has
interspersed the centuries-held oppressions with ‘silk’ and ‘gold cloth’ to
conceal its materialistic designs. In his famous poem, “Mujh Se Pehli Si
Mohabbat Mere Mehboob na Maang” (Do not Ask), the poet gives vent to his
feelings of pain and agony over the misery, disease and hunger in the world
under the bourgeois myth of glory and progress:

On the dark loom of century

Woven into silk, damask, and gold cloth

Is the oppressive enigma of our lives

Everywhere — in the alleys and bazars —

Human flesh is being sold —

Throbbing between layers of duct — bathed in blood.

(tr. Daud Kamal, 2006, p. 164)

The poet’s diatribe at bourgeois hegemony is contextualised in his
native land under bourgeois oppression. Faiz clearly locates oppressive and
manipulative role of state apparatuses peculiar to Pakistani political culture and
the postcolonial societies at large. In our culture, Civil administration, Police
and Revenue department whose constitutional role is to serve the people, act as

instruments of oppression in the hands of the regimes to seek complicity of the
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people for the hegemonic class. Sub-divisional Revenue Officer, Police Station
House Officer and Village Revenue Collector act as metaphors of State
repression. “Rabba Sachaya” (Supplication) depicts the wretchedness of the
common man in front of the State officials who use force and coercion to gain
submission to the will of the ruling elites. The poet says:
Writhing

In our bones

Like trapped animals —

Hunger and humiliation Our daily lot.

(tr. Kamal & Hasan, 2006, p. 180)
One of the central concerns of Faiz in his critique of Capitalism is the
hypocritical behaviour of the ruling elites and religious clerics. The hegemonic
class uses all means to manipulate power to serve their profit grabbing instincts.
To perpetuate their supremacy, the social elites adopt revisionist version of
Islam which, in the words of Dr. Hussain, “neither Allama Igbal nor the Quaid-
e-Azam (much less the Holy Prophet) would have approved” (1989, p. 37).
Faiz argues that in the history of class struggle for monopoly over means of
production, dogma has supported the forces of oppression and status quo. The
religious clerics preached resignation instead of resistance to the will of
hegemonic class which is in contravention to the true spirit of faith. In his
famous poem ‘“Zalim” (Tyrant), the oppressor rejoices over the death of hope,
humanistic values and the voice of resistance. He is sure to have manipulated
ideology in his favour in connivance with the obscurantist mullah. He claims
that there is no ‘Ibrahim’ to challenge the hegemony of ‘Nimrod’:

I have strangled every aspiration

No more will the rose bend with blossoms.

The spring will wreath in the fire of Nimrod

I owe allegiance to a new creed

(tr. Kamal & Hasan, 2006, p. 154)
The oppressors’ claim of non-existence of ‘Nimrod’ points to the endorsement
of religious clerics for his interpretation of dogma. However, this enchantment
with the ruling and religious elites is not without hope. In “Mazloom” (Victim),
the victim questions the validity of this fate of the suffering humanity. He
disagrees with the assumptions of the dominant ideology which endorses
uneven distribution of wealth. The victim ridicules bourgeois sponsored
interpretation of religious injunctions in which cruelty and injustice perpetrated
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by the ruling elites and the tyrants are projected as part of the Divine design. An
excerpt from the poem testifies to the contradictions in the dominant morality:
They say that cruelty pleases you
And injustice is not possible without your consent.
If this is true, should I deny you justice?
Should I listen to them or should I believe in you?
(tr. Kamal & Hasan, 2006, p. 156)
These lines evoke similar disenchantment expressed by Allama Igbal in his
“Baal-e-Jibreel” (The Wings of Gabriel) regarding the hypocrisy of the
retrogressive clerics:
Why these curtains draped between the creator and his
Creatures Drive out of my church these elders of the church!
I am really displeased with these slabs of precious marble.
Build me another sanctuary of humble clay.
(In Majeed, 2011, p. 166)
Allama Igbal rejects the priesthood, the worldly and the luxurious ways of life
of the ‘obscurantist Mullah’.
3.4 Reassurance of Cultural Resurgence
Poetry of Faiz is not only conspicuous for the romanticisation of native
environment and its people but also for the reassurance of its cultural and
political resurgence. This mood of reassurance of cultural resurgence in Faiz
invokes the literary accounts of Whitman, Neruda, Walcott and Minstrel
Gabriel who in the words of D. Handley believe in “the power of poetry to hold
back the destruction of the world” (2007, p. 6). Faiz glorifies pre-imperial plural
cultural heritage of the subcontinent and equates it with primitive communist
society. Elucidating the adverse cultural effects of colonial experience on
indigenous values, Faiz argues that between 16™ and 19" century, there
flourished two distinct cultural patterns of socio-political behaviour: imperial
culture and the popular mass culture. The imperial culture promoted social
elitism, ethnocentrism, religio-political dogmatism and total alienation from the
native land and its culture. Whereas the mass culture promoted social equality,
humanistic mysticism, cultural and national integration and total identification
with the native soil. Faiz idealises the latter ‘integrationist’ culture which
produced great folk classics, heroic or mystical, in the Pushto of
Khushhaal Khattak (1613-1691) and Rahman Baba (?-706), the Sindhi of
Shah Latif (1690-1757) and Sachal Sar Mast (1739-1826), the Punjabi of
Waris Shah (1722-?) and Bulleh Shah (1688-1728), the wealth of
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folklore in song and legend and a great variety of purely localised
architecture, and folk crafts.
(in Majeed, 2011, p. 28)

Dialectical in vision, Faiz affirms that subaltern culture will recuperate
as a result of struggle and sacrifices of the native people who have always been
waging struggle against oppression and exploitation. Faiz’s belief in cultural
and political resurgence of the captive land and its culture is also inscribed in
the Holy Quran in the promise of the Day of Judgment where the innocent
(oppressed) will be rewarded and the evil doers will be penalized. Faiz’s
unflinching faith in the day of reckoning is best expressed in his poem “Hum
Dekhain Gay” (We shall See). The poet says:

We shall live to see,

So it is writ

We shall live to see

When the earth will dance

Beneath the feet of the once enslaved;

And heavens’ll shake with thunder

Over the heads of tyrants.

(tr. Khalid Hasan, 2006, p. 230)

In his oracular voice, the poet glorifies the affinity between his ideological
commitments and the pluralistic spirit of Islam—the religion of his land.

Faiz also acknowledges socially committed writers’ struggles and
sacrifices for social emancipation. He pays glowing tributes to the socially
committed writers who protect and preserve the heroic struggles and sacrifices
of the legendary figures in the annals of history and speak truth even to the
distaste of the power corridors. It is the genuine writers and artists who keep on
resisting the official manipulations and the distortions of historical truths. The
poet boasts of this revolutionary role of the writers in his poem “Qita” (Whilst
We Breathe). He claims:

While we breathe, still in the street of Rapture robed

Grandee, gowned preacher, crowned king, stand abashed;

Through us God crazed Mansoor, love crazed Majnoo

And tilted cap and gay flowered coat, live on.

(tr. Kiernan, 1971, p. 159)

Faiz’s glorification of socially-committed poets reminds me of Pablo Neruda’s
poem “The Rivers of Song” from Canto General in which he eulogises the

bardic poetic tradition of his native continent (Latin America).
14



3.5 Planetarity in Faiz
Bioregionalism of Faiz is not antithetical to the vision of a planetary culture
based on friendship and solidarity with native cultural heritages. He is a poet of
peace and progress and is opposed to aggression and exploitation whether it is
cultural, political or economic. Faiz believes that peace, progress and
planetarity cannot be materialised in the existence of oppression whether it
exists in the form of Palestinians under Israeli occupation, Lebanese under siege
or Algerians under France. He glorifies indigenous cultural and political
resistance movements against cultural and political imperialism of foreign
oppressors. The poet’s glorification of resistance movements in marginalised
and oppressed lands against oppressors is best reflected in the poem “Falasteeni
Shohda Jo Pardais Me Kam Ai” (For the Palestinian Martyrs) in which the poet
admires the sacrifices of the Palestinian freedom-fighters who have received
martyrdom during resistance against the occupying Israeli forces. In another
poem “Aik Naghma Karbala-e-Beirut Kay Liay” (The Massacre of Beirut), Faiz
commemorates the beauty of Beirut and the valiant courage of Labanese against
Israeli occupation. He says:

Every single destroyed house, every single ruin

Is more magnificent than the legendary palace of Dara.

Every single fighter is more valiant than Alexander.

Every single girl is more alluring than Lyla.

(tr. Daud Kamal, 2006, p. 160)
Similarly, in “Ajao Mere Africa” (Africa Come Back), Faiz anticipates the
rising African resistance movement against French imperialism. He affirms that
the Africans have started to shake the shackles of foreign bondage. African
drum-beats and the dances symbolize emergence of armed resistance against
foreign occupation. The poet says:

Come back for I have lifted my forehead from the dust;

Come back for I have stripped away the bark of sorrow from

My eyes; Come back for I have shaken away my pain.

