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speakers in Islamic universities and ways of overcoming them;, the experience of the
Islamic University in Uganda
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Professor, Faculty of Arabic
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Abstract

The Islamic universities strive for spreading the Islamic culture and Arabic language in
order to realize its message derived from the holy Quran and the Holy Prophet’s Sunnah.
Hence, our focal point in this paper will be on the Islamic University in Uganda, which is
one of those universities that spared no effort in order to achieve their major objective
anticipated in teaching Arabic language to non-native speakers. It is worth mentioning
that Arabic language in societies speaking other languages, is facing challenges including
the existence of other languages used in day-to-day communication, thereby rendering
Arabic language to remain within walls of the classrooms in our universities. There are
also other obstacles and challenges, most of them are historical, political, social, economic
and educational reasons- which we shall discuss in details. If the Islamic universities have
to realize their message concerning this, they should dispose of these hurdles that stand as
an obstacle in the way of teaching Arabic language. When those hurdles are gor over,
there will be fertile ground for teaching Arabic and its survival will be guaranteed among
non-native speakers of Arabic language. The experience of the Islamic university in
teaching Arabic to non-native speakers in Uganda signals some achievements like the

preparation of cadres to be capable of teaching Arabic language which the university has
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registered since its inception. We shall artempr four principal questions in this paper: 1.
whar are the efforts rendered by the Islamic University in teaching Arabic language in
Uganda? 2. Whar are the accomplishments that have been registered by the Islamic
University in teaching Arabic language in Uganda? 3. What are the obstacles and
challenges being faced in teaching Arabic language to non- native speakers at the Islamic
University in Uganda? 4. What are the ways to conquer these obstacles and challenges?
Answering these questions will be the core area of this research.
Keywords: Arabic Language, Challenges, Uganda, Obstacles, Islamic Universities.
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