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..... Introduction

Inthe Islamic world, when it comes to the process of Islamization of laws, the question arises as to why Islamic law should be introduced as
an alternative to the laws and regulations formulated by human beings?! In the contemporary world of law-making codification occupies
the central position and  this authority solely rests with the state. Now, the implementation of Shariah in an Islamic state is possible only if
the state itself goes through the process of codification and enforcement. That is why the strong criticism made on codification in the
recent past, some circles have regulated Islamic jurisprudence at the state level. There was strong opposition, but it has gradually become
more flexible.

In this regard Family laws can be a starting point. These laws are so wide-ranging that in codification the religion of the parties can be fully
taken into account. Further a favorable environment is also available for this initiative in the most part of the Muslim world. Some Muslim
countries have already made some progress and codified and enforce the major portion of family laws. However, the question remains
how to ensure that this activity is in line with the principles of Shariah. In Pakistan so far no such comprehensive effort has been made atthe
state level. The interpretation of family laws to the larger extent depends on the judiciary. Therefore, Pakistan can benefit from the
experiences of the Islamic world to make progress in this regard.

Itis, therefore, need of hour to study current situation of codification in family matter and its impact on Islamization of laws, to pinpoint the
challenges encountered in this way, to discuss ways to take advantage of the current opportunities, to make recommendations and
practical suggestions and then present themto the concerned authorities, especially in Pakistan.
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