(tr. Khalid Hassan, 2006, p. 254)
“Come back” is a clarion call to the pre-imperial Africa of drum beats and
marshall dances. This clarion call of the poet to the pre-imperial Africa invokes
Frantz Fanon’s literary account of national culture in The Wretched of the Earth
in which he advocates the reclamation of past to seek political and cultural
liberation from foreign cultural and political invasion.
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4. CONCLUSION

The discussion and analysis of the poetry of Faiz establishes that Faiz is a
bioregionalist, a cultural bard who sings cultural song in praise of his native
environment, its farmer, its folklorists and its culture of collectivity and
harmony between man and nature. He rejects imperial discourse in which the
Oriental world has been depicted as a historical and cultural void before the
arrival of the colonial powers. Faiz dismisses colonialism as a purely
materialistic enterprise which distorted and suppressed pre-imperial cultural
heritage and promoted social elitism and racial exclusiveness. The poet also
rejects homogenization of native cultures under bourgeois dominance and
reassures bioregional cultural resurgence across the globe to hold back the
destruction of the world in the wake of growing ecological imbalance. In this
way, Faiz envisages the possibility of a planetary culture based on respect for
subaltern societies; hence, pioneering Spivak and Gilroy’s vision of planetary
humanism.
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Abstract

This study investigates the misrepresentation of Punjabi culture in the
Punjabi Movies. The focus of the study is to investigate the multiple signs
as means of communication employed in the movies carrying certain
meanings for the audience. The study investigates the issues related to the
misrepresentation of indigenous culture of Punjab on the big screens. The
key theoretical concepts running through this work are those of
misrepresentation, cultural studies and semiotics. The study attempts to
probe into the manner of producing meanings through signs and
constructing reality in the cinema regarding the cultural lives of the
people of the Punjab. The tools of analysis employed in this investigation
are primarily those of semiotic analysis and Critical theories to
investigate into the apparent and hidden messages in the images. Different
images from different movies have been selected for the analysis subjected
to a detailed analysis using Pierce’s Model for sign analysis. This is a
multidisciplinary study that incorporates various disciplines including
semiotics, cultural and media studies. The study is basically qualitative in
nature.

Keywords: sign, misrepresentation, semiotics, images, culture

1. Introduction

In this postmodern age, where every new day brings forth some discoveries and
developments, replacing the previous ones and further exploring the hidden
realities about the general makeup of life, media act as a powerful engine of
socio-cultural change. Electronic media has become the sole and immediate
source of information as well as the best entertainment provider. ‘One of the
primary  focuses of the study of mass communication has
been the social, cultural, and psychological effects of media content
and use’ (Perse, 2008, p. 1). Graeme Burton duly recognized the influence of
media via acts of communication and labels the media industries as the producer
of meanings. “All acts of communication produce meanings. It is the power of
these meanings, what we do to them, that shapes relationships, exercises
influence, models reality, generates behaviours of domination and feelings of
subordination” (Burton, 2005, p. 1).

Media orchestrates the society with its powerful influences over the audience; in
fact, it shapes the ideology of the audience in the desired way. There have been
intoxicating effects on the cultural, social and moral lives of the people in



Pakistan due to the influence of electronic media, maintaining a strong spell over
the population. The influence of the print media fades out due to the low literacy
competency of the people throughout Pakistan, giving way to the electronic
media as it does not require advanced literacy for comprehending its images and
oral communication. Moreover, the impact of the visual scenes on the audience
exercises more influence than the print media with everlasting effects as Dan
Laughey quotes, claiming the legality of Meyrowitz's views on electronic media,
‘With the advent of television, telephone and radio, however, Meyrowitz claims
that access to knowledge and information is shared by all,regardless of literacy
skills. So electronic media help to blur class, age and other social differences’
(Laughey, 2007, p. 84-85) .

One of the most significant agents of socio-cultural change in the media is film
industry. It is primarily based on the notion of providing entertainment to the
audience with no exception of class and gender. It is taken as a cheap source of
available entertainment within the reach of a layman. Besides offering some
moments of entertainment to the public in general, it also inculcates ideology in
the minds of the spectators. Perse asserts the effect of media saying,

The direct effects model focuses on media content as the most
important explanation for media influence. Effects are seen as
immediate (occurring fairly shortly after exposure), relatively uniform
(similar across all audience members), and consistent with the goals of the
media producer. (Perse, 2001, p. 29)

Films cannot entirely propagate the culture or attitudes they represent, but
somehow they manage to create a breach in the lives of the audience resulting in
continuous engagement of the audience with the text fabricating certain (or
uncertain) meanings consciously or unconsciously. As Graeme Burton
maintains:

Media texts intend to engage people, to convey some kind of information,
and to produce reactions in their audiences which justify their continuing
production. Even when treated as part of the environment they can never
been seen as passive in the way that the fagade of the building or
wallpaper is passive. (Burton, 2005, p. 45)

These involvements with the texts create a smokescreen in the vision of the
audience and they perceive the world in a different way, the way it is projected
on the cinema screens, for example. These films propagate an alien culture in the
texture and misrepresent the culture they ought to promote. The representation
by the media about the social groups and their culture should be realistic
manifestation of their cultural background and their values.
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2. Culture

Culture is one of the most multifaceted words in English, as Willaims has put it.
It has also been reviewed that culture is being defined in 164 diverse meanings
by the anthropologist Alfred Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn (qtd. in Inglis,2005,
p.05). The term culture covers a number of various descriptions of everyday
practices, values and beliefs, customs, rituals and objects in which the values of
the society are shaped. It becomes difficult to concise the definition of the term
culture in few words, but is quite relevant to equate the meaning of the term with
whatever is practised by the members of the society in particular space and time.
Catherine Belsey proposes the distinct definition of culture in Poststructuralism:
A Very Short Introduction (2002); ‘culture: the inscription in stories, rituals,
customs, objects, and practices of the meanings in circulation at a specific time
and place’ (qtd. in Miles,2007,192). The definition legitimizes the acts of the
people in a society with reference to a particular period of time in which they are
practised. Culture is not a confined set of values or beliefs. It is rather arbitrary.
It absorbs the entire actions and the ideologies by a group of people or a nation
as a whole. The term ‘Culture’ remains ambiguous as many theorists define it in
different ways and it becomes impossible to accept one definition and ignore the
other. It is,therefore, appropriate to view some of the definitions given by some
leading theorists. Belsey writes about culture thus;

Culture constitutes the vocabulary within which we do what we do; it
specifies the meanings we set out to inhabit and repudiate, the values we
make efforts to live by or protest against, and the protest is also cultural.
Culture resides in the representations of the world exchanged, negotiated
and contested in a society. (qtd. in Miles, 2007, p. 30)

Culture is ordinary and common place, having its own social backgrounds.
These assessments are advocated in an essay by Williams,

Culture is ordinary: that is the first fact. Every human society has its own
shape, its own purposes, its own meanings. Every human society
expressed these, in institutions, and in arts and learning. The making of
the society is the finding of common meanings and direction. (qtd. in
Couldry, 2000, p. 24)

3. Representation in Media

There has been massive growth in the electronic media in Pakistan during the
last few years. With the establishment of private media houses, viewers are at
liberty to watch multiple channels inculcating different ideologies in their minds.
However, the film industry of Pakistan remains under the same dominance of
some producers, directors and actors, producing movies in the same lot as ever.
The film industry of Pakistan has failed to mark consistency and has become a
dead business for the investors to produce high budgeted films with laudable
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structures. Owing to such deficiency of investment along with the interests of the
investors, the various aspects of production ranging from the selection of actors
to the script writers has been compromised.

The Pakistani film industry remained passive to the latest techniques and
technologies in the production and had produced low standard films in the past.
The decline in the film industry not only claims to be the output of low
investment, but several other driving forces such as political instability,
economical crisis, lack of piracy laws and inattention of the heavy audience also
contributed towards the deterioration. Moreover, the mounting ratio of the easy
access to the cable network also contributed to the decline of the film industry
because people save their time and energies which are otherwise to be spent by
going to cinema halls and return discontented, rather demoralized.

Cable access has made infotainment at choice providing varieties of channels
within the reach of the consumer. This easy access makes the audience flaccid to
participate in the rows of the cinema halls and furthermore, Pakistani films,
when compared with the other Hollywood and Bollywood films being telecast at
different channels, fail to lure the audience towards their viewership. Such a
passive attitude towards a particular genre reflects the disinterestedness of the
audience who intends to gain a good deal of infotainment from media and the
modern consumer is ever ready to extract meanings out of the media text in order
to relate them with his own cultural background and prior knowledge.

Burton, in the same approach, propagates the ideas of Tolson about the decoding
skill of the reader to extract meanings out of the text: “Tolson (1996) talks more
about the ‘reader’ of texts and about the process of making sense of them:
meanings are derived from meaning systems to Which everyone in our culture
has access’ (Burton, 2005,p.46).

It has become difficult for the modern consumer of the media to relate the text
with his surroundings, with the local culture, but it becomes easy for the
consumer to manipulate the culture in the same fashion as propagated in the
media. It exercises deep effects on the lives of the viewers and is responsible for
structuring public opinion. Media influence has become a major discipline in the
media-oriented societies for the researchers to probe into the ways in which it
shapes the lives of the viewers and enables them to derive ‘desired’ meanings.
There have been a couple of researches regarding the application of semiotics to
visual text, especially pertaining to the advertisements of national and multi-
national companies to inculcate desired ideology about the world around them.
Some of them are conducted by Alexandar Clare on Magazine Ads for Men’s
Fragrances, Mazari on Misrepresentation of Pakistani Culture in Coka Cola Ads,
Sarah Richard’s Analysis of Wallis Adverts, Merris Griffiths on Children’s
Televised Toy Adevertisements, Nadin Reschke on Cosmetics Ad and Its
Interpretation by Readers, Michael Steven on Three Beer Advertisements
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,Annisa Dhania Burty On Movie Posters Of Harry Potter And The Deathly
Hallows,Doerin Maria On Constrcution Of Gender Identity In Indian Tv
Adverts, but there is a gap in the research areas regarding the local cultures and
the effects of the misrepresentation of indigenous culture on the viewers and
their minds.

General masses in Pakistan lack the capacity to comprehend the messages
encoded in media screens and they have their own opinion about whatever they
view on television. These messages also construct reality in the minds of the
audience regarding some event, social/ ethnic group or particular entity through
representation.

This study is hoped to shed the garbs put on the reality which media project and
make people conscious to remain alert while watching the small box that
occupies very little space in their homes.

In this study, attempt is made to investigate the multiple layers through which
the culture is being misrepresented in the Pakistani Punjabi movies neglecting
the real culture of the Punjab and to meet the following research questions:

1. How do movies represent the indigenous culture of the Punjab?
2. How do misrepresentation of the local culture of Pakistan, particularly
Punjabi, in the movies influence the Pakistani people and their culture?

For this purpose, I have analyzed still images from four Punjabi movies that got
popular acclaim, Muala Jatt (1979), Gundi Run (2007), Sher e Lahore (2001).
The selection of the movies as samples has been made on the massive public
response, popularity of the films among the masses, the wholeness impact they
exercised on the immediate target audience and their effect on society as general.
It is hypothesized in my study that the culture being represented in the Pakistani
Punjabi movies is alien, having no roots in the people of rural or urban Punjab. It
may have some traces of the local culture but only a small segment of it is
practiced and owned by the people in general. Besides the dress code, impression
and other visual elements producing meanings, the language consumed in the
movies is also alien in its semantic and phonological traits. The Punjabi culture
is rich in its use of language, the fact that most of the mystic poets have
preserved their richness of thought in Punjabi. Its present use in the movies
creates breach in the audience, deforming the moderate medium of
communication in the Punjab. This study seeks to investigate how the Punjabi
cinema has been presenting a distorted picture of the rich and ancient culture of
Punjab.

4. Significance of the Study

This study is aimed at inviting the researchers to carry on further studies in the
same pattern as the theme is serious enough and thought provoking. This
research is aimed at the people from all the disciplines of life including the

23



scholars and academicians whose culture is at stake due to the eroding
mechanism of cultural misrepresentation. Such a misrepresentation disrupts the
ideology of the people being represented in a different colour. This
marginalization damages the confines of the cultural identity of the country and
asserts serious threat to the social fabric. The study is a humble attempt to make
people conscious of the designed cultural tools which are eroding their cultural
identity and shaping their world views in a different manner. Furthermore, the
research in the area of cultural misrepresentation, especially Punjabi culture,
needs to be conducted by the research scholars. Cultural misrepresentation is a
serious issue, often noticed in the advertisement and television serials, but it
needs authentic consideration by the research scholars because the encroaching
trends of the foreign culture maintain a strangle hold and the purity of the culture
is giving away. The study is likely to arouse both the common people and film
critics alike to gain consciousness about the misrepresentation of the culture of
Punjab. In this ways, it is likely that the writers, directors and actors would try to
refrain from such distortions while making movies. The study may also provide
guiding principles for the film critics in the print/electronic media to develop
informed critiques of such films, paving the way for the improvement in the
thinking patterns of the people concerned. The theme of the study is quite
serious and thought provoking.

5. Theoretical Framework

The main theoretical framework of this research is semiotics and falls within the
domain of cultural studies. Multiple layers of signs occupy the visual screen in
the movies and these signs are replete with a number of implicit and explicit
messages. It is therefore required that the approach to expose hidden
implications in the signs should be theoretical and critical. Semiotics, the
systematic study of signs, is an approach appropriate for exploring the multiple
layers of the signs (visuals) employed in the movies, in order to dig out their
hidden meanings.

It is to be considered seriously that most of the attempts to (mis)represent
Pakistani Punjabi culture take place in the Punjabi movies. Five Pakistani
Punjabi films have been selected, as visual texts, released during the last few
years. Still images from the movies as a text for the analysis have been taken.
The selection of these still images is made with a view of getting rich text for the
analysis of the misrepresentation of the culture in the movies. Images of the
main characters, concerning the issue of misrepresentation of culture have been
narrowed down. The selection of images from the film narrative had been
random, but rich enough in its interpretation of the signs employed by the film
makers. Qualitative research method is employed to get an insight about the
thinking patterns of the people, the way they are, and why they are, what they
believe and what meanings they attach to various activities. I have selected five
movies as case studies. The approach is process oriented and inductive. I have
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sought help from critical theories like deconstruction and structuralism in
discussing issues of cultural identity and diversity of cultures in Pakistan.
Furthermore, the signs employed in the movies are investigated by using Charles
Sender Peirce’s triad model. These signs are further categorized as symbolic,
iconic and indexical to give deep insight of the signification. He gives three part
model:

1. The representamen: the form which the sign takes.

2. Aninterpretant: not an interpreter but rather the sense made of the sign.

3. Anobject: to which the sign refers.

Peirce categorized the archetypes of meaning in signs as iconic, symbolic, and
indexical. An iconic sign, in one or more respects, is the same as the object
signified. It is a sign which represents its object by the virtue of similarity or
resemblance as in the case of diagrams, statues and portraits. Iconic sign displays
the same patterns of the represented object, for instance, in a photograph a
person being pictured resembles the actual person.

A symbol, according to Peirce, means something ‘thrown together’ making
a contact or convention. ‘Symbolic signs, completely arbitrary signs
which depend on conventions, codes, rules and cultural practices for their
recognition’ (Forrester,2002:08).

An index is a sign, affected by or physically linked to, its object. It also
denotes to the cause and effect relation between the sign and the
interpretant. For instance, a cry for help may indicate someone in need.
Similarly, a knock on the door may indicate that there is someone at the
door. According to Peirce, indexical sign is ‘determined by its dynamic
object by virtue of being in a real relation to it’ (Stam et al., 1992, p. 6).
An indexical sign engrosses an existential link between the sign and the
interpretant.

All these three types of signs are used in visual communication. The
knowledge of these various types of signs can help us in interpreting the
text that is fabricated with these different types of signs. Peirce, in his
essay, ‘Logic as Semiotics’, writes;

A Sign may be termed an Icon, an Index, or a Symbol. An Icon is a sign
which refers to the Object that it denotes merely by virtue of characters of
its own, and which it possesses, just the same, whether any such object
actually exists or not....An Index is a sign which refers to the Object that
it denotes by virtue of being really affected by that Object....A Symbol is
a sign which refers to the Object that it denotes by virtue of a law, usually
an association of general ideas which operates to cause the Symbol to be
interpreted as referring to that Object. (Pierce, 1986, p. 8)
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Representation and misrepresentation through media are major issues of this
study. It is requisite to provide in detail the issues of representation and
misrepresentation in film semiotics and the resources which are materialized in
this regard. For Peirce, language constitutes the human being, ‘“The word or sign
which the man uses is the man himself...thus my language is the sum total of
myself” (Peirce, 1931, p.189).

The validity of representation is supported by the fact that it may influence the
audience to think about particular group in a desired way. For instance, in
Hollywood movies, the Muslims are being represented as terrorists, having a
beard, wearing particular dress and plotting inhuman activities. The way they are
filmed, influence the people to nourish their doubts about the Muslims around
the world and to strengthen their existing ideology about them. The idea about a
particular group is not supposed to be stereotyped, but still the recurring practice
of constructing reality about any such group, leads towards the prejudice against
what is represented. It may in turn, modify the behaviour and attitude of
‘represented’ as ‘others’. Moreover, the sustained repetition and re-use is likely
to replace the real object being represented and the represented form of the
object is considered ‘real’. All the representations are likely to be interpreted in
order to comprehend the meanings they contain. Halls states that the reality itself
is subjected to have multiple meanings and in the same manner, the
representation constitutes multiple meanings. ‘There is no one thing that is so
fixed that it will always be represented in a certain way. True meanings depend
on the meanings that different people derive from a representation’ (qtd. in
Smith et al., 2005, p. 528).

Representations are made in the film in the form of codes and the signs being
employed. The inference about the codes and the signs in the film is the focus in
order to analyze the intended meanings. Signs bear meaning, and therefore, they
have to be inferred. These signs can be words, images or even sounds. These
signs always surround us and we interpret them accordingly.

‘Humanities are connected by their common interest in communicative
objects, or texts’ (Scholes: 1982: 01). In the view of Scholes, human
beings produce texts, they are text producing animals, and they are
‘primarily engaged in the analysis, interpretation, evaluation and
production of the text’. (Scholes, 1982, p. 01)

Film, in general, reflects the culture of the society in which it originated. Films
can provide insight into the cultural setting and conditions that led to their
development and the factors that led to the patronage of audiences. Yet, film
reflects reality, or various aspects of it, in a distorted manner. Most of the time ,
movies reflect what audiences wish to see rather than the actual state of affairs in
the society .In addition, the movie can also be the vessel through which various
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messages are transmitted . These messages depend on the persons or institutions
that produce the films.

6. Discussion

In this section, I have tried to analyze the misrepresentation of the Punjabi
culture in Punjabi movies. 1 have also investigated the patterns of
misrepresentation in the movies and the ways in which the local culture of
Punjab is being marginalized and an alien culture is propagated in lieu of
indigenous practices of the people of Punjab. I have selected three different
movies Muala Jatt (1979), Gundi Run (2007), Sher e Lahore (2001) that secured
a huge block buster response from the audience for the analysis.

The images in the movies serve as text for the analysis. I have discussed each
sign at length while looking at its denotative and connotative significance with
its cultural implications. I have followed the following procedure/format for
analysis employing Peirce’s Model making the analysis systematic.

I have analyzed the dresses of the different characters, setting of the movies,
colours in the image, gestures and expressions of the characters and their
signification for the audience. I have selected images from five different movies
representing the above-mentioned visual elements for the semiotic analysis.

Image 1

Image 2

from the dress code, the hero is wearing a qameez and patka. He is holding an
axe, Gandasa in his right hand and displaying gestures of anger and anguish.
The setting of the scene is facade of a rural house with an open door. There is
also a tree in the court yard of the house.

Dress is a strong cultural tools, defining the type of the character and referring to
the class to which he belongs. In image 1, the dress worn by the actor is a
cultural sign, having mixed pattern of blue check on white and similarly, white
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check on blue on his patka. His dress code signifies his relation to the rural
community. Moreover, the buttons of his qgameez are undone at the top, his
sleeves are tugged, symbolically signifying his rebellious attitude and arrogance.
The colour pattern of his dress is equally symbolic of his multi-faceted character,
but also points to the fact that he is forced to violence by some unknown factors.
Colour pattern signifies his cool and calm nature, but the circumstances seem to
be otherwise, compelling him to be brutal. The setting is simple in the
background, a simple village house, signifying a peaceful life in open
atmosphere.

The Gandasa( Axe) in his right hand is another sign . It indexically signifies the
brutality and signs of violence. The holding of the gandasa in the right hand also
signifies the command of the hero over the weapon and readiness for the action;
rather he is ready for any violent situation whatsoever. His determined eyes
signify his persistent and resolute nature and his expressions on the face are
symbolically signifying his contempt and anguish. The overall impression of the
hero is iconic, as he is an icon of explosive and aggressive nature of man.

Image (2) is from the same movie Moula Jatt. The villain is lying helpless on the
ground. He wears Qameez of dark blue colour. He is also holding an axe in his
right hand. He is littered with blood and the gqameez is tattered. He is badly
injured but not ready to yield yet. The dark blue colour of his qameez signifies
his passion towards evil. The blood on his chest indexically signifies his being
badly injured. His undaunted nature is symbolically signified by his stance of
upholding his blood stained axe, a symbol of violence and brutality in itself. The
expressions displayed by the actor symbolically signify his stubbornness and not
ready to yield. The images misrepresent men in general in Punjab. Bloodshed
and violence is found in every society of the world, but the gandasa culture is
attributed to the people of Punjab as they are represented brutal, savage and
blood thirsty. The frequent exposure to violence is dominant in Punjabi movies.
People are not as violent as projected in the movies. Moreover, frequent
exposure to violence with reference to a particular group indoctrinates others to
form ideology and it evokes people to be violent in behavoiur. Burton asserts ‘It
is a truth often proposed that the media contain ‘too much’ violence, and that this
violence is in some way to blame for violent social behaviours’ (Burton,2005,
p.108).

Image 3




Another misrepresentation of the Punjabi culture is evident in the image (3) in
which the setting is indoors, having devotees sitting on the floor in group and
singing Qawali. The Qawal is sitting with the harmonium player on the right,
and a table player next to the woman on left and the rest of the musicians and the
chorus surround him. The setting signifies the arrangements for the rituals. The
floor is matted with a white sheet, signifying rituals in the house with devotees
all around. White colour here signifies the purity and the sanctity of the
devotees, and the holiness of the occasion. The scented wood on the floor
indexically signifies the decorum of the rites and rituals, omitting fumes in order
to make environment pleasant for the occasion. The Qawals and the members of
the group have covered their heads with white caps and a bandanna, signifying
reverence and spiritual bond in their offerings. The gesture of clapping by all the
members signifies the unity of purpose, seeking divine blessings through the
prayers in qawali. The different colours worn by the members symbolically
signify their different ethnic backgrounds and distinct disposition, but they
themselves are signs, signifying brotherhood and proximity among themselves.

The odd figure among the gawals is the woman, clad in white dress, sitting
besides the qawal, signifying transparency and purity of the soul. Her gesture
signifies her state of ecstasy during the offerings. The proceedings of the ritual
on the floor signify the modesty of the devotees in their offerings. The room is
not well lit, but airy, as the window is kept open, symbolically signifying that the
divine blessings can be conferred upon the people, who keep their hearts open
for the guidance, even though they are deserted and barren at the core.

The woman in the image (3) is equally misrepresented in the context, as the
presence of a woman amidst the Qawals is out of question. No woman,
throughout the Punjab ever takes part in the gawali, a genre specified for the
male devotees to express mysticism. The need for mysticism in the woman
cannot be denied, but participation in the qawali is purely a male activity.
Moreover, the setting of the gawali is indoors, whereas, such an occasion is
usually organized in the open, or at least at some feasible place where the
spectators can relish the spirit of qawali.

In image 4, there are two young women, accompanied by an elderly woman,
most probably the head of the family, in the presence of police. The police in the
background seem to be in a fix, while both the young ladies are confident
enough to maintain an atmosphere of mirth and joy in their presence. The aged
woman, in her white shawl, signifies her authority and old age, while the young
women are dressed in blue and yellow colour. Both the colours signify the good-
humoured and playful nature of the young women. One of them has free hair
symbolically signifying her rebellious attitude towards traditions, while the
plaited hair of the other signifies her restrictions to traditions to some extent. The
gestures of the women in the image signify their unrestrained attitude in the
presence of the head of the family, and even in the presence of the visitors,
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especially the policemen. One of the ladies poises a balance by resting elbow on
the shoulder of the elderly woman, signifying her bluntness and frankness with
her. One of the policemen stares at them with surprise, signifying his
bewilderment at the misbehaviour in the presence of the visitors and elders. The
expressions by the elderly woman indexically signify her resentment over the
misconduct of the young women. The young ladies in the image wear dupatta as
a prop, not bothering to cover their heads, signifying modern attitude towards
life; while on the other hand, the elderly woman is properly covered, indexically
signifying her strong faith in the norms and values of the society. Both the young
ladies are themselves signs, iconic in nature, signifying the blunt generation of
the post-modern age, that can do away with the norms and set patterns of the
society.

The Punjabis normally do not allow the practice of bluntness in the presence of
elders, or visitors. Women, especially, are quite confined and constrained in their
limited social space. They do not even expose themselves in the presence of a
stranger. The family is the first institution, inculcating behaviour and norms in
the youth. They are educated in a manner to display decency to the elders and the
visitors as well. They are not encouraged for their frank behaviour with the
elders, especially in the presence of visitors. Such a blunt attitude, as projected in
the image is purely alien .Such a misrepresentation attempts to reorganize the
traditional concept of a family and the particular behaviour of the young ones
with the elders.

The social fabric of the Punjab is teemed with moral values and strict norms of
the society. The young ones owe much to their elders. They are not expected to
act frankly in the presence of the elders, especially the women, who are always
thought to be a sign of respect, dignity and honour. Women of mature age, as
shown in the image (4) fail to convey moral code of displaying respect and
honour to the elders. Moreover, their age is not immature enough to challenge
the set norms of the society.

Image 5 Image 6
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The next image (5) is also replete with symbolic signs, as a woman, amidst
armed policemen, surrenders herself. She is dressed in white, a colour commonly
signifying spirituality and purity, but here, signifying persistence and aloofness.
All the policemen around her are uniformed, signifying discipline and obedience.
They are following a woman, and even they are at their position at both the
sides. The woman, a dacoit, is wearing a turban on her head as a headgear,
symbolically signifying her authority and rank over her gang. She also wears a
bullet belt, slung across her shoulders and a magazine bag in her belt. The
equipping of arms and the necessary arrangement for the bullets signifies her
readiness for action. The greenery at both the sides of the trail signifies fertility,
and the track on which the convict is being led is barren, with no blade of grass
or any other greenery. The sterility of the path symbolically signifies the
barrenness and desertedness in the way of crime. The gesture of the woman
signifies her rebellious nature and insubordination. The police at the left side are
in dark, while in the right, there is visibility. The binary opposition in this regard
symbolically signifies the loyalty and obedience in them and corruption and
dishonesty on the other.

The women in the Punjab are treated with respect and honour. They share mutual
respect and equal rights. There are rare chances of a woman to get involved in
crimes as shown in the image. The image, more or less, alludes to the Bandit
Queen'. The aggressive nature of women cannot be denied, but they do not form
bands or head such activities. The police are also shown in somewhat fake
colours. The criminal, a woman, is not usually given such a protocol if she is to
be taken to the police station. If she is disarmed, they are not supposed to display
their fear, as they are in a strong position. The woman is being taken by the
policemen, whereas the lady police are missing, as lady criminals are generally
led by them. The dress by the lady dacoit is also inappropriate. She wears a
manly dress, and even then, there are some incongruities like wearing a turban
and a matching shalwar with a lungi. She gives glimpses of a Baluchi male
rather than a Punjabi woman.

Some of the misrepresentations of the pure Punjabi culture are also found in the
way the male characters are presented. The image 6 reflects the ideology of
misrepresentation as far as the male characters are concerned. Both of the men
wear baggy Qameez with open collars, signifying their rebellious attitude and a
hint of feudalism. Both of them wear charms around their necks, signifying their
spiritual bond with the God. The charms they wear indexically signify their
relation with some religious family, where such charms are worn to avoid bad
omen. At their heads, they wear a bandanna, a scarf usually worn by the
clergymen in the Punjab. The red colour of the bandanna is mixed with patterns
of golden, signifying the rigidity in their character with a touch of suppleness.
They both carry guns in their hands with particular expression on their faces
signifying proficiency in the art of killing. The yellow fog light on the rod of the
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jeep signifies their interest in hunting and exploring far off regions in the
darkness. The setting is urban, as the building at their back signifies perfect
structure of some office building. The armed men are themselves signs, icons of
brutality of human nature and feudalism.

The image equally misrepresents the real culture of Punjab, as the dress code and
the props they wear are quite out of question. The white colour of the dress
signifies purity and the blue stands for sensuality and passionate nature. Both
these colours are worn by the people who signify brutality and aggressiveness.
The charm they wear connects them with some religious family, having intimate
relationship with the God and His creation, but their stance displays their
rebellious attitude towards religion, having arm in their hands and expressions of
hatred and brutality for the fellow men. Such exhibition of arms in the urban or
rural Punjab is totally out of question, as there are strict government policies in
this regard, announcing punishment for disobedience.

7. Conclusion

After a brief analysis of the Punjabi movies, it can be theorized that the culture
being represented in the movies is quite alien to the local culture of Punjab.The
purity of culture has been marginalized and given no consideration by the
filmmakers. These deliberate projections distort the ‘reality’ and represent what
is remote and unreal. This misrepresentation through the effective medium of
film exercises effects on the viewers, specially the youth, or the people in
general who have no access to the culture which is being viewed on the screen.
The signs in the movies indoctrinate the viewers and lead them to assume the
identity of the people in the desired way. Eventually, the worldview of the
audience is manipulated through the apparent glamour and the lifestyle shown by
the celebrities. Though they represent a humble background, yet the lifestyle
they own would be quite different from what it ought to be. The ideologies of the
audience remain unstable as they fail to distinguish the ‘real’ from what is
represented as ‘real’. The culture which is represented is marginalizing the
indigenous culture of the Punjab, and propagates an alien pattern of living,
dressing and attitude towards the norms of the societies.

The deliberate projection of an alien culture in the movies tends to obscure the
purity of the culture of the Punjab, and tries to manipulate a global culture,
mostly Indian or Western. The subliminal messages inculcate in the audience,
especially the youth desires to follow the patterns being propagated in the
movies. They believe the projected as real and form ideologies accordingly. The
social fabric of the society is also subjected to moral degradation as the dress
code and blunt attitude of the youth in the movies suggest confirmation of the
audience to adopt the alien patterns of living. Eventually, the norms of the
society in general, get subjected to modernization, replacing the conventional
and the traditional outdated patterns of life. In lieu of such a transformation, the
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generation is deprived of their pure cultural inheritance and is misled towards the
foreign patterns of living, unfit for the environment and society. The sustained
misrepresentation in the media leads the audience to think the way they are
briefed. The gradual process of misrepresentation dislocates the reality from the
minds of the audience and a new, alienated ideology is installed, without making
the audience conscious of it. The initial remarks by the audience against some
abnormality become harmless after getting repetition of the some text on media.
A village lass in indecent clothing, dancing in public may invite harsh criticism
from some sections of the society and religious minded people in general, but
after continuous exposure, such misrepresentation becomes a regular matter, a
thing of low significance. Such an attempt to misrepresent the local culture and
to distort the reality regarding a civilization results in no retaliation after being
projected without break. The audience gets hypnotized to the glamour and
fashion introduced on the screens. Moreover, the curiosity to imitate the western
culture or any other alien culture has always been an earnest desire of the people
on the screen and the impact is accordingly accepted by the audience. In the
attempt to keep pace with the changing scenario of the world’s trends, the purity
of the local culture receives blows from foreign eroding structures, and the
victims of Xenocentricism® take pride in following the patterns of the leading
nations. Television and films have far reaching effects on the lives of the
audience. These effects range from our personal lives to family, from emotional
to social spheres of our existence. All the sections of human society are prone to
the media effects. As discussed in this study, the images on the screen work
gradually on the minds of the viewers without making them conscious, resulting
in mutilating the cultural sensibilities of the viewer. Their attitudes and ideology
change and a new pattern of thought is installed, promoting the alien culture in
the lives of the people having local cultural backdrop. It is, therefore, pertinent
that the viewer should develop a habit to remain observant while watching
movies, or any other program, and show a mental resistance to survive the
onslaughts of the signs, being deliberately employed. Through a careful study of
the signs employed in the movies, it is hoped that we may minimize the negative
effects of the media and reject every attempt made to promote an alien culture,
marginalizing our own pure local culture, so that we can preserve our values and
traditions in order to maintain our own identity as a civilized nation.

End Notes

1 Bandit Queen was an innocent rural woman who had been brutalized and
tortured by the bandits in India. She sought vengeance on them by orchestrating
her own guerilla band and. later on, she joined politics and won laurels.

2 Xenocentricism means a preference for foreign. It is the belief that the native
culture is necessarily inferior to those which originate elsewhere.( Taken from B.
Hourton and L. Hunt;Sociology,1980). It is referred to the tendency of the
People of Punjab who are under the influence of foreign media and started
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considering their own rich culture as inferior and base. They try to imitate the
foreign culture in all of its colours.
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Abstract

Language needs cognitive, neural and biological basis to function. With
such a complex constitution an extended period of evolutionary time is
required for its development. Natural selection, which is a force without
foresight, would summarily dismiss any random mutations with no
immediate selective advantage. Therefore, language, being dependent on
collaboration of all its constituent elements, can never evolve. That is one
reason why language is not wide spread in the living world. This paper
attempts to address the issue by suggesting that language evolution was
the result of numerous exaptations rather than pure adaptations.
Furthermore, an attempt has been made to allow maximum evolutionary
time to the language phenomenon by establishing initial preadaptations
leading to a later language readiness stage in Ardipithecus Ramidus that
lived 4.4 million years ago. Such a contention would allow the homonin
lineage to come to a linguistic threshold from where language could
evolve naturally.

Keywords: Language evolution, Ardipithecus Ramidus, Preadaptations,
Language Readiness, Bipedalism, Descended Larynx

1. Introduction

Homo sapiens are a very recent innovation in the context of mammalian and
vertebrate evolution as per the evolutionary time scale. One unique characteristic
that distinguishes them from the entire living world is their linguistic ability.
Language being a complex mental as well as bio-physical phenomenon, should
logically take an extended period of evolutionary development to come to
existence. It is of course not likely in the short time of about fifty to a hundred
thousand years that humans made their acquaintance with spoken language.
Furthermore, of the two aspects of language i.e. mental and physical, the
physical biology or the speech anatomy needs a particularly extended period of
time as well as reason (selective advantage) to evolve. Thus it would be safe to
suggest that the physical development of the speech paraphernalia might have
started evolving regardless of the mental capability much before the cognitive
aspects of language were in place. These evolutionary developments could have
taken place just as plain exaptations or as resultant by-products of other
evolutionary processes. The focus in this article is to establish a credible human
ancestor that existed so down the evolutionary timeline that allowed sufficient
evolutionary time for biological prerequisites of language to be in place by the
time modern humans evolved.



It is reasonable to distinguish and define some evolutionary precursors of
language before establishing a start point in the evolutionary history of mankind
where some basic traits that triggered language related mutations came to
existence. Such precursors must be only remotely related to language in the
initial stages and might develop in the evolutionary process to a stage of
“language readiness” where all the necessary paraphernalia is set and the
language needs only to be tickled into its infancy later to be matured with time
and usage. Thus keeping the intricacies of Darwinian evolution in mind, an
investigation into the beginnings of language must consider that the shaping of
the speech organs and the cognitive ability to use these for referential as well as
communicative purposes started way back in the evolutionary history of
mankind. Culmination of this process resulted in a stage where human beings
were ready to experiment with language. This stage may conveniently be called
the state of “Language Readiness”. The idea is also supported by Hurford when
he says “both the biological capacity and languages owe their shape to events far
back in the past”. (Hurford, 2003, p. 38) The state of language readiness is
achieved through numerous evolutionary changes referred to as ‘preadaptations
for language’ by Pinker and Bloom in their seminal work ‘Natural Language and
Natural Selection’ (Pinker and Bloom 1990). James R Hurford (2003, p. 40)
defines preadaptation as “a change in a species which is not itself adaptive (i.e.
selectively neutral) but which paves the way for subsequent adaptive changes”.
To further illustrate his assertion he points toward bipedalism which triggered a
sequence of evolutionary mutations resulting in the lowering of larynx and the
subsequent birth of the human vocal tract regardless of the factors which
originally brought the switch to bipedalism in the first place.

Aforesaid in mind the preadaptations leading to language readiness may be
categorized as:

a. Cognitive
b. Biological

The cognitive preadaptations at the very beginning stages are not discernable as
there cannot be any anthropological record of that, but, the biological changes,
especially the ones involving bone structure can be documented and studied
through the fossils discovered from time to time. Thus Ardipithecus Ramidus
becomes an apt candidate for studies regarding the biological preconditions
leading to origin of language.

2.  Literature Review

The neural and cognitive preadaptations for language capacity are as rare in the
animal world as they are hard to establish. Modern age animals have little or
none of these and fossilization also does not help much either. On the contrary
the biological preadaptations are abundantly found in the animal world.
Predominantly these preadaptations are related to speech. These include various
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aspects of acoustics, speech physiology and neuro-muscular coordination. The
major preadaptations as pointed out by W. Tecumseh Fitch (2000) that aided
human speech ability are:

a. Modification of vocal tract morphology
b. Appearance of vocal imitative capability

Considering the common grounds leads the researcher to the distinguishing traits
which might have led the humans to being the only linguistically articulate
species. Fitch (2000) distributes such discerning features into two broad
categories:

a. Neural Mechanisms
b. Peripheral Mechanisms

The neural mechanisms leave no archeological record as these originate from
groups of soft tissues and muscle groups which do not fossilize. The researcher
is left with no choice but to examine the peripheral mechanisms only. These
relate to vocal acoustics and anatomy. The wide spread presence of these
peripheral mechanisms in other species also clearly points out that these evolved
independently without any adoptive pressure due to language. Several species in
the wild have successfully attained a peripheral ability to produce speech sounds
without possessing any linguistic prowess. Hence, it may be conveniently
concluded that evolution of peripheral speech mechanisms was independent of
any linguistic or communicative advantage. The idea opens the area of research
into speech acoustics and anatomy rather than linguistic sciences.

Considering the acoustic anatomy the one uniqueness that distinguishes humans
from the other mammalian world and non-human primates is the peculiar
structure and shape of their vocal tract. This peculiarity enables humans to
produce a much richer variety of sounds. The major distinctive feature of human
speech anatomy is the distinctly odd placement of the larynx. The human larynx
is placed much lower than non-human primates and other mammals (Lieberman,
Klatt, & Wilson 1969). Before discussing the permanent laryngeal descent
which is a uniquely human trait, it is essential to have a necessary understanding
of the speech anatomy, speech acoustics and bioacoustics. Vocal production in
almost all animals is very similar, whether it be tetra pods, bipeds, amphibians,
birds or even reptiles. It comprises of the following components:

a. Energy source
b. Voice source
C. Acoustic filtration sources.

The energy source is invariably provided by the respiratory system. In case of
humans and many other species it is the lungs. The lungs pump out an airstream
which becomes the energy source for later manipulation. The airstream produced
by the lungs is a passive activity not involving use of excessive physiological

37



energy for normal vocal production. It is just the deflation of lungs in
preparation for inhalation which is a vital body function. The airstream at the
outset is mute. It is given a sound by tissue vibrations on its course. In case of
humans this is achieved by the vibration of the vocal folds or vocal cords. The
vocal fold vibration causes a certain frequency in the airstream called the
fundamental frequency or phonation. The pitch of the sound is determined by
this fundamental frequency. Speaking in evolutionary terms, phonation is a
result of the evolution of a chamber called larynx provided with a protective
valve composed of elastic tissue which is involuntarily set into a vibrating mode
as the airstream passes through it. The involuntary vibrations cause high
frequencies which would otherwise have not been possible if the vibration had
been voluntarily controlled by the nervous system. The fundamental frequency
thus produced is dependent upon the length, tension and density of the elastic
tissue or the vocal cords in case of humans. The fundamental frequency is further
manipulated at the third stage by a process of acoustic filtration through the
vocal tract, which may involve the oral, pharyngeal or nasal cavities. Different
filters in the vocal tract impart different frequencies to the fundamental
frequency by interference. These are called formant frequencies. Inspiratory
vocalization as in the case of braying of a donkey or crying and giggling of
human babies is a reverse utilization of the same scheme but is hardly employed
in vocalized human speech. Formant frequencies are produced by movement of
or in the vocal tract. Normal speech vocalizations in humans consist of multiple
formant frequencies independently manipulated by various vocal tract
articulators present in the vocal tract. Another important factor is the length of
the vocal tract starting from the larynx to the final production point of the
formant. This arrangement provides for a vaster range of formant patterns.
Formants being resonance patterns composed of peaks and valleys can be
graphically represented. The phenomenon is “clearly illustrated by whispered
speech, in which the larynx generates broadband noise (with no vibration), but
vocal tract movements are normal” (Tartter & Braun, 1994). Whispered speech
is discernable despite the lack of pitch. The instrumental music is another
supporting example. It carries no acoustic clues but formant frequencies make it
associable. The lowered larynx in case of humans is also evident from MRI
results. In case of other mammals the larynx is significantly higher. In certain
cases the larynx is adjacent to the nasal passages allowing the animals to breathe
and swallow simultaneously (Negus, 1949). Interestingly the arrangement is
present in human infants also; allowing the babies to suckle and breathe at the
same time, but the larynx gradually lowers and adopts its lowered situation by
three to four years of age.

“The change in larynx position greatly expands our phonetic repertoire,

because the human tongue can now move both vertically and horizontally

within the vocal tract. By varying the area of the oral and pharyngeal

tubes independently, we can create a wide variety of vocal tract shapes
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and formant patterns. By contrast, a standard mammalian tongue rests flat
in the long oral cavity, and cannot create vowels such as the /i/ in ‘beet’ or
the /u:/ in ‘boot’. Such vowels are highly distinctive, and have an
important role in allowing rapid, efficient speech communication to take
place”. (Fitch 2000, p 260-261).

Thus it can be easily inferred that the decent of the larynx is a key preadaptation
in the evolution of speech.

After establishing the importance of a permanently descended larynx it is only
pertinent to link it to articulate vocalization. Speech is a complex phenomenon
involving articulate vocalization. It is the universal mode of linguistic
communication in human communities barring some exceptional situations
where articulate vocalization is not possible. Sign languages are examples of
such a situation. Written language being only a derivation of the spoken form
may not represent multi-modality of language very convincingly. Thus articulate
vocalization or speech being a primary player in linguistic communication
becomes a good candidate for study when investigating the beginning of
language. Fitch (2000) elucidates the necessity by enumerating the following
aspects of speech:

a. Having relied heavily on speech modality the language faculty must
have been influenced and to a great extent shaped by speech.

b. The elaborately evolved speech perception and production ability in
humans is an important “missing ingredient” not available to other
species to enablethem to evolve a language.

c. Speech is apparently the best bet for finding fossil evidence while
researching language evolution. The evidence can be based on
anatomical reconstructions of vocal tract as attempted by (Donald,
1991).

3. Ardipithecus Ramidus

The discovery of 3.2 million year old fossil “Lucy” in 1974 was reckoned as the
find of the century by most paleoanthropologists. It revealed the fact that human
ancestors walked upright instead of walking on their knuckles like the modern
day chimpanzees before they evolved large brains. The discovery supported the
‘out of Africa’ or savannah hypothesis of language origin but leaves room for
doubt for the anti-evolutionist school of thought who find the evolutionary time
available for the requisite preconditions for evolution of language too cramped
as per the evolutionary timescale. Furthermore, Lucy failed to take the spot of an
intermediary Homonin form between the Homo and the later Australopithecines.
A ‘find’ was needed where the human ancestor should be a dual citizen of the
jungle world of trees along with the chimpanzees and the savannahs of wide and
open grasslands as these evolved as a result of the great African divide caused by
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the tectonic forces raising the mountains between east and west Africa to create a
rain shadow in the east (Potts, 1998; Cane & Molnar, 2001). This
anthropological miracle happened in 1994, twenty years after the discovery of
Lucy, when a team of paleoanthropologists led by Tim D. White, Human
Evolution Research Center and Department of Integrative Biology, University of
California at Berkeley, discovered 4.4 million years old partial skeleton of
Ardipithecus Ramidus at Aramis, in the Afar Rift region of northeastern
Ethiopia. The find needed careful excavation and reconstruction before it could
be documented and published which was finally possible in October 2009.
Ardipithecus Ramidus was a female that stood 120 cms tall. A detailed analysis
of the bone structure reveals that Ardipithecus Ramidus was a facultative biped
which spent part of its time among the branches carefully treading on all fours
using its opposable toe for grasping and part of its time on ground walking
upright. Its foot was indeed primitive when compared to Lucy who was an adept
biped. Ardipithecus Ramidus had a forefoot with a stiff design suitable to be
used as a lever when walking. The upper pelvic bones were short and broad
designed to lower the centre of gravity to augment balance in the upright posture.
It also had a curved spine unlike the apes and chimpanzees which facilitated
bipedality. Its hands were flexible unlike the stiff jointed forelimbs used for
knuckle walking by the modern day chimpanzees. The cranial capacity was
similar to that of contemporary primates which is slightly less than what Lucy
had 2.2 million years later (Gibbons 2009).

Ardipithecus Ramidus appears to have little resemblance with the modern day
primates such as the chimpanzees and gorillas, which clearly derails the efforts
of guessing the evolutionary development of linguistic attributes based on
experiments and observations in the context of such primates. Though
Ardipithecus Ramidus seems to be a contemporary of the early hominins it bears
few resemblances with the African apes and can easily be ruled out as a
transitional stage between the two as suggested by Tim White who remarks, “We
have seen the ancestor, and it is not a chimpanzee” (Gibbons 2009, p. 37).
Ardipithecus Ramidus connects more with Lucy who was from genus
Australopithecus. The female skeleton suggests that it had the physical stature of
a chimpanzee with a matching cranial capacity but unlike the chimpanzees and
some of the other primates it did not knuckle-walk and was not very prone to
brachiation. Study of its foot anatomy reveals four toes to the front based firmly
at an angle that would provide a supporting lever for walking along with an
apelike opposable toe instead of the front big toe. The forward pointing toes
seem to be rigid and lacking hand-like flexibility (Lovejoy, Latimer, Suwa,
Asfaw, White 2009). Such a foot structure suggests that Ardipithecus Ramidus
was bipedal, mostly walking upright, but owing to its opposable big toe it could
conveniently negotiate trees and walk on all fours among the top branches as is
suggested by the diet of nuts and ripe fruits. Palmigrady is further reinforced by
the fact that Ardipithecus Ramidus had four bones in its wrist which made it
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quite flexible as compared to the rigid wrists of apes used for knuckle walking
and hanging from the trees (Lovejoy, Simpson, White, Asfaw, Suwa 2009). In
short the facultative bipedality achieved by Ardipithecus Ramidus is the reason
for Lucy and Australopithecus Afarensis to have near perfect bipedality
(Neimark 2011, p. 48).

The early homonins in their revolutionary journey had changed but slightly from
their cousin, Propliopithecus. The changes included increased dependence on
upright walking or bipedal locomotion. Resultantly their foramen magnum, the
gap at the base of the skull that accommodates the spinal column, shifted a little
forward to assist the maintenance of balance. Similarly the pelvis underwent
changes like shortening and broadening to facilitate bipedalism. The
transformation was naturally accompanied by changes in muscle groups of the
gluteal and hamstring regions. Other changes included an increase in the length
of the legs specially femur in the genus homo. The feet also underwent
transformation to enhance weight bearing capacity (Poirer & Mckee, 1999).

White, Asfaw, Beyene, Haile-Selassie, Lovejoy, Suwa & Woldegabriel (2009)
see prospects in Ardipithecus Ramidus for being the root specie for Hominidae.
It is neither a chimpanzee nor human. It did have a protruding lower face but
neither to the extent as is the case with chimpanzees nor to the opposite extent as
1s the case with humans. It bears another significant trait regarding the placement
of the spine beneath the cranium. The base is centrally supported for the purpose
of balance as should be the case with upright walkers and not at the rear end as is
the case with most quadruped primates. The dentures also bear striking
differences as Ardipithecus Ramidus is missing the sharp piercing upper canines
as possessed by chimpanzees. The overall anatomy of Ardipithecus Ramidus
resembles the skull of Sahelanthropus tchadensis discovered in Chad by Brunet
(White et al 2009) and believed to have been living between 6 and 7 million
years ago. In conclusion Ardipithecus Ramidus is a member of a root homonin
species of Australopithecus and might as well have branched off into two lines
one leading to present day humans and the other to the Chimpanzees. Unlike the
living apes, Ardipithecus Ramidus had lost its opposing toe by the time it
evolved into Lucy’s species, Australopithecus Afarensis, and had become an
expert biped. The brain size had increased only marginally but had the ability to
migrate into much diverse environments including savannas (Kimbel 2009). The
3.6 million years old footprints at Laetoli, Tanzania, validate the idea of
homonins commitment to bipedalism (Tuttle 1991).

The discovery of Ardipithecus Ramidus also annuls the hypothesis that
bipedalism emerged in the open grasslands and savannahs. Other fossils
collected from the Afar Rift region indicate coexistence of monkeys, kudu
antelopes, peafowls, parrots and doves among figs, hackberries and palms in the
close proximity. All these plants and animals are not likely to be found in open
grasslands but in woodlands.
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Evolutionary Precursors of Language in the Physiology of Ardipithecus
Ramidus

Biological Precursors for language readiness met by Ardipithecus Ramidus seem
very relevant considering the evolutionary time available for the later homonins
to further evolve them. The significant aspects may be:

- Lowered larynx.
- Disappearance of canines triggering the need for alternate means of

sexual display.

- Broader molars suggesting change in dietary habits

- Arboreal existence gradually giving way to bipedalism and greater
versatility on ground leading to greater need for group activity like
hunting in savannahs.

- Readjustment of spine facilitating upright walking.

- Restructuring of pelvic bones to facilitate brisk walking and
maintenance of balance.

Larynx, being composed of soft tissue that does not fossilize, in itself
cannot be positively identified in Ardipithecus Ramidus. However, the likely
causes of lowering of larynx can be investigated. Ardipithecus Ramidus seems to
be a fit case in this regard as most of the hypotheses that seek to discover the
causes of lowering of larynx can be applied on Ardipithecus Ramidus with the
exception of one concerning the pre-existence of articulate speech. Pre-existence
of speech 4.4 million years ago is easily ruled out due to anthropological
reasons. Hence one may assume precedence of lowered larynx over articulate
speech or language ability.

Going by the Darwinian principles a lowered larynx should be the result of a
random mutation which would later be ‘selected’ because of the ‘selective
advantage’ it gave to the particular species. This condition is not met by
Ardipithecus Ramidus as the most obvious advantage of a lowered larynx is
improved speech ability which is highly improbable without an habitual and
frequent use of articulated speech. Furthermore, lowered larynx carries many
potentially fatal disadvantages which would work against its ‘selection’. Despite
this obvious improbability, the case for Ardipithecus Ramidus can be developed
on the basis that lowered larynx is not an ‘adaptation’ as per Darwinian
definition but only an ‘exaptation’. This implies that the lowering of larynx was
a by-product of certain other adaptations selected for certain other selective
advantages. This by-product later became an exaptation in the sense that it was
employed to enhance and multiply the articulate speech ability which came into
existence much later in the evolutionary process of the homonins.

The reasons for the lowered larynx can be many but following are a few
significant hypotheses.
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a. Resort to Bipedalism

b. Size exaggeration hypothesis

C. Increase in the length of the neck

d. Facial shortening

e. Disappearance of pronounced canines.

The significance and relevance of these hypotheses will be clear as other
biological precursors for language readiness in Ardipithecus Ramidus’ case are
considered.

Bipedalism in humans is a unique attribute in the mammalian world. It has not
been possible to give a single evolutionary explanation for its adoption as it
tends to violate the basic principles for natural selection. Bipedalism
compromises balance, rendering the bipeds prone to crashing to the ground and
injuring themselves. It also forsakes speed and agility leaving the bipeds slow
and clumsy when trying to evade predators (Johanson, 2006). On the contrary
bipedalism embodies some advantages as well, which include enhanced manual
dexterity by freeing the hands, better thermoregulation by reducing the surface
area of the body exposed to the sun and better range of vision in savannahs. An
important consequence of the resort to bipedalism was the reconfiguration of the
physical structure which might have triggered the lowering of the larynx. The
hypothesis is of primary interest to the linguist seeking the beginning of oral
language. As per Johanson (2006), Martin (1994) and Spoor, Wood &
Zonneveld (1994) the anatomical reconfiguration mainly involved:

a. Relocation of foramen magnum (spinal cord opening in the basicranium)
towards the center

Restructuring of the jaw bones

Creation of the spinal curvature

Restructuring of the ribcage

Shortening and broadening of pelvis

Alteration of the lower limbs by angling the femur

Enlarged joint surfaces

Restructured foot

Restructured body musculature

In addition to the above yet another anatomical adaptation is an extensible knee
joint unlike other primates that cannot fully stretch and straighten the leg while
striding (Lewin 2005). These are numerous and highly significant physiological
changes which are bound to have a revolutionary effect on the species’
behavioral pattern. Whether the changes in behavioral pattern were the reason or
the result of the significant anatomical transformation is debatable, but the point
that language readiness was a likely byproduct waiting to be employed by
Ardipithecus Ramidus’ successors at some later stage as a grand exaptation is
plausible enough.

S e A s o
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Body size in the wild is an important consideration for survival, be it a defence
against predators, a case of territorial dominance or sexual display. A descended
larynx provides for a longer vocal tract enabling better sound manipulation as
compared to the same sized species without the descended larynx. Furthermore,
formant range and frequency varies with body size (Fitch 1997, Fitch & Giedd
1999, Riede & Fitch 1999) thus in case of a lowered larynx the increased vocal
tract length enables the beholder to give a taller than himself impression. In
short, a lowered larynx gives the adoptive advantage of exaggerated size
impression through vocalization. The scenario is often referred to as the size
exaggeration hypothesis for descent of larynx. The idea clearly includes
laryngeal descent as a consequence of a need to produce sounds giving
exaggerated size impressions and includes other species with permanently or
temporarily lowered larynx, such as deer, and lions in the logic. Therefore, in the
pretext of language ability a lowered larynx is an adaptation for the purpose of
size exaggeration which may be further exapted for speech purposes. Thus, in
other words, the descent of larynx though not triggered ‘for’ or ‘by’ speech is
definitely a pre-condition met for speech. Similar logic may be employed in case
of Ardipithecus Ramidus and assumed that it either had a lowered larynx or was
due to get one soon thus meeting a vital pre-condition for language origin.

Shortening of the snout is also taken as a probable reason for lowering of the
larynx. This process was first described by Victor Negus (1949):

113

. recession of the jaws; there is no prognathous snout...The [human]
tongue however retains the size it had in Apes and more primitive types of
Man, and in consequence it is curved, occupying a position partly in the
mouth and partly in the pharynx. As the larynx is closely approximated to
its hinder end, there is of necessity descent in the neck; briefly stated the
tongue has pushed the larynx to a low position, opposite the fourth, fifth
and sixth cervical vertebrae.”

The idea is also propounded by Philip Lieberman who believed the tongue eased
into the pharynx reshaping itself in the process from a totally flat existence in the
mouth to a rounded posterior resting in the pharynx and the frontal part
remaining in the limited space that remained in the mouth. The hypothesis gains
further strength by the fact that the neck also gained an elongation (Mahajan &
Bharucha, 1994) to accommodate the lowered larynx as larynx placed at or
below the sternum or collarbone would fatally compromise swallowing of food
(Lieberman et al., 2001).

Jaws and teeth are the most tough and enduring components of the skeleton,
therefore, they have the best chances to fossilize. Furthermore, jaws and teeth,
being the principal food processors for the possessor, yield useful information
regarding its foraging habits. Human denture, for instance, when compared to
that of chimpanzees has following peculiarities.
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Shortening of the snout and flattening of the face resulted in tucking of
the jaws under the basicranium which reduced the angle of the mandible
(Lower jaw bone) to almost a right angle giving it an ‘L’ shape. This
reconfiguration turned the mandible into a formidable grinding machine
which might as well be a consequence of a dietary shift to a more
vegetarian diet including nuts and seeds.

Pronounced canines especially in male chimpanzees is an example of
sexual dimorphism and a source of sexual display. A reduction in size
may result or be a consequence of the following:

1. A need for alternate means of sexual display for which language
could be an option

ii. The pronounced incisors need diastemas in opposing jaws to be
accommodated and bring the jaws to a locked position when
shut prohibiting and sideways movement whereas reduced
canines do not require any diastemas allowing sideways
movements to the lower jaw even when shut thus assisting
grinding of food. (Lewin 2005, p 116- 117)

Thus as a consequence of dental reconfiguration Ardipithecus Ramidus would
need to bring some behavioral changes. Some obvious examples could be:

a.

Reduced size of canines robbed Ardipithecus Ramidus of a major source
of sexual display necessitating alternate means to attract females and
ward off other suitors. One of these as already discussed could be the
lowered larynx bringing into play the size exaggeration theory.

Pronounced canines made Ardipithecus Ramidus males territorial,
jealously guarding their domain and keeping other males at bay.
Disappearance of pronounced canines led to the elimination of the ‘alpha
male’ resulting in more of a monogamous group structure where the
male assisted in rearing of the young ones. (Suwa et al 2009)

Reduced canines and broadened molars also suggest a switch towards a
more vegetarian diet including seeds and nuts which required cracking
open and chewing.

Loss of a lethal weapon in the form of canine reduction would enhance
group dependence for self defence and foraging.

All the above mentioned resultant changes are bound to encourage social
bonding which would employ various forms of communication among the
members creating a need for a language like system to evolve.

Having considered all the above probabilities regarding the lowered larynx no
single hypothesis appears to justify the lowered larynx in totality, but the
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combination of all possibilities in one species, Ardipithecus Ramidus,
simultaneously leads to the obvious conclusion that Ardipithecus Ramidus
already had a lowered larynx or was due to get one very soon. Consequent to a
lowered larynx and bipedality Ardipithecus Ramidus direly needed to realign
many attributes lost in the evolutionary process. Among the lost attributes
reconfigured denture with reduced canines was very significant. Continuation of
the species being the primary objective of nature Ardipithecus Ramidus had to
substitute its sexual display methods for attracting females. Given the lowered or
lowering larynx it had the obvious option of vocalizations and resort to
monogamy as it no longer possessed the weapons to dispel other males and be
the alpha male. In addition bipedality induced complications in childbirth and
prolonged infant dependence further necessitated monogamy and better
communication to cater for joint rearing of the offspring. Furthermore, the
changed habitat from solely arboreal to largely terrestrial in open savannahs
necessitated grouping for protection against predators and foraging. Thus, in
short all compulsions started pointing towards the evolution of a good
communication and reference system, which ultimately led to a defining moment
in human evolutionary history where the stage was set for basic proto-language
to appear. The neural preconditions must have gradually appeared alongside the
physiological and social transformations, forced by various selective pressures
according to Darwinian principles. Once the protolanguage was in place there
was nothing to stop its further refinement owing to its unprecedented selective
advantages.

3. Conclusion

Ardipithecus Ramidus preceded Lucy (Australopithecus Afarensis) by 2.2
million years providing additional evolutionary time to put the bio-acoustic
apparatus in place to achieve language readiness before the neural and cognitive
phenomenon could take over progress toward evolving a language like
communication and referential system. The rudimentary exaptations leading to a
permanently descended larynx, reconfigured dentition, switch from arboreal to
more terrestrial existence, group foraging, monogamy and increased dependence
on vegetarian diet seem very likely reasons for language to be born more than
four million years later. Thus, Ardipithecus Ramidus replaces the find of the
century, Lucy, due to the interest it generates in the paleoanthropologists and
linguists alike; one searching the grand human ancestor and the other seeking a
reasonable evolutionary time frame to allow language to originate.
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